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line whieh shuld be taken by Iraqi Prime Minister 
should he decile to pay his visit to Iba Saud 


1930 
Des. 18 


nite report for September, Oetober snd 
‘ber 


Anglor Hoja 


Heporta xy of his reception on 
ruturn from leave ‘Saul seahos to stand wall 
With His Majeaty's Government 


wt XXVI, No. 122. ‘Trumamnite Green 
ling text Gt HojaziTurkish Treaty of 


Hoyas Nod Government 

Refers to Part XXV, No, 20, Transunite revised 
womorandum regarding 
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agdad telegram No, 31 of 2nd January. eters 
to No. 1, Observations regarding” Bon Voisinage 
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Fleas of minions at Jedd 

‘Trane nual report on 
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stian. Government's information regarding 
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Aftsirs to Hejari Ministor for Foroign Aflatre 

Feporting revdinem to negotiate wn extendition 
fagreernent 


Hojasiclreq relations 

Bagdad telegran No. 82 of Sth February. 
Inform of subjects whieh Iraqi Prime Minister pro 
owes to discuss with Hojari Government 


Hojuzi-trag relations 
Bogided telogram No. 88 of th Febr 

of mesoge from King Foisal to King Ton Saud 

regarding visit of Tragi Prime Minister to Jeddn 


| 
HejazicIrag relations 
Refers to Nos. 29 and 23, Substance of King Ton 


ad's reply to King Feieal, Hejazi Government 
evidently tnvch gratified 


Hass coast flights 
| ,,Baguires whethor it ie d 
of fights and, if so, wt 








TABLE OF CONTENTS. 





TABLE OF CONTENTS, 





‘No. and Name 


ate. 








1931 
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‘the matter Inttor 


68 To Bir A. Ryan ‘Tranajordan frontier raids . 
Now, 4 and 48. Refers to Now. 49, 80 and $2. Kaseutial object 
Tel. is to ‘secure, Immediate mecting of "frowtier 
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87 | Hejuat.trag rela 
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storm 


To Sie A Ryan.) Apr. 2 | Trunsjodan frontier raid 
No.8 Te Refers to 
Gorermpent's 
meeting. Should 


m3 | Mejaxi-lraq relations 
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Questions expediency of publio announcement 


‘Trunsjordan frontier ra 
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vith Ton Zaid. Conversation with 


Goverment ato reply to be returned to reenaining 
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eeuringts 


‘Tranajondan frontier raids 

olmerrations reganting 
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(b) avilenee of sheikhs- and (e) date of aide to 
bbe cutailered 


‘Transjordan frootier raids 


Hotors to Nos. 82 und 88. Is proparing « meimo- 
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‘Transjordan frontier raids 

Telegram No. 52 of 24th April to Transjordas, 
Refers to Nos. 02 and #2, Gives draft formula con 
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dition "agrement would be difficult at present 
Moqueste views on draft formula 


Transjordan trontier raids 


Kiefer to No. $8. Suggexta modifications in 
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‘Tranajordan truntior raide 
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Mle Majesty’ Government's reply 
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Hojaristrag relations 

efors to No, 78, Reports om visit of Iraqi Prime 
Minister tothe Hjar ad oo result of negotiations 
fat Mecca 
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‘Transjordan, Nas no objection 


‘Tranajordan frontier raids 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting Hastern Affairs. 


Part XXVIII. 


CHAPTER I.-ARABIA. 


No. 1 
A. Hendereon—(Reoeseed January 3,) 


‘aphie.) Jodda, January 2, 1931. 

AE the visit of the Prime Minister of Iraq were made on the understanding 
and with the object mentioned in Bagdad telegram No. 609, it would fit in satis 
factorily with the result of the discussion here recorded in my telegram No. 112 
1 have no reason to suppose that Lbn Saud's attitude has modified, though 1 have 

20 opportunity of taking further soundings sine my return. Fhad pressed 
His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires several tiwes during my absence for informa- 

ws to the prevent position of the mutter. I must, however, attach two 
qualifications to my agreement in present proposal, viz. (a) that Nuri must be 
Prepared at the outset to ahow some readiness, in negotiations concerning extra 
dition treaty, to meet Hejazi Governinent over the question of tribal oflenders, 
6. by offering to accept as basis of discussion proposal put forward in letter of 
the 26th July from Fuad Hames to Iraqi Minister for Foreign Affairs: (2) that 
Nari must be in a position to secure that the “' Bon-Voisinage ”* Agreement, when 
signed, is speedily ratified. 

As regards (a) Ibn Suud would probably revert to his earlier attitude of 
refusing to disassocia ents, if Nuri adopted uncompromising or 

#1 altogether non-committal position at the start. Although technically there 
be w difference between the present position and that of 1925, it would sem 
to be equally reasonable in the present circumstances to take cone concen, 
of the kind which Traq then contemplated, and to which His Majesty's Gover 
ment agreed. In any camo such action is essential if good relations are to be 
established, When Nuri proposes his visit it would be well that he should refer 
to this question or the Hejazi Government's complaint that Fuad's letter has been 
nored will be justified "It is all the more hevessary to show as much goodwill 
48 possible on this point owing to dangerous repervussion of fiasco repardity 
Ibn Mashhur. As regards (b), signature is less important than ratification, and 
until Traq Parliament has passed treaty, Ibn Saud will not ratify it, 
Tn my view claims question need not worry us at this stage. In the event 
ri Pasha’s coming to Jedda, the matter can be left to the two parties to 
thrash subject to your views as to line to be taken on question of Nejdi claims 
¢ caused by Royal Air Force. 

There is another matter which may affect whole situation, namely, statement 
tuade 19 Bagsiad press in Oetober by Nuri that he proposed to promote some kind 
of combination of Arabian States, ineluding the ‘Hejaz and Nejd, Iraq and Trans- 
Jordan, and that he intended to pay visits during the winter to the capitals for the 

e071 [e1st) B 





2 


purpose of broaching the subject. I know very little of this and have no informa- 
to (a) what attitude of His Majesty's Government may be to so far- 

reaching and important a scheme; or () what Thn Saud, who must have seen 
announcement in press, feels about it ‘i 

If Nuri's visit is really proposed with a view to reconnoitre the ground for 
1 federation or triple alliance, some diplomatic preparation would seem to be 
needed, My own view is that scheme is at present incapable of realisation, so far 
‘as it involves the inclusion of the Hejaz-Nejd. Even if it has approval of His 
Majesty's Goverment from standpoint of thetr own interest, Thn Saud's gravest 
suspicion might be awakened by any attempt to spring it on him, I should be very 
grateful to learn your views for my guidance if necessary. 

Whilst commending no preceding paragraphs to your serious notice, I think 
* Bou-Voisinage ”” aud Extradition Agreements sboold be put in train with least 
possibile delay. I trust, therefore, that Nuri will reply as soon ag possible, and 
preferably hy telegram to letters of last July. providing always that due attention 
is given to points referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3 of this telegram. Presumably, 
‘some communication will simultanconsly be addressed to Thn Saud by Feisal, if 
only for courtesy's sake 

(Repeated to Bagdad No. 2) 





[B 81/81/25) No. % 
Mr. Hope Gill to Mr. A. Henderson. —(Received January 8, 1981.) 


Jedda, December 18, 1930. 
T HAVE the honour to forward herewith the Jedda report for the months of 
September, October and November. I much regret that, under the heavy pressure 
of other work on myself and a reduced staff, L have found it impossible to render 
hese reports monthly Hl 
2 “I am sending copies of this despatch and ite enclosure to Cairo, 
Jerusalem, Beirot, Damascus, Bagdad. Basra, New Delhi, Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Aden, Addis Ababa, Lagos, Khartum, Port Sudan, the senior naval 
officer in Red Gea aloope, and the Royal Air Force Officer Commanding in 
Palestine and Transjordan, Pree 
ve, Se 


©. G. HOPE GILL. 
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Jedda Report for September, October and November 1930. 
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1—Internal A fairs, 
1. Local Government, 

THN SAUD visited Jedda on the Ist September, ostensibly to open a customs 
Warehouse, in reality to see the Polish munitions landed by the steamshi 
“Cracow " (August report, section 15). He also witnessed a closely guard 
exhibition shoot with a Polish gun adapted to camel transport. Overcome by the 
daap heat of the place, he hurried away from Jedda the sane day, and remained 
in the pleasant climate of Taif and its neighbourhood until the 25th October, 
When hix Court and Government removed to Mecoa for the winter. 

At the end of September Hix Majesty enjoyed another week's gazelle 
shooting in the Rokba plain, but for the rest of the time he bas been hard at work. 

picturesque account of the personal xide of his rule was pnblished in the Mecca 

Jmm-al-Qura”” of the Sth September. Hix subjects wore there assured that 
their every petition, whethor from high or low, rich or poor, received their 
Sovereign's personal attention, in pleasing contrast to the general run of kings 
and potentates—which would be all the more pleasing wore it quit true, 

‘As a result of the deliberations mentioned in the August report (section 1), a 
Bumber of new appointments were announced at the beginning of September. 
Khalid Bey-al Qarqani, an intelligent political exile ftom Tripoli, was named 
first assistant t6 the Amir Foisal, Viceroy of Mocca, bnt later resigned the post 
and was replaced by Sheikh Thrahim Abdurrahman-al-Fadhl (see section 3 (c) 
below). Sheikh Yasin-ar-Rawaf, Inte Hojaz-Nojd agent in Syria, was appoint 
as second assistant to the Viceroy, his brother, Mohammed Id-ar-Rawaf, being 
named to replace him at Damascus. Nahin Boy-al-Adhma, another of the 
humerous political refugees in this country, was appointed ‘first Director of 
Military Organisation (see section 26 below), 

A new Haj Committee of eight members has been formed to make 
preparations for the coming pilgrimage. The Majlis-at-Tujjar, a kind of mixed 
chamber of commerce and commercial court, has been revived, and is now 
composed of six members, to whom is added an Alem of the Sharia Court to advise 
‘on points of law. A Projects Committee has also been formed to study questions 
of electric light and water supply and mineral exploitation. The fruits of their 
Taboura have not yet matured, if any fruits there Te. 

8 a result of German enterprise, however, fifty automatic telephones have 
been imported for Ibn Saud’s and the Amir Feisal's palaces in “teste 


2 Religion. 

‘The intransigence of the Wahabis was recently experienced: by some 
Patni pilgrims from India, who were seen wrearing thelr traditions! headdress 
in Mecca, while performing their seven rounds of Tawaf. They wore hated 
before a grandson of the great Abdul Wahhab, who compelled them to complete 
their performance bareheaded. The ouly possible consolation was to be found in 
the. ition that, had the Turks been there, the Patnis would have had to wear 
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3, Finance. 

{0} The already bad sisuaion as regards both public and private finance has 
steadily deteriorated during the past three moutls. An increasing nuinber ot 
important Government debts are outstanding, and Ibu Saud's cash reserve, which, 
‘at the beginning of the year, was said to amount to £100,000, is now believed to be 
practically exhausted. 

(0) The Government of India are still owed something over £30,000 for arms 
and ammunition supplied to enable Ibn Saud to suppress the 1929 rebellion in 
Nejd. His Majesty s Chargé d’Affaires was instructed in November to press for 
‘a firm undertaking to liquidate the debt by the end of next February 

The Eastern ‘Telegraph Company's monthly account with the Hejaz-Nejd 
Government is six moaths, and over £4,000, in arrear, setwi-ollicial representations 
having as yet failed of other effect than a reference of the matter to the Deity 

‘To-morrow, if Allah will.” 


4 respect of their benzine contract. 
rafts are theoretically payable at sight, but in practice months go by before they 
ean be met. 

(o) The important Hejazi firm of " E. A. Alfazal,” with its head office in 
Bombay, hus goue out of business owing £90,000 to a leading bank there. ‘The 
thunk i advised that a criminal action for false declaration of value lies against 

firm, but ite partners have retired to influential positions in the Government 
at Mecea (e.., see section 1 above). The matter hus, therefore, been taken up 
sem-alicially in the first instance, with the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
but with little prospect of success.” The Nejdi firm of Qusaibi is also said to be in 
difficulties, Ibn Sand's private bankers, in fact, seem to be in as bad a way as 
their patron, The Kaimakam of Jedda, Haji Abdullah Ali Ridha, one of the 
fow wealthy men left in the county, i keeping ont of reach by « prolonged 
absence in Egypt. 


(a) ‘The outlook is, moreover, decidedly gloomy, The coming pilgrimage has 


been anxiously looked to by this Hejazi nation of lodging-honse keepers, of touts 
and guides and parasites, to repledish its empty coffers but there'is now. every 
indication that it will be an exceptionally poor one. The heart of Talam is now 
beginning to feel the reflex actions of world conditions The moxt important 
section of the pilgrimage, that from the Dutch Enst Indies, has already started, 
‘but advices from Java put it at 18,000 at most this year, as against 30,000 last 
your, Tt in still too early to estimate the Reyptian and Indian pilgrimages, which 
Inst year numbered 17,600 and 12,000 respectively, but the conditions prevailing 
in both countries are calculated to reduce those figures considerably. 

Thn Saud is faced with the prospect of a very lean year. There are some who 
foresee his complete bankruptey 


4. Commerce. 


Fiforts are being made to open up and organise the Hasa coast to trade 
through the Persian Gulf, and probably to pilgrim tralfic also. A strong 
committes, under Mohammed-at-Tawil, left for the Hasa on the 26th September 
to study the possibilities on the spot. Its recommendations will no doubt aim ata 
short-cireuiting of Babrein and its transit dues. 


5. Wireless, 


‘The Hejas-Nejd Government signed with the Marconi Company at the 
beginning of October a contract worth £37,000, payment to be made by instal- 
ments extending over three and a half years. The company have undertaken to 
supply and erect within eighteen months eleven land stations and four mobile 
sets, ‘The former are to comprise two principal six-kilowatt stations at Mecca 
and Riadh, and nine subsidiary stations at Tabuk, Qaryat (Kaf), Hail, Qasim 
(Ayun), Shara (Shagra), Hofuf, Jubail, Qatif, and Uaair ‘The half-kilowate 
mobile sets are, to be mounted on'Ford one-ton trucks. ‘The contract marked the 
successful conclusion of Mr. Philby’s negotiations of the past year on behalf of 
the Marconi Company (June report, paragraph 30), 
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A wireless school has been opened in Jedda, and four of its most promising 
pupils have been sent to the Marconi Company's works in England to complete 
their training. 


6. Aeronautics. 
See air matters (sections 21 and 22 below) 


7. Hejaz Railway. 

‘A petition, presented in 1929 to the Permanent Mandates Commission of 
the League of Nations by the Amir Shakib Arslan, the noted Syrian Nationalist, 
who is in close touch with Ibn Saud and fhsan-al-Jabri, was considered by the 
commission on the 9th September. The petitioners complained, amouget other 
things, that in spite of its Wagf character, the Hejaz Railway had been taken 
out of the hands of the Moslem peoples to whom, as a rel property, it 
belonged, and they asked that it be handed back to-a commission elected by 81 
Palestine and Transjordan, which would control it in concert with tho Hej 
Nejd Government, 

‘The Mandates Commission, however, maintained a previous decision to the 
effect that the railway, as property of tho Ottoman Government, fell to be dealt 
with under article 5 of the Treaty of Lausanne; that tho steps taken by the 
mandatory Powers for its control and exploitation were not of a nature to conflict 
with the religious aspirations of the Moslem populations; that they, in fact, 
tended to create a situation as analogous to pre-war conditions as was now 
possible: and that the petition must therefore be non-suited. The commission 
added that the intorested Moslem populations would do well to associnte 
themselves with the efforts made by the mandatory Powers to solve the problem 
to the best interests of all. ‘The commission's conclusions were approved by the 
Council of the League. No reaction has yet been noted in this country. 


8, Roads 


The " Umm-al-Qura”” is doing its best to educate its public to take an 
interest in the development of internal communications. ‘The distances over what 
fare called motor roads are published from timo to time, They aro indifferently 
given in miles or kilometres, an indication that they are the records of pioneer 
journeys moarured by the apeedometer of the particular car used. 


9. Land Registration 


‘The Ministry of Finance published an order on the 12th September instituting 
system of land registration in the immediate vicinities of the towns of Mecca 
and Jedda. This is the first step to be taken in this connexion by the Hejaz-Nejd 
Government. 

“Tho ownership of land in tho Flejaz is confined to Hejazi subjects, while in 
Nejd it is open to all 


11L—Frontier Questions. 
10. Transjordan. 


(a) Although Mr. MacDonnell had arrived at Amman at the beginning of 
July to prepare for his investigation (August report, section 7), and telegrap! 
oa the 14th July that he was ready for the Hejaz-Nejd agent ‘and tribal repre 
sentatives, the fatter did not arrive at Auman until the let September. he 
investigator spent the rd to the 13th September examining the Hojaz-Nejd 
claims with the agent, who found that be had to make no less than 259 amendments 
to the 226 Hejaz-Nejd claims, amendments which affected place, date, raiders, 
raided, loot and casualties, Eloven claims moreover were found not to lie against 
‘Transjordan tribes at all, These facts are mentioned to illustrate tho care with 
which the Hejaz Government had investigated every detail of every claim, os 
they insisted in June, an investigation which they considered rendered any 
further investigation on the spot by Mr. MacDonnell a work of supererogation. 
‘The opening meeting was held at Amman on the 15th September. Trouble 
and discord soon arose. ‘The Hejaz-Nejd agent suggested on the 19th that he 
[6131] 28 
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was only there to prepare Hojaz-Nojd claims and not to answer those of 
Transjordan. The investigator refused to accept such an idiotic idea. On the 
‘22nd the agent demurred to his tribal representatives being forced to give evidence 
‘on oath, ‘lthough it was to be administered strictly after the Bedouin fashion. 
He referred both matters to his Government. On the 24th September a word) 

brawl took place before Mr. MacDonnell’s arrival for the mornitig session. Aral 

amenities were freely exchanged, in the course of which Hamd-bin-Jazi, sheikh 
of the ‘Transjordan Howaitat, was said to have cursed the Hejaz-Nejd agent, 
is father and his Government. Again the agent referred the matter to bis 
Government, while the investigation continued on its course, after a day's 
adjournment, until the 29th. On the afternoon of that day a’ second incident 
ocurred, another Transjordan sheikh, Mutlaq-bin-Zaal, making a childish 
display of tomper when required by the investigator to give evidence. He was 
severely reprimanded ff. MacDonnell, but the Hejaz-Nejd agent. daly 
reported the matter to his Government as another insult to them. From the 
80th September to the Sth October the meetings were adjourned, the Hejaz-Nejd 
agent having decided to withdraw his delegates to await instructions about cross- 
‘examination and thooath. Resumed on the 6th October they were again adjourned 
the following day, and again owing to the withdrawal of the Hejaz-Nejd repre- 
sentatives, this time under fi ions from their Government, which demanded 
heavy reparation for the "' insults."” A coffee party quarrel on about the 13th 
ended in a promixe by the Transjordan Howaitat to kill the Shararat and Billi 
of Nojd if and when the investigation reopened. Fortunately the matter wax 
allowed to nlide. 

‘These goings-on throw a great deal of work upon His Majesty's Government 
and the Layation at Jedda, Although the Hejaz.Nejd Government did not eavil 
At the deciion of Hix Majesty's Government to allow their investigator. fal 
disoretion in interpreting the "reasonable" delay permissible for past notifica- 
Mons of raids (Angust report, wetion 7, they wore osurate inthe matter of 
the pro) luntary tribal settlements (ibid), their subjects having submitted 
theit olaims to their Government, they said, tho latter fad verified them and 
requested the British Government to arbiteate, the claimants themselves had 
therefore nothing more to say in the matter 
unwilling that his tribes shoitld com, 

Abdullah, In the same note from the Acting Mi for Foreign Affairs, the 
fepresentations made by His Majesty's Chargé Affaires in regard to the Use 

the oath were mot by a “* non powsimas’” on the grounds that such use would 
‘ontail the loss of the extablished rights of the subjects of the Hejaz-Nejd. This 
curious statement was explained by Fuad Bey, who visited Jedda on the 2th 
Septombor to mean that, haVing successfully resisted the imposition of the oath 
‘at the abortive Maan and Jericho tribunals (and thereby, incidentally, contributed 
to their abortivoness) the Hejaz-Nejd Government could not now accept the ase 
of the oath at Amman, 


to 
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Fuad 


nment’s climb-down over the first 
n to proceed and joint sittings were 


[ajesty’ 
‘Thn Saud had just received news of an insult jevelled 
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‘Nejd agent and Government and was considering making official representations 
to His Majesty's: Government. “Ip was unfortanste that Mir. Hope Gill had not 
Seen place in full posession of the facts, the information at is disposal boing 
hardly calenlated'to answer Fuad Bey's arguments or to satisfy tho King. He 
therefore impressed upon thé former the desirability of confining the effects of 
any wordy strife that had taken ae between Bedouin at Amman to: local 
appeasement by Mr. MacDonnell and /or the Amir Abdullah, rather than enlarge 
Hike tuto’ ther caterllatiedirepheresi Els” olay tlegrep ied forseiove:alieyuels 
information in order to prevent this new obstacle from taking concrete form, 
bat all to-no purpose. In a note dated the Sth October the Hejaz-Nojd Govern- 
ment officially demanded a written apology from the Transjordan Government, 
to be publicly read in session at Amman and thereupon conveyed to them through 
His Majesty's Government and the diplomatic channel; also the exemplary 
wunishment of Ibn Jazi. On the 7th October the Hejaz-Nejd agent withdrew 
from the investigation pending receipt of that satisfaction, 

‘The rest of the month was devoted to an exchange of views as to the nature 
and amount of the satisfaction to be given. ‘The Transjordan Government 
considered that the Ibn Jazi incident was closed, the Amir himself having 
conveyed his regrets al once to the Hejas-Nejd agent and catised him and Ibn 
Jazi to shake hands, and also having taken the latter severely to task for his 
ichaviour towards «guest of the country.” ‘The Hejaz-Nejd Government agreed 
with His Majesty's Government that the incident Should separated from the 
investigation: proper. and they therefore instructed their agent to continue to 
afford Mr. MacDonnell overy arsistance—n phrase which by much vain repétition 
had come to lose all meaning; but they could not pocket auch an insult; it had 
hecome a point of prestige to exact fall reparation; thir tribesmen contd not 
possibly attend joint sittings until this were given. Tt was happily found 
possible to convince them that the Zaal incident was no concern of theira, but it 
Was not until His Majesty's Charge d’Affaires, under instructions from the 
Foreign Office, delivered to Ibn Saud a message of regret from the Amir 
Abdi and the information that he had bound over his sheikhs to good 
betaviour, togther with a naeeage fom ix Masty' Govan wo the difect 
that this action waa such as any Government might accept as affording honourable 
satisfaction and that the time bad now come to close tha door upon the par, that 
the Thn Jazi incident was at laxt disposed of, The Hejaz-Nojd Government's 
acceptance was notified to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaines on the 80th October, 
and on the 2nd November Mr. MacDonnell resumed his investigation with jaint 
sittings and oaths. 

it issue: the treatment of claims for Ibn 

ds into Transjordan, and for Beni Atiya raids into the Hejaz-Nejd. 
’s Government's contention that the Hejaz-Nejd Governinent was 
sions by their subjects, that Ibn Mashhur was not a rebel 


y wo in Iraq, the Hejaz- 
wy ER 

ible, and that they could not acoept 
responsiility fora chi who remained, with his property, in teritory to which 
His Majesty's Goverument had undertaken to forbid him entry. ‘Ther thin 
matter was allowed to rest until such a time as Thy Mashhur shotld be handed 


meetin, 
on the 14th September and the fal session of the 16th November lay fifty-seven 
working days. Of these, two were lost owing to the Hejaz-Nejd agent's illness, 
thirty-two owing to his withdrawals, and only twenty-three were occupied by 
Joint sittings of both sides. A wearing period for all concerned, it is well over. 
(0) So much for the raids of the past, Those of the present—that is, 
the Ist August—remain to be liquidated, the Hejaz-Nejd Government 
[o131} a4 
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agreed on the 27th October with His Majesty's Government and the Transjordan 
Government that the arbitration should be regarded as covering all raids made 
prior to the 1st August and that no claims should thereafter be made concerning 
them, Since the Ist August the Transjordan Government have registered protests 
against four raids by Hejas-Nejd tribesmen, one on the Ath September (which 
caused the Ibn Jazi incident of the 2th), two on the 26th October and one on 
the 30th October, involving a total of some 1,100 camels. In the same period the 
Hejaz-Nejd Government have protested against twelve raids by Transjordan 
tribesmen, two in August, three in September (the Ist, 2nd and 23rd), four in 
October (the 10th, 11th, 26th and 1st), and three in November (the 1st, Sth and 
18th), involving five men and one woman killed and about 1,180 camels, taking 2 
herd to average fifty. : 

(¢) The results of His Majesty's Government's enquiry into the frontier 
situation, with particular reference to raiding (August report, section 7 (c)). 
were considered at an inter-departmental meeting held at the Colonial Office on 
the 26th August. The following recommendations were submitted on. the 
12th September for Treasury sanction :— 


((i) The Bedouin Control Board to be retained 

(ii) A Secret Service Fund of £2,000 per annum to be placed at the disposal 
of the officer commanding the Arab Legion; 

{ii A British intelligence officer to be appointed to the Arab Legion; 

{iv) The mobile reserve to be mechnnised: and 

(¥) Three small intelligence posts to be established on the frontier at 
‘Mudawwara, Azeak and Imshaah. 


‘These decisions having been taken, a memorandum was drawn up by Hix 
Majesty's Government in reply to the Hejaz-Nejd Government's note of the 
25th July and to portions of Thn Saud'’s letters of the 23n1 July and the 
Y3th August to Sir A. Ryan (August report, section 7 (¢)). ‘The frontier situation 
Was roviowed in detail. The Hejaz-Nejd Government were reminded that it war 
the firm conviction of His Majesty's Government that it was nly by the fullest 
co-operation, exchange of information, and consultation on the part of the 
authorities of Transjordan and the Hojaz-Nejd that any real improvement in the 
control of raiding could be achieved, In order to remove any misnnderstanding 
as to the extent of the efforts made on the Trunsjotdan side to effect such at 
improvement, Hin Majesty's Government made a comprehensive and up-to-date 
statement regarding the control measures taken and contemplated in Transjordan, 
‘These meaauires included— 


1) ‘The Bedouin Control Board; 

2 ‘The mechanisation of one company of the Transjordan Frontier Force 

8) The closing to Bedouin of an area lying between the eastern and southern 
frontiers of Transjordan and Bair, Jaflar and Tell Shaber; 

(4) The stationing of armoured-car detachments and aircraft at the few 
water-points in the southern desert of Transjordan and intensive 
reconnaissance work by aircraft: 

(5) A declaration by the Amir Abdullah as to the punishment of tribes who 
raided oF instigated raiding or withheld information about raid 

(6) Powers of arrest given to British detachments patrolling the frontior 
‘area and stationed at the water-points; 

(7) The appointment of a British intelligence olficer on the establishment 
of the Arab Legion with powers to ensure respect for the decisions of 
the Bedouin Control Board, of which he would be a member: and 

(8) The establishment of two advance intelligence posts at Azrak and 
{mshash (Bit Nam), the stationing of an intelligence detachment in 
the old Turkish fort near Mudawwara, and their provision with 
wireless apparatus, 


‘oceasions on which loot had been restored by the Transjordan authorities was 
given. With regard to the Hejaz-Nejd Government's charge that the raids into 
its territories were outside the category of mere raids intended for r plundering, 
bat were a series of hostile attacks conducted on a large scale, with a view to 
aggression, His Majesty's Government and the Transjordan. Government had 
made careful investigations, but could admit no justification for such # sharge. 
In reply to the Hejaz-Nejd Government's disclaimer of responsibility for the 
future if the then frontier situation were to continue, His Majesty's Government 
drew their attention to the extreme gravity of any such refusal of responsibility. 
Such an attitude would not only ‘constitute a denial of obligations clearly 
recognised by international law and custom, but would be entirely at variance 
with the undertakings entered into by Ibu Saud in the Hada ypc? His 
Majesty's Government were unable to admit any such disclaimer of responsibility 
Finally, Tbn Sand’s attention was once more drawn to the importance of bringing 
into operation article $ of the Hadda Agreement, whereby he had undertaken 
that constant communication should be maintained between the local authorities 
‘on both sides of the frontier. The ‘Transjordan authorities had consistently 

wir best to establish contact, but Tha Saud, on his sido, had not only done 

but had actualy dinonraged frontier collaboration. A. neceasary 
gondition of any improvement of the frontier situation must be that the Hejat 
Nejd Government should lend their whole-hearted co-operation 3 

This memorandum was delivered hy His Majesty's Changé d' Affaires on the 

28rd October. Only a rather inconsequent interim reply has as yet been reevived, 
which bitter comp! ide that, of two reports on a frontior incident, 
is Majesty's Government invariably accepted the ono emanating from the 
British-controlled source in. preference to that of tho Hejaz-Nojd authorities, 
confidently vouched for by Fuad Boy himself. 

A solitary attempt at co-operation followed and failed. On the 27th October 
His Majesty's Chargé d'Affnires received and passed on at once to Amman 4 
telegram from Mecca stating that a raiding party had started in the direction of 
‘Transjordan, and inviting the co-operation of the authorities there to deal with 
it, Asa matter of fact, the party had made two large raids on the 26th October, 
and were already safe home again with the loot, 

Tn a note, dated the 19th October, the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
transmitted a message from Tbn Sand to His Majesty's Government. which 
dealt chiefly with the MacDonnell investigation. but ale made. momewhat 
pointed reference to the dangers which he expected would arise from the meeting 
of Transjonfan and Hejaz-Nejd Bedouin whon they went eastward and mingled 
in search of antumn pasture, 


M1. Frag. 


(2) A reply is still awaited by the Hejaz-Nojd Government to its note of the 
2th July to the Iraq Goverament inviting them to send a plenipotentiary to ai 
the “Bon-Voisinage” ‘Treaty, and negotiate an extradition agement, His 
Majesty's Government asked the Acting High Commissioner for Traq, on. the 
th September, for a report on the Traq Government's attitude, but his enquiries 
of the 11th September and the 30th October have apparently not yet disclosed the 
reasons for the untoward delay. 

(0) On the ive of the Hejaz-Nejd Government. notes have been 
exchanged with the Iraq Government providing for the collaboration and periodi¢ 
‘meetings of their frontier officials in order to deal with camel thefts and other 
incidents not to be dignified by the name of raids The director of police in the 
Iraq Southern Desert has been authorised to meet for this purpose with the 
moamur of the Nejd Desert. Thn Arfaj is at present at Rindh, probably to be 
relieved of that post, to which another appointment is expected. 

ithe Hejazi Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs’ note of the 20th August to 
Bagdad on the matter of claims for past raids (August report, section 8 (B)). had 
mentioned the payment to Hix Majesty's Minister at Jedda of £10,000 om this 
account (ibid), For fear that the Iraqi Government should therefore claim the 
Whole of the sum, which really was paid in pursuance of Ibn Sand'e letter to 
Golonel Biscoe of the 27th June, and fell to be divided between Iraqi and Rewer 
sufierers, Tis Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires was instructed in September to 
‘ebtain a confirmation to this effect from the Hejar-Nejd Government, and © 
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sorresponding rectification ‘of the relevant passage in their note of the 
20th August. Fond Bey wrote a personal letter to Mr. Hope Gill on the 
Sth September, unequivocally stating that this sum was that promised by 
Tbn Sand in January, but it proved impossible to induce him to write to Bagdad 

the same sense. ‘Personally, he seemed willing enough to correct his first 

isleading statement, but the King or Yusuf Yasin overrode him. The only 
likely explanation was thought to be that the matter of Tbn Mashhue still stuck in 
their gizzards (June report, paragraph 13, and (@) below). 

In comment on the Hejaz-Nejd claim for £4,000 in respect of damages by 
aircraft (Angust report, section § (b)), the Air Council opined that the claim 
should be emphatically repudiated, there being verification of only two of the 
claims, in both of which cases the casualties were inflicted in Iraq or Koweit 
territory on hostile parties engaged in raiding Iraq tribes, and after fire had 
been opened on the aircraft. 

(c) A further ly was received from the Hejaz-Nejd Government and 
transmitted to Bagdad about the alleged activities of Tbn Sand’s agents on the 
frontier marches of Traq (Angust report, section 8 (d)). "No comment on ether 
answer has been recrived. 

(a) The Tho Mashhur affair is still unsettled (August report, section § (d)) 
‘The certain hope held in June that it would be disposed of in the near future has 
now been quite belied. At the end of Angust it was uncertain. whether 
King Feisal would accept Ibn Sand’s letter of pardon, but by the beginning of 
September this difficulty was tided over and news was received on. the 
‘3rd September that arrangements for Ibn Mashhur's journey vid Damascus were 
nearing completion, His Majesty's Government, however. at once pointed out 
That Ton Sand must be consulted before the arrangements’ were completed, and 
that these should include proper steps to ensure that Tbn Mashhur would, in'fact, 
reach the Hejaz. ‘Theresipon Nuri Pasha telegraphed on the 10th September to 
Fuad Bey thit Thn Mashhor hind been guaranteed absolnte pardon in respect of 
his life, property and. personal freedom and woold travel to the Hejaz vid 
Dama aed for, telegraphic confirmation, 

munication drew trom Fund Bey the reply that Thn Saud’s promise 

inal to grant" Aman " to Tb Mashhur needed no further confirmation 

and that it was impousible to agree to Tbn Mashhur coming by the Damascus 

route, Fuad Bey at once came to Jedda to talk the matter over with His Majesty's 

Change W’Aftaires He explained that it was Ton Saude intention neither to 

nor to disposes thn Mashhur. His life was asured, and be would not 

be held to account for the crimes of lése-majerté and rebellion against the State, 

but would have to answer any civil claims for damages caused by his raids. Fuad 

Bey insisted, moreover, that the proposed method of his return offered no 

guarantee that he would, leave Syria and reach the Hejaz or would, indeed, be 
allowed by the French to leave, 

In transmitting these observations on the 14th September, 

Chargé d’Affaires pointed out that earlier in the year His Maj 
hind stated that they could not agree to Thn Mashhur's return to Syria except by 
consent of the French Government, in view of his past history and close 
association with Syrian rebels. He enquired whether it would not be possible to 
deliver the man by air to the Hejaz authorities at Wejh or the Hejaz-Nejd agent 
at Amman, where his presence might be opportune to the investiga is 
raids by Mr. MacDonnell. His Majesty's Government found that Fuad Bey’s 
attitude was not unreasonable, nnd expres to Bagdad the hope that agreement 
would be reached with the Hejar-Nejd for Tbn Mashhur’s return by one or other 
of the more direct routes that had been mentioned or else by the authorities in 
the Iraq Southern Desert, bat it was learned on the 19th September. that 
Feisal and ex-King Ali regarded it as essential to their honour that Tha 
Mashhur should go to Thn Saud of his own free will, Variously described as an 
uuntutored Bedouin youth and a tall, intelligent fellow of 40, he refused to travel 
either by sea or by way of Nejd. 

Toni Saud at fength, on the 7th October, received a telegram from King Feisal 
simply saying that Tn Mashhur was proceeding, It was learned, however, on 
the 10th that he lind not left, but that the Acting High Commissioner for Iraq 
tad advited King Fesal thai he ehonld communicate with thn Sod aboat the 
proposed arrangements for his journey. His Majesty's Government bad 
Iheanwhite suggested that Tbn Mashhur he flown to Sux and shipped thence te 


u 


Jedda, or to Amman, and motored thence to Qaryat, but apparently Transjordan 
was considered too hot for him, and, in any he refused to fly. Both 
King Foisal and bis Prime Miniser were strongly in favour of hie travelling by 
Damascus, and the Iraq Government took full responsibility for his arrival at 
Jedda and said they would send one of their own men with him. 

On the 15th October His Majesty's Government. tclegraphed strongly 
deprecating the proposal to wend Thn Mashhur throogh Syria unless Tha Saud 
had definitely stated that he had no objection, The risk of his escape in Syria 
Was very great and could not fail to have most serious consequences. His 
Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires expressed the fear, however, that it would be a 
waste of time and also impolitic to press Ibn Saud further to agree to the Syrian 
rote, for any sach agreement an his part could nt fail to engage his own a8 well 
as the Iraq Government's responsibility in circumstances over which neither of 
them would have full control 


ey 


would 
arran; 


informed that he was fil 
was prepared to surrend. 
followers then in 


‘he Intest news from Syria is to the effect that 
Bedouin Control Board, had nt 7 


la camp at 
ach ack 


There, too, rests, for the moment, this unfortunate affair, which began on 
the 24th December, 1920, with Thn Mashhur's escape into Traq as a rebel trom 
Tha Saud. and has since done more than anything else to poreon the friendly 
relations between Iraq and Hejaz-Nejd. 

(6) The appointment in October of Dr. Damluji as Tragi Minister for Foreign 
Affairs was not liked in Mecca. “He was for many years Tbn Saud's Foreign 
Minister and left the Hejaz under a clond in 1928. ‘The Hejazi Acting Minister 
for Foreign Affairs has informed His Majesty's Chargé-d'Affaires that. while his 
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Government cantiot, of course, interfere in what is primarily a domestic concern 
of the Trag Government, they cannot, nevertheless, correspond with the new 
Minister.” Matters of mutual concern are therefore sill being dealt with by the 
Hejaz-Nejd Government through the Iraqi Prime Minister. 
(f) The subject of the Hashimite faruily Property, in the Hejax was again 
raised in September, when the Acting High Commissioner for Iraq forwarded 
to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires letters from ex-King Ali and his sister to 
their agents in Jedda and Mecca with a request for their delivery. As the 
contents of the letters involved the use of His Majesty's Legation as an inter- 
mediary for the receipt of Hashimite revenues, the matter was referred to His 
Majesty's Government, who were of the opinion that, were the questi 
return of Thn Mashhur satisfactorily disposed of and the " Bon-Voi 
Treaty signed, the situation might be easier, but that meanwhile much harm 
might be done by the intervention of His Majesty's Legation in the delicate 
muestjon of Hashimite properties under the Ssudian régime. Fresh letters were 
Gherefore sent from Bagdad instructing the agents to pay the Tevenves into 8 
local bank. and delivery of the letters was duly effected by His Majesty's 


Legation 


12, Koweit. 


(a) Tho question of conducting negotiations on the Persian Gulf side of 
Arabia on tho subject of the commercial blockade of Koweit and other Persian 
Gulf matters (August report, section 9 (a) ) has been further studied bat a decision 
fas ot yet been renched. A irnft agreement on Nejd-Koweit affairs for presenta: 
tion to Tbn Saud has also been under consideration, 

(b). The activities of Ibn Arfaj (August report, section 9 (b)) have now been 
curbed by Thn Saud himself, and an agreeable exchange of letters took place in 
October with the Sheikh of Kowsit, who exp himself as pleased and 
gratified at the turn of events 


18. Bakrein, 


‘A strong commission under Mobammed-at-Tawil was despatched to the 
‘Hasa const. in September to study the commercial situation on the spot and to 
report on the possibilities of Nejdi ports on the Persian Gulf. It is hoped to 
attract pilgrim traffic and eventually trade to those ports, and the commission's 
recommendations will in all probability aim at a shorteircuiting of Bahrein 
and its transit dues, while oreating new customs revenue for the Hejaz-Nejd. 


14, Femen. 


__ For years past it has been consistently rumoured that Tbn Saud was on the 
point of attacking the Imam Yahia. In November the tables were said to be 
turned and the Imam was to chastise Ibn Saud for meddling too deeply in 
Idrisi affairs (see 15 below), ‘The latter did indeed despatch a thousand or 
of his tribesmen into Asie, but probably only as a precautionary measure in 
connexion with his assumption of the administration of Idrisi Province. 


15. Asir. 


As a result of the groundwork done since last May by two Roval Commissions 
appointed by Thn Saud to ed the affairs of Asir, and following upon an 
encouraging letter from Ibn Sand, Sayyid-al-Hosan-al-Idrisi telegraphed to him 
on the 9th October entrasting him with the administration and finances of the 
Idrisi Province. The province had, of course, been declared a Sandian 
Protectorate in the Mecca Agreement’ of 1926, but its article 6 had expressly 
reserved the administration of the territory to Sayyid-al-Hasan. Ibn Sand 
replied accepting the new charge and an Irisi deputation left for Mecca beari 
‘wo formal letters of request from the Sayyid and his Legislative Council, coucl 
in the most servile terms. The outstanding feature of the Sayyid’s letter was 
his concern for his personal rights and honour and the regard due to his personal 
friends and relatives, 

‘The Idrisi deputation and Saudian Council of Ministers sat in November 
in Mecea under the presidency of the Amir Feisal to elaborate the details of the 
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new administration. ‘They submitted report to Ibn Saud on the 16th November 
recommending that— 
(i) The Sayyid should remain as head of the Idrisi Government, all orders 
being issued in his name on bebalf of Ibn Sand; 
(ii) Ibn Saud should appoint an Amir as chief executive officer 
(iii) A legislative council should assist the Amir with advice; 
(iv) Ibu Saud shonld appoint a director of finance; 
(s) Due regard should be paid to the Sayyid and his family in all 
respects; and 
(vi) All decisions of the council should be submitted for the Sayyid’s 
approval, any subject of dissent between them being referred to 
Ibn Saud, 


Ibn Saud thereupon issued a Royal Order dated the 26th Noveiher approvin 
the above report and defining the composition and functions of the council an 
the powers of the Amir. The former are to foster the interests of the province, 
‘its commerce, agriculture, and education, provided that these do not clash with 
the interests of neighbouri 
and Bedouin affairs. The 


Hamod-ash-Shawair has been appointed Amir of Anir, 


I11.—Intornational Relations, 


16. British Commonwealth. 

(@) On the occasion of the ** R. 101" disaster, of condolence were 
telegraphed by Ton Saud to His Majesty tho King and by the Ministry for 
Foreign Adauirs to His Majesty's Goverument through the Legation, 

(®) On the 10th November Sheikh Hafiz Wahba was received in audience 


ty the King at Buckingham Palace and presented his leters of credence. ox 


Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary trom the King of the Hejaz 
and Nejd and its Dependencies, 

(c) On the 14th September the Acting Minixter for Foreign Affairs requested 
His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires to inforin His Majesty's Government of the 
Hejaz-Nejd Government's desire to appoint consuls at Bombay and Singapore 
for commercial and pilgrimage purposes. Mr. Hope-Gill accordingly sought the 
views of His Majesty's Government, The initial reactions of tho Governments 
of Bombay and Singapore were unfavourable to the proposal, but the matter in 
still under discussion, 

(@) The Acting Minister for Foreign Affaire has shown an increased 
disposition to minimise the difficulties of conducting business between his 
Ministry in Taif and Mecca and His Majesty's Legation at Jedda, He has 
made daily use of the primitive telephone system, and himself visited 
Jedda from the 30th August to the 2nd September, the 20th September to the 
Ist October, and the 10th to the 12th November, when he accompanied the 
Amir Feisal. On the latter occasion His Majesty's Chargé d’Alfaires was 
assured that the latter's appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs with 
Fuad Bey as his Under-Secretary at Jedda was imminent, It still i 


17, Italy. 

‘Much the same impression in regard to Italy's waned interest in the Yemen 
as was noted in the Jedda report for August (section 13 (2)) has been, gathered 
in Egypt. Italy now sees the Soviets advancing towards the commercial position 
in the Imam's dominions which she coveted for herself. 


18, Germany, 

(a) The treaty of friendship between Germany and the Hejaz-Nejd of the 
20th April, 1929, ratified by Ibn Saud on the 7th June, 1920, and approved by the 
German law of the 25th July, 1980, came into force on the 6th November with 
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the exchange of ratifications on that date at Cairo. ‘The text of the treaty was 
enclosed in the Jedda report for August 1929. 

(2) Herr Heinrich de Haas, son of the head of the Western Department of 
tho German Foreign Office, arrived in Jedda on the Sth October. A man of 
about $5, born in Australia and speaking fluent English, he is studying the 
commereial possibilities of the Hejaz-Nejd. 1f he determites to remain he wil 
probably represent Germany as consul. German interests are at present 
unofficially in Dutch hands, 


19. Egypt. 

‘The Egyptian consul visited Mecca several times during October and 
November to discuss with Ibn Saud and his Ministers an improved modus vivendi 
between the two countries, 1t appears that sulfcieot adranoe was made to 
warrant the special visit which Ashmuni Bey made to Cairo at the end of 
November. 


20, Palestine, 

‘the English text of the Money Order Agreement with the Hejaz, signed by 
the Postmaster-General of Palestine, was remitted on the 14th November to the 
Hojaz-Nejd Government for their signature and communication of the Arabic 
uxt 


IV.— Air Matters. 
21. Hojaz Air Foree. 

‘The four Wapiti machines, after an overbaul and refit at the Royal Air 
Foree Depot, left Hinaidi on the Sth September, piloted by Chiof Pilot Morris, 
Mr, North, Mr. Lowe, and Flight-Lieutenant Pearson, who was lent by the 
Royal Air Force, They reached Amman on the oth, and arrived at Wejh on the 
10th, “There they were held up by a delayed delivery of proper fuel, but left on 
the 78th for Yanbo, and reached Jedda on the following day, where they were 
met by the Acting Minister for Foreign Af_airs and His Majesty's Chargé 
d' Affaires, Their route, distance, and times were as follows >— 

Darin-Shaibah, $10 miles: 3 hours 50 minutes 
Shaibab-Hinaidi, 200 miles: 3 hours 35 minutes 
Hinaidi-Rutba, 240 miles: 3 hours, 
Rutba-Amman, 202 miles: 3 35 minutes. 
Amman-Maan, 125 miles: 1 hour 4S minntes 
Ma’an-Wejh, 280 miles: 3 hours 30 minutes 
Wejh-Yenbo, 178 miles: 2 hours 10 minutes 
Yonbo-Jedda, 197 miles : 2 hours 85 minutes 


On the 18th September the three Hejaz Air Force pilots were summoned to 
if by Thn Saud, and were very cordially received, only a few of the more 
fanatical of the Noi Bedouin withdrawing from the King’s side as he preted 
the pilota. ‘The flight returned to Jedda on the 20th, Mr. Morris having 
suceeded in convincing Ihn Saud that the Taif aerodrome was quite unsuitable 
to serve as headquarters of the force. October and November have been spent in 
organising the aerodrome and decrepit hangars at Jedda, binning the stores and 
material received by sea from Darin, and working on three D.H.9 machines, 
relics of King Hussein's days, A school of aeronautics was also organised by 
Mr, Morris under instructions from the Hejaz-Nejd Government to train six 
Arab pilots, twelve riggers, and twelve fitters. So far, only one embryo pilot hi 
prescalted himself, and has proved to be most unpromising toatertal 
‘The Hejaz-Nejd Government approached His Majesty's Government in 
Ostober for the selection and purchase of two instructional machgaes and the 
supply of Vickers and Lewis guns and spare parts for the Wapitis. 


22. Arab Aeronautical Society. 

‘The formation of this society in November marked a step forward, which at 
present is a veritable step into space. Its avowed objects are to enoout 
aviation in Tbn Saud's dominions and morally and materially to help the Hejaz- 
Nejd army by presenting machines and equipment for training the youth of 
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Arabia to fly. There probably never was a country less scientifically inclined or a 
youth more completely lacking in essential qualifications. The jest sounds all the 
‘more hollow against its backing of empty coffers, private as well as public 


Royal Air Force 


/A Southampton ying boat was forced down by engine trouble in the Persian 
Gulf on the 19th September, and taxied into Nejd territorial waters to shelter 
behind Abn Ali Island. A second boat having brought spares, they both left for 
Basra the next morning. This technical infringement of a jealously guarded 
sovereiznty was duly communicated with the necessary explanation to the Hejaz~ 
Nejd Government. The only relevant comment of the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs was that to deny shelter would be inhuman 


V—Military Intelligence. 
24. Yemen “ Front.” 
About 1,300 Ataiba tribesmen are reported to have been moved southward 
into Asir, probably asa precautionary measure against any movement on the part 
of the Imam hostile to the new Idrisi régime (seo 14 above). 


25, Transjordan" Front.”” 


‘The Iate August rumours of tribal concentrations at Mail and Tabuk (August 
report, section 28) were to some extent confirmed by information which reached 
the Transjordan anthorities in September. No further reports, however, have 
been received to indicate that anything unnsual ia brewing, Whe tribal concentra. 
tions, which seem undoubtedly to have taken place, may have been in the nature of 
4 census of fighting men in connexion with the military organisation of the 
country. 


26. General. 


im routes 
A Syrian refugee, Nabifi-al-Adhima, who xaw service for some time in the 
Turkish army, was appointed Director of Military Organisation in September 
and has since carried out a tour of inspection as far north ax Khuraiba on the 
Hejaz const. There wus talk of placing the Hejaz Air Force under his command, 
bat, in view of its special nature, it has been reserved to the Ministry for Foreign 
fairs. 


VI.—Navat Visits, 


27. None of His Majesty's ships visited Jedda during the period under 
roview. The French despatch vessel " Montmirail ” entered an the 6th September 
to return the French Charge dfs b to the Yemen, and left on 


VIL—Pilgrimage. 


28. “Asia” 


‘The report of the court of enquiry held at Marseilles on the burning of the 
“Asin has now been communicated through His Ma jesty's ‘Ambascador. at 
Paria rials docu ax that hich ct the findings of the 
fejazi commit wrt, section captain and crew 

stated to have upheld the best traditions of the Trench Toereantile marines one 
interesting page of the report showing the reaction of French logic to the breach 
‘of the custom which would have a captain he the last to leave his shi 

‘The wreck is in the hands of the underwriters, who are represented in Jedda 
by Messrs Gellatly, Hankey and Co. The local authorities made an attempt to 
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intervene in October, stating that, having taken charge of the hulk, they wanted 
‘receipt for oue of its boats which the firm holds, but on being asked for a receipt 
for the“ Asia” they quickly Jet the matter drop. 


29, Forget Rupee Notes. 

‘The Government of India decided to take no action themselves with a view to 
having the forgers and dealers entrapped through the agency of the Indian vice- 
consi who had discovered them during his ‘leave im Syria. (August. report, 
section 32), They preferred that the matter be entrusted to the French 
authorities, but declared themselves to be vitally interested and ready liberally 
to recognise any good work done by officials or private persons. His Majesty's 
consul-general at Heirut therefore, placed the eave and the evidence collected by 
Munshi Thsanullah in the hands of the Sireté générale, and a plan elaborated 
by the munshi was agreed upon. Unfortunately, it was badly handled by the 
French inspector in charge and failed. His leave having expired, Thsanullah 
returned disconsolate to Jedda, bat letters followed him frotm Syria which showed 
that the gang were still bent on profitable business during the coming pilgrimage 
season, “At the end of November, therefore, he was applying his undoubted 
talents to another Machiavellian plan to entice the gang’s chief broker once more 
into the hands of the police. 


90, 1981 Pilgrimage 

The first pilgrim ship from the Dutch East Indies arrived on 
the 11th November; nine ships had arrived by the end of the month, bringing just 
‘over 3,000 pilgrims, chiefly Javanese, but, including a few Malays. Last year 
the first ship arrived on the 19th November, and the first nine ships brought 
nearly 8,000 pilgrims. The fall is symptomatic of world conditions, and foretell 
an extremely loan year for the Hejaz, the great majority of whose population 
lives and used to batten upon the devout of Islam. 

Jn spite of the supponed preparatory work of the Haj Commission and the 
Viceroy's viait of the 10th November to Jedda to put the finishing touches, there 
was much npreparedness and tho usual alarms and excursions Pilgrims who 
had landed in the morning were still penned in the customs late at might. The 
rice they had bronght—and being daintily stomached the Javanese bring large 
quantition of their own—was subjected without warning to an import duty, s 
hitherto unheard-of imposition, A few days later the tax had to be repealed, but 
was replaced by a new poll-tax of 5 piastros exacted from the pilgrims indirectly 
throngh the mutawifer oF pilgrim’ brokers. Shortly: afterwatis the brokers 
banded together to defeat the virtual monopoly in motor transport which the 
Government, has this year scoured to itself and sent all their pilyeims to Mecea 
hy camel. ‘They were immediately disbanded and auaponded from their pro. 
feasions by a Royal decroe, which was only annulled to be replaced by another 
ordaining that afl pilgrims must hereceforth visit the Holy Places by motor car. 
‘A sop of 5 per cont, however, has since heen cast to the camel drivers, who are 
now making common case with the carpenters, the traditional hirers of camel 
littors, to induce the Government to meet the debts which they have contracted by 
their proparations for normal pilgrimage custom. 

he position a to the duos and taxes payable by this year's pilgrims is still 
officially obscured. The Hejaz-Nojd Government have been pressed for the 
tariff, but have not yet thoughe fit to communicate it. The trath of course is 
that it is stil in a state of nx. Opportunist measures are being taken at the 
eloventh hour to minimise as much as possible the effects of what is now foreseen 
tobe a disastrocsly poor pilgrimage, anv a fixed tariff i unlikely tobe published 
‘until the extra burden which oan be placed on such pilgrims, as do come, has 
beon calculated by trial and error, 


VILL —Slarery. 


31. During the period under review four slaves were manumitted by the 
Legation and repatriated to the Sudan, and two were manumitted locally. With 
View to preventing runaway slaves from reaching Jedda, orders have been 
issued in the interior requiring all negroes to carry travel permits from a 
recognised authority whenever they wish to move. 





IX.—Miscellancous 
ibtiography, 
The “ Umm-al-Qura has teen interesting itself in the history of Nejd 
nd published on the 6th September a list of old Arabic historians and historical 
documents, It also stated that one Abdullah-al-Angari has been commissioned 
aud to write a modern history of Nejd. The paper has also been 
publishing Sheikh Yusaf Yasin's journal of the 1920 rebellion in weekly 
Instalmen 
Mr, Philby's “* Arabia,” published in September in Renn’s ‘Modern 
World ” series edited by Mr.'H. A. L. Fisher, is not so much a history of Arabia 
asa detailed and biased account of Wabhabism; as such it is excellent, 


33. Reuter. 

Reuter's agents in Jedda, Messrs. Gellatly, Hankey and Co, have been 
examining the possibility of introducing a daily news-service for’ the Hejaz. 
‘News from the outside world at present drifts in with the mails at irregular 
weekly or ten-day intervals. 


34. Legation Personnel, 


proconsal, Me. Seager, on the Oth November. The Malay pilgrimage officer, 
Jaji Abdul Majid, arrived on the 28th November for his pilgrimage season, 


Meteorological, 

Observations taken within doors at the Legation show the following averages 
of office tetporatare and atmospheric humidity for the six months ended the 
80th November ;— 


| ‘Temperate 
Humic 
Avernge | 
Minion | Lowest 
ae Night, 


a fo 


% 
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There were four short “simoom” xpolls in June, four in July, five in 
August, one in October, and two in Novetaber, when a hot desert wind blew for 
a few hours and humidity dropped to between 50 por cent. und 25 per cent. 

The first rain fell in a thunderstorm of the 28rd (about 3 inches). Rain 
fell again on the 29th November (about 4 inch), 

Wind was 90 per cent: constant and 80 per cent, W.N.W. 





(B 283/288/25} No, 3, 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A, Hendervon.—(Received Janvary 19, 1981.) 
(No. 878) 
Sir, Tedlda, December %, 1930. 
IN my telegram No. 240 of the 10th December I had the honour to report. 
that I had arrived at Jedda on that day ow my return from leave. It may be worth, 
while to record the additional fact that Fuad Bey Hamza, now Under-Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs, came down from Mecca specially to reccive me on behalf of the 
King and to present his personal greetings. He met me at the custom-house and 
131) = 
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delivered cordial messages from Ibn Saud, accompanied by an expression of regret 
that he had been compelled to time his departure for Riadh so that it coincided 
with my arrival, Fuad Bey, who will certainly continue to play the leading x 
in foreign affairs, especially as regards the maintenance of relations with forei 
representatives, Was most effusive in his personal welcome to my wife and myself. 
2 Fund Bey had to return to Mecca the same afternioon as the King was 
Ave to leave for Nofd that evening and actoally started on the moraing of the 20th, 
T have, consequently, had no opportunity of discussing auy business with the 
Under-Secretary and'am unlikely to see the King himself for at least two months, 
possibly a good deal longer. 5 
3... The condiality of my reception shows that Tbn Saud desires to stand well 
with His Majesty's Government. optimisin that T might be tempted to feel 
is discounted by the prospect of having to deal with varios contentious questions 
and more especially by the blackness of the financial outlook, whieh is worse than 
when Tleft in August. [tis now such that I shall inevitably have to bring strong 
iressture to bear to procure the settlement of outstanding debts, like that due to the 
Government of India for arms and ammunition supplied last year, arrears due to 
the Eastern Telegraph Company in reapect of telegrams despatched by the Port 
Sudan cable and the considerable amounts due to Messrs, Gellatly, Hankey and 


Co, (Limited), ict 
ve. &e. 
ANDREW RYAN, 





(B 287/287/25) No. 4. 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderson —(Received January 19, 1981.) 
(No. 374) 
‘Sir, JSedda, December 30, 1930, 

I TIAVE the honour to enclose herewith a copy of a Green ‘Book issued by 
the Hejaz-Nejd Government containing the text of the treaty betyreen the He} 
Nojd and Turkey, which was signed by Fuad Bey Hamza and Abdul Gha 
Seni Bey, tho Turkish representative hero, at Macen on the 3rd August, 1920.) 
Teenclone a translation of the preliminary portion of the treaty, which is followed 
by the text of the articles as given in tranafation in the enclosure in Me. Edmond's 

patch from Constantinople, No. 101 of the 21st May last. 

2. ‘The Green Dook alto contains the following texts, Vi. — 

A decree of Ibn Saud, dated the 21st November, 1990, approving the treat 

Notes exchanged between Seni Bey and Fuad Bey Hamza on 

‘Mth December, 1980, recording the promulgation of the Turkish law of 
the 16th May, 1930, sanctioning the treaty, and a subsequent agreement 

Th that ber pepe wise te exchans py et it ey Ha cory 

1 protocol of exchange of ratifications a amza an 
Seni Bey on tho 10th December, 1930 = 

3, T enclose a translation of the laxt of the documents mentioned in. the 

preceding paragraph. ies 
ave, &e. 


ANDREW RYAN 


Enclosure 1 in No.4. 


ful, the Compassionate. 
raise be to God alone. Prayers and pedce be upon the last Prophet. 
We, Abdul Aziz Ibn Abdurrabman-al-Faisal-Al-Saud, King of the Hejar, 
Nejil and its Dependencies. 
Whereas a Treaty of Friendship bas been concluded between us and 
Excellency the President of the Turkish Republic, with x view to establishing 
and strengthening the relations between our countries, and signed by a 


(Nob printed. 





i) 


plenipotentiary on bebalf of his Excellency and a plenipotentiary on our behalf, 
both being fully and mutually authorised, at Mecca Mukarrama on the twenty 
seventh day of Safar, in the year one thousand three Iundred and forty-eight 
Hejri (corresponding to the Sr August, 1930) 

This as follows :— 

In the name of God the Most Merciful, the Compassionate. 

The Kingdom of Hejaz, Nejd and its Dependencies on the one part, and the 
Turkish Republic on the other, 

Being desirous of strengthening, of firmly establishing and of pla 
basis of mutual good understanding the sincere friendly relations existing 
between them, 

Have decided to conclude » Treaty of Friendship and Good Understanding. 

For this purposo His Majesty the King of the Hejar, Nojd and its 
Dependencies appointed his Excellency Fuad Bey Hamza, Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and his Excellency the President of the Turkish Republic 
appointed his Excelleney Abviul Ghani Seni Bey, the repreneatativn of the 

‘rkieh Republic in the Hejaz, ax plenipotentiaries on their behalf 

After their credentials had been exchanged and found valid, they agreed on 
the following articles. 

(Text ax givon in enclosure to Mr. Edmond’s despatch No. 161 of the 

2st May, 1920, to Foreign Office) (*) 


Enclosure 2 in No, 4, 
Pnorocon. 


lange of Ratification Decrees of the Treaty of Friendship and Good 
Understanding concluded between the Kingdom of Hejas, Nejd and ite 
Dependewoies and the Turkish Republic. 


THE undersigned, who are authorised by their Governments to exchange the 
ratification decrees of the Treaty of Friendship and Good Understanding signed, 
at Mecca Mukarrama on the 27th Safar, 1348 (corresponding to the &rd August, 
1929), between the Kingdom of Hejaz, Nejd and its Dependencies and the 
‘Turkish Republic, have mot on the date tndermentioned, 

After checking the two documents and finding them true copies, they have 
drawn up this protocol to signify that the said exchange has taken place offlially. 


Written at Jedda this 20th day of Rajab, 1349 (corresponding to the 
10th December, 1930). 
FUAD HAMZA, 


Acting Minister for Foreign Affaire— 


A. SENI, 
Turkish Chargé dA ffaires, 


() Maclonare in Section 3, May 24, 1980, 


E 6815 /3094/91) Now 5 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda), 
No. 82) 
‘Sir, Foreign Office, January 19, 1981, 
WITH reference to Foreign Office despatch No. 198 of the 16th September, 
1929, to Mr. Bond, I transmit to you, for your information and guidance, the 
ng copy of a revised memorandum of instructions on the question of 
the channels for communication with King Ibn Saud and the Hejaz-Nejd 
Government, to be used by the British authorities in neighbouring countri 
2, The memorandum has been drawn up in the light of your conversations 
an the subject with members of my Department, and as a rest of consultation 
with the other Departments of His Majesty's Government concerned. It is being 
(erst) c2 
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issued as an instruction to the High Commissioners for Traq, Palestine and 
Transjordan, the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf and other British 
officials in the Near and Middle East concerned 

3. The instructions therein should he rezarded as superseding thowe 
contained in the memorandum enclosed in the Foreign Office despatch referred to 


above. 
T have, &e. 
‘ARTHUR HENDERSON. 


Enclosure in No. 5. 


Memorandum respecting Communications with Ibn Saud and the Hejaz-Nejd 
Government. 


‘THE creation of a British Legation at Jedda and the establishment of more 
normal diplomatic relations with King Ibn Saud have necessitated a revision of 
the arrangements embodied in the Foreign Oltice memorandum of the 
1th Septeinber, 1929 (enclosed in the despatch No. 108 of the same date to His 
Majesty's agent and consul at Jedda), which is superseded in its entirety by the 
presont memoranduso, 3 

2, It is desired in future to conduct relations with King Ibn Sand and his 
Government as far as possible in accordance with the usual diplomatic 

rocedure. Matters which appear to the British authorities in Iraq, Palestine, 
Transjordan, the Persian Gulf and elsewhere to require representations to 
King Ibn Saud or his Government will, therefore, normally be referred by the 
High Commissioners, the Political Resident, &c., to the respective Government 
Departments in London, if they involve quoations of policy, or direct to Hix 
Majesty's Legation at Jedda, if of lessor iasportance, Copies of despatches rent 
to Landon should, save in exceptional circurmstances, be sent direct to Jedda, and 
Lelograms repeated to that post. Sinnilarly, in the case of dewpatches’ and 
telegrams addressed direct to Jedda, copies and repetitions should be sent to 
Lon 
1B. Whon roports are addressed to Hix Majesty's Government, the Forel 
Office will imue any necessary instructions to Hix Majesty's Minister at Jedda, 
‘When they are addressed to Jed, is Malesty's Minster will ue is diertion 
uv to the form of any represeatations which he considers he can properly make to 
the Hoejati authorities without secking or awaiting inatractions from is 
Majesty's Government. 

f.. The British authorities in Iraq, Palestine, Transjordan, the Persian 
Gulf, Se, may use their discretion ax to drafting any’ proposed representations in 
the form of a memorandum suitable for transmission verbatim to the Hojaz-Nejd 
nuthorities, Tl procedure may conveniently be followed when the subject 
thatter consinte mainly of a recital of facts, Tn all cases, however, His Majesty's 
Minister will have discretion to wie the memorandum as he thinks fit, He will 
‘alin have discretion, if he elects to forward the memorandum, to introduce minor 
Alterations of Innguage not affecting the sense of the document. 

3. It is realised that, when King Thn Saud is in parts of Arabia remote 
from Jedda, and within easice reach of Bagdad, Amman, or the Persian Gulf, 
cases may arise of such importance and urgency as to make it desirable that the 
views of His Majesty's Government or the British authorities concerned should 
be conreyed to him by the quickest available means. In such cases, the British 
uthorities concerned ahonld report to His Majesty's Government by telegram. 
indicating the reasons for and the nature of the proposed representations, and 
repeating their telegram to His Majesty's Minister at Jedda. They should not, 
hawever, actually despatch such communications to King Tho Satid until the 
receive the approval of Hix Majesty's Government, save in some exceptional 
cmengoniey, when cirenmstances render it essential, in their opinion, that they 
Should act without awaiting sanction, Should this be done, their action and the 
reasons for it abould simultaneously be reported by telegram to His Majesty's 
Government, and the telegram repeated to His Majesty’s Minister at Jedda. 

G._ Tn certain eases, ¢.7., when King Tbn Saud has been in personal relations 


with British authorities in’ Traq, Transjordan ot the Persian Gulf. he may 
possibly address letters direct to such authorities. Tn such cases the officer 
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addressed should, unless the subject of the letter is of minor importance, obtain, 
before replying, the instructions of the senior British representative in the 
territory concerned, or, in the case of the territories bordering on the Persian 
Gulf, of the Political Resident, and in all cases, even if he replies without doing 
this, copies of the correspondence should be sent through the usual channels to 
His Majesty's Government and to His Majesty's Minister at Jedda. It is not 
desired to encourage communications of this kind; but they may on certain 
», especially if they arise out of personal friendly 

rovided (a) that the matters dealt with are, in 

that the necessary steps are taken to keep His 


authorities in Iraq, Palestine, Transjordan, the Persian Gulf, &c,, fully informed 
by despatch or telogram, as the case may be, of all matters’ affecting thoao 
authorities, regarding w! ich be is in communication with the Foreign Office or 
the Hejaz-Nejd authorities. He will normally leave it to the authori 
concerned, more especially the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, to suppl 
the Government of India with information, where this may be necessary; but, in 
cases immediately affecting that Government or having an important bearing on 
thei interests oF policy or requiring decision ty them, or having important 
Moslem reactions, he will communicate direst with the Political and Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India. 


Foreign Office, January V5 1981 


(B 418/2/25) No. 6 


High Commissioner for Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
a (Utaceieed in Foreign Ofice, January ‘Sy 


(No. 51) 
(Telegraphic) P. Bagdad, January 28, 1981 

OES Facets condition (2) io Jodda telggeam No. {to Foreign fice, Prime 
Minister states that having signed ‘Bon Voisinage" Agreement he would, of 
course, get it ratified ax soon as possitle, but that unless he can go to Jedda 
during present session of Iraq Parliament, ratification will have to be left over 
till next session, which opens on Ist November. 

As regards condition (b), Prime Miniater xays he has no intention of taking 
UP & non poxrumus attitude, but ix quite ready to consider any proposal put 
forward by Hejaz-Nejd Government as soon as “ Bon Voisinage ” Agreement is 

ened. T am requesting him to send a letter in this sense superscding letter 

No, 4178 of 11th December, and I will discuss with him question raised in 
penultimate paragraph of Jedda telegram nnder reference ag soon ax I receive 
views of His Majesty's Government thereon, I? Prim Minister's proposed vi 
is approved in principle King Feiaal will doubtless communicate with Tha Situd 
ais suggested, but T can scarcely ark hitn to do my until Hix Majesty's Government 
have concurred in the proposal, 

(Repeated to Jedida, No. 2) 





[B 408/408 /25) No.7. 
a Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderton.—(Received January 26.) 
ai Jedda, January 6, 1981. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the usual confidential report on 
the heads of the other foreign missions at this post, 


Thave, &e. 
ANDREW RYAN. 


(6131) o3 
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Enclosure in No. 7. 


Report on Heads of Foreign Missions at Jedda. 
Egypt. 

THE Egyptian representative, M. Hassan (or Hassan Bey) El-Achmouni, bas 
no definite status owing to the non-existence of normal relations between Egypt 
and Ten Saud, but calls himself cousnl. He is an intelligent young man ol 
pethaps not more than 90, and is « good example of a modern-minded Egyptian. 
Fie epoaks French well, and is readier to frequent Europea society than the other 
Moslem colleagues are] but he seers to keep in pretty close touch with the latter 
and With local cules. He shows every wign of desiring to stand well with the 
British Legation. Ie is always pleasant and sometimes quite interesting in 
conversation. Aitogether he sustains a diffioult position very happily. He is 
tmmarried- 


France. 
M. Roger Maigret, who ocoupies the peculiar position of being Cha: 
iA Maiete at lisend at pial oats contains, bie ans ot permape O0- 2 
has had a long career inthe French Near East servic, and was employed for 
tome twenty years in Morvcco, including Tangior, where, I believe, he was 
employed up to 1021, He wax ubsequently employed in Traq, whenoe be came 
tohis post here. I have heard it vaguely suggested that he was not well regarded 
in Moroceo, but cannot vouch for thi He is intelligent and witty, and has a 
considerable knowledge of Arab countries, In his lighter moments he claims 
‘also to know a great deal of the Parisian underworld, having cultivated apaches 
in his comsript days, Aw we ave both been in Morocvo, though at different 
periods, T have many intorosts and acquaintances in common with him. 1 find 
him, however, rather too " xmarmy "” on the personal side and ratbor too reticent 
‘abotit the aflaies which now intereste us both ollicially. Ho has little social value 
of a general kind, for. though he has a passion for Arabian travel, he sticks very 
tight in his house when in Jedda. I have not heard him speak English, but he 
appears to havo considerable took knowledge of this language, and has already 

completed a French translation of Mr. Philby's recent work on " Arabi 

He ix married, but appears to be permanently separated from his Spanish 
ot balf-Spanish wife. She has never come to Jedda. A venerable mother has 
reoently come to live with M. Maigret instead. 


Italy. 

The Italian ropreventative, M. Sollazo, calla hituelf cone, although Tals 
has not yet established normal relations with Tho Saud, He in youngish mar 
of about 25, but not ageressively Fascist, He speaks French reasonably: well. 
He in a man of good average intelligence and 1 views. He finds himself. 
I think, eather overshadowed by the Italian administrators in Eritrea. He does 
ok seem to care much for society: but I find hin an agreeable and useful 
colleague, very rend to exshange information ov matters af interest 

M. Sollazzo married not long ago an attractive and pleasant but not very 
interesting Italian She shares all his vicissitudes, but they both dislike 
Tedda, 


Netherland: 

M. D. van der Meulen, formerly consul and now Chargé d'Affaires, is a 
momber of the Dutch East Indian service, in acoordance with an élaborate system 
designed to make the Dutch representative here a trained specialist in Moslem 
affairs and pilgrimage matters. He is a man of about 35. He speaks English 
‘and French very well, and lives up to the traditional intimacy between the British 
and Dutch communities in Jedda, being himself sociable and extremely keen on 
sport. Ho ix a thoroughly good colleague and always ready to exchange views 
on matters of common interest in the most friendly spirit. He will scon make 
way for his successor M. Adrinanse, who has already arrived in accordance with 
the systom mentioned above. . 

‘M. van der Menten is married, but he has six young children, and his wife 
stays in Holland to look after them 
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Persia. 

‘M. Habibulla (or Habibulla Khan) Hoveida, bore in the days of Persian 
titles that of Ain-ul-Mulk. He was “ diplomatic representative” when I arrived 
and is now Chargé d'Affaires. He is a Persian Moslem, but special habitat 
appears to be in Syria. He is an elderly man, He was recommended to my 
favourable attention by Sir R. Clive, but I fear that I find him unattractive, in 
spite of his great desire to please and his ability to speak English passably. I 
have heard him accused of making so much per head out of his pilgrims, but have 
no reason to believe a charge so easy to invent in connexion with the representative 
of a country like Persia in a country like this. He left Jedda some six months 
ago, Shortly afterwards, the junior whom he left in charge went away also, 
telling us that his wife was ill'and asking us to forward correspondence to his 
chief at Beirat. Little seems to have been heard of either since then, and the 
Persian Legation is not effectively occupied. T much doubt whether M. Hoveida 
will return. His health suffered here, and T rather think that he covets the post 
of Persian representative-at Cairo. 


Soviet Russia 

M. Nezir (sometimes called Nezir Bey) Tournconloy, the only Minister 
besides myself, presented letters before me, and is therefore doyen of the 
Diplomatic Body. He comes from Turkestan, and is. round-headed young man 
with distinctly Tartar features, He seems fairly intelligent, and has learnt 
enough French and Arabic since ho came hore a couple of years ago to carry on 
conversation in those languages. Ho usually talk Turkish, which he knows 
better. on the comparatively rare occasions when we mect. He has a sound, 
simple sense of humour and |: agreeable companion, but he goes little into 
European society. I have never attempted to talk politics with him. On the 
‘one occasion on which I had occaxion to seek information from him.on a mons 
political matter connected with public health he was very helpful, Ho presents 
no appearance of wishing to make a splash. He strikes me ax a nice, straight- 
forward person, rather more interested in commercial and economic xubjects than 
in others: and as being  gentino Aloalem. Tf am wrong and bo in dev 


, then 
he must be very deep indeed. M. Touracouloy is marriod 10 a Russian lady from 
‘Samara. She is a professional doctor or nurse, and left Jedda before I arrived 
in, May to take ebirge of eon sort of institution in Moscow. Sha has not 
returned, 


Turkey. 

Abdul-Ghani Seni Bey, the Turkish Chargé ' Affaires, is an elderly official 

ammon in the old Sutin Porte dave cuny-oing, pleasant and phil 
He has seen much service, partly, I believe, in Macedonia, mostly in 

1 were the Arab provinces of the Ottoman Empire, including the Yemen. - He 
seems to have few strong interests, and speaks French only indifferently. As, 
however, we can converse in Turkish and have Turkish memories in common, we 

‘on together very well indeed. Although a fairly typical old Turk of’ the 

<class, he is sufficient modern-mainded to rejoice in his only daughter's being 
brought up to be a bacteriologist in Beirut, 

‘Mine, Seni Bey is a Turkish lady from Salonica, much younger than her 
hushand. "She is a very agreeable, unaffected woman, ‘She dresses and comports 
herself in an entirely European way, and Inst June she produced the best of the 
few dinners that I have hrd outside my own honse in Jedda 


No. 8. 
Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A, Ryan (Jedd). 


Foreign Office, January 29, 1981. 
elation haiween Tea Sant and 


Italian Chargé d’Affaires states that alarmist reports from Governor of 
Eritrea. regarding situation on Asir-Yemen frontier have reached Italian 
c4 
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Government, who are willing to urge counsels of moderation on the [mam 
are anxious that His Majesty's Government should give corresponding advice to 
Ibn Saud in the hope of preventing a conflict, : 
Ttalian. Chargé d’Afiaires was informed that I had no reason to view 
situation with special anxiety. If, however, definite information should at any 
time reach you indicating danger of outbreak of hostilities, and, in your opinion. 
representations would be justified and likely to lead to useful result, you may, at 
your discretion, urge Ibn Saud or his Government to refrain from embarking on 
Policy of adventure which could only injure best interests of Arabia as a whole. 





[1B 507/487/25) No. 9. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderswn.—(Received February 1.) 

(No. 18) 

(Tolographic.) Jedda, January 31, 1931 
"FOUR telegram No. 14 Zorn 
Information here, not valuable in itself, supports generally Aden intelligence 

reports of 20th and 27th December regarding: Tmam's preparations 
Other local roports, which T have no means of vorifying, indicate that Thm 

Saud has been sending to Asir forces important in aggregate though despatched 

in small parties. Loformant suggests total of several thousand men, but Lam 

slow to accept figure so large. “Action of this kind may be due to desire for 
effective occupation of Anir, and I have no recent indication of intention on the 

King’s part to initiate hostilities ayainat Yemen. T connider representations at 

Prosent time would be promature, though I might mention the subject generally 

to Ibn Sand when I see him personally. 

Cardinal factor seems to me to be reaction of Imam himself to practical 
ation of Avir. Can Italian Government or Aden throw further light on 


My knowledge of past history is imperfect, It would assist me to know 
(a) whether any definite representatioos have leer tuade to this Goverament ince 
hote of Mth September, 1927 (Jedda despatch No. 102 of 16th September), and 
(Whom far Tis Majesty's Government faye gone since that data'im statcanata 
‘auch a those recorded in Clayton's despatch to Colonial Oflice of 16th July, 1025, 
rogarding non-interference by Hix Majesty's Government in internal affairs of 
Arabia, 

Tt would also help if Italian consul here were instructed to exchangn views 

formation with me. 


[B 624/524 /25) No. 10, 
‘Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received February 2) 


(No, 13) 
Sit, Jedda, January 12, 1931 

WITH reference to Mr, Bond's despatch No, 25 of the 20th January, 1930, 
T have the honour to state that the anniversary of King bn Saud" accession was 
celebrated for the second time on the Sth and 9th of this month in accordance with 
@ programme rally similar to that of last year and-with equal pone On 
this occasion there was no delegation of the Egyptian press, but there was a 
sufficiency of journalists to provide for pablicity and infumerable photographs 
were taken by'all sorts of people, The most active press representative present 
‘was one Mahri Bey, an Arab of Mosul origin, who seems to have his headquarters 
at The Hague at present and whose main line appears to be the supply of 
Eu news to the papers of the Arab countries. 3 

[oT had recelved your persilasion to uttand the basiquet, bleh I nnderstood 
would be given by the Emir. Feisat in Jedda on the evening of the 8th January, if 
T considered it politically desirable to be present, notwithstanding the mourning 
ordered by His Majesty the King for the Princess Royal. T learnt later that 





there were to be four principal fnnctions to which foreign representatives, were 
invited. As the head of the only mission of first-class political importance here, I 
felt that any abstention on my part would be seriously misinterpreted in Jedda 
and Mecea, especially as I had had no previous opportunity of meeting the Emir 
Feisal, who now combines the functions of Minister for Foreign Affairs with those 
of Viceroy of the Hejaz. I therefore accepted the various invitations, One of 
the social functions projected, a tea-party at Kandara on the afternoon of the Sth, 
was in the event countermmanded. Although no express reason was given, 1 was 
told privately by Fuad Bey Hamza that this change in the programine was 
intended as a mark of respect to the memory of the Princess Royal. 1 felt it all, 
the more incumbent on me to attend the other functions. In my private letter 
thanking Fuad Bey and expressing satisfaction, 1 added that the gesture of the 
local authorities would be greatly appreciated in England, and explained that 1 
was interrupting a period of mourning for an event deeply felt at home in order 
to be present at the various celebrations. 

3. On the morning of the Sth January, my colleagues and I called on the 
Acting Governor of Jedda. Early in the afternoon the Emir Feisal gave me a 
special interview, which had been arranged by Fund Wey. His Royal Highness 
was very civil and very norvons. [cannot say that my first impression of him 
was favourable, He has the fine features of his furoily and he does not show in 
his face the signs of dissipation whieh I expected. He lacks, however, both the 
charm and the physique of bix father and his elder brother, the Emir Saud. In 
repose he wears a look of jaded melancholy and Jistlessness, and his smiles, though 
agreeable, are sickly. ight intercourse with him on the Sth and 9th 
Tanuary, he gave little 
with his own entourage he seeined confident and quick in decision. The intor- 
pretor whom he employed at my private interview was incapable. Thad not 
intended to talk much business on such an occasion and, owing to the difficulty of 
getting anything of importance translated, T limited myself still further. 
enquired as to whether my letters to Fund Hamza and the King in connexion with 
the proposed visit of Colonel Biscos had been forwarded to Riad and when they 
might be expected to arrive. ‘The Prince anid that he had forwarded the letters, 
but his reply to my second question wax hopelowly vague, My only’ other attempt 
‘at business was to uppeal to the Prince on behalf of two prisoners, one British 
Indian, who hax been detained too long on a doubtfol charge, the other, a 
Hadrami, who may be guilty of a serious offence, but who appears to have been 
tarbarourly treated. I envoked the custom ‘of using clemency on royal 
annivorsarion and the Prince promised to look into the two cases 


f 
lanes of the Hejar Air 
ry” again appeared to 
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5. The first day ended with a dinner of about 120 covers at Kandara. The 
Emir, who was to have presided, excused himself at the last moment on grounds 
of slight indisposition Otherwise, the arrangements were excellent. Ouly two 
speeches were allowed. ‘The first and more important consisted of lengthy 
review of Thn Saud’s efforts in various directions, International relations were 
touched on and reference was made to the rapprochement with Iraq resulting from 
the meeting of the two Kings on hoard H.MS. “Lupin.” ft was 
remarked that no mention was nade of Egypt, an omission the more striking as it 
is understood that recent negotiations, though their scope and prospects of success 
have been exaggerated, have afforded promise of a better understanding between 
Egypt and the Hejaz,” ‘The Soviet Minister said a few. words in Arabic at the 
end of dinner in reply to the references which had been made to the diplomatic 
representatives. 

6. Mr. Hope-Gill and I started early on the 10th January for Wady Fatma 
to attond the celebration organised there by the municipality of Mecea. ‘The 
programme was a heavy one. ‘There were some twenty-four speeches, pooms and 
set pieces recited by schoolboys, before and after luncheon. ‘The Emir F 
presided with hardly concealed boredom, though he was himself the object of the 
‘most eloquent eulogins. Ho was at his best with some children of the Royal 
family, including his own son, who flitted in abd ovt of the reception tent. One 
of the items was 4 set piece welcoming the Prince and the foreign representatives, 
delivered in English by a Mecca schoolboy. His wervousness contrasted strongly 
with the aplomb of his comendes, who produced their Arabie effusions from Inngs 
of bronze, and he boggled nadly, poor child, over the hard word “* representatives.”” 
Another interesting school item was a'caxe heard before the Cadi between 
advocates of pen and sword. The sword was very large and the pen very little 
‘Tho Cadi, in a nicely-balanced judgment, declared them both to be servants. of 
equal utility as sich, and reconciled the’ advocates in n handshake. One poet 
gracefully compared the Emir and the diplomatic representatives to the moon 
surrounded by stars. His comparison was apter than he knew, for our Minister 
for Foreign Af aia isa great ut pallid and elusive luminary And we, the star, 

in 


fare very fixed in J ‘The proceedingy were panctuated by choral 


performances, Singing dees not appear to rank as forbidden musi, add one of 
ln "Ss 


the chants was introduced ax the "Song of the Fatherland.”” At least 200 guests 
sat down to an excellent luncheon eerved at one long table in a marques,” The 
day ended with a fantastic war dance by Nejdi tribexmen, n barbaric pantomime 
full of life and colour. At the outa the dance centred on a gigantic Royal 
Standard, but before long standard and standard-bearer were dancing with the 
mont active, 

7, Not only had Egypt been ignored in the speech of the evening, but the 
Egyptian consul had been given x comparatively poor place at table. ‘These 
cireumstances may account for his ubsenen from the Wady Fatma party, Some 
other diplomatic abstentions were due to. ry pee and were leas noticeable, 

8, T apologise for the length at which T have described these proceedings 
‘They are worthy of attention for various reasons Tt was sugested Inst Year 
that such a celebration was un-Trlamic. The contrary view has triumphed 
Secondly, no one present could fail to be struck by the element of Sandian propa 

1s and the strong insistence on his successes ns being great Arab achievements 

ly, the element’ of compromise between Wahabi strictness and Enropean 
ideas, ‘which Mr. Bond noticed last year, wns again definitely present. The 
intervals for prayer were duly observed, but during the Prince's absence many 
members of his entourage trolled with us under the palms and smoked freely in 
‘our company. Although the music at the Wady Fatma party was all sung, the 
inhabitants of the district used musical inotruments undisturbed within earshot 
of us, nor was there any lack of drums in the war dance. 

T have, &e. 
ANDREW RYAN. 





(B 5265/50/25) No. 11 


No. 14) S74 Rome ta Mr. A. Henderson —(Receiced February 2) 
Sir, Jedda, January 14, 1931, 

WITH reference to my printed despatch No. 363 of the 10th December last, 1 
have the honour to state that the Mecea paper “' Umm-al-Qura”’ published in its 
issue of the 19th December the proposed regulations of the ‘* Arab Acronautical 
Society " together with an eloquent appeal for support addressed by the committee 
do, ery Hejazi and Nedjt in whose veins the blood of Islami and Arab zeal 

lows; to every Arab who wishes his nation to be powerful and respected ; to every 
Moslem whose heart is touchod by his Holy Lami.’ : i 
oot) 2p Leneclose « summary of the regulations,(') ‘The accompanying appeal ix 
full of religious fervour: “The writers call for unio and co-operation in the 
attainment of the society's objects, namely, '* the establishment of an air force in 
this country and the training of the people of the country in work of « kind which 
has become part of the power and trade of the world.’ They invoke less the 
example of other countries than the great traditions enshrined in Arabian and 
Islamic history from the time of the Prophet. After 
meeting to consider the regulations and to enable every 
with a verse from the Koran enjoining on the faithful to prepare power and horses 
wherewith to strike fear into God's enemies and their own and promiving full 
recompense to those that give for the purposes of God. 

3. You will oluerve that while the project is commended moro particularly 
to Hejazis and Nojdi« the appea) ix not confined to them and the Islamic character 
of the society is strexed no fess than ita national character. It-may be xeumed 
that a considerable drive will be made to ensure liberal finanoial support on tho 
Part of persons amenable to Government influence like the townspeople of Jedda 
and the Holy Cities. ‘The Government, in their present impoverished condition, 
doubtless see in the creation of the society a means of throwing on to the public 
the cost of an enterprine which it would be difficult to finance directly from official 
sources. 

bt nl anpears from aubwevent numbers of the“ Uium-al-Quen that the 
public meeting contemplated by the promoters of the society wan held in Mect 
the 26th Decenber.. Thave sen po detaed account of the proceedings. eee 
am sending copies of this despatch to Cairo, J 
Donkie to feeding co spateh to Cairo, Jerusalem, Bagdad, 
Thave, &e 


ANDREW RYAN. 
(1) Nee. pointed. 


[B 528/81/25 No. 12 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Menderson.—(Receicod February 2) 


(No. 19. Confidential) 
Sir, Jedda, January V7, 1981, 

LHAVE the honour to forward herewith the Jedda report. fer Descortar 
This report owes much to the assistance of Mr. Hope-Gill, who was in charge of 
the Legation during the first eighteen days of the period under review. 

2. am sending’ copies of this espatel and ste encloses’ to Cairo, 
Jerusalem, Beirut, Damascus, Bagdad, Basra, New Delhi, Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Aden, Addis Ababa, Lagos, Khartom, Port Sudan, the senior naval 
officer in Red ‘Sea Sloops, and the Royal Air’ Force Officer Commanding in 
Palestine and Transjordan. 

T have, de 
ANDREW RYAN, 
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Enclosure in No, 12 


(Confidential,) 
Jedda Report for December 1980 


1-Internat Affair. TIL —fnternational Relations 
10, Great Britain— 
(a) His Majesty's Minister. 
(4) King Ton Saud. (h) Hejas 
(i) Ministry for Porwlgn Affaire ones 
Eeynt. 
mee. Tarkey. 
Other eounteiow 


Vocal Government— 


Wir Satter 
Hojax Air Pores 
‘Arab Astonattral Bodily 
Seal tdadtens te VinMulitary Intelligence 
Tramjordan, Tmportativ of arma 
(a) MacDonnal investigation 
{B Gir ring Vi-mNoval Vist, 
{e) Frontier situation | Na. 
{4 Shetkh Abdul Aeie-in Zaid VIL —Pigrimage 
= | Porged rapen nates 
wot Mii Pig 
)Mon-Voinaye 1. Nigerian Pgeh 
b) Cialis aod extrltion, apes 
6} Tha Moshi UT —Stacery 


Koveit— 
(a) Propo sogotitons 
(8) Proponed courtesy vn 


Bahrein. 
‘Yewnan and Asn, 


L—Internat Affaire 
1. Local Government. 

() KING IBN SAUD visited Jedda from the 6h to 10th December. ‘The 
visit was rogarded as a strictly private one and there were no oficial functions 
of any kind. His Majesty took the opportanity to inspect the quarantine islands 
and received all the leading inhabitants of Jedda at the Green Palace with his 
customary Arab urbanity. His Majeaty's Chargé d’Affaires had a friendly 
half-hour's conversation with him on the 7th December, but mo business was 
discussed. On his return Ibn Saud remained in, residence at Mecea until the 

it had been long anticipated 
desire to maintain touch with 


ty to the Amir and of paving the way for the establishment of a 
office of the Ministry at Jedda to maintain more continuous relations with the 
foreign representatives. It was expected that Fuad Bey would be placed in 
charge of the Jedda office, and he himself explained to Sir A. Ryan last July 
that his position would not be materially altered by his change of status from 
that of Acting Minister to Under-Secretary, Up to the end of December the 
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change had produced no obvious effect, owing to the fact that Fuad Bey fell 
somewhat seriously ill in Mecea about the 21st December. The new Minister 
remained in Mecca; no business could be transacted by telephone: and the isolation 
of the foreign representatives, unable to communicate otherwise than by notes, 
of which there is no end, became more pronounced than ever. It remains to be 
seen whether the King will, in fact, delegate authority to the Amir, whether the 
latter will accept the position of figuretead, whether Fuad Bey will settle in 
Jedda, and whether his position has been really diminished or not, 


2. Finance. 

There has been no improvement in the financial situation. It was stated in 
December that the King's own plans for his visit to Nojd had been delayed by 
the difficulty in finding money for the excursion, Money is, indeed, found for 
immediate requirements, but the difficulty of Lian the settlement of 
outstanding Government debts remained as yroat as ever, Salaries were said to 
be as much as eleven months in arresr. In addition to the important cases 
mentioned in section (5) (e) of the previous report, His Majesty's Legation has 
had to consider the grievances of Sudaneie chia ho cannot get their wages. 
It is alleged that, in order to provide ready money, the first arrivals of pilgrims, 
‘mostly Javanese, have been hurried through to Medina in order to secure payinent 
of the tax Jovied on pilgrims, who include Medina in their programme, amounting 
to at least £6 0 he Il the efforts of the British Lagation to obtain 
a8 to tho scale of fees and other dues payable by pilge 
have failed, a fact which soems to indicate that the authorities are unwilling to 
‘commit themselves until they see how much the pilgrims can stand. ‘The present 
fiancial policy is reducing the Treasury ton sate of bunkrupiey and the 
prspest of « lean pilgrimage mnde the outlook iu December even gleomier then 

fore 


3. Commerce (eee section & of the report for July and August), 

AL the instance of the Calcutta Marine Inaurance Asiociation further repre 
sentation were made to the Hejaz-Nejd Goverumout in December in regard to 
the stranding of lighters in the shallow approaches to the Custama quay. No 
reaction of improvement has yet been noted, 


4. General. 

(@) A tendency was remarked to increate Nojdi influence in the Hoja, ‘The 
tse of the Nejdi headdress has now been imposed by Government order on Hojaz 
officials, On the other hand, there has been no further attempt of late to enforce 
strict Wahabi principles. If anything the tendency to compromiis has bee 
lille more in the aacendent. On hia return after several months’ absence 
Sir A. Ryan found the gramophone as much a feature of life ax before an 
choral music, bearing a singular resemblance to Christian hymn tunes, raged 
relentlessly in the school close to the Legation Hoase, apparently in preparation 
Of the celebration of the King’s Accession Day on the &th January. "Meccn also 
thas its school choirs. 

(0) No news of interest was received in December in connexion with the 
tribes im the interior. 


8. Triaajordan: 11.—Frontier Questions, 


(0). ‘The centre of interest as 
section 10 (a) of 
Me‘SlacDonaetl and at Wo Foreign ibe 
rr. ‘at the Foreign Ollce, to reinforce the’ position previously 
ppssat Boe ol ae oe 
ir ‘refusal ise the validity of any ling 
Gh idstcaoel te Gr taoeeelirehde pieieteacd by Mla Mtookivers os 


ly 
re 3 “ ) 
refusal to regard raids into Nejad by the Beni Atiya tribe, certain of whose re 
hhad moved back to Nejd, as for that reason excluded from the scope of the 
investigation, unless an undertaking were given Uhat the persons responsible for 
the raids would be denied readmission to Transjordan. In the latter case the 
Hiejaz Government have persistently tried to obtain more than they originally 
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asked for. Not only have they wished, not unreasonably, that the proposed 
undertaking should te defined to provide for expulsion trom ‘Fransjordau, if 
measures taken to prevent re-entry should fail, but they have sought to make the 
undertaking applicable to groups of unnamed members of the Bent Atiya. ‘These 
domands were reallirmed in a note from the Minister for Foreign Aflairs to His 
Majesty's Legation in Jedda, dated the 24th December, and the matter was still 
under consideration at the end of December. 

(}) During the month the Hejaz-Nejd Government only protested against 
one raid, alleged to have been made by Transjordan subjects on the 2nd December 
and involving the loot of seventy cainels. There was no counter-protest by the 
‘Yransjordan Government against any raid from the Hejaz-Nejd 

(¢), The month passed without any further reply having been returned by 
the Hejaz-Nejd Government to the comprehensive British memorandum on the 
present and Tuture of the frontier situation, which His Majesty's Chargé 
d’Affaires forwarded on the 23rd October (section 10 (b) of the previous report), 
When replying on the 20th November to a note from Mr. Hope Gill, asking that 
measures should be taken to forestall a raid into ‘Trensjordan which His 
Majesty's High Commissioner lelieved to be impending, the Acting Minister 
for Foreign Alfairs professed inability to ideutify the section of the Aniza tribe 
believed to be implicated, and went suggest openly that raids from Nejd 
were legitimate retaliation, and tat his Governinent could not definitely condemn 
them until mids from ‘Trafajordan had been completely stopped. Mr. Hope Gill 
took exception to this attitude in a reasoned note dated the 2nd December. His 
Majesty's Government decided to leave it to Sir A. Ryan, who had been fully 

juainted with their views at home, to attempt to deal orally with the questions 
raised in this unsatisfactory correspondence, with special reference to the some 
what inconsequent interim reply made by the Hejas-Nejd Governtent in 
November to His Majesty's Government’s memorandum (eee section 10 (c) of the 
last report). Instructions to this effect were telegraphed to Jedda on the 
15th December, but Sir A. Ryan had no epportunity up to the end of Deceruber 
of taking the question up with the Hojaz Government. 

(a) Tt.was reported in December that Shoikh Abdul Aziz Ibn Zaid, formerl 
Aasistant Governor of Jedda, who acted as Hejaz Agent during the MacDonnelt 
investigation, had been appointed Governor of aut. 


6. Iraq. 

(a) No development in connexion with the proposed Fon-Voisinage Agree- 
sent cane to the botice of the Legation from Aejas sources during r. 
‘The question has, however, come to life again at the Bagdad end. On the 
Isth December Sir ¥ Humphrys repeated to Jedda a telegram to London 

ng that the rag Prime Minister was prepared to proceed to Jedda in 
order t0 si) -Foirinage Agreement and negotiate an extradition treaty, 
provided that the Hejaz Government would agree to sign the former first and 
hot make their signature dependent on the extradition negotiations. Nuri Pasha 
proposed also to discuss other matters, inchuding the Tba Mashbur fio and 
the general qu of Lraq-Nejd claims and counterclaims. On the 30th 
December the Fore ign Otce telographed to His Majesty's Minister for bis views. 
His observations (which wer not actually telegraphed until the Ist January, but 
tnay conveniently be summarised here) were to the general eflect that he viewed 
with favour Nuri Pasha's proposal, which squared with the outcome of his own 
conversations with Fund Bey Hamza last summer, provided the Iraq Government 
could promise early ratiflontion of the Bon-Voisinage Agreement once signed, and 
that they would be rendy to take up at the outset an accommodating attitude on 
the question of the definition of political offenders in any ‘ectradilal treaty. 
He suggested that the Iraq Government might reasonably be expected to agree 
in principle to the Hojxz-Nejd contention that tribal offenders should be excluded 
from this definition. He thonght that the question of claims might be left for 
the negotiators to thresh out when they met. While expressing those views om 
Nori Pasha's proposed ction, ns described by him to Sir F. Humpheys. Sit A 
Ryan drew attention to the pomsible bearing of a statement said to have been 
made by the Pasha to tho press in October, to the effect that he intended to 
Promote some sort of alliance or combine of Arab States, including Traq, Trans- 
Jordan and Hejaz-Nejd, and contemplated visiting the other capitals this winter 
With that object, 
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(2) As regards the other points mentioned in the last paragraph, it appears 
(Woagh it was not known to the Logation in December) that the Iraq Minister for 
Foreign Affairs wrote a letter to the Hejaz Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 
13th December regarding claims and another at or about the same time on extra- 
dition. The first made it clear that the £39,000, which King Feisal had expressed 
readiness several months ago to accept (see section 8 (0) of Report for July and 
August) in settlement of claims against Nojd, represented the amount which he 
considered due on balance and not an assessment of Iraq claims to be followed by 

rate assessment of Nejdi claims against Traq. ‘Tho text of the letter on 
tion had not reached the Legation up to the time of writing this report, 
but it is understood to be mcompromising on the question of political offenders, 

(¢) The Ibm Mashhur affair (see section 11 (d) of previous re 
to be the subject of active correspondence during December, _ It incl 
from Ring Feisal to Thn Saud of the 14th Decembor apologising for his failure to 


return Ibn Mashhur, according to plan, owing to the latter's faithlessness und 
ng by way of amends to place the family and property of Tho Mashhur at 
me 


Saud’s disposi). ‘The Legation took no parallel action as His Majesty's 
Government preferred tbat any communication as from them to. the 
Government should be delayed pending elucidation of the Iraq 
exact intention in regard to the property of Ibn Mashhi 
fact been already seized by them in satinfaction of Traq claims in respect of past 

ids by Thu Mashhur from Nejd into Traq, 


7, Koweit (see section 12 (a) of provious report), 


(a) Following on earlier correspondence His Majesty'* Minister was 
authorised scon after his return to Jedda on the 19th Decomber to make a fresh 
attempt to further a complete reconciliation between Tha Saud and the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, with whom the King ia still angey because of the 
circumstances surrounding hie visit to Bahrein on his return from the Lupin 
Conference last January. The had replied fairly satisfactorily. to a 

A. Ryan at thy end of August, but the 
incident was known to be still rankling in his mind. ‘The matter ix important 
wing tothe wish of Hie Majesty's Governmant to employ the Political Resident 
‘on any negotiations of Kowoit q hich, if embarked on, would probably 
have to be of more general scope ax regards the Persian Gulf. Arising out of 
various discussions in London, it was suggested that Colonel Binooe might visit 
the King at some convenient place in Nejd during Ibn Saud’s stay there, Sir 
‘A, Ryan broached this proposal to Fuad Bay Hamza in personal letter of the 
Bich December, with he also sent a letter to be forwarded to iby Saud, 
consisting mainly of courtesies but referring discreetly to the proposal regarding 
the visit. 

Q) The riew finaly agreed upon among, the British authorities cwcered 
was that, ifthe proposal were accepted, Colonel Biscoe's visit should be primarily 
‘one of courtesy and that it should be left to Tbn Saud to touch on outstanding 
Persian Gulf questions, if he wished. It was hoped that, if the visit took place, 
he would be unable to refrain from mentioning questions which he himself is 
anxious to discuss, that this would enable Cototiel Biscoo to broach similarly, if 
only in general terms, the questions affecting Koweit which His Majesty's Govern- 
ment have at heart, and that the interview might thus pave the way for eventual 
formal negotiations. Unfortunately, for these it seemed more than likel 
that, even if Ibn Sand were otherwise agreeable, the shortness of his stay in Nej 
and’ the slowness of communication with Riadh might make it 
arrange the visit in time. 


5. Bahrein (see section 13 of previous report). 

No further information has been received regarding the proposals to devel 
‘trade and. pUgrim Toole overland fom the Haan: Osast te.tho.Hedjans As 
Stated in the previous report (section 13), the realisation of this project might 
Affect the postion of Babein an a transit port, but its success would pi 
depend on its utilisation by pilgrims as well as traders. ‘The ” Muslim Outlook,’ 
of Lahore, in its iseue of the Sth December, published an extract {rot ‘ Al- 
Siyaseat’” of Cairo (date not given) which may be metitioned here as bearing on 
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this subject, though it relates more directly to pilgrimage matters ‘The extract 
reproduces a Tehran message lo the effect that the Persian representative in Jedda 
had stated while on leave in Tehran that a treaty of friendship and commerce 
would shortly be concluded between Persia and the Hejaz. '* He referred,” the 
passage joes on, "to the new route for pilgrims crossing the Nejd territories and 
affirmed that it was the exclusive monopoly of transport and communications held 
by the Syrian and Iraqi companies, which led the Persian Government to decide 
that the igrims from Persia should be carried through the harbours’ of the 
Persian Gulf, whence they would travel by automobiles direct to the Hejaz by the 
new road opened by the Government of His Majesty Sultan Thn-ns-Saud.” It 
will be noted that the date of Habibulla Khan's alleged interview is not given. 
As stated in vection 21 of the report for July and August a Treaty of Friendship 
between Persia and Hejaz- was ratified on the 16th June last, some weeks 
before the Persian Chargé d’ Affaires went on his long, long leave 


9. Yemen and Asir. 


No information has reached the Legation regarding any developments: in 
‘Aair following on its practical annexation by Th Saud (eee section 15 of previous 
report), or the Imam Yabya’s reaction to this event, 


10. Great Britain. ILL International Relations, 

(o, His Majesty's Minister returned to Jedda on the 19th December. 
Fuad ey Hamza came to Jedda to meet him, and brought cordial messages from 
Tha Sand. Aa Fuad Bey had to retara to Mecoa the same day owing to the King» 
imminent departure for Nejd and fell ill two days later, no opportunity arose 
during the rest of December for the oral discussion of busitiess. 

{b) Te question of the proposed appoiatiment of Hejaz-Nejd consuls at 
Bombay and Singapore (see section 14 (d) of previous report) continued to engage 
atention during the month. ‘The position at the end of it was that the Govern- 
ment of Indin tiad agreed in principle to the appointment of a consul at Bombay, 
subjects to efforts being made to reduce to a minimum the danger of pilgrims 
boing subjected to inconvenience and extortion under pasxport regulations, while 
the Government of the Straite Settlements were still reluctant to have # consul 
at Singapore. His Majesty's Minister was instructed, on the 24th December, to 
endeavour to settle the matter nx regards Hombay on the lines desired by the 
Govornmont of India. In a telegram of the 29th ber, ho suggested that he 
should await Fuad Bey Hamzn’n noxt visit to Jedda to discuss the matter orally. 
and enquired whether the conchisions reached in London regarding Singay 
Were similar to those of the Government of India. He proposed, subject to legal 

inion, to contest the view expressed at an earlier stage hy Fuad Bey that His 
SMajesty's Government need consulted ax a matter of courtesy only; to 
maintain that the appointment of consuls wax a matter for international agree. 
man, and to add by way of makoweight that His Majealy's Gorernment, would 
expoot reciprocity it they wishell to appoint consuls in Hejaz-Nejd ports. He 
threw out more tentatively & suggestion that the occasion might be used to pave 
the way for some sort of convention dealing with the non-religious aspects of the 
pilgrimage, and providing also for consuls, adding that if this idea commended 
Trea to Hlis Majesty's Government, their nsaent to the appointment at Bombay 
and Singapore might he made provisional, ¢.g., for two years. 


11, Francs, 


In a conversation with Sir A. Ryan, shortly after Sir A. Ryan's return, the 
French Chargé d'Affaires made an interesting disclosure regarding the deadlock 
in the treaty negotiations Petmeen France and Heiar-Neld (ee report for July 
and August, section 12:(0)). -M. Maigret brushed aside the question of slavery, 
and said that the only important matter was the fore of the Hejaz Law on 
Nationality in the case of Algerians. ‘There had formerly, he said, been a Tarze 
Algerian colony at Medina, and, though dislocated by war conditions, it was still 
suficiently important to make the French Government unwilling to admit the 
pretension of the Hejaz Government to regard them as Hejaz 
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12 Egypt. 

M. Al-Achmouni, the Egyptian consul, returned to Jedda on the 26th 
December, after an absence of a few weeks. It hud been supposed that his visit 
to Egypt marked a favourable turn in the negotiations betwen that country and 
Hejaz-Nejd, with a view to Thn Sand's recognition by Egypt, and the settlement 
of other questions, like that of the Sacred Caravan and medical arrangements for 
Eeyptian pilgrims. Mt. AL-Achmouni was very guarded after his return. ‘He let 
it be understood that the scope of his negotiations had heen exaggerated, but 
‘disclosed little else. ‘The general impression at the end of December was that the 
negotiations, whatever their scope, had not really produced much up to date, 


13. Turkey, 


An official green book was published by the Hejaz-Nejd Government in 
December containing the text of the treaty with Turkey, signed at Mecca in 1920, 
of Tho Sand’s decree of the 2ist November, 1930, approving the treaty, aud of 
the protocol of the exchange of ratifications at Jedda, signed by the Hejazi 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Turkish diplomatic representative 
on the 10th December. 


1A. Other Countries, 


‘The return of various heads of missions in Decombor brought. the Jedda 
Diplomatic Body up to its full strength, except that the Porsian Legation remains 
without ither a head or a chancery (se report for July und August, 
section 21 (3). Its work is still presumably carried on in Syria, where 
Habibulla Khan has his principal residence, But it may be inferred from 
the press extract quoted in section 8 above that Habibulla Khan, wherever he is, 
in serving his country like a man and a Persian, 


IV.dir Matters 
15, Hejaz Air Force. 


‘The transfer of the Hojaz Air Force to Jedda (we vection 21 of previous 
report) hat not produced the improvement that was hoped for in the moral and 
discipline of the force. ‘The three remaining pilots have come to be divided 
definitely into two camps of two and one. Towards the end of December two of 
the six mechanics tendered their resignation, ‘The Hojaz Government, on their 
side, have abown no disposition to utilise the force in any intelligent way. Even 
their plans for employing it maizly aean instructional unit had produced nothing 
up to the end of the year. 


16. Arab Aeronautical Soviety (see section 22 of tho previons report) 


(a) The Mecca paper " Umm-al-Qura"’ published in its issue of the 
19th December the pr regulitions of this society with an appeal for support 
addressed to ‘every Hejazi and Nejdi in. whose voins tho blood of Lslanie and 
‘Arab zeal flows; to every Arab who wishes his nation to be poworful and reputed; 
to every Moslem whose heart is tonched by his Holy Landa’ The appeal was 
made in anticipation of a great public mecting to further the objects in view. 
Tho draft regulations enable all subjects of Thn Sand to become members by 
payment of an entrance fee and annual subscriptions, and other persons may be 
Admitted on the sume terns by the Administrative Council. reliminary 
arrangements fr the constitution ofthe society had been approved hy the Govern 
ment before the date of the publications described above, One tay suppose 
without undue cynicism that the object of the creation of the society is to promote 
the acquisition of aerial material and the development of airmanship without 
‘adding to the burdens of a depleted Treasury. 

(0) The projected public meeting wae teld in Moca on the 25th December, 
but no detailed report af the proceedings has reached the Legation. The society 
would have a great prospect of suocess if, instead of thinking only of aeroplanes, 
it devoted its attention to dirigibles, and if the gas of Arabian oratory cotld 
be used for floating castles in the air 

(6131) D 
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V.—Military Intelligence 


17, There is little to report under this head. Some interesting confidential 
information was received at the Legation in December regarding a company 
furmed some time ago for the importation of arms. The partners are said to 
have been Sheikh Abdullah Suleiman, the Minister of Finance, who has nursed 
his own finances more successfully than his master’s, and a servant of his; a 
former Director of Customs, who prospered in that office; and an Iraq Jew with 
German connexions. ‘arms appear to have been purchased before the 

artners fell out, with bills unsettled. It was the Iraqi and his brother in 
Hamburg who burnt their fingers. 


L—Naval Visits, 


18, Nil, 
VII_—Pitgrimage. 
19. Forged Rupes Notes (sev section 29 of provious report), 


‘The further plan to entrap the person in Syria principally concerned in the 
marketing of these notes failed. Various incriminating letters wore despatched 


to Beirut on the 30th December, but it was then considered advisable to cease 
activity in Jedda and to leave to the French authorities in Syria, with, it was 
hoped, the co-operation in case of nced of the Egyptian police, the task of laying 
the forgers’ broker by the hvela, 


20. 1981 Pilgrimage (wee nection 30 of previous report). 

(a) Pilgrims from the Datch East Indies continued to arrive during 
December, the numbers being approximately 7,000, carried in eleven ships 

(2) Seo section 2 above ax regards the efforts of the Hejaz authorities to 
anticipate taxes on pilgrims already in the country hy hurrying them through 
to Medina, and section 8 a8 regards plans for a new overland route, 

() There was little improvement in the prospect in regard to the total 
number of pilgrims to be expected during the coring season. The probable 
number of Indian pilgrims, however, was eatimated tentatively at atout the same 
‘us last year 


2. Nigerian Pilgrimage. 

‘The comments of the Sudan Government and of this Legation on the modified 
‘scheme, proposed by the Nigerian Goverument, were submitted to His Majesty's 
Government in December. Although mace without previous consultation between 
hartum and Jedd, they were found to agro in the main on the practical estos 
involv 


VIIL—Slacery. 


22. No slaves took refuge at this Legation during December (see section 81 
of the last report). 


1X.—Miscellaneous, 
2. Reuter News Service. 

‘The Foreign Oflice agreed in a despatch, dated the 16th November, that, if 
the proposed service matorialixed, the Legation might subscribe up to an amount 
hhot exceeding £2 101. per month, The prospects of the service being organised 
do not appear bright, but the Hejaz-Nejd Minister in London has also. been 

ing attention to the matter. This led, some time ago, to an enquiry by the 

en Talograph Company as to whethor the Hejaz Nojd Government, would 

be prepared to waive their percentage per word on telegrams sent under the 

scheme. Tt was pointed out that rates which would be quoted to the 

fejaz-Nejd Minister would depend on the attitude of his Government in this 

respect. After experiencing great difficulty in obtaining a clear answer, the 

Eastern Telegraph Company understood that the Hejaz Government would insist 
on the full percentage for press telegrams despatched by the ordinary public, 
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24. Legation Personnel. 


Mr. Wikeley, probationer vice-consul attached to this Legation, was granted 
a month's sick leave on the 6th December. 

Captain C. C. Lewis arrived from England on the 15th December and shares 
with Mr. F, V. Jones, who arrived last June, the clerical duties of the Chancery 
formerly performed ty Captain Thacker, but now greatly increased. 


25, Meteorological. 
The climate in December was unusually hot for the time of the year owin, 
to prolonged south wind. The figures corresponding to those given in section 
of the previous report were— 
7? — we — ae — 7 — OR, 


No: 13, 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Hendervon—(Received February 2) 


Jedida, February 2, 1931. 
in various reports. Fund 
i inued illness. Yusuf Yasin 
‘appears to have tal 
Heand Amir Foisal, 


[E 540/2/25) 


Secretary of State for the Colonies to the High Commissioner for Iraq. — 
i (Received in Foreign Office, February 3.) 
(No. 51) 
(Telegra Colonial Offer, January 30, 1931 
‘Your ‘our telegram No, 51 of 


alliance is that reported in A 
‘4 copy of which was enclosed with your despatch No, 1043 of the 22nd October, 
Havlg regard to traditional hostility and suspicion between ruling families 
and, more particularly, to present had state of relations between Transjordan 
and’Hejaz-Nejd, any close alliance between Iraq, Transjordan and Hejaz-Nejd 
is, in the opinion of His Majesty's Government, at present outside scope of 
practical polities. I should therefore be glad if you would endeavour discreeth 
to ascertain what is the exact scope of his project and report tome. You should, 
if he does, in fact, intend to mention this matter during his visit to the Hejaz, 
warn himn that, while nny move tending to iniprove relations between the tes 
‘Arab States would be welcomed by His Majesty's Government, they fear that, for 
the reasons which have been furnished by Sir A. Ryan, too precipitate action 
would probably have unfortunate results 

‘The Prime Minister would, 1 note, also propose to discuss general questions 
of claims, and a separate communication is being addressed to you on this subject. 

(Repeated to Jedda, No. 15) 


{e131} 
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(B 418/2/25) No. 15. 


Mr. A. Henderson ta Sir A. Ryan (Jedda). 
(No. 17.) 
(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, February 3, W931. 
"ARAGRAPHS 5 and 6 of your telegram No, 1 of the 2nd January 
Proposed visit of Iraqi Prime Minister to Hejaz. 

‘The Colonial Oflce telegram to Bagdad, No. 51 of the 30th January, will 
show you that His Majesty's Government are in reement, with. views 
xpredsed by.you on the subject of Arab federation or similar scicie., More 
detailed consideration of attitude which His Majesty's Government might adopt 
in future appears, however, unnecessary, since project seems quite unrealisable 
in present circumstances. 





(B 695/2/25) 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A, Henderson.—(Recaived Pebruary 8.) 
(No, 22.) 
(Tolographic) | P. Jedda, February 4, 1931, 

TELEGRAM No. 01 from Bagdad to Colonial Oifice. 

Teagi Minister for Foreign Allaire’ letter of the 13th December regarding 
extradition was communicated to me on the 29th January by the Hejazi Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, togethor with his own ply. My copy of latter is undated, 
but reply was despatched some days since. ft is firm, though polite, as regards 
acral that tribesmen should be excluded frm th Glanve concerning politcal 

fonder 

‘As Minister expressed wish to discuss question, Yussuf Yasin and L had Jong 
conversation on the 2ud February, With the idea of finding out present position, 
Tatated what 1 understood to have beon agreed orally io July with Fusd, viz., that 
if Tyagi ropresontatives camo hore to sign" Bon-Voisinage * Agreement and had 
powers to negotiate treaty of extradition, Tbn Sand would complete the 
* Hon-Voisinage ” Agreement. 

‘While not deniurring, Yusuf Yasin laid stress on importance of treaty of 
extradition on lines which King desired. 

T pointed out what advantages the “ Bon-Voisiniage' Agreement in itealf 
would have, I added that active consideration was now again being given to 
the matiar, and expresied hope that it would be fourd posible to arrange for 
Traqi represcntatives to come hare, As to exttadition, T personally felt strongly 
that it was necessary that the treaty should take account of the special frontior 
Genditians, ‘Supposing: ns was probable, that was invited to assist the pati 
directly interested, my nim would be to help to find a. ia adapted to that 
tnd. To my own view, soggestions put forward when, Clayton Mission was here 

B owing to breakdown of niogotiations at that time they had lapsed. 


even 

might be of assistance. 

TL would, however, bo useless to try to find formata beforehand ; it would only 

be established in the course of the negotiations now suggested. I intimated that 

the Iraqi Minister for Foreign fairs’ recent communication could be, looked 
tof extre 


upon as merely a statement ane views of the type usual when a difficult 
aller was about the disused by Powers who were not on toa of complete 
ion 
While endeavouring to create favourable atmeepher, T tok care to confine 
myself, so thr us possible, to personal expression. of views and to avoid revealin, 
too much, Tt might produce good results if T were authorised on next suitable 
‘occasion (possibly in writing personal letter summing up what I had said) to say 
Ghat iy Language had your Approval. Tn. my opinion, likelibood of achieving 
ral vesult would be much increased if Nuri Pasha, without awaiting the 
reply of the Hejazi Government to his earlier letter, offered evidence of 
Cociitory ative regard extradition on lines suggested in No. 2 
from High Commissioner, Bagdad. I still feel sure that, if Nuri Pash 





a7 


here unprepared to go reasonable distance to meet Ibn Saud on point of tribal 
oflenders, all our efforts will be of no avail, Supposing after completion of 
Bon-Voisinage "Agreement lack of conciliatory spirit on Iraq side catised 
extradition negotiations to fail, situation would be, if anything, worse. As 
Iba Saud only yielded to the extent he did last July under strong pressure, 
he would feel His Majesty's Government had tricked him into concluding 
Bon-Voisinage " Agreement, 
Communication by post between Mecca and Bagdad wastes much time 
Would it not be possible to persuade Nuri Pasha to telegraph about his proposed. 
indicating, at the same time, that he is prepared to adopt accommodating 
attitude on question of political offenders? If his visit can, bo arranged, the 
sooner it takes place after Ramazan the better 
Minister for Foreign Affairs asks whether Nuri Pasha can take steps to 
ensure that letters referred to in my telegram No. 2 and herein are di 
himself. Owing to mistake they were addressed to Naji Suwei 
Minister of Iraq. 
(Repeated to Bagdad, No. 40.) 


E 872/387, 


“ Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Reccioed February 4.) 
Be) 
¢ ic.) Jedda, February 4, WS). 

FOUR tologram No. 3 = Bie 
1 discussed the whole situation with Yursuf on 3rd February, 1 think £ 
disposed of Fund's interim reply of 25th Octobor to Britixh’ memorandum, 
emphaxised importance of dealing seriously with points stated in last paras 
‘of memorandum, 

Ynissuf was studiously conciliatory, Most important point in his reply that 
Hejaz Government were preparing statement of their measures and that King 
‘was taking active steps to bring article 8 of Hedda Agreement into operation. 

As regards latter, Yussuf said that Abdul Aziz-bin-Zeid had been appointed 

of Bedouin’ with headquarters at Jaug, and that Nexhmi wan being 
replaced. hy. another Governor there. He ‘nsked for suggoations ax to how 
communication contemplated in article 8 could he best effected. 1 promised to 
0 into this, and T should weloome early intimation of views of the British 
Authorities in Tranajord 
‘ull report, ya by bag. 
{Bopeshed tn Teanajordasia, No, 42) 





(B 615/387/25) No. 18. 
Mr. A, Henderwon to Sir A, Ryan (Jedda), 


(New. 20, 21 and 22) 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, F 
. cs) THRPORTS received from Britis ocr cee i 
Goatrol Hourd (ee paragraph 6 (a) of memorandum in my despatch No, 880 of 
2nd October last) show that situation. in frontier districts of Transjordan has 
become exceedingly grave. 
_.A8 a result of raids from Hejaz-Nejd culminating in serious attacks in 
September and October, important sections of Howeitat tribe of Tranajordan, 
having lost most of their camels, are in state of acute distress and in many eases 
are on verge of starvation. About 800 Transjordan camels have been taken since 
Ist August, most of which are, or at any rate were until recently, known to be 
grazing in tic Binns Pie ‘of frontier, but increasingly effective 
res int i 's Government to prevent raidi 
‘Transjordan fate Nejd’ prosioge Havetter fran recovering thet ree 
(6131) pa 
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Meanwhile, situation has been much aggravated by following facts -— 


(@) Byall Arab standards raiding should have ceased while Mr. MacDonmnell’s 
tribunal was actually in session. Large Nejd raid of 17 
September, three days after opening session, is therefore regarded in 
‘Transjordan us particularly flagrant act of treachery. . 

(0) As a result of effective preventive measures taken by His Majesty's 
Government, such Transjordan counter-raids against Hejaz-Nejd as 
have taken place since Ist. August have been of very minor character, 
but raids from Nejd have become of increasing importance, with 
result that tribes under British protection are now threatened with 
ruin and starvation, 

(©) It is now generally known on both sides of the frontier that Governor of 
‘Jauf is openly encouraging Nejdis to raid and is taking a share of the 
loot. Latter fact was openly admitted by Hejaz-Nojd representatives 
to Mr. MacDonnell during investigation, and percentage of looted 
camels retained by Ibn Saud's officials was more than once quoted as 
evidence of amount of loot actually taken, Governor has also publicly 
stated that Thn Sand has now permitted raiding into Transjordan 

(d) His Majesty's Government have recently obtained definite evidence that 
‘it Teast one important raid was carried out on direct instructions 
from Thn Saud himself. (End of R.) 


Provided statement is kept in this form, and actual raid and source of 
information ure not divulged, 1 have no objection to your making this statement, 
which is of great importance, to Hejaz Government, notwithstanding instruction 
to the contrary in my despatch No. 407 of 29th December. 


(R). His Majesty's Government take most serious view of above situation 
They had hoped that holding of MacDonnell egoiry and intitation of eases 
tocheck raiding from Transjordan nud renewed appeal for institution of corres. 
ponding measures and for cooperation on part of Hejazi Government contained 
{a momorandurn in my dexpatelt No. 260 of dnd October would. produce favourable 
response. There has been no tesponse from Hejizi Government, On. the 
Gontary, they have now publicly encouraged attacks on Traneorday tits 
Grave danger to prosperity of ‘Transjordan tribes makes it essential that 
situation should be Femedied’ without delay : 

‘Appointment of Captain Glubb as British Intelligence Officer on Tribal 
Contra Board rendees it porsible to deal with sitantion im accordance with spirit 
of article 8 of Hndda Agreement, and His Majesty's Government ast calt on 
Thn Saud to falfl his obligations under that article. ‘They therefore propose 
that Captain Glubb thoold’ proceed forthwith to Wadi Sirhan, tn order that 
immediate arranzements tay be made by him for restitution of foot taken from 
Transjordan tribes since vt August with the Governor of Jauf or other official 
fully empowered by Ihn Saud for the argo. Captain Glubb wl alo be 
authorised to deal with claim of Hejaai and Nefdi tribes in respeet of loot proved 
have been taken by Trannjordan tribes ducing the vate period... His Majesty" 
Government ena no longer nequiteee in the failore of Thm Said to meet bis obi 
gations under the Hadda Agreement and most it him strongly to issue 
hecesary orders to Hejari frontier authorities, in falfiment of article 3 of Hadda 
‘Agreement, to co-operate with 
Bevel thay this hte teen one 

the innmedinte restitution to Howeit 
in course of Neidi rhids since Ist Aucust and public withdrawal und repudiation 
of orders ised fo Nejdi offeials of Tanf condoning or encouraging raids. 

‘Your shoal at one arldress communication in strong terms on above lines to 
Hejazi Government or to King Tha Satid himself, exploining that matter is one 
‘of urgency, te Which His Majesty's Government attach reat importance. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, Noa. 12, 13 and 14) 
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(B 643/387/25) No. 19. 


High Commissioner for Transjordania to the Secretary of Stato for the 
a Colouies—(Received in Foreign Office, February 9.) 
No. 9) 
Ereieg?a hic.) February 5, 1931. 
FOLLOWING addressed to Jedi 
It is reliably rumoured that Nejdi tribesmen, under the leadership of 
Neshmi, ex-Goyernor of Janf, contemplate carrying out strong raid against 
‘ransjordan Howeitat at end of Ramazan. 
“Please inform Tbn Saud and request him to prevent any such raid if 
contemplated.” 


(B 690/387/25) No, 20, 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson {Received February 1) 


(Nos. 27 and 28.) 
(Telegraphic. Jedda, February 9, 1981 

(R) YOUR te Nos. 20, 21 and 22. 

In the absence of reference I am uncertain whether you had received my 
telegram No, 24 and my despatch No. 29 before despataing telegrams under 
reference. 

In view of more favourable turn taken by discussions here, I fear any 
attempt to force the pace to the extent contemplated in your instructions may do 
more harm than good, I venture to draw attention to the following 
considerations :— 

(a) Hejar Government took prompt action regarding raid of 17th September, 
‘and cighty odd ‘camble ‘wore ressored, reminder: being’ sitimed. ns 
property of Nejdis. I understand this was the same raid regardin; 
which Resident, Amman, expressed satisfaction in report to High 
Commissioner of 30th September. In subsequent report of Sth 
November he stated that balance of 117 camels was still outatanding, 
bat L have not yet received detailed eriticiem of statements in Minister 
for Foreign Affairs’ note enclosed in my despatch No. 280. 

(®) Analysis of ‘protests shows that Transjordanians complained of four 
raids, including above, as having occurred from August to December, 
and Hejaz Government complained. rightly or wrongly, of fourteen for 
the same period. ‘Transjordanin complained of hone in November 
and December: Hejaz of only one in December. Unless there has been 
serious reerndescence since Ist January, gravity of situation woold 
appear not to consist in the present raid but in sufferings of Howeitat 
in consequence of October raids. 

(6) If person described as Governor of Janf ix Neshmi he seems to have been 
dinmiseed, jndiing by what Yussuf told me and High Commissioner's 
telegram to me No. 7, repeated to Colonial Office No. 9. T should 
be glad of any further information from Amman regarding his 
present position 

Contents of your telegram No. 22 seem to be affected by my telegram No. 24 
and by action which I have already taken regarding October raids on Howeitat 
ta recorded in my despatch No. 25, I do not quite see on what ene can babe 
statement that Hejaz Government have now publicly encouraged attack on 
‘Transjordanian tribes unless— 

1) ‘There has been some recent public incitement of which T am unaware: or 

) The Hejaz agent was party to admission by " Hejaz representatives "” 
during MacDonnell enquiry and His Majesty's Government regard 


such admission in the course of proceedings, which are still sub judice, 
as constituting public encouragement. 
‘The fact that His Majesty's Government themselves occupy judicial position 
seems to me to make it undesirable that they should use evidence given at 
investigation in this way. 
feist] v4 
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[ suggest that sullicient immediate action would be to write furtber note with 
reference to rent conversation, again urging importance of restitution of loot 
taken from Howeitat and proposing early mecting between Captain. Glubb and 
Abdul Aziz. (End of R,) 


Now that Ibn Saud appears to be more amenable, personal accusation against 
him, which we could not substantiate without disclosing nature of our informa, 
tion, could in my opinion only envenom the situation. 

In any ease, it would be difficult not to reveal by inference actual raids we 
bave in mind, as they could only be those which occurred in September and October, 
unless there have heen further raids this year regarding which you have similar 
information. 

(Repeated to Tranajordunix, Nos. 47 and 48.) 





[ 72/2/91) No, 21 


High Commixeiouer Jor Iraq to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies —{Recaived in Foreign Office, February V1.) 
(No, 78.) 
(Telographic,) Bagdad, Pebruary 5, 1981 
TRAQ Minister for Foreign Affairs has addressed letter to Minister for 
Foroiga Affairs at Mecen, dated Ist February, referring to the former's letter of 
13th Dogember about extradition, and stating that, wheroas that letter stated the 
views of Traq Government regatding principles on which agreement should be 
based, the ray Goverment were ready: in order to cement friendship and 
‘expedite conclusion of agreements to come to an understanding regarding any 
proposal made by Hejaz and that they were awaiting observations of Hejaz 
Ecverament in orden to proceed with negotiation ‘of an extradition ngreemen 
(Ropented to «Jedd, No, 83,) 


[EB 702/2/91) No 2 


High Commissioner for Iraq to the Secratary of State for the 
Cotonios.—(Revolecil in Foreign Office, February 1.) 
(No, 82.) 
‘legraphie) P. Bagdad, Febraary 8, 1931. 
FOLLOWING addressed to Jedda -— 
"My tel to Colonial Office, No, 81 
“Kh is telographing to King Ibe Saud in terms of my 
inumediatey folloving telegrams. Nuri Pasha proposoe to discuss (a addition 
to“ Bon-Voisinage,”” Extradition and Claims, general questions of pilgrim 
trafic and trade, facilities, He. alko proposes vo show | copy of 
Iraq-Transjordan Agreeinent to Hojaz-Nojd Government, and to explain 
that it is im no way directed against Thn Saud, Also to discuss case of 
bn Mashhue."* 


(Repeated to Jerusalem, No, 85.) 
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personal exchange of views would be of great advantage, aud at epportunity 
Presents itself now, as the Iraq Parliament has heen adjourned for some 
time I an ready to send my Prime Minister immediately to sign 

Bon-Voisinage " Agreement and to discuss with your Majesty's Govern- 
‘gent all points of common interest. If he reached Jedda immediately after 
Ramazan any agreement that might be sigued could be ratified by the Traq 
Parliament during the present session. I request your Majesty to reply by 
telegraph whether thix proposal is acceptable, 





E 701/2/25 No. 24. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A, Heuderson—-(Received February 11.) 

(No. 29) 
(Telegraphic. Jedda, February W0, 1981 

WITH reference to Bagdad telegram of the Sth February to Colonial Office, 
I have received officially from inister for Foreign Affaire copies of telegram 
from King Feisal to King Thm Sand, and of latter's reply welcominy the proposal 
to send 4 mission and suggestions relating thereto. Yin Sand hopes that Arab, 
‘nations in general, as well as both countries, will benefit from the mixtion, and 
states that ho is ready to discuss questions eniumorated by King Feisal, and that 
is confident of ottlement of outstanding questions It is evident that Hejazi 
Government are much gratified, for copies of telegrams have been xent under. a 
covering note from Yusuf Yasin, who expresses belief that hix pleasiire. at 
prospect of reaching union and accord between the two vountriot will be 
Shared by se. 

(Repeated to Baydad.) 


—————————— eS 
E 723/723/25 No, 25 


Sir A. Ryan to Ar. A. Meniteesonom(Receiond February 12) 
(Xo 31) 
‘elegraphie.) Jedda, February V1, 1981 

MY despatch No. 150, ei 

Do you wish me to reopen question of use of Hasa const by aircraft! If $0 

Id action be directed to securing (a) consent to pearling flights this year by 
service airvraft; (b) similar permission for Imperial Airways: or (¢) consent 
in principle to flying over of aeroplanes employed in projected service to India! 
If action i contemplated it should be undertaken ax soon ax possible. Twas 
expecting King to come here any time after 2ist February, but there in new 
possibility of his visiting Jedda during next fow days. 

You ‘will remember that after date of tay despatch under reference cbiot 
pilot of Air Force surveyed islands for possible landing grounds, and. recom 
mended Jinnah. to use of which Ibn Saud might agree, though he was believed to 
be strongly against any landing grounds on the mainland 

(tepeated to Bagdad, No. 82° and Boshire, No. 33.) 





( 70a/2/91} No. 28. 


High Commissioner for Iraq to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies (Recriced in Foreign Ofhee, February 11.) 


(No. 88.) 
(Telegraphic) Bagdad, February 5, 193) 
‘OLLOWING addressed to Jodda, No. 98 :— 

“In view of our strong desire to strengthen the bonds of friendship 
between cur two Governments, we are ready at any time to reach an 
undorstanding on, any, proposals that your Majesty's Government may wish 
to put forward, including Extradition Agreement. I feel strongly 


[B 724/387/25) No, 26 


Sir A, Ryan to Mr. A. Hewdervon.—(Received February 12.) 
{felegraphic) r 
raphic.) Jedda, Pebruary 12, 1981 

“FOLLOWING addressed to ‘Transjordan, No: Bean ae 

* Hejaz Government protest against raid an four porvons from Teizaa 
at Alkhabu, four hours. distant from that place, by party of Shararat under 
Smeihan Alshahari, who looted 620 dollars, one rifle and two camels, Tam 
enquiring as to date, which is not given. 
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“ Minister for Foreign Affairs suggests that this marks new start after 
short lull of raiding and asks that special attention be drawn to this. I have 
Laken the opportunity to express agreement as to desirability of continued 
effort to prevent raids, drawing attention to report in your telegram 
No, 7; and aguin aaking for return to Howeitat of camels looted in October 
‘This will not preclude stronger action contemplated in recent correspouslence 
with Foreign Oflice if His Majesty's Government decide on it 





(B 690/387/25) No. 27. 


Mr, A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda), 
(No. 20.) 2 
(Telegraphic, Foreign Offce, February 13, 1081. 

YOUR telegranis Nos. 27 and 28 of the L0th February: Proposed protest to 
Hojazi Government on raiding situation, 

Although my telegrams Nos. 20, 21 and 22 were drafted before receipt of 
your telegram No, 24 and of your despatch No. 25 these did not appear to 
ecessitate any modification in policy already decided on. 

Recent detailed reports contained in Transjordan despatch No. 4640 of the 
Srd danuary (copy to you by bag of 6th February) show necessity of obtaining 
immediate restoration ‘to Howeitat of loot taken’ since Ist August, and this ts 
unlikely to he achieved except by strong representations on lines 1 
had not overlooked points which you raise in paragraphs 2 (a) and (2) of your 
telegram. As regards (6), raids of September and October are main subject of 
complaint, which in directed more to particularly dingeaceful features of these 
raids referred to in paragraph 3 (a), (c) and (d) of my telegram No. 20 than merely 
to their size or fact of thetr occurrence. Hix Majesty's Government have only 
recently been informed of seriousness of these raids and of gravity of consequent 
situation in Transjordan. i 

Paragraph 2 (0) of your telegram. ‘There seems no reason to refrain from 
complaining of acts of Neshmi, because he has since ceased to be Governor of Jaut. 

Paragraph 3 (1) of your telegram. ‘Transjordan authorities state 
catogorically that it is common knowledge on both sides of frontier that Neshmi 

publicly encouraged raiding and Nejdi raiders made no attempt to conceal fact, 
‘hin statement is reinforced by our knowledge that at least one raid was directly 
ordered by Ibn Sand himself, 

Paragraph $ (2), Hejazi agent himself made admission to MacDonnell, and 
1 sce no reason why it should not be quoted. 

‘As regards personal accusation against King, knowledge that His Majesty's 
Government are aware of his instructions to raid should surely have salutary 
effect on His Majesty, who, while no doubt denying statement, will realise itx 
truth and may hesitate to repent proceedings. eae 

appreciate ents, but more vigorous measures than polite protest 
com ential if fmmodiate return of loot taken from Howeitat is fo be cured 

My own inclination, then, is still to address note to Hejazi Government or 
to King himself substantially as outlined in my telegrams Nos. 20, 21 and 22, 
while leaving you discretion to defer action pending receipt of details in Trans- 
jordan despatch of 8rd January, and to make such minor changes as may be 
‘evessary to bring your representations into harmon recent developments, 
especially with your recent conversation with Yusuf regarding article 3 of 
Hadda Agreement. 3 ee 

If, however, after weighing above considerations, you ndher to opinin that 
situation would 'be aggravated by such vigorous protest as originally drafted, 
shall not take amiss further representations by you, before giving you final 


‘Repeated to Transjordan} 








|B 816/387/25) No, 28. 


High Commissioner for Transjordan to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
(Communicated to Foreign Office, February 18.) 
(No. 12) 
(Telegraphic) Fobruary 16, 198) 
FOLLOWING addressed to Jedda, No, 12 — 


“Reliable informant reports that new Governor of Jauf with nineteen 
caravans recently arrived there. Money was distributed to men, who were 
ordered to purchase sound camels immediately. Tribesmen ‘have. heen 
ordered to assemble at Eloula with war banners. Persons enquiting as to 
reasons of this are informed that they will learn after feast. It is also 
reported that 150 camelmen are assembled at Zal Elhaj station, May 
reasons of these preparations be expltined t"” 


(B 844/387/25 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A, Henderson.—(Reovieed February 19) 

(No 35) 
(Telegraphic) P. Jedda, February 18, 1981 

T HAVE considered your telegram No. 20 in conjunction with How commu 
cation from Yusuf Yasin, summarived in part of my immediately succeeding 

am, and with telograin No, 12 to me from High Commissioner for ‘Trans 
jordan, repeated to Colonial Office, No. 12. 
‘agree with serious nature of raids Which took place last auturnn, subject to 

what I said in my telegram No, 27 under (a). 

1 also agree in regard to continued importance af Neshini, but thn Saud can 
way = Le dixminal ahows that he has been disavowed aa Cry 

My objection to using argument regarding public know! of incitement 
to, raid is paruly removed hy yonr further atatement on this point, {had in 
mind that the value of all evidence given at investigation had «till to be apps 
by Hix Majesty's Government in judicial capacity and that it might therefore bo 
better that they should not commit themselves explicitly to accept it nov 

1 still hold very definite opinion that it would do more harm than good to 
make direct accusation against Ibn Saud, however completely our secret infor: 
‘mation may justify it. I narrowly avoided acute quarrel with him, as you will 
remember, ini July, when 1 addressed him on thix frontier question, ' He is quite 
clever enough to deny accusation of personal complicity and demand reasons for 
it, even though he may have a guilty conreience 

L doubt whether it will prove effective to couch our demands in extreme terms 
(having regard to counter-accusation of Hejazi Government and their similar 
demands for return of loot) unless you are prepared in the event of delay or 
refusal to take strong punitive measures. You will no doubt also have in mind 
danger that numoephere for contemplated ‘Thtq negotiations Will be rebdered 
unfavourable, 


ns on 

In these circumstances T addreseed to Yussuf Yasin personal 
ke the omission of polite phrases which only weakened it slightly, 
is fully summarised in part 2 of my immediately preceding telegram, 

Tei prety strong letter Tt may seem to you that it would now be enough for 
me to send in official note to effect that you approve my letter and have instructed 
me to speak to the King on the whole matter. King is due to arrive here within 
‘day or two of festival. Tn conversation T coold enforce all points and refer alan 

facts that Neshmi's past activities are public knowledge and that Transjordan 
tribes think these ies had King’s sanction. T could, in addition, express 
Your strong resentment at insinuations made about Globb, ‘Thn Saud has, 1 fear, 








“ 


taken Glubb’s appointment worse than we anticipated. 1 venture to suggest that, 
if you still consider it essential to take stronger and more immediate action, you 
should telegraph in Government telegraph code actual text of a memorandum to 
be communicated to Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No, 5.) 





(B 945/387/25 No, 80. 


Sir A. Ryin to Mr, A, Hendervon.—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 36.) 
(Telegray hie.) Re. Jedda, February 15, 193) 
FOLLOWING are summaries mentioned in my immediately preceding 
telegram -— 
Part 1. Yusuf Yasin's note to me of 15th February 
“Raid recently complained of by Hejaz Government protably took place 
betwoen Srd and 7th February. ~ 
T have read with surprise roport of Neshni's projected raid. Minister 
for Foreign Affairs replied on 25th January, and I have since spoken to you 
‘about falsity of similar previous ramoor. I can assure you that new rumour 
is equally LaNb6 Nest Was bean, Sfetaiasgl and bas bo further connexion 
with Governor of auf. 
“T remind you of what I said aboot attitude of officer imported from 
Iraq. He evidently wishes to create state of disturbance on Transjordanian 
frontier similar to thut: produced by hin earlier activities in Iraq. First 
consequences are these false rumours and roporta received by my Government 
that on arrival he started collecting camels looted from our tribes and using 
them in his work instead of returning them. We cannot admit such action 
and believe your Government will not allow it, Please ask authorities 
concerned to do th necesary to avoid crisis, to put a stop to false rumours, 
and to ensure return of camels belonging to our tribesmen which have been 
collected in Transjordania."” 


Prt 2, My personal letter to Yusuf Yasin of 17th February 

““T profer to reply privately to your note, which raises two immediate 
important points -— 

“L, Report to which 1 drew attention on 12th February wax new and 

‘contd not he disposed of by answer re garding similar earlioe 
Tuport. T realised thot Neshmi was no longer Governor. His 
dinmimal, of which T heard with satinfaction, does not end his 
activities. Tt would be a great boan to remove him from, the 
frontier region, 

“2. T we no foundation for necusation against Glubb. My Government 
will strongly resent such accusations based on mere [? mppo- 
sition] directed against x apecially selected officer. 

"1 have now re even more serious report, (Here follows 

paraphrase of Transjordan telegram No. 12.) 

"T cannot conceal the perturbation of my Government, though T prefer 
to say this by private letter pending instructions. Howeitat are in 
misery owing to non-return of camels taken in October raids, of which Hejaz 
and Nejd Governments had advance knowledge though they were too late to 

yrevent them. In my peryonal opinion situation can only he prevented from 
ing dangerous by (1) immediate return of those camels, (2) immediate 
bringing into operation of article 3 of Hadda Agreement, @) very strong 
measures by King to prevent preparations for further raids into 
‘Transjordan, 

“Our recent conversation filled me with hope of better things. 1 
consider still that closer co-operation on frontier and direct exchange of 
information would result in less danger of further raids and less difference 
of opinion as'to value of reports received hy bath sides."” 


(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 591) 








45 
(B 880/2/25) No. a1. 


High Commissioner for Iraq to the Secretary of Stute for the Coloni¢s— 
(Received in Foreign Offee, February 21.) 
(No. 109.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Bagdad, February 18, 1931 
FOLLOWING addressed to Jedda, No. 18 S"— 

“With reference to my telegram of the 2ud February, 1 have been 
requested by the Prime Minister to inform the High Commissioners. at 
Cairo and Jerusalem and to ask you to inform the Government of Hejar 
that he much rogrets that he is compelled to postpone his visit to 
Transjordan, Egypt and the Hejaz owing to the delay in conclusion of the 
oil negotiations, which he hoped would have bea comploted bofore. He will 
Inter sugges another, date to the Hejaz Governmen 

(Repeated to Cairo and Jerusalem, No. 





(B 919/387/ No. a, 


Sin. A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderson—(Received February 24.) 
(No. 41.) 
(Telegeaphic) R Fedda, February 24, 1981 
By telegram No, 36. ty i 
1 received, on ¥2nd February, emphatic personal reply, dated 18th February, 
to my personal letter to Yusuf Yasin, Following is summary :— 


“Your severe indictment of Neshii, based on rumours, of falsity of 
which T have assured you, causes astonishinent, Neshmi never did anything 
but try to maintain sdourity in area for which be wax rospousible, At the 
same Live you reson, and say that your Government will resent, accusations 
against Glubb, ho immediately on arrival filled the area with confused and 
untrue rumours. Minister for Forvign Affairs assured you in note to which 
1 roforred of falsity of first rumour, and I assured you i my subsequent note 
‘of bayelesasiess of report regarding raid expected at the end of Ramazan, 

“I once more assure you that fresh information recoived by Tigh 
Commissioner ix groundless, No money was distributed; no tribesmen 
assembled at Alula, with or without standards, no prospect wwas held out of 
raid on Transjordania after 27th February, ‘All sich reports false, 

If you and your Government grasp the fact that all this information ts 
baseless and designed to cause disturbance similar to that known to have 
resulted before from Glubb'« action, matter sill be easy, and your Govern- 
ment will have no occasion to resent formulation of accusations against that 
officer, cho has filled Transjordania with fear and alarm. 

‘As regards measures suggested by you for improvement of the 
situation, my views are thowe >— 


(a) You request return of camels looted from Howeitat in 
October, Lf you had said in this connexion that camels captured. by 
‘Transjordinian tribes since the beginning of the MacDonnell enquiry, 
most of which are at Glubb's: disposal, would be returned simultaneously, 
Fequest would be just and equitable, and you would find us ready to 
comply, 

(6) T have already informed you orally that we are prepared to 
consider suggestions you think best for bringing article $ of Hadda 
Aureetnent into operation. 

*(e) If you will refer to the early portion of this letter and realise 
falsity of reports, you will see there is no need for preventive measures, 
because there are tio preparations for raids requiring them, 


“Tn our recent conversation I shared your views that co-operation would 
prevent discord and dlispote Tam sure that you will agree on your side that 
acceptance of false information as being incontestable will do more to disturb 








46 
minds on frontier than to calm them. T mention this so that you may draw 
attention of your Government to it in order that they may restrain their 
officials from disturbing and useless actions.”” 


(Repeated to Transjordania, No. 62) 





[1B 999/387 /25) No. 38. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Receiced February 2%.) 
(No. 42) 
(Telegraphic.) Jedda, February 2, 1981. 

MY immediately preceding telegram. 

1 think we can ignore the tone of Yusuf Yasin’s reply, oe it i merely a 
tactless echo of my own very categorical language and Hejax Government are 
being studiously polite in other directions. 

My letter has probably served its immediate purpose of imposing caution on 
hn Saud in the immediate future. eis clear, however, that he will not give way 
‘as regards camel-looting in October except under the strougest pressure, and he 
‘muy easily again postpone bringing into operation of article 8 if he is told that 
direct communication must be with Glabb, and especially if it is added, as 
muy sted in Transjordan telegram No. 15, that all meetings after the first should 
tare place tn Hejaz territory. 

{ would be futile to continue personal correspondence. In my opinion th 
choice lies between action suggested in penultimate paragraph of my telegram 
No, 39 and communication of » strong memorandum drawn up by His Majesty's 
Government themselves, still prefer the former course. If the latter is ndopted 
it eos necessary (a) that we should be absolutely certain of our ground and clear 
in our minds that the King has no counter-case worth considering, and () that 
His Majesty's Government should have clear view of their further action in. the 
almost certain event of Hejaz Government failing to give full and immediate 
satisfaction, In that case T consider that the only effective means of pressure 
would be to take punitive action of to withdraw me temporarily, both of which 
would be very drastic remedies. Attitude of Hejaz Government is further 
iMlustrated by note summarised in my telegram No. 43, which, though much more 
polite in form, in effect revives the old suggestion that, if His Majesty’s Govern- 
‘mont cannot pit an end to raids from Trabajordan, Thn Sand and his tribes should 

have a freo hand, 

King is expected here on 26th February. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 03.) 


[B 940/887/25) No, 3. 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A, Henderson.—(Received February 2.) 


(No, 43.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Jedda, February 2, 1931 

"PUAVE received note from Minister for Foreign Affair’ dated. 22nd 
Fobruary beginning with polite reference to my enquiries during his recent illness 
and expressing regret that his first business on resumption of work should be to 
complain of fresh raids. 

He then complains of two raids by Transjordan tribes on 10th and 
18th February. In the first case party believed to be Beni Atiya captured forty 
camels, whereupon one of the raided party went to seek help of his relations in 
pursning raiders. In second case party of Transjordanians looted thirty-four 
camels and people raided went with their partisans in pursuit with results 
unknown, {am telegraphing full details to Transjordan, which will doubtless 
bbe forwarded to them in usual way, 





a 


Note ends with reference to raid mentioned in Transjordan telegram No, 11, 
which is keing investigated, and with general observations of which following 
is summary — 


If matters remain in this state situation will take greater extension. 
Tmportant thing is to know whether this will not inconvenience His Majesty's 
Government themselves and cause [ ! group omitted] between them and us 
Otherwise the matter is simple, as we know Transjordan Bedouins and they 
Know us and we can settle with them sooner or later. If, however, your 
Government are concerned to stop raids awing to inconvenience to themselves 

ease state what mutual measures should be taken to prevent them completely. 

‘ailing this, interposition of British between parties constitutes troublesome 
problem. because it is dificnlt for us either to see our tribes entangled with 

ritish forces or to refuse them our protection. I impatiently await 
stggestions of your Government. hecanse measures hitherto taken have not 
produced the slightest effects and immunity of raiders encourages them in 
vil actions.”” 


(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 64.) 





No. 36. 
Mr. A, Henderson to Sie A. Ryan (Jedda), 


5 Foreign Office, February 2; 193t 

‘OUR telegram No, 22 of 4th February: Proposed Iraq-Hojaz-Nojd 
Extradition Treaty. 

approve your language generally ax expression of your personal viows, 
bat His lajenty*s Government do not wish to intervene in gtendiion Agreement 
hogotiations, at any rato at present, when Iraq Pritue Minixtor is about. to 
discuss matter direct with Hejazi Government, and still awaits latter's further 
views (we Bagdad telegram to Colonial Office, No, 74, repeated to you, No, 33). 
1 prefer, therefore, not to endorse to Hejazi Government your suggestion 
regarding proposals made at time of Clayton's mission, since this might give 
Hejazi Government erroneous impression that they could rely on support of Hix 
Majesty's Government, and thus possibly hamper Nuri Pasi's nygotintions 

(Repeated to Bagdad, No, 85,) 


[EB 939/387 /25) No. 36. 


Sir R. Vansittart (Jor the Secretary of State) to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda), 
(Xo, #8) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 26, 1981 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 38 and 30 of 15th reset Nos. 41 and 42 of 
‘2th February and No. 43 of 25th February : Raiding situation on the ‘Trans- 
jordan-Hejaz-Nejd frontier. 

In view of recommendation in parngraph 8 of your telegram No. 42 of 
24th February, I agree to your discussing whole question orally with the King 
‘as suggested in your telegram No. 35 of 18th February. My immediately 
following telograin contains text of memorandum, which should form basis ot 
your representations, giving detailed views and’ proposals of His Majesty's 

jovernment. High Commissioner for Transjordan has heen asked to telegraph 
his observations immediately on detailed proposals, put forward in paragraphs 2 
and 3 of memorandum, for meeting between Captain Glubb and Tin Yeid, 
repeating to you. You should await his telegram, which it is hoped will reach 
you very shortly, before acting on these instructions. 

Tf High Commissioner suggests minor amendments only in proposals you 
may adopt them without further reference to me. But if he desites serious 
modifications you should await further instructions which will be sent to you as 
soon as possible, 








‘As soon as you are in a position to do so you should at once take up matter 
with King. following memorandum as closely as possible. Your oral repre- 
sentations should in no circumstance be weaker in tone, and you are authorised 
to leaye copy of memorandum with King if you think this desirable. 

You will seo that, in deference to your views, question of co-operation has 
been put in forefront and that communication is somewhat less peremptory than 
that originally proposed. It is, however, essential to know King’s reaction at 
earliest. possible moment, in order that. policy to be pursued, if his reply should 
bbe unsatisfactory, inay be further considered without delay. You therefore 
impress on the King with all the foree at your command gravity of situation, and 
cexdeavour if possible to obtain debnite reply during your conversation. Failing 
this, you should make every effort to obtain reply within two or three days, an 
in any case you sbould report reaction of King ¥ telegram not later than four 
days after your representations have been made. Should you decide to leave copy 
of memorandum with King, you may make such minor purely formal alterations 

yy be required, as well as any minor amendments suggested by High 
jer for Transjordan. If you think it desirable, you may make it clear 

njesty's Government expect definite reply within four dare. 
of His Majesty's Government for co-operation on frontier, together 
with steps already taken for improved control of frontier districts, will, in 
opinion of His Majesty's Government, offer best guarantee for future improve- 
ment referred to in Hejaz Government's note of 22nd February summarised in 

your telegram No. 43 of 25th February, 
(Addressed to Jedda, No, $8. Repeated to Trannjordan, No, 23.) 


( 999/387/25) No. 37 
Sit R. Vansittaré (for the Secretury of State) to Sir A. Ryan (Seda) 


(No. 34.) 
(ielogrephio) 8, Foreign Ofice, February 26, 1931. 


1S Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom have learnt with 
satisfaction that King Ibn Saud ia how prepared to fake steps to bring article 3 
‘of the Hadda Agreement into operation; the more so as recent reports {rom the 
‘Transjordan authorities have shown that the establishment of immediate 
co-operation between the authorities on the two sides of the frontier has become 
urgently necessary. s 

‘2. In conversation with His Majesty's Minister at Jedda on the 
rd Febronry, Sheikh Yusuf Yasin asked for sngyestions as to the method of 
initiating such co-operation, ‘The appointment of Captain Glubb as British 
Intelligence officer attached to the Transjordan Bedouin Control Board and of 
Abdul Aziz-bin-Zeid ax Inspector of Bedouin has touch simplified matters, and 
His Majesty's. Government. now propose that Captain Glubb should proceed 
forthwith to the Wadi Sirhan to meet Ibn Zeid, ‘They suggest that at this 
meeting (1) all representations and claims regarding the raids since Ist August 
inst. abould ‘be ceamined; (2) arrangements, should be made for ianmediate 
restitution of loot on both siiles; (3) arrangements should te made for inter 
‘communication of information in future, : 

3. For (1) and (2) His Majesty's Government propose that Captain Glubb 
and Abdul Aziz-bin-Zeid should be resy ively accompanied by representative 
sheikh of the Transjordan and of the Hejaz-Nejd tribes concerned, who could 
put forward the claims of their tribesmen, identify loot, answer accusations, &c., 
in respect of raids which have occurred since Ist Anzust 

4, “His Majesty's Government are convinced that such carly meeting for 
disposal of claims since Ist Angust and exchange of information regarding the 

resent state of aairs is only means of removing grievances and suspicions on 
Roth sides, und bringing uboct improvement of present daugerons situation 

5. As Yusnf Yasin has jised, there has recently heen a short tall in 
raiding. As regards raiding from Transjordan, this lull was due to the increased 
effectiveness of the new measores for the control of the Transjordan tribes, of 
which information has already teen given to the Hejazi Government, The 
‘Transjordan authorities cannot, however, guarantee to maintain this situation 
unless. immediate steps as proposed above are taken to arrange for return to 
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‘Transjordan of the large number of camels (about $00) which have been taken in 
raids by Hejazi or Nedji tribes since Ist August, and most of which are, oF at 
any rate were until recently, known to be grazing in the immediate vicinity of 
the frontier. The fact that this loot lias not been returned and that measures of 
‘Trausjordan Government prevent Transjordan tribesmen {rom recovering it by 
torce 1s naturally greatly resented by latter. 

6. Their rescutment is aggravated by the following. facts connected with 
these raids which have been brought to the notice of His Majesty's Government 
and baye made a deplorable impression on them :— 


(a) By ull Arab standards raiding should have ceased while 
Mr, MacDonnell’s tribunal was in session. Large Nejd raid of 
17th September, three days after opening session, is therefore 
regarded in Transjordan as a particularly siagrant act of treachery, 

(0) Ava Ful of oeventive measures taken by His alajeay's Goverumnent 
such ‘Trausjordan frontier raids against Hejaz-Nejd ax have taken 
place since Ist August have been of minor character, but the raids 
trom Nejd in September and October were of large dimensions, with 
tho result that the tribes under British protection are now threatened 
with ruin and starvation, 
is generally known on both aides of tho frontier that El Neshmi, while 
Governor of Jauf, openly encouraged the Nejd tribes to raid and took 
4 share in the loot. Latter fact was admitted by Hejaz-Nejd agent 
during Mr, MacDonnell’s investigation, percentage of looted cainels 
retained ty Hejer-Nejd ofcials being mere than ance quoted ‘ws 
evidence of amount of loot actually captured, El Neshmi also stated 
wublicly that King Ibn Saud permitted raiding into Transjordan, 

ter atatement has found wide credence and hax not been effectively 
disproved. His Majesty's Government are glad to learn that 
El Neshini hax been removed from Governorate of Jauf and to 
receive denial contained in Yusuf Yasin’s letter to Sir A. Ryan of 
18th Febraary repent truth of recent reports regarding: prepara 
tions for a raid Neshmi at end of Kamazan, The evidence 
referred to aboye of El Neshm’s activities before hia removal from the 
Governorate of Jaut is of a different character fron thes recent 
reports, and #0 circumstantial and definite that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment have no choice but to accept it as true, that during 
a considerable period when he wax the chief official in 
the. neighbourhood he was iuciting the tribes to raid and 
sharing in the loot. ‘This constitutes a flagrant infraction of 
Hadda Agreement, and it is deplorable that such action should have 
been taken by an official of the Hejazi Government when that Govern 
ment had before them a detailed memorandum from Hig Majesty’ 
Government urging the closest. co-operation between the local 
authorities on the two sides of the fruntior, Hix Majesty's Govern- 
ment must press that, if this has not already been done, the strongest 
measures should be taken to counteract the effect of El Neahmi’s action 
in giving countenance to raiding, and to make it publicly known that 
King Tbn Saud expressly disavows and condemns it. Hix Majesty's 
Government have now been informed that El Neshmi has been 
appointed to command tribal forees with headquarters at Jauf In 
view of his previous record they trust that this report will prove 
unfounded, 


7. His Majesty's Government request that Hejazi Government will 
inform them at an carly date that they agree to proposal for mesting between 
Captain Glubb ond Thn Zeid and that they will invest the latter with full 
to deal with the matters proposed, including the immediate restitution of the 
camels and other loot taken from Transjordan tribes since Ist August, 
Captain Glubb will also be authorised to arrange for the restitution af loot 
identified as having been taken from Hejazi or Nejdi tribes. 

8, Having rezard, however, to the urgent necessity and evident justice of 
restoring to the Transjordan tribes the large number of camels looted, durin 
September and October in the exceptionally tnjustifiable circumstances ref 

(0131) ® 











ET) 


to above, His Majesty's Government are prepare, should the Hejaz Government 
find themselves faced with any practical difficulty in the immediate restitution 
of this loot, to offer the co-operation of British assistance in the Wadi Sirhan to 


secure m speedy settlement. : 
9% His Majesty's Government will be glad if the Hejazi Government will 
communicate to Sir Andrew Ryan without delay, for the information of the 
Transjordan authorities, their proposals as to the date and exact place of 
the meeting. 
(Addressed to Jedda, No. 34. Repeated to Transjordan, No. 24) 


939/887 /25) No. 38. 

Sir R. Vansittart (for the Secretary of State) to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda), 
(No. 35.) 

(Telegraphic,) R. Foreign Ojfice, February 28, 1951 
Y telegrams Nos. 83 aud 34, 

Please address independent communication to Hejazi Government conveying 
strong reventment of His Majesty's Government at their accusations. againel 
Captain Glubb and their allegations as to his attitude both at present time and 
when in Ira, Representations in a similar sense may be made to the King 

You should explain that Captain Glubb is olficer specially selected by His 
‘Majesty's Government for his present. post and one in whom they place confides. 
It is Captain Glubb's duty to bring to the notice of Transjordan authorities 
roports which may reach him of powability of raiding from Hejaz-Nejd, and it is 
far best that these reports should be brought to notice of Hejazi Government in 
order that, if they are untrue, Transjordan authorities may be reassured, and, if 
true, that Hejazi Government may take steps to prevent the raids, Tranajordan 
futloites ane ready in the same spirit of co-peration to receive and reply to 
reports regarding impending raids which may be referred to Captain Glubb by 
Ibn, Zoid or to ‘Transjordan Government through Sir A. Ryan. Tt is, however, 
inadmimible that Hejazi Government shonld make accusations against good faith 
of trusted British official, based on unconfirmed and tendentious reports and 
unsupported by concrete evince 

‘You should add that Captain Glubb is oficial chosen by Tis Majesty » 
Government for co-operation with Hejazi officials on frontier and haa instructions 
to carty out the apirit and letter of article 3 of Hada Agreement. Co-operation 
will be rendered impouible if Hejazi Government. persist in doubting his good 
faith, an attitude on their part which would reflect upon good faith of His 
Majesty's Government, who have selected hit, 

(Addrossed to Jedda, No. 35, Repeated to Tranajordan, No, 25) 


(B 966 /387/25) 

Sir R. Vansittart (for the Secretary of State) ta Sir A. Ryan (Jedia). 
(No, 36.) 
bien ih Foreign Office, Pebruary 2%, 1931 

‘ing raises subject with you before you are in a position to take action 

on my telegram No, 33 of 20th February: Raiding situation on Transjordan 
Hejaz-Nejd frontier, you should coofine yourself to tafarming him that yon know 
that instructions to discuss with him new detailed proposals regarding the whole 
question are on the point of reaching you and explain that in circumstances you 
cannot discnss inatter further until they arrive. 

1 King is about to leave Jedda before Transjordan obereatons are recived 
paul exprse cares hope that he maybe able a delay his depariure a fom 

lays receipt of necessary instructions. 
"(Addressed to Ted, No 96" Repeated to Transjordan, No. 26) 
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(B 892/723/25) No. 40. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda). 

No. 37.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 26, 1981. 

YOUR telegram No. 31 of 11th February: Facilities for British airoraft 
along the Hast coast 

In view of Trausjordan frontier crisis and tove of communications which 
you have been instructed to make to Thn Saud on that subject, moment may not 
Spear Opportane to aa His Majesty for concessions i connexion with proposed 
Arabian air route, Air Ministry afe, however, anxious to press on with matter 
without unnecessary delay, and if, ‘notwithstanding foregoing consideration, 
moment is not unfavourable, you may at your discretion discuss it on following 
Hines -— 


Project for pearling fights to Babrein has been dropped. Air Ministry 
therefore desine that request should be for facilities in connexion with use of 
Persian Gulf air ronte by British aircraft, civil or military, It can be explained 
to Iba Saud that His Majesty's Gorernment do not request general permission to 
fly over Nejd territory, but merely dosite assurance that, if British aircraft on 
Persian Gulf route are compelled ‘by untoward circumstances to enter and alight 
on Nejd territory, they will be treated in accordance with usual rules of inter: 
national courtesy. ‘Thin implies merely (a) wach general nasistance and good 
treatment ax considerations of humanitarianism and hospitality naturally 
dictate; and (¥) that no objection will be raised. to immediate despatch of 
sistance by air, if necessary. 

Ait Ministry add that it is desirable that location of landing grounds 
between Koweit and Bahroin should be known to pilots in case af omorgenoy. 
‘Three landing grounds on Hasa coast at approximately 00 miles’ intorval would 
bo desirable, and, if possible, it would bo well that Air Ofer Commanding, 
Traq, should be consulted in their selecti 

‘Above represents His Majesty's Government's desiderata, but I leave you 
discretion ax to how much of them to put forward at first, and alio ax to manner 

ul moment of reprowatations 


(E 1003/2/25) No. 41. 


Sir 4. Ryan to Mr. A, Henderson {Received February 27.) 

(So, 46) 
(Telegraphic,) R. Jedda, February 27, 1981. 

“MW velegram No. 50 to Bagdad. 5 

Yusuf Yasin came to see me on 26th February. He brought a note written 
on behalf of Minister for Foreign Aflairs expressing regret of Hejaz Government, 
at the delay in connexion with Iraq Prime Minister's visit and fear that it 
might increase difficulties in the way of settlement of outstanding questions. 
Note continued that Hejaz Government were still prepared to negotiate in spite 
of delay s0 frequently noticed and promised further explanation in conversation. 

Yusuf Yasin said that the King had instructed him to speak to me very 
frankly. He then made a long statement on the following lines :-— 


(1) Heejaz Government welcomed further and tore conciliatory letter from 
raq about extradition and ascribed it to my efforts, 


(2) They, however, took Strong exception to account of the situation given in 


Bagdad newspaper “ Al Traq "of 6th February, which he showed me. 
In addition to prominent headings and leading article on Arab 
alliance, paper reproduced statement by the Prime Minister in 
Parliament to the effect that Thu Sand 











) 


What could be the object of such an alliance and against whom was 
it to be directed! Yusuf Yasin insisted that Arabic word “hilf 
which was used implied alliance for common action against other 
parties, He said the statement rey ning ‘Nouri’ utterance and copies 
af telegrams exchanged would be published in Mecca paper on 
27th February. 

(8) Hejaz (Government oould ‘never trust Trg, which always gave false turn 
to things, but they had confidence in His Majesty's Goverament and 
had wished to fall in with their views, ‘ 

(8) Hejaz Government had been willing to postpone Ibn Mashhur question 
‘until Nuri came and had kept silence regarding it Traq had recently 

wublished its own version and denied any undertaking to surrender 
Tha Machhur. Tf Nuri was not coming Hejaz Government would be 
compelled to make facts public 


T made it clear throughout that T was expressing purely personal views 
(Repeated to Bagdad, No. 69.) 


[1B 1006/32/25} No. 42. 
Sir A, Ryon to Mr, A. Henderson.—(Receiced February 27.) 


(No. 47. 
Ei ie Jedda, February 27, 1931 
ISCUSSION, which I should have preferred to await at this stage, was 
forced on me, Twas zreatly taken aback by contents of newspapers which Yusuf 
Yasin produced. 1 could only admit that they misrepresented facts of the 
situation, I feit it wns necessary to make immediate efforts to sooth outrage 
feelings of Thn Saud, who is clearly much incensed by attempts to involve him 
in Arab alliance project. I tried to minimise its importance in present 
iroumstances without expressing any view as to its merits, I suggested that 
allowance should be made for difficulties of Nuri Pasba in a country which, 
unlike this, bad parliamentary institutions and an active press. Whilst T 
deprecated propos! publication in Mecca newspapers, I did not pres the point 
on learaing’ Tt bad already gooe forward. "Yusuf Yasin said it would restore 
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things to their true proportion and I said I did not think it would do any 
particular harm although I should have personally preferred it to be postponed. 

Later in the day I received your telegram No, 32. 1 will endeavour to kee 
off the whole subject as far as possible during remainder of the King’s visi. 
appreciate your reason for not wishing to express any views of your own at 
present, but I feel that prospect of successful negotiations between principals is 
already much impaired and that they will fail unless His Majesty's Government 
‘eventually take a hand in composing differences, 

(Repeated to Bagdad, No. 70.) 





( 990/887/25) No. 43. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A, Henderson —(Received February 98) 
(No. 48) 
(Telegraphic,) Jedd, February 27, 1981 
R tolegrains Nos, 3, 35 and 96, 
L expect to have busines andience with the King early on 1st March, 
Tranajordan observations reach me in timo, is there any objection to my sendi 
andum beforehand as official comminieation to the Hejaz Government 
k th fective course, ux basis of representations is to be 
mnemvornn My present judgment is affected by charuétor of letter 
summarised in. my telegram No. 41 aiid my perusal of Glubb's report, which 
reached roo on 25th February: It would help que reatly if such papery could ba 
sent to we direct from Jerusalem in future, if only for my own informati 
pending your instructions, 
1am making separate communication about Chubb to-day in acordance with 
your telegram No, 35. Before [ had time to study your telegram as a whole, Thad 
ceuvervation with Yusuf Yasin mainly on this wubject, I proparod him for 
strongest powible representations regarding Glubb and general eltuation, 
{cron that, ‘Tranafordan chesrvotions on” memottndum. my reach, m2 
tomorrow, It would be most difficult to muggest to [hn Saud that he should 
prolong stay in Jedda. He becomes more “royal” every time and I dotect slight 
tendency to wt up Yusuf Yasin as a sereen, although, of courve, ho is maely 
ing’ jackal 
(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 71.) 


(B 1010/87/25) No. 4 


High Commissioner for Transjordan to the Seoretary of State Jor the 
ae Colonies.—{Reosived in Foreign Office, February 28.) 
(No, 15) 
(Telegeaphic. February 27, 1031 

POET telegram No. 94 = 

I agree with proposals in second paragraph of your telegram subject to 

following modifications :— 

1, Glubb should meet Ibn Zeid at any place which is agreed upon as most 
convenient, and not necessarily in Wadi Sirhan, 

2 Add to third suggestion in second paragraph * and for mutual restoration 
‘of loot in future." 

3 The fist meeting should be of preliminary nature and I do tot consider 
it advisable that either Glubb or Ibn Zeid should be accompanied by 
sbeikhs on that occasion. Presence of sheikhs at so early a stage 
might lead to risk of unpleasant incidents, such ax occurred during 
sitting of MacDonnell Commission, and I consider it desirable that 
friendly personal relations should be established between Glubb and 
Zeid before sheikhs are summoned, 


It is important that both Glubb and Zeid should be vested with executive 
powers by their respective Governments. 
To131) 23 
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2 to Foreign Of clegram No. 15 id 
As regards Jedda telegram No. 42 to Foreign Office, my telegram No. 15. 
not suggest future meetings sbould take place in Neja-Hejas territory. The 
intention is that they should take place wherever might be agreed by both parties. 
(Repeated to Jedda, No. 17.) 





(E 1010/387/25) No. 45. 
Sir R. Vansittart (for the Secretary of State) to Sir A, Ryan (Jedda), 

(No, 89.) is - 

(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, Febroary 23, 1991 

ea pleas Nos. $8 and 34 of 26th February: Transjordan-Hejax-Nejd 

tation ‘ 

Sale adopt, modifications roposed in Tramjorden telegram No. 18 to 

Polonial Offic ted to you as No. 1 a 

f vo(Auddrewed te Jeada, No.9. Repeated to Transjordan, No. 20) 





(B 1011/387/25} No. 46. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderson-(Reosieed March 1.) 
Totes Jedda, March 1, 1931 
hic) dda, March 1, 19 

(TSEPRENT mamorandusi to Minieer-for-Korelgn ‘Aflars lato on evening. of 
28th February with covering note formally requesting audience, and intimating 
that I am insteuctod to obtain definite reply as soon ax possible, Twill, if 
necessary, make it clear to the King that this means within four days from 
delivery of memorandum. Audience has now been fixed early on 2ad March. 

T modified paragraph 2 in accordance with High Commissioners suggestion. 
Tredrafted paragraph 3 in fort given in my immediately following telegram. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No, 73.) 


( 1012/387/25) No. 47. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Honderson.—(Receiced March 1.) 
isi oe hie.) R. Jedda, March 1, 1981. 
"FOLLOWING is text referred to in my immediately preceding telegram -— 


“Tt ik important, in opinion of His Majesty's Government, that 
Sholkd AMA Aeit should eo iavested by: Hear Government orth fol 
executive powers, and that he and Captain Glubb shopld be in a position, 
whenever necewsary, to call upon respective abeikhs to put forward claims of 

loot, 


their tribesmen, to identify loot, and to answer accusations, &c., in respect 
of raids subsequent fo Ist August.” 


(Ropented to Transjordan, No. 74,) 





No, 48. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 2) 


Sin, Colonial Ofte, February 28, 1981 

ice to the letter from this Office 10 raary, Tam 
Ais by Une Pesahela to tremmatt vo yun for the sort of tbe Soeetary 
of State for Foreign Affairs a copy of a despatch from the Political Resident in 





the Persian Gulf regarding possible Persian Gulf negotiations, and to state that 
the whole question of future negotiations with Ibn Saud will no doubt be 
considered on the receipt of the despatch foreshadowed in Sir Andrew Ryan's 
telegram No. 12 of the 23rd January, a copy of which formed the enclosure to 
the letter to this Department of the 26th February, 
Lam, &. 
JEW. FLOOD. 


Enclosure in No, 48. 


Lieutenant-Colonet Wiseow to Lord Pa 


(No.3, Confidential) 
ly Lord, Bushire, Junuary 81, 1981 

I HAVE the honour to invite a reference to Sir Androw Ryan's telegram 
No. 12 of the 23ni January, 1081, to His Majesty's Secretary of State for 
Foreign AMairs, in which he said that he intended to review the position, a» seen 
by him, in regard Gulf negotiations 

Av lin Saud has tow left. Nejd, there ts oo likelihood of a meeting 

botwoen him and myself taking p tuira, and I would, therefore, 
also seature to put my views regarding the Persian Gulf neyotintions before 
His Majesty's Governinent they may perhaps be of interest to His Majesty's 
Minister at Jedda, and assist him in any discussions that may take place with 
King Tbn Sond. 

3. ut informed the 


thn Saud on Koweit 

Sheikh of Koweit did act in wccordance with the wishes of 
Hie Majesty's Government; some supplies did reach the rebels, but they were 
certainly very limited in amount, and I believe that a considerable proportion 
came from Hasra and other porte, I have frequently endeavoured to obtain 
sccurate information as to what actually did bring about the final collapse of the 
Mutair and Ajman. ‘They had arms, and they had men, and no encounter on a 
large sale took place between them and Ibn. Saud's forces. A my information 
is to tho eflect that their final collapse was almost entirely due to the fact that 
they had run out of supplies of every kind, both of food and of ammunition, and 
that they knew that they could look for no support either from His Majeaty's 
Government or the Sheikh of Koweit. ‘They could obtain no shelter in Traq-or 
Koweit, and had, therefore, been obliged to march considerable distances, and 
were at the end of their resources. This state of affairs wax brought about very 
largely by the meaxsires enforced by the Sheikh of Koweit, acting on the advice of 
His Majesty's Government, wrhich he loyally followed, despite his own trong 
pervonal inclinations. I believe that His y's Government recognise that 
this ix s0, and have every desire to implement their undortakings to the sheikh to 
bring about a cessation of the blockade and restoration of the former prosperity 
of Koweit. : 
5. I discussed a few days ago with the sheikh the effect of thir blockade on 
his territory, and asked hin what the estimated loss caused to him by it had been. 
Sheikh Sir Abinad told me that before the blockade the reventie of Koweit 
amounted to between 7 and 8 lnkbs of rupees Koweit is the Inrgest Arab 
town in Mesopotamia or Arabin after Bagdad—a fact which possibly may not be 
realised. The sheikh told me that, despite the fact that taxation was 
exceedingly light, 4 per cent. on imports and 2 per cent. on exports, before the 
blockade Koweit was one of the most prosperous cities in Arabin, and the State 
paid all its expenses comfortably, and enorally had n balance to devote towards 
improvements, &. Nowadays, the revenue was below 2 lakhs, and, despite the 
moat stringent economy, the State hal last year been unable to balance its bndget, 
and the deficit had heen made good hy contributions from the private estates af 

the ruling, faznily, 


[ors1} ae 











56 


6, Lasked the sheitsh to what jue actually attributed the blockade, and he 
said “entirely to the influence of the Quasaibi family.” I do not think this 
statement is wholly correct, thongh I think it is very largely so. 1 believe 
Thn Saud, in the past at any rate, \vas actuated partly by personal ambition to 
round off his territories by reducing Koweit to the status of a feudatory. On the 
other hand, 1 donot think there is the least doubt but that the blockade was 
originally imposed owing to the influence of the Quasaibis, and that nowadays 
it 1$ maintained owing to the j 

7._ ‘The Quasaibis, as His Majesty's Governs are, are Ibn Sand’s 
bankers. ‘They are of humble origin and entirely en, and, I believe, in 
former years were twice made bankrupt. Subsequently, however, they got in 
touch with merchants on the Husa Coast, Hoffuf, &c., and gradvally amassed a 
considerable fortune by lucky deals in pearls and other means, and ultimately 
started financing Tbn Saud, For some years they farmed the Masa customs, and 
then prevailed on Tin Saud to divert trade with Nejd from Koweit to Babrein, 
Ujair and Hoffnf, supported in this by the influence of the Hast merchants 
‘Thay are said to reosive m salary of 3,000 rupees a month from Tbn Saud, and to 
make enormous profitn on goods ordered by him from India, It 1s currently 
roported that they are owed 7 to 8 lakhs by Thu Saud at the present time, and Y 
think there is no doubt that they wield much inftuence with the King. 

8. To turn now to Ibn Sand's dosiderata. He has stated (eide Mr, Bond's 
deepaich, No, 150, dated the 10th June, 1089, to His Majesty's Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs) that there are thre questions which he wishes to raise in 
connexion with the Persian Gulf :— 


(1) Costoms and transit dues collected in Bahrein on goods imported into 
Ne} 

(2) Cortain points relating to the nationality and passports of Hojaz-Nejd 
subjects in the Persian Gulf. 

(8) The position of Ibn Saud's agents in Batirein and Koweit. 


As regards (2) and (3), I see no particular difficulty in discussing these matters 
with Tha Saud. I'do not know what he wishes to discuss rogarding passports, &. 
but the matter will probably be capable of settlement without much difficulty. As 
rogaris the status of is agents at Babrcin and Kowelt, 1 think if ie were pointed 
‘out to hit that the yrant of consular atatos to hin agents in Babrein and Koweit 
‘would inovitably lead to similar requests from Persia and Traq, he would not 

mess the matter. Moreover, there ix no doubt that the Syrian entourage of 
Tian Said are non wood term with the Quasnibies Abdur Rafan Qussaibt 
told me this himself in Babtoin, and probably they would not welcome 
inceenyo in the Quavaibi prestige in Rahrein, and, therefore, their iflvence would 
he utilised against the proposal 

9, The twowt important question, however, is that of Bahrein transit duce 
As rogards them, I think it might be pointed out to Thn Sand that these dues are 
vory dofinitely levied for services rendered. ‘The Bahrein Government have 
prosiibd, at ahrein, wharves, .warebouses, lighting, a crane, and, in fact, all the 

facilities that, are provided in a civilised port, so far as their finances ‘permit 
‘They are even fhow contemplating an extension af the pier which will cost a large 
suum of money, and. will enable lighters to come alongside at all states of the tide. 
Further, the transit of goods—and Ibn Saud's imports are frequently on a very 
large scale—involves clerical labour, and the provision of guards, watchmen, & 

10.. Tho Hejaz Government benefit by all those faciigies, and it ix not nnteh 
to ask that, in return, they should pay the very modest rate of 2 per cent, customs 
duty, and’ the request that these transit dues should be waived is, in the 
ireiimstances, wholly tmreasonable. 

UTE Thn Sand choos to tranship his goods on the high’ seas, then 
obviously he can avoid payinent, but so long as he utilises the facilities provided 
hy the Babrein Government, he has no reasonable ground for protest if he is axked 
to pay something towards their covt. Tt is not a tax levied by the Bakroin Gavern- 
‘ment on his oods, but a charge made for definite sorvices rendered 

12. T do not think, therefore. that thers #hould be any particular difficulty 
in discussing the demands of Ibn Sand in connexion with the Persian Gulf. We 
are on very strong ground in maintainine the present position. The question 


now arises as to whether any pressure can be brought to bear on him to relax the 
Koweit blockade. Possibly, lun Saud may have abandoned his personal atbition 
to include Koweit in his territories; he has many other preowupations and his 
attitude towards Koweit bas been markedly more friendly of late; some Bedouin 
have been allowed to purchase goods in Kowveit, though the caravan traflo is still 
‘entirely prohibited. 

13, There is still, however, left the influence of the Quasaibis, which will 
certainly be exerted for the mainteuance of the blockade. ~ Lf I was discussing 
Imatters with Tha Saud I shoud, in theft instance, malse an appeal (a his beter 
nature. Ibn Saud knows perfectly well that he owes practically everything to 
Koweit. Koweit gave hit and his family shelter when they were refugees. It 
was with the help of the Koweit tribes arid the support of Sheikh Mubarak that 
he set out on the conquest of Arabia, which has led him ultimately to his present 
high position. So intimate were the relations between Koweit and Ihn Saud that, 

n Ibn Saud was quarrelling with the Turks, be used to send to 
Sheikh Mubarak letters received from the ‘Turkish authorities, and 
Sheikh Mubarak used to write the replies and seal them with Ibn Saud's own 
seal, which was in his powession, for Sheikh Mubarsk had the ropttation of being 
a skilled and forcible writer. Tha Saud is undoubtedly iampulsive, and is ca 
agcasionaly of a geand gost.” It is posible—though pethag 
that if an appeal was made to him on behalf of Koweit, pointing out the ruin 
that his present policy waa bringing on this winal! principality, to which he owed 
0 much and how uaworthy his attitude was havin rexord to all the eircom: 
stances of the case, be might respond. I believe that he would i he were enti 
freo in the matter, He is, however, apparently almoat at the end of his financial 
reyouroes, Tle owes already a considerable sum to his bankers, the Quaxaibis, and 
may have need of further assistance from them and they are doubles capable of 
bringing much pressare to bear on him. Tf then, this method of approach fails, 
there would seem nothing for it but to adopt a sterner line and to hint to Ton Saud 
the possibility of retaliation, 

14, Thn Saud clearly roalinos that it is in our power to retaliate. When T 

ast yoar, he suid to me: ‘Tam not friendly with the British because 1 
particularly Tove them, but becatuse T realing that they have got me by the throat,”” 
he best retaliation that T can think of would be the misinx of the Dahrein 
transit dues to 5 per cent. We. imposed a reduction of the dues on. the 
Sheikh of Bahrein forcibly and against his wishes, They are a constant grievance 
to the shoikh, and moreover the Bahrein State ix at present passing Unrough a 
period of acute financial stringency. I doubt whether it would be nesessary to 
pot the threat into execution The intimation would, af course, have to be tact- 
fully conveyed, but I believe that, if Ihn Saud saw that His Majesty's Government 
intended to get their way in this matter, he would yield. nnd this view { iay 
mention is shared by Colonel Dickson, who knows thn Saud. intimately. 
The cessation of the Mockade would eertainly’ please the merchants ct Nojd: 
might be supported by Fund Hatza as a blow to tho Quasaibis, and posaib 
Hafiz Wahha would use bis influence on the same side There would. therefore, 
be some counterpoise to tho Quasaibi influence which might indvee Ton Saud to 
‘agree fo a restoration of the previons caravan teaffio between Nejd and Koweit, 
and a restoration of the prosperity of this city. 
15, To:sam up:— 


(i) The blockade ix slowly raining Koweit at the present time 

Gi) Tt is, therefore, most important that His Majesty's Government should 
implewent their undertaking to the sheikh to try and bring about 

cessation of the blockade with as little delay aw possible 
(iii) T would myself in the first instance make an appeal to Th Savd's better 
nature, pointing out all he owes to Koweit and the harm that hie 
present policy is causing. Te is probable, however, that his present 
Inancial straits and the infnence in consequence exercitod over him 
by his bankers, the Quasaibis. would prevent his modifying this paligy, 
Th this event the only course to adopt would seem to he to nt at 
{laliation 9. the raising ofthe aren transit dvs.” ‘There may 
means of bringing pr i mage rs 
te neg cueans of bringing pressure which may sigyest themselves 
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(iv) Thn Saud has mentioned three matters which he on his side wishes 
discuss with me. T do not think there is any need to avoid a discussion 
of these questions, sone of them is probably capable of friendly 
settlement, and as regards the other two we are on very strong groun 


16. Lam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Minister at Jedda 
‘and to the Government of India 
T have, &e 
H. V. BISCOE, LiewtColonet, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 





(1B 1082/387/25) No. 49. 


Sir A, Ryan to Mr. A, Henderson—(Receteed Marc 
(No, 52) 
(Pelegraphic,) Fedida, March’, WL 

MY telegram No. 50. 

T had long conversation with the King on 2nd March, T divelt strongly on 
gravity of tho aituation and need for explicit repl 

T have just received counter- memorandum. Tt confesses readiness to being 
article 8 into operation, but ask for agreement on various principles before 
proposed mecting takes’ place in order that representatives concerned may be 
gu thereby, Tt contemplates restitution of loot taken in recent raids on 
strictly mutual basis and in effect refuses to return 800 camels claimed by ‘Trans 
jordan unten» stoy to meot large Nojd counter-claims, Transjordan 
is necused of initiating raids during MacDeriel investigation and thus incurring 
fab gale of treachery. ‘The King defends Neshimi, whom he dismissed only to 
avoid controversy, Offer of assistance in Wady Sighan ia rejected 

My immediately following telegram will give details of audience, note 
concerning Glubb and counter-temorandum, but in the meantime T should fike to 
know whether you wish me to make further attempt to obtain more satisfactory 
reply before to-morrow evening. Prospect of achieving this by purely diplomatic 
action in practically nil, Tf Twere snmmoned home to confer with His Majesty’ 
Government great impression would be created, but effect in other directions wonld 
be far-reaching. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 75.) 


E 1108/887/25} No. 50. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A- Henderson —(leceived March 4.) 
(No. 53.) 
(Telegraphic Teil, March 4, 1981 
‘OLLOWING are details referred to in my ‘immediately proceding 
telegram :— 
1. Main point of audience 
Glubb, T said that 
Of position of P 
was out of 1 carding 
lefinite 


Majesty's Government should treat both sides equally and expressed readiness 
to inflict punishtoont on hie own subjects iF erimi Yansjordan were 
punished. 
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tion that he was personally responsible for raids. As.a 
¢ was entitled to explanation, and, failing pioof, to satisfaction. 

1 said that I was not making accusations but stating facts as to belief on the 
frontier. I again referred to colourable reasons for the belief, beginning with 
Fuad’s note of 20th November refusing to coudemn raiders from Nejd until raids 
from Transjordan had entirely ceased. The King asked if that view was right 
or wrong. “I said it was wrong. The King suid be could not see his subjects 
robbed and plundered. I reproached him with the failure to answer British 
memorandum of October. He quoted Fuad's interim reply, which T refused to 
take seriously and with which I had in any case dealt’ in conversation of 
3rd February with Yusuf Yasin. Discussion became more and more diffuse. At 
intervals I reverted to the gravity of the situation and need for explicit reply to 
the last memorandum. ‘The King promised ono. but. put: forward, his own 
suggestions, viz., (1) steps should be taken to ascertain which side started the raid 
after 1st August and that side should bear the wilt of treachery; (2) no raids to 
take place during proposed meeting and stringent measures to be taken by both 
ssides to restrain tribes; (8) uutual restoration of loot at some stage of meeti 
which he seemed to think might last some time. I promised to put forward any 


1 ie 


March regarding Glubb; Confidence of Hix 
gpointzent to any peat: whatever 
fumours of impending maids from 

‘This denial does not reflect on His 


0) Hing declares 
y 


i¢ desire to bring articlo 8 of Hadda Agrooment into force as stated by Yusnt 
Yasin on ard Febri wt} advantage in proposed 
mmeeting unt 
the start of MacDonnell enquiry an 
sentatives in 


to prowmnt date, vix., 1,198 

ifle ax notified to the 

British Minister, the King will order proved claims of Transjordanian tribes to be 
met 

4. As regards principles to be observed by representatives, the King 
suggests following : (a) Meeting to take place at or noar frontier as agreed upon 
from time to time. (0) Telegraphic communication be maintained by means of 
Jauf wireless, (0) Representatives to exchange information regarding all raids. 
(@ Raids in the nature of theft to be immedintely reported and criminals pursued 
by Government in whose territory the crime took place and stolen property to be 
returned against receipt. _(e) Representatives to exchange information regarding 
big raids and to meet, if necessary, with a view to settlement, Each repre- 
sentative to submit proposed settlement to his Government for sanction in order 
to ensure its effectiveness, (/) Representatives to confine themselves to matters 
relating to raids and to deal with nothing else. (g) Representatives to treat each 
other with courtesy and meet as equals. On receiving assent of His Majesty's 
Government to the above it will be possible to instruct Thu Zeid accordingly. 

5. Paragraph 5 of British memorandum speaks of inability of Transjordan 
to guarantee maintenance of improved situation unless camels captured. from 
their tribes are restored. When similar language was used in a note from Hejaz 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs His Majesty's Government did not agree, and 
British Minister also insisted during bis recent audience that this theory was 
wrong (this is a specious attempt to pervert my criticism of note of 20th 
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November). King thinks it surprising that what on his side is wrong is 
accounted acceptable on the other side. 

6, King agrees that by Arab standards raids should have ceased daring 
MacDonnell enquiry, but it was Transjordan that failed to respect this principle. 
Their tribes began to raid as coon as MacDonnell embarked on his mission, as is 

oved by raids of 26th July, 2st August, Ist September and Ind September 
heir raids have since gone on, ‘Trauisjordanian tribes began and Nejd raid (of 
September, presumably) came Inter 

Although it was # matter of reciprocity, investigation was made; number of 
camels looted proved to be only 120; 86 of these which belonged to Transjordanian 
tribes were restored, the rest being returned to Nejd owners. This proves that 
treachery was not on Nejd side bat on that of Transjordan 

7. “The King cannot admit accusation against Neshmi, who merely worked 
for security of those for whom he was responsible. He was removed from his 
post only to avoid controversy with His Majesty's Government 

He did his best. for peace, but Transjordanian tribes have always been the 
beginners of evil conduct, and Nejdis have sometimes had to defend themselves 

8. King is prepared to instruct Thn Zeid to meet Glubb when he receives 
reply of His Majesty's Government 

‘As for reatitution of loot ta Transjordanian tribes, it cannot be undertaken 
until start ix made with restoration of property belonging to King's abject, 

9. ‘The King informs His Majesty's Government. with thanks for their offer 
of assistance in Wadi Sithan, that ho hax power, thank Cod, ver al his wabjects 


Tf he needs any help it is the protnise of Hix Majesty's Government to hand 
jor criminals if they flee from panishment into Transjordan 
Ag awaits reply in order that he may send necessary instructions to 


Ki 
Ton Zoic 
(Repeated to Transjordan, No, 70.) 





{ B 1082/387/25) No. 51 


Mr, A, Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (deddd). 
(No. 42) 
(Tolegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 4, 1981. 
‘OUR telegram No. 52 of 3rd March: Tranajordan-Hejaz-Nejd frontier 
situation, Inst paragraph. 

Your tolegram No. 58 lias not yet been received, but it would, T fear, in any 
‘caso have heen impossible to send you further instructions in time to enable you 
to tuke further action to-day. 

Meanwhile please telegraph briefly your estimate of (a) probable effectiveness 

wxion with present issue and (}) disadvantages of your possible recall for 
tation with Hix Majesty's Government, indicating particelarly directions 
which you consider effects of such step would be 

(Ropeated to Trangjordan.) 





[8 1137/87/25) No. 52, 
Str A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henilerson.—(Received March 6) 


5h) 
f elagraphic) Jedda, March 5, 1981 
‘OUR telegram No. 42. 

(a) Ibn Sond treats diplomatic notes as moves in the game. My recall for 
consultation would impress bim with gravity of situation more than anything 
that can be said or written. ‘This alone would probably not compel compliance 
with all your demands, some of which are almost impossible of ace from 
his point of view. «g., siving of full powers to subordinates and public disayowal 
of Neshmt. His Majesty's Government have on their side gone too far to recede 
withont putting the King in a position to say he has called their bla. My 
departure, if represented as being for consultation, would show they were serious 
without committing them finally to more drastic action (e.g., occupation of Wady 





Sirhan), which would still be almost certainly nevessary to enforce complete sub- 

mission. Tts effectiveness would be greater or less according to whether I left by 

sloop or steamer; the facts were published or not; my wife left or stayed behind; 

and vice-consul ‘were appointed Chargé d'Affaires or left merely for routine 

business 

(0.) Question cannot be isolated. Recall even for consultation would present 

the appearance of rupture of relations. No one here will believe that sole reason 

for this is the latest turn in the situation, which has lasted for a year, and present 

His Majesty's Government towards [group omitted), which is based 

ipreciation by a single expert known to be repugnant to Ibn Saud 

old be that His Majesty’s Government had changed former friendly 

poliey all along the line and wished to diminish or perhaps destroy King's 

¥group omitted] Appointment of a British Minister crowned his success 

Appearance of rupture would be his first serious set-back in thirty years. Detailed 
effect cannot be analysed briefly, but comes under the following heads :—— 


1. Atmosphere for Iraq negotiations would be hopeless even if Nuri still 
came. At best they cannot, in my opinion, succeed without your 
mediation at crucial moment. 

2. [Group undecypherable] pilgrimage and local exchange situa 
is now very precariovs, might easily be alfectod and the King's position 
in his dominions might be shaken, 

3, All negotiations on air matters and minor questions like claims, &c,, 
would have to stand over, Atmosphare in which they were eventually 
resumed would depend on outcome of crinis and might be either more 
or less favourable than now. 

4. All orientals overestimate personal factor. Ibn Saud quite possibly 
thinks that T-have worked up this crisis. In the intorest of futtire 
pod relations you might hays to consider replacing we. Lf you could 

lo thin without loss of face it would not be a bad thing, eapecially if 
my succossor spoke Arabie, 


Possible course as rogards Nos. 3 arid 4 would be to remove me now ax for 
consultation ; either let Transjordanian frontier situation develop on its own lines 
or deal with it by force; refuse to sond re back pending settlement by special 
maiation, not including myself, of all outstanding questions; and eventually to 
Appoint now Mininter, i 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No, 78.) 





[1B 1003/2/25) No, 53. 


Mr, A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda) 
(No. 43) eA 
(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Ofice. March }, 1981 
YOUR telegrams Nos. 40 and 47 of 27th February: Iraq-Nejd relations, 
1 approve your langaage on all points. 
(Advressed to Jedda. Repeated to Bagdad.) 





E 1146/387/25) 
India Ofhee to Foreign Offee—(Received March 


Sir, Tnidia Offee, March 6, 1981.) 
1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Af_aire, copy of a telegram seut 
fo the Government of India respecting the situation on the frontier hetween 
Transjordan and the Hejae-Nejd 
Tam, &e 
S. F. STEWART. 
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Enclosure in No. 54. 
Secretary of State for India to Government of India, 


(Telegraphie.) India Office, March 5, 1931. 
“THERE is.some danger of serious situation arming ae betreen His 
Majesty's Government and fbn Saud in connexion with latter's failure to meet 
demands of His Majesty's Government arising out of Hejaz-Nejd raids into 
Transjordan (see Foreign Office telegram) to Jedda Nos. 20, 21 and 22 of 
th February, copy by mail of 12th February aud connected correspondence). No 
effort is being spared to secure friendly settlement, but danger that this may 
prove impossible, though not immediate, cannot be overlooked. 
taps to be taken in that event have been under consideration and it has been 
tentatively proposed that failing satisfactory settlement we should take either -— 

(a) Diplomatic action such as withdrawing Minister from Jedda, either 

indefinitely or for consultation with His Majesty’s Government; or 

() Active coercive measures in one of the following alternative forms <— 

(i) Armoured ears to cross Hejaz frontier supported by aireraft reconnais 
tance, round up tribes and drive off camels to numbers of those looted, 
Tatter to be held as hostages by Transjordan Administration, 

(i) TE Nojd trib have withdrawn from frontier during period of strained 
relations, Kaf to be occupied. by force of armoured cars and Trans- 
jordan Fronticr Force. 

In case theve proposals have to be considered further, please talograph as 

carly aa possible any observations you may wish to offer, with special reference to 


‘any probable effecta on political situation and Indian Moslem opinion 


[E 1185/723/25) No. 35. 
Sir A, Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Receleed March 7.) 
(No, 67.) 


(Telographic,) Jedida, March 7, 1981 

YOUR telogram No, 

T concur moment is unpropitious. If prevnt crisis ends happily, I propose, 
‘after short suitable interval, to addrem written communication to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs with reference to correspondence exchanged last year in 
connexion with transfer of Air Force following your instructions up to “by ait 
if necoasary. 

‘Ax regarda location and number of landing grounds, it will be remembered 
chief pilot advised in favour of establishing one at Jinnah Island, Tf this would 
sullice, matter might be much easier. In any case I think it will be better to 
clicit King’s views on general question before making any statement on my sido 
regarding that aspect of it 





(B 1149/387/25) No, 56, 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A, Ryan (Jedia) 
(Nos. 44 and 45, 
hy egraphic.) d Foreign Office, March 7, 1981 
FOUR teegrams Nox 52, 88, 54 and 3 of Sd, ath and. Sth March 

‘Transjordan-Hejar-Nojd frontier crisis 

is Majesty's Government consider that essential object sbould now be to 
bring about immediate meeting of frontier authorities, and thus to secure that 
oestion be dealt with (at any Fate daring next stage) cn local and tribal rather 
than on international basis. Hoejazi reply, though in many ways evasive and 
linsatisfactory, appears not to exclude such method of settlement, Unless, 
{herefore, Thu Saud prevents meeting from taking place or from leading to early 
and satisfactory result, of unless there is sudden deterioration in frontier 
situation, question of resort to drastic measures, such as your withdrawal, need 
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not now be further considered, though possibility of such necessity arising must 
not be excluded. As soon as you receive the telegraphic concurrence of the High 
Commissioner for Transjordan, to whom this telegram is being repeated, you 
should address communication to the Hejazi Government on following lines ‘— 


{R.) 2 "His Majesty's Government note (1) that King declares his 
desire to bring article 3 of Hadda Agreement into force; (2) that he agrees 
to immediate mecting of Captain Glubb and Abdul Aziz-bin-Zeid, subject 
to prior understanding on certain general principles; and (8) that he agrees 
to mutual restoration of loot being arranged for during meeting 

3. “Provided meeting takes place in immediate future ilis Majesty's 
Government are prepared to agree to its being governed by all the principles 
suggested (i¢., those enumerated in section 4 of your telegram No. 33) they 
note, however, that King desires that each representative should submit 
proposed settlement to ‘his Government for sanction, His Majesty's 
Government would ‘greatly prefer that local representatives should 
be given full power to dispose finally of all questions regarding 
raid’ claims, and they are prepared to give full powers to 
Captain Glubb if King will give equally full’ powers to Ibn Zeid. 
If, however, His Majesty feels nnable (see your telegram No. 54) to give the 
latter stich authority, they are prepared reluctantly to acquiesce in any settle- 
ment reached by Captain Glubb and Ibn Zeid being referred by these officials 

heir Governments for sanction, In that case, however, it should be 

inderstood that the necessary sanction shall be given without tundue 


4. In reply to the King’s request for proposals as to the liquidation 
of past raids sunco the opening of Mr. MacDounell’s enquiry (your velogram 
No; 20; His, Majeaty's Government propose. that Capiain Glubb and 
Tbn Zeid should be empowered. personally-— 


**(a) To examine claims respecting all raids which have ocourred since 
the agreed date of Ist Au 

" (0) To summon representative leading sheikhs of the tribes involved 
on either side, 

“(¢) To supervise the arrangements for the immodiate restoration of 
loot on either side, in the light of the result of their joint 
investigation, as soon as requisite sanction has been received, 


5, “Ax regards. (8), the ‘Transjordan Government are prepared 
immediately to arrange for the Transjordan sheikh concerned to held them. 
selves in readiness t0 proceed to the mecting place, aid His Majesty's 
Government rely on Ibn Saud to make corresponding ar ‘Tangements in regard 
to representative leading shoikhs from the Flejar Nojd. 

“Tt has alvways been the intention of Hie Majesty's Government that, 
Captain Glubb and Thn Zeid should also discuss measures for regular 
co-operation on the frontier in future in accordance with the letter aud 
spirit of the Hada Agreement 

. 7, “His Majesty's Government note that King proposes mutual under 
takiag that no raids shonld take ‘place during’ proposed meeting. (leet 
paragraph of section 1 of our telegram No. al "hey coneer Chat 
immediate effect should be given to this proposal by means-of simultaneous 
Public announcement by both sides categorically forbidding and dleavowine 
all forms of raiding, and intimating that offenders will Reetve exemplane 
Punishment. "As sonn as His Majesty's Government are informed that 
fon Sand is issuing this announcement, they will arrange for vimalteneics 
iasve of similar announcement in Transjordan 

8. “His Majesty's Government request to be informed in the immediate 
future of the place and date which the Hejasi Government propone for the 
meeting, and ‘they will be glad to learn that the nevesanry iretrections 
covering all the above points have been issued to Ibn Zeid (see section 8 and 

Paragraph of your telegram No. 53) in order that they: tay inne 
corresponding instructions to Captain Glubb.” “(End of R) 


(Addressed to Jedda, Nos. 44 and 45. Repeated to Transjordan.) 

















(E 1914/387/25) 
India Office to Foreign Offor—(Receieed March 11.) 


Sir, India Office, March 10, 1931. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to teansmit, to you, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram 
from the Government of India on the subject of situation on the frontier between 
Transjordan and Hejaz-Nejd. 


STEWART. 


Enolosure in No, 57. 


Government of India to Seoretary of State for India. 
many 
slegraphic 

wre FGER talaga of the Sth instant, No: 506 ; 

Preset temper af Tndian Moslem it easy and uncertain, thee hi 
perturbation beitg over alleged failury of their own leaders and of Governme 
{o defend: thor faerosta ogaluat what le widely Yepresented as attempt 
Congress to establish virtual Hindu role in India tinder new. Constitution 
Moslem reprenntatives returned from Roun Table Conferwnce have also bees 
frony voicing their fear that His Majesty Goverament will tot give than 
Protection they consider necessary in the event of final failure of Hindu-Mosler 
Regotintions. ” Concurrent’ with apprehensions regarding the future, there is 
strong fooling of resentineat over the action taken by’ North-West Frontier 
Province Administration to muppreas recent disorders in Peshawar district, which 
is coutenstod uafavourubly with what is tepreseated as greater lenience shown to 
fyltation in Hiiudn tdi’ Real, though more remote, concern is also felt at the 
Intest statement of His Majesty's Government's Palestine policy, which is 
represented ae a surrondarof the Movies toJetiah iterate | 

Finongeace of major fection with Tin Saud is likely a thie time stil 
fire este Molem opin, and let in ho prt, delicate political 
xituation in India might be serious, We strongly trast, therefore, is 
Majesty's Government will wucvsed in their efforts to secure friendly’settlement 
without reconrse to overt actiog, particularly in the form of active coercive 
meanires roferted to in your telegram. 


Dethi, March 9, 1931 





( B 1288/387 /25) No. 58, 
‘Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson (Received March 14.) 

No, 61 

CTegeapie) By e Jedda, March V4, 193) 

T ndineak'to Minister for’ Foreign Affaire on 10th March further 
mamoranum vith take requesting earliest posible reply. Memoranda, began 
with formal introduction, and, except for verbal alterations, reproduced your 
telogram under reference ia paragraphs pumbered 2 vo § asi that telegram 

Following is full summary, of Hejaz Goversment’s counter memorandum 
enclosed iu note of 12th March, which, like mine, requests earliest possible 


eta King has carefully considered further memorandum of 
ae a Hejaz Government note acceptance by His Majesty's Govern. 
ment of ioaipton suggested in paragraph 4 of their memorandum of Srd 
March. They cannot agree to sugyestion that Thn Zeid should be given full 
powers to sedtle all questions of raids definitely in view of distance which 
Separates him from Contral Government and fact that latter have no means of 
Fapid communication with frontier area such as to enable Thn Zeid to receive 
tll necessary information in good time. For this and other internal reasons 


05 


Hejaz Government would prefer that His Majesty's Government should 
accept all points indicated in paragraph 4 of memorandum of 3rd March. 
They ugree that both Governments should, within shortest possible time, and 
without undue delay, make their observations and accept or criticise 
decisions arrived at hy the two representatives after they have been received. 

“8. The Hejaz Government agree that Tbn Zeid and Glubb should 
examine raids from date on which MacDonnell started work up to present 
time by oral exchange of information, They soe uo practical advantae 
in their forming themselves into a tribunal entitled to investigate and 
interrogate. They see much ground for apprehension in this, aid more 
Particularly if it is intended to summon sheikhs in order to obtain informa 
tion from them during the meeting. Experience has shown that a meeting in 
ne place of sheikhs when raids and attacks have produced spirit of hostility 
leads to quarrels, and such disputes in isolated frontier places may cause 
dangerous incidents. The Hejaz Government consider practical course to 
be the following :— 


Each representative to take with him all necossury information 
regarding previous raids, 

“@) Claims in respect of those raids to be examined during mecting: 
decisions to be taken in cases where representatives are satisfied 
of the teuth thereof: these decisions to be submitted to their 
Governments by quickest means; and restitution to be effected 
inunediately on sanction being given. 

(©) As regards claims aboot which representatives are at variance, each 
shall forward to his Government summary of conversations and 
shall indicate proof tendered, ao that the Governments may 
communicate with each other With view to agreeing on bert 
manner of settlement, 

“(@ Bach reprosentative tc he entitled to request prolongation of 
meeting in order to obtain further information which he may 
find necessary in the course of discussion, 

“(¢) Reprosentative of each Government will thus uct a4 agont for 
respective tribes, and it will be for him to defend their rights 
In this way many difficulties and dangers can be avoided which 
would be likely to arise in the neighbourhood of the frontier, if 
tribal chiefs should meet in remote places, 


“4. The Hejaz Government see no objection to Ibn Zeid and Glubb 
exchanging information about raids, and they will instruct Ibn Zeid. in 
accordance with provisions of Hada Agreement 
The Hejaz Government are prepared to act in accordance with 
Proposal wade by the King in his conversation with Sir A. Ryan as regards 
lefinite prevention of raids on both sides during meeting of representatives 
to discuss raids, and they are prepared definitely to prevent raide by their 
subjects when meeting is announced. 

4,2, The, Hejaz Government, though strongly desirous. that meeting 
should take place as soon as possible, regret inability to fix exact date because 
of recent dauuage to wireless at Jnuf. Instrument which had been damaged 
was despatched some days ago by car from Jedda. "At the eatlest manent 


fat which communication can be restored His Majesty's Government will be 
ib 


informed of time at which meeting will be Hoejaz Government 
cannot fix place either before consulting Ibn Zeid. Tf His Majesty's Govern, 
ment like to suggest place, Hejaz Government, will enquire of Governocate 
‘of Janf whether it will be convenient or whether Governorate has alternative 
saggestion to make. 

«i, The Hejaz Government note amongst points left unanswered in 
thei memorandum omission to reply to paragraph 9 thereof" 


(Repeated to Transjardan, No, $2.) 


ee 


(01st) 
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|B 1284/1098/25) No. 50. 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson. —(Received March 14.) 


(Nos. 62 and 63. 
frelsgeapine ) J Jedda, March 14, 1931 
(R.) YOUR despatch No. 68 
Tn note dated 11th March Minister for Foreign Affairs requests that, as 
Sadiya and Jizan are not affected by agreement between Hejax Government and 
Eastern Telegraph Company, I shall communicate with Aden Government with a 
view to agreement for establishment of wireless telegraphic communication 
between Aden and Jizan for commercial pores connected with Idrisi Province; 
and with authorities in Kamaran with a view to creation of postal service 
between that island and Jizan in order to economise facilities, (End of R.) 


‘This request assumes acquiescence of His Majesty's Government in new 
status of Air. ‘Thore may also be some idea of diminishing dependence of Hejaz 
for external telegraph communication on Eastern Telegraph Company, whose 
claim T have been pushing very strongly. Tam not acknowledging note pending 
your instructions, 

May thi and immediately procaing telegram be repeated fram Landon to 
Aden, which does not held "RR" code! 





No. 00. 


Sroretary of State for the Colonies to the High Commissioner for the 
‘ransjordan,—(Recvived in Fareign Office, March 17.) 
(No, 40.) 


(Telegraphic. Colonial Offee, March 16, 1931 
CS FEDDA tek to Foreign Oflice No. GL eee you, frontier raids, 

lease telegraph (1) whether you consider attendance of sheikhw essential in order 
to arrive at truth and obtain satiafactory and speedy settlement of claims; 
(2) whether therw is, in your opinion, substance in thn Saud's objections to their 
Attendance; (8) if answer to (1) is in affirmative, any suggestion» you can make 
te to method of preventing quarrels and. dangerous ‘icidents Arising from 
moating of ahoikhs of two siden much ax Ibn Saud anticipates. Also telegraph 
Your obervations on Hejaxt Government's request for return of criminals who 
may flee from punishment into Transjordan, aud any suggestions ax to place and 
date of meeting. I am aware of objections to certain of proposuls made in 
paragraph 3 but shall be glad of comments on any other points which you may 
‘wish to male, 

(Repeated to Jedda, No. 48.) 


(B 1473/82/25) No, 1 
Sir A. Rygn to Mr. A. Henderson —(Recticed March 235 


io. 85.) 

legraphic.) R. Jedda, March 23, W931. 
te "PAVE received note from Minister for Foreign Affairs dated 216t March 
complaining of fresh raid from Transjordan into sin Ned early in March 
inalving cptare of 100 camels in Tei{ "ma district, Note refers lo to another 

id in Pebraary, but report i and is not vouched for. fi 
raid Aion sald io have’ icon taken by GIuDD fn later cae i criticised, bat in 


Teri Ok frtke nate Ticeesion Speriic lagen ik Tage al 
they should be forwarded to London by bag, 








(B 1856 /387/25] No. 62. 


High Commissioner for Urunsjordan to the Secretary of State for the Colonies — 
(Receined in Foreign Ufice, March 27.) 

(No. 26) 

(Telegraphic.) Murch 2, 1981, 

YOUR telegram No. 40. 

I do not consider that attendance of sheikhs is essential for the settlement 
of the majority of the claims, but in cases where Glubb and Hejaz representatives 
cannot ag to facts, they must, in my opinion, be authorised to summon 
sheikhs to give evidence on oath of such cases. Reference to Governments 
concerned as suggested by the Hejaz Government would be ineflective 

2 To minimise danger of incidents when sheikhs are summoned for this 
Purpose, T suggest that both Governments should take guarantees from sheikhs 
concerned binding them over to good behaviour on pain of heavy punishment, as 
was done after Hamid-bin-Jazi incident (see my tolegram No, 112 of 25th Ootober. 
1940). 

3. As regards surrender of criminals in my telegram No. 5, 1 have suggested 
form of uudertaking to be given by Transjondan Goverament in respect xt five 
Beni Atiya chiefs concerned in raids dealt with by MacDonnell. T consider it 
more satisfactory that surrender should be based on a formal extradition agteo- 
ment complementary to Hada Agreement to be concluded between His Majesty's 
Government and Ibn Saud 

4. It ix desirable that Ist August should be clearly specified ax the date 
from which claims would be considered by roprmscntatives 

5. Three or four raids have recently been carried out by Transjordan tribes, 
and I strongly recommond that, in view of deterioration of frontier altuation, a 
meeting should take place between Glubb and Thi Zoid as early ax possible, 

6, Ax details of procedure are still under discussion, T consider: first 
meeting should be confined to arranging means for joint policing of frontier and 
exchange of information to prevent further deterioration. 

1 suggest first ineoting should take place on Ist April at Al Meiairi, in 

chan. oF at any ether place near frontiar which Hajar Governmeat thay 

Representatives should bring not more than tweaty men each, and each 

should make their own arrangements for tentage and mapplies, neither 
being formal host or guest of other. 


(3 1569/2/25) No. 63. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson—(Receired March 97.) 

(No. 68.) 
(Telegraphic.) Jedda, March 27, 1931. 

AY imineditely preceding tlogram. 

Shortness of Nuri Pasha's stay here will make it difficult to refer to you on 

ints arising during visit, I take it that you would prefer mo to remain 

‘sic: | refrain j as far as possible from intervening. My ability to do so usefully 
may in any case be affected by recent deterioration of relations between His 
Majesty's Government and Ibn Saud. 

I should nevertheless like to have your guidance as to whether, in the case 
of acute difference, T should attempt mediation either personally or on your 
behalf. If so I suggest following lines for consideration :— 


1. Desert posts have not been mentioned in recent correspondence. I 
presume that His Majesty's Government wish for their own reasons to maintain 
their previous attitude. “If question arises and again proves insoluble arran| 
ments made at * Lupin conference might be renewed with provision that the sx 
months will run from now. 

2 Bon-Voisinage—If Tbn Saud hesitates he should be held to the promise 
given not only to Iraq but to His Majesty's Government to sign agreement 
Provided extradition negotiations are initiated, but without reference to their 
course. I assume that signature of agreement as initialled will be satisfactory 

[e1st) r2 
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unless parties mutually agree to amendments like those suggested by High 
Commission on 25th March, 1930. i 
8. Extradition—I ould propose to use good offices in favour of any 
compromise regarding political offenders resembling that contemplated in 1925 
(Claims shold ho loager present diffculties unless Nuri’ abjects to the 
King’s proposal to postpone actual payment until other outstanding questions 
ve been settled. < f 
bs 2 Trae Facilities, Customs and Pilgrim Trajie—I might su: ost- 
jent if discussion threatens to create obstacle to agreement on other points. 
6. In Mashhur—To be treated as separate question. T might endeavour to 
promote friendly arrangement as regards handing over of relatives and properties 
‘and acceptance of the situation [? group omitted] facts in regard to the man 
bimsol? and arms alleged to have been surrendered by him, 


(Repeated to Bagdad, No. £7.) 
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Mr, A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda), 
(No. 50.) A 
Vol i Forrign Office, March 27, 1981 
COMEERERENCE to telegram No. 26 of ahh March from Transjordan to 
Colonial Office, repeated to you, No, 24° Transjordan-Nejd frontier crisis, 
His Majesty's Government ‘agree that preliminary meeting should be held 
‘44 noon. ax possible, ax suguented in paragraph 5, Plosso inform Hejazi Govern 
ment of proposala in paragrapba 6 and 7 of Tranajordan telegram under 
reference and try to obtain a favourable reply so that necessary arrangements can 
: : 
ns etal pasibersiice is being given to views of High Commissioner 
improwed in paragraphs 1 to 4 of his telegram, and further instructions will be 
weit to you. 
(Repeated to 'Transjordan, No. 42) 


{B 1800/1600); 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received March 80.) 


he Jedda, March 0, 
IN tmy despatch No, 13 of the 11th January, 1931, T mentioned ‘that the 
festivities nt Wadi Fatma on the 9th January in honour of Ibn Saud's accession 
oluded a Nojdi war dance, I did not at the time attach any particular 
mportance to this, Tt now comes into the same setting aa certain more recent 
manifestations which throw a curious sidelight on the internal situation in this 
r 
song ‘The! King eturied to Mecca for Ranindhan asd spent the ensuing 
festival there. Mecoa and Jedda were presently all agog on hearing that the 
King and princes of the Royal house had danced in public during the feast, 
Shortly after, ax you know, Ibn Saud came to Jodda. He arrived on the 
26th Fobruary, the principal object of his visit being to gratify the cherished 
ambition of Mr. Charles R. Crane, a former American Minister and sympathiser 
with Syrian revolutionaries, to make his acquaintance. ‘This had been engineered 
tly by Mr. Antonius and pethaps to some extent by Mr. Philby. It was hoped 
be tots that Mr. Crane might produce a substantial gift or loan. Anyhow, the 
‘Waa all out to do honour to his guest, ne 

sy Varioesdeantiona, wes arrasiedsior the Kink’s say aa Jedds. The 
Diplomatic Corps were invited to several, as was Mr, Crane. We all dined at 

the municipality on the King’s invitation. We all drank tea with Mr. Phil 
whoge house His Majesty honoured. But the close of the proceedings was a 
review on the 27th February held mainly, it would appear, to provide local colour 
for Mr. Crane's edification. There was a small march past of the infantry of 
the “regular army.”” It was followed by a much larger parade of men-at-arms 


from Nejd_ who had come back with the King, ‘This was carried out with some 
show of military order, but it was followed liy a dance similar to that given at 
Wadi Fatma, though on a much larger scale. Many of the Royal princes took 
it in it.’ The leader was the King's son, the Emir Feisal, so that the Diplomatic 

iy enjoyed the unusual spectacle of seeing the Minister for Foreign Affaira 
execute a public dance in front of them. He was most graceful, and he twirls x 
sword very prettily. He wore an agreeable smile, though it became a little 
fet as the afternoon wore on—it is said that he collapeed at the end of the 
Similar dance in Mecca. Altogether he showed to infinitely greater advantage 
than when he is conducting the foreign busineas of his cous 

4. All the participants in the dance were Nejdis. ‘The infantrymen of 
the regular army, most of whom came from that country, intimated a wish to join 
in after they had gone throngh their new-fangled Enropean tricks. The Kin 
Braciously accorded permission. Next day it was announced that the people 
of Jedda had expressed a desire to show what they could do in the way of a 
Aisplay., ‘The King left Me. Philby's party on the 24th February somewhat curly 
because ho had promised to retorn to the palace for this Jeddawi performance, 
T understand that it was on the same lines as the Nejdi display, although loss 
formal. After that the habit of making processions to the palace with drums, 
singing and dancing appeared to ffow on the people of Jedda and there w 
two or three deinonstrations of the kind during the remainder of the King stay, 
including one on the 3rd March, when tho lead was anid to have becn taken t 
the Hadramis, and several gay parties raining to many hundred people in al 
surged past my house on their way back from tho palace. 

5. On the 2nd March Mr. Philby gave me hin 
Mecca. It began more or less by accident, he said. 
festival a crowd of Meccans 


Sword-play 
of all these’ dances. 

8. The Mecca *Umm-al-Quea” of the 27th February records. the 
performance at Mecca in an article headed: "Tho Speech of the Sword.” It 
makes no mention of anything having hhappaned on the firat day of the festival, 
but says that on the second the King held a review of his Bedouin troops, in 
which the princes joined; and that the King throw off his cloak, drew his sword 
and played with it too, "remembering the old days of his fighia’”. ‘The writer 
describes this sword-play as a voiceloss xpeech, ecause every glance and gesture 
of the King meant many thi 

ii he King himself mentioned in my hearing at one of the functions in 
Jedda that the Nejdi war-danco was a revival, the custom having been. in 
abeyance for over fifteen years. Me. Philby's version of the Mecca demonstrations 
ignores the fact that thero bad been an organised dance at Wadi Fatma on 

Sth January, but he too says that these things are the revival of an old 

actice, and he puts the period of discontinuance at about twenty years. This 
wings me to my reason for describing at such length in an official despatch 
what so far reads merely like a record of the picturesque. 

8. _Thn Sand started the organisation of the Akhwan colonies round about 
1912. They were clearly designed to provide easily mobilisable fighting forces, 
fanned by zeal by the present Wahhabi doctrine. ‘The rehels of 1929 tarned x 
portion of this instrument against the King. It is difficalt to judge how far the 
Tevolt permanently impaired the value of the Akhwan as a military machine, but 
‘one of the complaints of the rebels was that the King had ceased to he a food 
Wahhabi. This is trae to the extent that, as he has risen, he has had to make 
‘many compromises with modern and some with less rigid forms of Islam. 
One sees in his toleration and encouragement of the recent manifestations ab 
indication of his desire to ride on a looser rein a section of his subjects who like 
things repugnant to the true Wahhabi of the old school—the music of the drum, for 
instance. Although this new liberty has been allowed to both Nejdis and Hejazis, 
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mificant that the easing of the safety valve hus taken place in Mecea and 
Jedda, places with no real appetite for Wah in any form. The King 
‘would appear to be reinsuring with the less puritanical elements. His personal 
participation and that of the princes in the dancing have enabled him to appear 
88 a monarch who not only likes to see his people have a bit of fun, but 
is democratic enough to join in it 

$. Townsmen count for little in this country, and it would be mistake 
to attach a greater political significance to the matter then, have, done in the 
preceding paragraph. ‘The spectacle of the dancing crowd outside my house 
on the Sea March ‘conjared sup the atmosphere of expansiveness characteristic 
of the cheerfuller phases of European revolutions which have ended in the 
downfall of Kings; but I should be slow to suggest that Ibn Sand’s complaisance 
denotes, in an Arabian setting, any consciousness of a serious weakening in his 
position, 

10, I am sending copies of this despatch to the High Commissioner at 
Bagdad, Cairo, the Honourable the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, and 
to the Seoretary to Government of India in the Foreign and Pelitical Departinent 

ve, Ge. 
ANDREW RYAN 





[E 1601/569/25) No. 66 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A, Hendervon.—(Receieed March 30.) 


(No, 81.) 
Bir, Jeilda, March 6, 1981 

IN amy despatch No. $0 of wo-day's date T have hac occaxion to mention the 
visit of Mr. Charles R. Crane to sJedda. As this event hax attracted a good deal 
of attention, it may be worth while to make it the eubject of a report, 

2. It will bo remembered that Mr. Crane visited Jedda at the end. of 1926, 
a recorded in the Jedda report for December of that year. Me did not then meet 
Thn Saud, but they exchanged presents, Tis recent visit would appear to have 
been arranged by Mr. Antonius, who was formerly employed in the Palestine 
Administration, and who assisted Sir G. Clayton here at various times from 1925 
to 1928, I firut hoard of it from Mr. Philby, shortly before T received a telegram 
from Sir John Chancellor on the subject 

3,” Mr- Crane appears to have come specially from America to accampliah 
his pervonal visit to Ibn Saud. He arrived here on the 25th February and left on 
tho Sed March. He was accompanied by Mr. Antonius, He stayed, by his own 

Hest, nt the house of a local notable who had entertained him in 1926, He kaw 
great deal of the King in one way or another, both by special arrangement and 
at functions 

4. In 1926-27 Mr. Crane was mat ou in French and British off 
because of his aasocintion with Syrian revolutionaries, T have-no full i 
fon the subject, but my French colleague here tells me that. in his opi 
French authorities took n rather exaggerated view. Fie seems to regard 
Me. Crane at au amiable bsybody, who mnkes oriental peoples hit hobby and who 
as money to burn, although he doos not barn it ax freely ax he ix sometimes 
‘expected to do, “My own observation tends to confirm this. Mr, Crane called on 
me, and [ entertained him a little during his stay withont going beyoud the 
courtesy which it is natural to show in this place to any distinguished visitor, 
He rode his hobty all the time, caracoling from ‘Turkey to the Far East, and be 
seemed to be merely att interested, though sympathetic, observer of experitnents in 
uplift in the various countries. He dwelt greatly on the many things he had seen 
disappear "* into history 

Bee 'Me. Crune is interested iu the Yemea, and is suid to be building a road 
there from benevolent motives. His visit to Jedda was heralded by rumours that 
he was going to give or lend Ibn Sand a handsome sum of money. I have not yet 
heard what passed between them, except that, when the King drank tea at 
Mr. Philby's on the 28th February, the conversation turned on artesian wells, and 
Mr. Crane offered to arrange for his engineer in the Yemen to call in at Jedda 
on his next up the Red Sea to size up the possibilities of boring hereabouts. 
‘The King, who toys a good deal with the idea of finding new water in his 


Dominion, accepted the offer. The conversation, in which it was made and 
accepted and at which I was present, appeared to be quite accidental 
Tam sending copies of this despatch to the High Commissioner for Egypt, 
the High Commissioner for Transjordan and the political resident and 
Commander-in-chief at Aden. 
T have, &: 
ANDREW RYAN 





E 1605 /387/25) No. 07 


‘Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A, Henderson.—(Received March 30,) 
(No. 88.) 
Sir, Jedda, March 7, 1981 
WITH reference to'my telegram No. 58 of the 4th March, 1 have the honour 
to forward herewith a full record of my discussion with Ibn Saud on the 
2nd March regarding the Transjordan frontier question and. translations of 
the notes(’) addressed to me by the Minister for Foreign Affairs next day in reply 
to my communications of the 25th February, 
Before receiving your final instructions, I had given Sheikh Yusuf Yasin 
list of various matters about which T wished to speak to the King, They 
tided the Transjordan frontier question and the “ Biscoe incident,” which 1 
dealt with on the 2nd March, There were four other matters of considerable 
importance, which I did not raise for the reason given in the enclosed record. 
3 On the erening of the Srd March, Shell 


4th March. No allusion was made on either side to the frontier question. When 
we left the audience room, Sheikh Yusuf Yasin observed that we were gettin 
on with the work: ‘Lest be should chink that all was well in a anny world 
remarked that one grave question over-shadowed everything else. le passed this 
Sajal there bes bots sy meansonol toe oalcestente cent ates 
conversation, although we met on the Sth and 6th March to discuss other things 

4. The King and the sheikh would appear to have kept the matter within 
the smallest possible circle. T have had no indication that anyone outside the 
Palace and the Legation knows of the crisis. T doubt whether even Mr. Philby, 
in spite of his constant frequentation of the King and his Eminence grise 
reputation, has been told anything important, If he has, he has had the sense 
to keep it to himself, 

5. Tam sending copies of thin despatch and enclosures to His Majesty's 
High Commissioner for Transjordan. 

T have, &c. 


ANDREW RYAN. 


Enclosure in No. 67. 
Record of Sir A. Ryan's Audience with Ibn Saud on March 2, 1931, 


1 WENT to the palace at 9:30 4.0. accompanied by Mr. Wikeley and Ismail 
Effendi. who interpreted. ‘The King was attended by Sheikh Yusuf Yasin, who 
was present throughout, except for short exits to get papers. T was with the 
King until about 11-45, and nearly the whole of the time was devoted to the 
‘Transjordan frontier question. 

2. Thad given Sheikh Yusuf some days before a list of seven matters which 
I wished to lay before the King in person, On receipt of my final instructions 
on the Transjordan question, I decided not to detract from its importance by 
“scussing other business. I made an exception in favout of the communication 


" Not printed, 
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Thad to make about the Biscoe incident. After compliments, I told the King 
that I would confine myself to two subjects, and I disposed of the Biscoe afia 
in, the manner recorded in a separate derpatch to the Foreign fice. 
i mich more difficult matter. 

ae old the King that I had addressed two communications to the Sinister 
for Foreign Affairs on the 25th February.  T was instructed to see His Majesty 
fersonally iu connexion with both, I reminded him of my personal eforts from 
the date of my audience with him on the 11th June last up to that of my 
Gonyersation with Sheikh Yusuf Yasin on the rd. February to get the Trans 
jordan situation placed on a satisfactory basis. T had made thow efforts with 
the knowledge of His Majesty's Government and under instructions. They ha 
failed. Tlis Majesty's Government had now stated their postion in their own 
language. The matter was no longer in my hands, but [was instructed to follow 
up the two commanieations in which T had reproduced the views of His Majesty's 
Government by seeing the King personal i 

“Tr 'The frst purpose of this 1 splat, ‘was to confirm what His Majesty's 
Government had said about Captain Glubb. presumed that His Majesty had 
seen my note, and that T need not recapitulate its contents. 1 emphasised, 
however, its importance. Most serious accusations had been made by the He} 
Government against Captain Glubb. He had been charged with circulating false 
rumours and converting camels belonging to Nejdis to his own use, which might 
mean his own uss or use in connexion with his work. ‘Those accusations did not 
impair the confidence of His Majesty's Government in Captain Glabb. Tn tl 
opinion of His Majesty's Government, the aceuantions reflected on themselves, as 
thay bd specially chown Captain Glubb for his taake ee 

5, My second purpose was even more important, His Majesty's Govern: 
ment had stated their position explicitly in the memorandum enclosed in my 
second note. The matter was therefore out of my hands. ns T had said, bat T bad 
heen instructed to supplement the memorandum and had two obwervations to add, 
(L corrected this later by saying that there was a third.) ‘They were these -— 


i the King the extreme gravity of the situation. To 
Ri Bah ete ohh thy insirootions, T was to da thia with all the force 
f which T'was eupat) 
(2) L-yan to sy that His Majesty’» Government: wished me.to obtain.» 
definite answer before the King left Jedda, and at latest bofore the 
ig of the 4th March, ir,, within four days of delivering the 
mn 
@t hd todd) ered at the risk of offending the King’s person, that it was 
‘universally: believed on the frontier that. the large-scale raids from 
Nejd into Trangjordan were carried out under his authority. 


3 rds (3), 1 suggested, with an explanation that what I was about 
sy wis YoronalSiocide ea it covered by iy isla, certain pots 
‘colour to the beliof entertained on the frontier. There had been no 


which go 
the British memorandum of last October, but in a later note the Acting 
Miter for Foreiga Attuiry had euid that raiding from ejd could not Be 


til raiding from Transjordan had entirely ceased. In mal 
ain T was bampared by my Wubility to sate TM Hoe Majesty 

ment secretly knew that Thn Saud had himself instigated the October raids, Tt 
was that within a fow days of the dolivery of the October memorandum, there 
had been two great raids into Trausjordan, of the imminence of which the 
authorities at Jauf had had previous knowledge, as was shown by a telegram 
from the Ministey for Foreign. Affairs to the Legation sent on the day on which 
the raida actually took place.. ‘This warning was too late because of the circuitous 
route hy which it was sent, Janf-Mecca-Jedda-Jerusalem-Amman, but it showed 
that the authorities of Jauf, knowing of the departure of the raiders, could the 
more easily have rounded them up on their return... The $00 camels taken in 
these raida were, until recently at any rate, known to be kept close to the frontier, 
Finally, when Thad on the 1th February written to Sheikh Yusuf Yasin about 
alleged preparations for further raiding, he had written on the day of receiving. 
tny letter to aay that the report was false. How could so swift a denial, without 
investigation, be given without suggesting that, if the report were true, the 
authorities in Mecea would have knowledge of the preparations? 


7. T said I had nothing to add except to repeat that the situation was one 
of extreme gravity. The King listened patiently and. without interruption to 
the whole of my statement.” His reply was not equally consecutive and 
necessitated discussion on points as they arose. The following account of what 
passed is based largely on notes taken by Mr. Wikeley, and gives the gist of the 
conversation; but it was so often led aside from its main source and av times 20 
‘involved that there may be errors in the arrangement of the various passages 

8. The King said that it was not for him to speak about Captain Ulubb, 
‘Thinking that he was going to pass my first note off in this way, I interpolated 
that His Majesty's Ministers had said a great deal. He said he had not hnished 
what he was abont to ay. Captain Glubb had started the matter by allegations 
that the Nejdi authorities were encouraging raids and distributing money. These 
allegations were false. The King rather qualified the express attributiod of them 
to Captain Globb by saying that they were false, whether it war Captain Glabb 
‘oF anyone else who was responsible for them, and he tried to make out that there 
was ho definite attack on Captain Glubb personally. I pointed out that 
categorical accusations had been made in two written communications and by 
Yusuf Yasin in official conversations with me. 

9. The King denied that En-Neshmi any.tonger held any olticial employ. 
ment in his service. He insisted that there were ho preparations for raiding, 
and that the new Governor of Jauf had benn ordered to do all in his power te 
stop it, He had disniased En-Neshmi some time ago because of the views held 
regarding him in Transjordan and because ho could not work ia with the 
futhorities there, As a matter of fact, Neshmi was probably more capable than 
the new Governor whom he had sent when he appointed Sheikh Abdul. Avie-bim 
Zeid to his present post 

10. His Majesty said that he looked to Hix Ma: eaty'® Goverument to deal 
equitably with both sides, If crimes were committed they should be. punished 
irrespective of ride, His Majesty's Government were much wtronger than he wan 
If they sought to rain him or, wished to humiliate him, it was not the treatment 
he expected of old friends, Transjordan and Hejaz-Nejd should. receive equal 
treatment. He held his subjects ns completely as the ring on hia fingors TT 
offenders in Transjordan were punished he was ready to mote out twice the 
PUnishment to those on his own side. 

11. ‘The King said that the suegestion that raids wero carried out under his 
authority reflected on him personally. Tt wax, he intimated, false. He was 
entitled as a King to ask for an explanation of it, and, i it could not be sub, 
stantiated, to demand satisfaction, “I anid that Thad not made an accusation 
but had told him what was believed om the frontice. T stressed the importance 
of such a belief being entertained. Ho aaid something to the effect that this was 
ot an adequate excuse. I replied that T wax making io excuse and repeated that 
Thad made no accusation, but had stated a fact ax to what war thought on the 
frontier. Tn order to emphasino the point without committing myself too f 
I attempted again to develop the considerations sated in paragraph 6 above, 
When L again mentioned Fuad Bey's note stating that raids from Nefd could not 
be condemned unless raids from Transjordan ceased, His Majesty nsked whether 
that view was right or wrong. He evidently expected me to admit ite juntioe. 1 
said Wrong!’ During this portion of the conversation the King drew somo 
sort of a parallel between the nocusations against hitsel{ ‘and those againnt 
Captain Glubb. I said that the accusations against Captain Glubh were made 
by His Majesty’s Ministers. We said that he regarded anythinye I said as even 
more official than what his own Ministers sald. T replied that, in anything [ 
did say, T certaialy spoke as the representative of my Government, but pointed 
out again that what I had said was not that the King had encou ged raiding, 
but that he was generally believed on the frontier to have dove wo, (Iwas carefa 
throughout this passoxe of arms neither to express disheliof in the King's 
complicity nor to assert Tis Majesty'e Governmetts tele we it) 

12, The King said that he could impose his authority on his tribes, and 
referred at one moment to the action be had taken agninst Feisal-od-Dawish and 
others. “He could not, however, see his subjects killed and plundered. worked 
back to the failure of his Government to answer the British memorandum of 
October. "He said that an answer had been sent raising one point on which a reph 
hnd heen awaited, I told him that T remembered the note to which he referred 
and asked him whether he, as the head of a great Government, meant to say 
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seriously that it was in any sense a reply to a considered statement of what His 
Majesty's Government bad done and what they wanted done. He admitted that 
it could not be so regarded. I said that in any case I had answered Fuad Bey’s 
interim reply to the October memorandum in my conversation with 
Sheikh Yusuf Yasin on the 3rd February. At this Yusuf Yasin showed visible 
perturbation and tried to make out that we had been talking about something 
different. I scouted this and reminded him of the heads of the conversation, as 
recorded in my despatch No. 45 of the 4th February, 1931 

13. His Majesty remarked that the questions at issne were too long to be 
threshed out in a private audience and that he was not conversant with all their 
details, If His Majesty's Government wished for an answer to the memorandum 
of the 25th February, he would instruct his Government to prepare one, but he 
had three suggestions to make. I at once said that, while I would communicate 
any suggestions, His Majesty's Government certainly required an answer to their 
memorandum Thad said that I bad instructions to obtain one by the 4th March. 
‘The King intimated, with a gesture more than by words, that there need be no 
delay and proceeded to make fie threo suggestions ax follows >— 


1) Stops should be taken to asvertain which side had started the raiding. 

{Eh ash atde shania prosiae than there weald be ao rating: Garton the 
proposed meeting, and should take stringent measures to restrain 
their tribes while it lasted, whatever the time might be—be spoke of 
a fortnight or a month. 

(8) At some stage in the mecting the loot taken by each side should be 
‘mutually restored, 


MM. L said that I did not understand tbe first suggestion and that the other 
two seemed to come within the scope of the reply to His Majesty's Government's 
rmemorandum, Raiding had gone on for years, The discussion became involved, 
ita Yasuf Yasin presently joined ina duet with the King. It emerged, however, 
(a) that they wore speaking only of the series of raids since the Ist August 
(that be chit of the King’s it waggenton was nt hat th sd ich bad 
initiated the raids after the Ist August should be held reaponsible for everything 
that followed nud should alone be called on to restore loot, but that it should be 
saddled with the guilt of treachery; and (¢) that this ahould be without prejudice 
10th mata rttation of oot a contemplated a the Kings third wgesion. 

15. This led up to the conclusion of the discussion. in the cotiree of which I 

‘He said that his 


reply were not explicit. 
Eg te seus ot ts 8 


ly, namely, that 
heen able to round 


cry 


restored, else the Howaitat could not be restrained. I asked how it was that, if 
there was any good answer about the October raids, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs had ignored the notes of the Legation regarding them; His Majesty had 
the reputation of giving personal attention to the petitions of the meanest of 
his subjects. His Government appeared to think that they. could. leave 
unanswered important communications from His Majesty's Government like the 
October memorandum and the protests regarding the October raids 
17. The King’s final points were as follows :— 


(1) He tried to preserve the best relations with His Majesty's Government 
and with British officials 

(@) He bad full authority over his subjects and was ready to inflict merited 
punishment, 

(8) He would never accept that his subjects should be treated inequitably. 


18. Thad already once or twice Lega wo bring the discussion to an end. 
‘On hearing his final points, I thanked the King for what he had said about his 
desire for good relations and asked permission not to tire him any longer. 1 
withdrew with the feeling that he was impressed by the magnitude of His 
Majesty's Government's demonstration, bt not fully conscious of its categorical 
nature. He contained himself admirably throughout the audience and never 
forgot his habitual courtesy, although at moments he spoke with emphasis and 
an appearance of strong feeling. On my side, I said all I could to impress on 
him the importance of replying definitely to Tie Majesty's Government's 
memorandum; but T was somewhat cramped in my’ style by tiot knowing what 
His Majesty's Government intended to ao, if the reply wore not satisfactory 
‘on all points 


Jedda, March 2, 1981. 





[B 1687/387, 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Hendersono(Received March 80.) 
(No. 71) 
(Tolegras hie.) 
OUR telegram No. 50, 
T sent urgent note of 28th March a# instractod. Following is the gist of 
Hojaz Goverament’s reply dated 20th March -— 


“ We agree in principle to meeting near the fronticr, but, as stated 
already, se no practical advantage in stich meeting tnless ther is agreement 
between the two Governments upon matters to be discussed, because we 
cannot on our side give Ibn Zeid instructions regarding matters in dispute 
falling within his competency before we receive final reply of British 
Government on our previous suggestions. Thn Zeid cannot at present, for 
reasons already given, discuss with Glubb any of the questions forming the 
subject of our last note. If object of meeting is that the two should reach 
an understanding on measures to be taken against evil-doers to prevent their 
evil actions, the matter is simple, as measures are known and necessary 
information can be exchanged between them by Jauf wireless even if they do 
not meet. In case British Government consider meeting essential, oven 
though its object be to arrive at agreement for interchange of information 
only, we see no objection to meeting if they inform us that they insist on their 
view. We hope it will meet with their approval that parties should initinte 
exchange of information by means of Janf wireless station from now. If 
this is approved we should be glad to know telegraphic signals tsed by 
Transjordan wireless station +o that Janf station may he notified and thus 
enabled to communicate.” 


(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 90.) 


Yedda, March 30, 1981 
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(E 1516/27/25) No. 6) 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Sedda. 
(No. 52) 
(Telegraphic,) Foreign Office, March 30, 1981 

YOUR despatch No. 41 of 2nd February: Tha Mashbut: 

I approve your Iangua, 

Since “Lupin” Conference His Majesty's Goverament have not advanced 
matters by intervening in this question, which concerns the two Kings alone. 1 
these circumstances, unless you see objection, you should reply to Hejazi note on 
following lines :— 

tion of Tha Mashbur was discussed by two Kings at “Lupin” 
fest precisely because it was special case differing from that of other 
surrendered rebels.” Two Kings agreed as to disposal of case, and any interest 
since taken by His Majesty's Government has been taken by them purely as friend 
of both parties anxious to assist establishment of good relations between them. 
Tn present. circumstances, however, His Majesty's Goverament can only 
disinterest themselves trom it and leave it to direct sottlement with King Feieal 
‘and Traqi Government 


(Repeated to Bagdad, No. 190.) 





[B 1516/723/25) No, 70. 
Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda) 


(No. 58.) : 

(Tolegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 30, 1931 
"FOUR telogram No. 57 of tho 7th March "Poclites for flights along the 

Hawa coast 

¥ approve your proposed course of action. 


Air Ministry suggest that when you broach question of landing rounds you 
should explain tat, for complete anfay, three grounds are conaidesed necemary, 
bat thot, if marked landing ground ix available on Jinnah Island for use in 
‘omergoncy, this would somewhat allay anxiety of His Majesty's Government 
pending provixion of other two. 





[B 1658/387/25) No, 71 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Hendervon.—(Receiced Mareh 31.) 
(No. 72) ; 
(Tolegraphic.) j Jedda, March 31, 1931 
immediately preceding telegram. 

Ceol boutel t>' express the opinicn, that combined eflect of Tha Sand’s 
proposals up to date will deprive meoting of any practical (group undecy her 
able} as a means of establishing the co-operation which His Majesty's Government 
desire, He is unwilling to give Thu Zeid power to take any important decisions. 
What he really contemplates is a duel ad referendum between the two backers of 
the reapective tites, preceded, if you insist, by preliminary meeting from which 
discussion of joint measures wil be excluded, 

‘Aboye appreciation is based on correspondence exchanged. I have refrained 
sinoe 2nd. Match from any personal discussions in order to emphasise the fact 
that Hejaz Government are directly up against His Majesty's Government. The 
latter ean alone judge whether it suite them to agree to meeting on Tbn Saud's 
terms, but it should be realised that it will almost certainly be nothing more than 
a fresh round in the game of evasion which he has played so successfully daring 
the last months and will merely postpone necessity for taking stronger line if you 
intond to enforce the essence of your demands of 26th February. 

(Repeated to Tranajordan, No. 91,) 


(B 1687/387/25) No. 72. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda), 
(No. 54) 
(Telegraphic,) R. Foreign Office, April 2, 1931 

XOUR telegram No. 71 of 30th March: Transjordan frontier situation, 

His Majesty's Government's proposal is that, while discussions continue 
between two Governments with a view to agreeing on details of procedure to be 
adopted by Captain Glubb and Tbn Zeid in examining claims arising from raids 
since Ist August, these two officials should meot immediately, even if only for 
Purpose of making contact and exchanging information and Views in order to 
Promote co-operation in prevention or limitation of further raiding from both 
sides. Points still under discussion with Hejazi Government will therefore ‘not 
arise in connexion with meeting and need not delay it, His Majesty's Govern- 
ment certainly insist on their view that this preliminary meeting should take 
place immediately. 

2. High Commissioner, Transjordan, is being requested to telegraph to you 
suggesting new date for meeting and giving material for reply on question of use 
of Janf wireless raised in Hejazi note of 20th March, 

3. On receipt of his views, and unless he demurs, you should addreas Hejazi 
Govorument in accordance with paragraph 1 above, proposing dato suggested by 
High Commissioner, repeating proposal that meeting should take place. et 
Ai Meisiri or other place near frontier which Hejazi Government may select, and 
emobodying High Commissioner's reply regarding wireless. 

4. You should thereafter make every eflort to secure that Hejazi Govern: 
ment accept proposal for meeting without raising further difficulties. 

<Above telegram was drafted prior to receipt of your telegram No. 72 of 
Sst March, which, however, does not modify above instractions, 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 44.) 


oa 
[B 1569/2/25) 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sit A. Ryan (dedda) 
bs 57) hia) F 
(Telegraphic. Foreign Offer, Aprit 931. 
vest telegram No, 68 of 27th March: Iraqi Prime Mintwier'y viet to 
Jedda, 


You should refrain from intervening unless requested by either side. Tn that 
Case you may use your good offices in personal capacity with a view to removal of 
differences. 

You will of course appreciate that, if intervention on your part ix to bo 
successful, it is essontial that neither Nuri nor Hojazi Government. should, 
howerer wrongly, form impression that your sympathies are engaged on one side 
‘or the other, 

As regards individual questions mentioued in your telegram, His Majesty's 
Government agree generally to lines you propose to follow except in the ense of 
(3) extradition and (8) Ibn Mashhur. Iraqi Government were only prepared to 
offer extradition concession in 1923 as a means of promoting a comprehensive 
settlement of the principal matters then in dispute between the two countries, 
Those conditions no longer obtain, and it is therefore advisable that you ehould 
avoid any language which might give the impression that you are supporting the 
Hejaz Government in holding the Iraqi Government to the concessy proposed 
in 

As regards Ibn Mashbur, please see my telegrams No, 52 of 30th March and 
No. 55. of ud April ss 

‘As regards (2), your assumption is correct. 

(Addressed to Jedda, No. 57, and Bagdad, No. 134.) 
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[B 1727 /387/25) No. 74 


Sir A. Rydn to Mr. A. Henderson—(Received April 7.) 
(No, 78) 
(Telegraphic.) BR. Jedda, April 6, 1981. 
N note of Sth April Minister for Foreign Affairs complains of following :— 


1. British aircraft. have recently violated Hejaz-Nejd territory by 
repeatedly flying over Qariyat and Wadi Sirhan and between Qariyat 
and Jauf. 

2 Transjordan caravans circulating near frontier have crossed it several 
times and moved about in Hejaz-Nejd territory, to which Hejaz-Nejd 
Government cannot consent. 


Minister for Foreign Affairs protests, and requests punishment of those 
responsible. He asks pressingly that there may be ao recurrence of snch incidents, 
which increase ‘ifficulties on frontier and foreshadow danger extent of which his 
Government cannot know. 

Note expresses belief that activities a ined of are directed tow: rds 
impairing relations at the time when Hejaz Government, in conjunction 
with His Majesty's Government, are earnestly striving to overcome frontier 
difficulties, and confidence that His Majesty's Government will rigorously prevent 
repetition of such dangerous accidents 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 04.) 


(E 1780/387/25) No. 75, 


ir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Hendersonom(Reeeived Aprit 7.) 
(No. 70) 
(Telegraphic) a. nreceding te Jedda, April 7, 1981 
immediately ing telegram, 

Reports have been loan Faboat recently to the effect that Ibn Saud has been 
strengthening forces in north. { hear also of camel corps being organised at 
Meditia and the Government workshops at Mecea being engeged in conversion of 
ordinary motor oars into extemporised armoured cars 

T cannot vouch for the Iaat two items, and reports of unusual movements 
of troops ate { omitted : too} common in this country to deserve much attention, 
Language of last notes read in conjunction with other recent communications 
suggests, however, the bare possibility that the King may be trying to work up 
justification for some kind of forward action. I think such action unlikely, but 
Posibility should be borne in mind, ax he may feo! freer after the conclusion of 

frag negotiations, and recent indications point to easier situation between him 
d Tam Yahya. If there is any foundation for reports, measures taken may be 
equally due to apprehension as to intention of His Majesty's Government. Tam 
ting by letter conversation with Yasin on Ist April when he called for the 
sole purpose of expressing Thn Saud's perturbation over recent attitude of His 
Majesty's Government as regards Transjordan and the severity of my own 
language about Eastern Telegraph Company's claim. T deprecated the iden that 
theto was any fundamental change in friendly policy hitherto, but emphaxined 
the capital importance of the frontier question. 
r to Transjordan, No. 95. 





(B 584/594/25) No. 76. 
Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedi). 


ge ak Foreign Office, April 8, 1931. 
YOU recorded in your despatch No. 186 of the 2rd July, 1830, the substance 
of conversations with the Hejazi Acting Minister for Foreign Afiairs respecting 
the possibility of the Hejar-Nejd entering the League of Nations, and this 
question has since teen examined in all its aspects, as a result of your discussions 
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with members of my department during your visit to London in October of last 
year. ‘, 

2. I recognise that from considerations of local expediency there are certain 
important arguments which might be adduced in favour of the Hejaz-Nejd 
becoming a member of the League. It could be pointed out that, membership of 
the League might conceivably lead the Hejazi Government to adopt a policy of 
co-operation with other countries in regard to various matters of intervational 
concer; and that the participation of the Hejaz and Nejd in the normal 
activities of the League would be of special value in connexion with such matters 
as the development of international communications (more particularly by ait) 
and of international health control, although it may be doubted whether British 
interests would be best served by laying stress on the international aspect of the 
Arabian air route and of the sanitary control of the Mecca Pilgrimage, An 
argument of greater weight is perhaps to be found in the possible effect of the 
admission of Thm Saud’s territories to the League on the relations between the 
Hejaz-Nejd and Iraq. Since Iraq appears likely to become a member of the 
League in 1982, it would mo doubt be to the good that the Hejaz-Nejd should 
thenceforward be ona similar international footing, and the fact that both 
countries had undertaken the common obligations incumbent upon members of 
the League might conceivably facilitate the settlement af posible future disputes 
between them 

4S. From the paint of view of the League of Nations iteelf, on the other hand, 
it is not clear that that body would necesarily be strengthened by the admission 
to membership of a country where conditions are so primitive as to make it 
dificult, if not imposible, for it to participate at present in yeneral measures for 

arthering the catise of civilisation, ‘The activities of the League in such foldn 
‘4s the suppression of slavery are already somewhat weakened by the presence in 
the Loague of certain countries in which slavery exists, such ax Abyssinia, whose 
influence is occasionally exercieed against progressive measures. For this reason, 
an application for membership of the League by the Hejaz-Nejd tnight not be 
welcomed by all members of the League. 

4. The position in regard to slavery in the Hejas and Nejd might, in fat, 
give rise to serious difficulty if an application on the part of Tha Saud to be 
Audmitted to membership, werp to come before the League. ‘The existence of 
domestic slavery in the Hejaz-Nejd, the apparent absence of any intention on the 
part of the Government to suppress it, and the diffcalties Ring Thn Saud ix 
understood to be raising to the inclusion of anti-slavery provisions in th treaties 
wader negotiation with Ttaly and France might perhaps be regarded ax evidence 
that the Hlajax-Nojd ie uo at present in a position to undertake the obligations 
devolving from article 23 of the Covenant, even though similar difficultion may 
have been surmounted or ignored in certain other cases. — If His Majesty's 
Government were too active to encourage King Ibn Saud to seek admiesion to the 
‘League, they might thos find themselves in an invidious position, if ach dificlties 
were raised at Geneva, and the King might hold them responsible for any rebufl 
hich he might eventually encounter as consequence of compliance with theit 

vice, 

5. Further, the League of Nations, im considering an application for 
membership, requires to be satisfied that the applicant State established 
frontiers. in view of the fact that Asir is now considered by King Ibn Band 
328 part of bis dominions dificalty might arise from the undefined nature ofthe 
frontier betweon Axir and the Yemen. It is possible, too, that the question of the 


Eats tntwena the Hejaz and, Tranjordan, which eniy provisionally disposed 


of by the exchange of notes on this subject attached to the Treaty of Jedda, might 
arise in this connexion, There would be some inconvenience in the disctission of 
fither of these questions at Geneva at the present time 
now turn to the legal aspect of the question, on which 1 undorstand 

that the Hejazi Government have invited th views of His Majesty's 
Government. The main. point to, be considered in this connexion is the fact 
that the Hejaz is already included in the annex of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations as one of the "original members of the League of Nations signatories of 
the Treaty of Peace” and therefore comes within the words of article 1 of the 
Covenant :— 

“<The original members of the League of Natione shall be those of the 

signatories which are named in the abnex to this Covenant.’ 
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7. Ivisclear, however, that the mere inclusion of the name of a State in the 
annex does not, by itself, make that State a member of the League, because there 
must be, on the part of the State, some act undertaking the obligations of the 
Covenant, and, in the case of those States enumerated in the first part of the 
annex, this act is the ratification of the ‘Treaty of Versailles, which contains the 
Covenant. ‘The question is therefore, in the first place, whether the Hejaz could 
now, by ratifying the Treaty of Versailles, ipso facto become a member of the 
League, ‘The answer depends: upon the effect of the events which have taken 
place since the signature of the Treaty of Versailles by plenipotentiaries of 
ex-King Liussein, and the question appears really to turn on the point whether 
the Hojaz still exists to-day as the same international mnit which it was in 1919. 
It is clear that the mere fact that the former reigning dynasty has been deposed 
and replaced by another does not, in itself, affect the continuance of the Hejaz as 
the same international unit, any more than in other cases a revolutionary change 
of régime in a State involves the extinction of the former State and the creation 
of a new one. Tn the present case, however, something more has occurred. ‘The 

resent ruler of the Hejaz is also ruler of Nejd, and was ruler of Nejd before he 
became ruler of the Hejaz, and the question of the precise character of the union 
Of tho two States under his rule is therefore of decisive importance. 

& You will have observed that, in a reply to a question in the House of 
Commons on the Sa April, 1930, of which n copy was forwarded to yu under 
cover of my despately No: 163 of the Sth April, 1080, 1 stated that the Kingdoms 
of the Hejaz and of Nojd are recognised by His Majesty's Government as eoparate 
sovereign Statox woder one ruler, King Abd-el-Aziz-bin-Saud. The form of thi 
reply might suggest, though it does not necessarily imply, that His Majesty's 
Government regard the Hejax and Nejd as being two entirely separate States in 
international law, united only in a personal union by reason of the fact that they 
have a common King. If this were the case—that is to uy, if the Hojaz and 
Nejd formed only what is known ax a" personal union "then it might be true 
to say that the Stejaz continues as the same international unit, and could now 


ratify the Treaty of Versailles and claim to become a member of the League of 
ations ty that means. ing tn Sand tight in this way not only make the 


Hojax n.soparate member of the League of Nations, but could also apply Inter for 
woparate membership in reapect of Nejd. — Varions inconveniences would 

however, are. y ratifying the Treaty of Vera, King Tin Saud would 
become a party to the treaty for all purposes, a result which might even produce 
complications in contexion, for instance, with such subjects ae that of German 
reparations. Moreover, it might be asked by other parties to the Treaty of 
Versailles whether the deposit of a ratification of the treaty more than ten 

after it had come into force was now permissible, at any rate without the consent 
of the othe contracting Powers, 

& Althongh it might be possible, in sdk of the foregoing view, to 
adduco the declaration made by King Tha Sand hirusalf at the tine of his election 
sas King af the Hojaz that the administration of the Hejae would be kept separate 
from that of Nejd (see Mr. Jordan's telegram No. 6 of the 11th January, 1928), 
this view doos not mppear to His Majesty's Government to be the correct legal 
interpretation of the situation. While it both theoretically and practically 

ible for two countries which have democratic parliamentary institutions, an 
In which the King is a constitutional monarch, to keep their separate 
international status in spite of having a common King, and to contend that they 
romain in. international law two entirely keparate units, ne in the case of the 
former union of Engiand and Hanover, it seems difficult to contend that this ean 
bo the case where the common King is not a constitutional monarch, but virtually 
—as is King Ihn Sand—an autovrat, who is himeelf the Government of the 
country, In these circumstances a common King involves also virtually a common 
Government even if, for pur) of administration, &c., the two countries are 
opt more or less distinct relationship of the Hejaz and Nejd under the 
present régime appears to be much more in the nature of a ** real union,""such as 
that of the former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, than in thenatureofa 
uunion."* ‘This impression is confirmed by the manner in which the foreigh affairs 
of the two countries sre conducted. ‘They have only one Foreign Office and one 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the recent treaties of King fbn Saud are not 
‘signed by him in duplicate, one as King of the Hejaz and another as King of 
Nejd, but are signed by him as King of the Hejaz and Nejd. 
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10, In the circumstances the exact relationship between the two countries 
may fairly be said to be known only to Thn Saud himself, For the reasons given 
above, however, His Majesty's Government consider that, for the present purpose, 
the Hejaz and Nejd should be regarded as a single Siate. It follows that in 
international law both the Hejaz and Nejd have disappeared as separate 
international units, and a new unit, consisting of the union, has taken their place. 
If this is so, then it would be no longer possible for the Hejaz to ratify the ‘Treaty 
of Versailles, because the former State af the Hejaz has really ceased to exist am 
it would be impossible for the Hejaz separately to become a member of the League 
of Nations, because it docs not exist as a separate State. The only way, then, 
in which the Hejaz and Nejd could obtain membership of the League of Nations 
would be to apply for it and be elected under the second paragraph of article 1 
of the Covenant, and the now member would be the joint Kingdom of the Hejaz 
and Nejd. 

11. T would point out, in order to avoid misunderstanding, that the creation 
of a now State out of two formerly separate States united in a real union does not, 
under the principles of State succession, involve the extinction of all the 
international obligations of the two component States. The foregoing view of 
the present stator of the Kingdom of the Hejaz and Nejd does not therefore 
imply that King Tbn Saud is entitled to ignore the obligations previously 
contracted by the Hejaz and Nojd when they were separate international units, 

12. Shoald the Hejazi authorities again approach you in regard to the 

qwestion of the admission of the Hejaz and Nojd to mesnbership of the League of 
Nations, you may explain to them the fogul situation, ‘an described a 

agraplis 0 and 10 of this despatch, and may discus the question general 
Irth them in the light of the canslderations sot forth above." bens 
13. All these considerations are, however, subordinate to the general 
rinciple that His Majosty’s Government desire to so membership of the 
League of Nations ax nearly universal ax possible. ‘They cannot, consistently 
with this principle, do anything to dissuade a State which ie now outside the 
League but wishes to come in from applying for membership, If, therefore, the 
Hojazi Government express such a wish, you xhould aay that His Majesty's 
Governinent welcome their decision and Will support thoir candidature nt 

Geneva, 
Tam, &o, 
ARTHUR HENDERSON. 





[B 1790/1600/25) 


y ir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henerson—(Received Aprit ®) 
(No, %) 
Sir, Jedda, March 14, 1981 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith ai appreciation of conditions in 
the Hejaz by Haji Abdul Majid, tho Malay Pilgrimage Officer attached to thix 
Legation. This papor, written by an educated Moslem, who is senior manor 
of the Malay civil service, and whose work here and during occasional visits to 
Mecea, gives him special opportanitics of observing the reactions in the Hejar 
of a conquering but somewhat decadent Wahabliai, has considerable value, 

2 agree geverally with Haji Abdul Majid's viows, although 1. doubt 
personally whether Tbn Saud has yot roached the point at which he would for x 
Monetary’ cousideratiog' encourage any scheme for rebuilding. shrines already 
destroyed. There is no doubt, however, that growing financial stringency, wit 
its hampering effect on the King's convenience and ambitions, isn cardinal 
Teature of the situation, 

3. T have dealt separately with two matters to which reference is made in 

ing in the enclosed paper, namely, the significance of the recant revival of 

jd dancing and the dificuities with which the Government have had to cope 
daring the past few weeks owing ta the exchange crisis, 

4. I am distributing copies of this despatch aid enclosure to the Govern: 
ment of India in the Foreign and Political Department, his Exeullency the 

121) ° 
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Governor of the Straits Settlements, His Majesty's High Commissioners at 
dad, Jerusalem and Cairo, the Honourable the Political Resident at Bushire, 
and His Majesty's Political Resident at Aden 
Thave, &. 


ANDREW RYAN. 


Enolosure in No. 77. 
Present Conditions in the Hejas. 


THE Wahabi régime in the Hejuz is, to the outside observer, synonymous 
vith Watubt fanatiiam for an Islamic reainance to equal if not to sagpass 
Talamic glory of the days of the famous four Calipbs, aud Abdul Aziz-bin-Saud, 
the Wahabi King, is hailed as the greatest Arab hero of modern times. It will 
‘be misleading not to admit that out of chaos and turbulence, which was the order 
of the day in the Hejaz during both the Hashimite rnle and that of the Turks, 
Arab unity toa considerable extout in the central block of the peninsula 
‘tretching trom the Ked Soa to the Persian Gulf has been accomplished and peace 
and security to life and property, particularly in the zones traversed and 
frequented by pilgrims from overséis, have been effected for which the Moslem 
world a bonrtily grateful. The wonderfsl traneformation ie my conmpictous that 
all Moslem hearts beat with pride for it, and adopting Wababi doctrines which 
primarily aim at removing superstitions and a reversion to the simple ways of 
the Prophet, they expect to see advancement and progress in their own well: 
boing. vot ooly morally and spiritually, but also politically. It should be recalled 
Uhat, in tho first Moslem Congress convened by Ibn Saud in 1926, many of the 
‘Moslem representatives, encouraged by the public declaration of ‘the erstwhile 
Moslem hero on his entry to and occupation of Mocea that be was there Uo serve 
Islam and the Moslems, conjured up visions of a united Moslem Exapire 
Lhoughout the world with » Moslem republic in the Hejaz as ite nucleus | And, 
indeed, the apeoches made at the said congress savoured much of the idea of 
forming the republic. The failure by non-attendance of the Moslem Congress in 
the following Yeur was undoubtedly due to the aversion to noch ant idea by Ton 
Saud, who by’ this time had made it evident, directly and indirectly, of hix 
determination to rule the Hejaz by himself and for himself, And it so happened 
That the yoar 1987 naw the record number of pilgrims visiting the Hejaz, s0 that 
the rovord amount of revenue accruing therefrom proved too much for the simple 
living Hedouin, conqueror not to be wmewhat detoralised in hi wordy tastes 
and outlook. The Mehmal incident in the same year, however, thanks to the 
stubbornness of the Egyptian Government over a principle which they deemed it 
predest to inaiat upon, ended happily for the King without giving grounds to 
his fanatic followers Lo suspect of his motives other than that, according to his 


avowed, inteotion, of “wiping out superstitions beliefs aud practices in, the 


Hojaz.” Nevertheless, modern means of communication, such as the automobile, 
the talephone and the radiograph, appealed to him as military measures for 
xtrengthening his position, and these he soon introduced ta the countey withoat 
taking into consideration the fact that his own people were so backward and far 
from ready to make use of, much less to appreciate, them. The revolt of almost 
all his staunch supporters, namely, Feisal-ad-Dawish, AMimbajad, Ton Fadhil 
and Ibn Thanian, signifies not only the unfulflment of secret treaties or personal 
understanding between them, hut also a divergence af policy to be pursued in 
future by the King. Hitherto he planned all his movements and his campaigns 
with his supporters for the spread of Wahabiism, but now he discusses offensive 
and defensive measures with his councillors for the safety and expansion of his 
Empire, That the latter policy is becoming more and more expensive to be 
effective in the way satisfactory to him is evident from the fact that pilgrim 
taxation (which, by the way, is in the Hejaz by far the main source of revenne) 
has to be inareased year by year, so much s0 that the Moslem world already begins 
to wonder where such increases will stop. Perhaps the weakest. point in his 
Government, that. is severely criticised behind the scenes by those who are 
directly effected, is that no provision whatsrever seems to have been made "for 
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rainy days,” so that during a Jean season, such as is being experienced now, the 
wealthy inhabitants are called upon to replenish his exchequer by loans which 
are as uncertain of being repaid as the East is always uncertain of the morrow 
It is said that the old Kaimakun (Governor) of Jedda, Haji Abdullah Ridha, 
left the country ostensibly to recruit his health, but in reality to avoid repeated 
demands from the King for monetary loans. So absorbed is Tbn Sand now in 
his empire-bailding schemes that the hitherto very stringent laws abont smoking 
in the streets of Mecca and other similar fanatic measures have been relaxed, 
and so cagrossed is he in securing money almost by fair means or foul in order 
to advance those schemes that it is said, if some wealthy Moslem submit it, to 
him that if he is allowed to rebuild those places of reverence that the Wahabis 
destroyed in the holy cities of Mecca and Medina in 1924-25, he will pay the 
King ‘a handsome sum of money, Tbn Saud will have to think twice before he 
rejects such a proposition. In ary event, the change inthe policy ofthe King is 
noticeable even to the man in the street, who, groaning under the effects of the 
prevailing trade depression, grumbles at the extra burden put upon him by 
increased taxes, Reports of careless management of the King’s Motor Tranxport 
Departinent, said to be the highest item in the expenditure of the Government, 
‘only help to add further dissatisfaction in the public mind, Goverament officials, 
except the few who are immediately about the person of the King, bagin to lose 
faith when their salaries, besides being several months overdue, are reduced 
Wild rumours are 


‘currency, th 


the best 


rts of Mecca, believed to be the hardest of Arab hearts 
even from the days of the Prophet, as easily as he did conquer the city. seven 
ears ago. His two eldest eons, however (more particularly i tha cuse of Emir 
‘eisal than in that of his elder brother, Emir Sand), have already earnod the 
reputation of being the friends of the immoral section of Mocon, and clea- 
minded or level-headed men wonder, unless they change their conduct, if they 
can be strong enough to rale the country between thom and keep the turbulent 
spirit of the Meccans as well ax that of the untutored Bedouins in subjugation 
when the time comes for them to take over the reins of government. {t would 
not be quite nnjust, under the circumstances, to conclude that Tbn Saud is now 
no more a Wahabi, in the sonse of being a Moslem puritan, than the average 
follower of the Prophet in any of the four orthodox sccts, Wahabiistn being to 
him, as it was to his ancestor who first espoused the Cause, a meana whereby to 
achieve an end, Nevertheless, it eannot be denied that Ibn Saud, by his conquest 
of the Hejaz, was greatly responsible for bringing the movement into the lime- 
light of the Moslem world, and for its ultimate accoptance Wababiism must 
depend on the merits of its own doctrines. And the Hejaz, or rather Mecca, its 
Principal Holy city. though it ean never be moved into fanaticiom as was Noj 
will always remain as the principal seat of Wahabi education and influence #0 
long as Ihn Saud or his line of descendants is on the throne, and this, if for no 
other reason, but to save his repucation as the Wahabi King. 


HAJI ABDUL MAJID, 
March 4, 1981. 


(mist) 
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1B 1856/2/25) No. 78. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson—(Received Aprit 9.) 
(No. 81) 
(Pelegraphic.) Jedda, A prit 9, 1931 
MY telegram No. 80. 
Negotiations took place in Mecca. Settlement on all important points was 
completed yesterday afternoon. There was no need for my intervention. 
Following is summary of what Nuri Pasha told me spontaneously after dining 
at the Legation last evening 
1. Desert Posts Arrangements made of board “* Lupin " seem to have been 
renewed 
2“ Hon-Voisin 


Agreement anid uttached protocol were signed on 


Sth April after much discussion of details; mainly drafting points 


T gather: 

3. Betradition—Text of treaty and accompanying letter to be written by 

Nuri were agreed, He cays lattr will not go to Parliament and that 

combined texts have given Ibn Saud great satisfaction. Minister for 
oreign Affairs signed yesterday, Nuri to-day 

4. Ibn Mashhur Pusha claims to have satisfied tho King, Nuri did not 

vention to me remaininy ted in my telegram No, 68, 

He said the King had raised other questions about wells, Wakfs, &:, 

ut had been induced ro postpone them, Pasha added this morning 

that be had conceded some points regarding Wakfa. 1 am 

telezraphing woparately about matters not directly connected with 


main negotiations, 
T havo not heard Hojaz Government's version, but Yusuf Yasin who also 


came to dinner was full of joy. 
(Repeated to Bagdad, No. 07.) 





(1B 1859/887/25] No. 79. 


High Commissioner for Tranxjordan to the Seoretary of State for the 
Bee Tiaaaies _{Reeteed tn Foreign Ofer, Apri 10) 
CFetaged hi April 8, 1981 
(Polographic. April 8, 
"FOLLOWING addressed to Jedda, No. 30 

“Reference Secretary of State's telegram No. 43, repeated to you 
No, 56. [concur in proposed reply contained in Foreign Ofte telegram 
No, 54 to you. 

“'T suggest 20th April as date of meeting. 

* Direct communication by witeless between Glubb and Jauf would be 
advantageous and should be instituted without delay. Wireless call sign of 
Glubb is ZEB, wave-length 1,250 metres. Please inform me of call sign and 
wave-length of Jauf wireless’ I shall be grateful if you will make it clear to 
Hejaz Government that ase of wireless is intended to expedite and facilitate 
exchange of communications between Glubb and Ibn Zeid, and not to super- 
sede personal mesting which L regan as absolutely eseitial, As reparde 
paragraph 7 of Sectetary of State's telegram No. 45 of 7th March, 
inform Hejaz Government that Transjordan authorities have at all times 
done their utmost to prevent raiding by Transjordan tribes, and will inflict 
exemplary punishment on any Transjordan trikesmen who raid during 
meeting of Glubb and Thn Zeid."” 
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[B 1882/387/25) No. 80. 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—{Received April W,) 


(Nos. 87 and 88) 
(Teleégraphic.) dedda, April 10, 1981 
xo. Sit) TRANSIORDAN telegram No, 30 to me, repeated to Colonial Ofc, 
No. 32 

T have communicated note to Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day embodying 
paragraph 1 of your telegram No. 54 and contents of telegram under referanra as 
far as “essential.” I had already reproduced paragraph 7 of your telegram 
No. 45 in memorandum sent to Minister for Foreign Affairs ou 10th March. 
(End of R) 


In that paragraph yon proposed simultaneous public announcements, 
Neither assurance given in Hejaz Government's reply of 12th March nor 
that. proposed in last sentence of telegram under reference (which in form is 
wceakar than that given by Tbn Sand) corresponds with your demand.” I doube 
expediency of such statement at present stage, especially as you are still 
considering Hejaz memorandom of 12th March as a whole, If, however, you 
think it should be made, I can embody it in supplementary communication. 
(Repeated to Transjordan, Nox. 107 and 104) 





[B 1967/387/25} No, 81 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A, Menderoon—(Received April \A.) 
(No, 94) 
(Telegraphic.) BR. Jedda, Aprit 14, 1931. 
MY telogram No. 87 
Following is gist of Minister for Foreign Affairs’ roply of 18th April :— 


“We have no objection to the meeting, though it be only for exchange 
of information, seeing that Hix Majesty's Government insist. As, however, 
atmospheric conditions have made it impossible to communicate betwoet 
Mecea and Jauf, we will inform Ibn Zeid by mail car and will take the first 
‘opportunity of communicating with Jauf to telograph instructions to him 
to telegraph to Glubb with a view to agreement as to time and place of 
meeting 
“We have informed Telegraph Administration of sign indicated by 
Ze2,,_Thay hoe i will be powsible 19 redace Trangjondan wave-length to 

ween G00 and £00 metres. Jauf call sign is "HRS"; wave-length 
600 metres. 

“Twill convey any further information about Thn Zeid’s movementa at 

first opportunity.”" 


T had only time for hurried glance at above note before previously. arran 
interview with Yussuf Yasin this morning. He said the latest nows of Tbn Zeit 
was that be had gone to Qariat, but that his further plans were uncertain, I 
‘urged the importance of early meeting in view of recent incidents and offered to 
send any message to Qariat which might help. I expressed disappointment at 
the insistence on preliminary meeting being only for exchange of information, 
His Majesty's Government had contemplated discussion of joint measures as well, 
Hejaz Government had replied that measures wore "known." Each side might 
know its own measures, bat what His Majesty's Government wanted was 
collaboration. T urged greater elasticity in instructions to Tbn Zeid 

Yussuf Yasin promised to consult the King regarding the offer of axsistance 
in communication and to have Tn Zeld's instructions worded with suitable 

latitude. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 112.) 


[erst] 
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[1B 1942/387/25] No. 82. 


Mr. A, Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedia) 

(No. 65.) 
(Telezraphic) R Foreign Office, Aprit 15, 1931 

MY ‘telegram No, 90 of 27th March: Raiding situation on Transjordan- 
Hojaz-Nejd frontier. 

Following are views of His Majesty's Government regarding reply to be 
Feturned to remaining points in Hejazi Government's memorandum of 
12th March :— 


2 As regards prevention of raiding for the future, you should point out 
that the Hejazi Government have failed to return adequate reply to proposal 
Paragraph 7 of my telegram No, 45 of 7th March. They merely repeat their 
original statement that they are prepared definitely to prevent raids by their 
subjects during meeting, and when meeting is announeed, ‘This isnot what His 
Majesty's Government had in mind. They count upon both Hejazi.and ‘Trans 
jordan Governments to do their utmost at all times, and not only daring meetin, 
to prevent their subjects from raiding. Tt is with this end in view, and in ord 
to dispose once and for all of the rumours current on the frontier that Hejazi 
Government countenance or have countenanced raids on Transjordan tribes, that 
His Majesty's Government have proposed public announcement by both sides 
sategorically forbidding and disavowing all forms of raiding by their tribesmen 
atall times, and intimating that offenders will receive exemplary punishment. 

3. As regards other equally important aspect of the question, i.e, that of 
immediate restoration of loot, T observe from enclosure in your despatch No. 00 
of the 10th March that an important passage appears to have been omitted from 
your memorandum of the 10th March to the Hejazi Government, Section 4 (e) 
of my telogram No, 45 proposed that representatives should be empowered 
Personally to supervise the arrangements for the immediate restoration of loot ob 
either side. ply to Hejazi Government's memorandum must take this into 
‘account 

4. You should explain to Hejazi Government, with reference to points (a) to 
(©) in parageaph 3 of your telegram No, 61 of the 14th March, that His Majesty's 
Government have already (albeit reluctantly) agreed to decisions reached by 
representatives being ad referendum, cn condition that the necessary sanction 
shall be given without undue delay, and that they do. not consider it desirable 
that matters should any longer be postponed by discussion on points af procedure 
and details of minor importance. The main thing is that the representatives 
‘should bo enabled to start practical work and should be empowered Bersonaly to 
supervise arrangements for immediate mutual restoration of loot without further 

lay. 

5. His Majesty's Government agree that representatives should, in the first 
instance, take with them all available information regarding raids, but. they must 
obviously be free to supplement such information from local sourves. They will 
as far as possible, reach their decisions without summoning tribal sbeikhs At 
the same time, presence of certain representative sheiklis tnay clearly be necessary 
in order to establish tho facts. Tt would be useless to expect the Governments 
concerned to investigate the truth of conflicting statements regarding what has 
actually occurred. The facts can only be determined on the spot. His Majesty's 
Government accordingly feel that, in cases where the two representatives cannot 

Tee as to the facts, it is essential that they shall he empowered to summon those 

ikhs whose attendance may be considered necessary in order to assist them in 
their task, His Majesty's Government appreciate danger of quarrels arising 
between the sheikhs at isolated meeting-place on the frontier, but consider that 
his could be much reduced if guarantees of good behaviour are taken in advance 
by two Governments from sheikhs concerned, and if two representatives take 
reasonable precautions 

8. As regards scope of the representatives’ discussions, His Majesty's 
Government are of opinion that they should deal with any raids which, owing to 
the date on which they occurred, fall outside the scope of the MacDonnell enquiry 

7. As regards the surrender of raiding criminals, you should explain that 
this is a question which does not affect the immediate issue, settlement of which 


87 
it should not be allowed to delay, but that His Majesty's Government hope to be 
able to deal with it in a separate communication in the near future. 


8. Please address Hejazi Government accordingly. 
(Addressed to Jedda, No. 65. Repeated to Transjordan, No. 48.) 





(B 1942/387/25) No. 88. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Sedda). 
(No. 66), 
(Telggraphic.) Foreign Office, April 15, 1981 

MY immediately preceding telegram : Raiding situation on Transjordan— 
Hejaz-Nejd frontier 

1. Announcement regarding Cessation of Raiding —1 approve your 
ecision reported in last paragraph of your telogram No. 88 of 10tht April ndt to 
make communication to Hejasi Goversiment proposed by Tigh Commissioner for 
Transjordan, to whom position is being explained. His Majesty's Government 
have already undertaken that Transjordan authorities shall issue ansiouncement 
‘as soon as Hejazi Government have done so (see my telegram No. 48 of 7th March, 
Paragraph 7) 

2. “Evidence of Sheikhs—1t eoems preferable to omit from proposed reply 
to Hejazi Government any indication ‘that sheikh summoned by the two 
representatives will be called upon to give evidence on oath, 

3. Date of Raids to be Considered.—Formula proposed is designed to 
exclude alleged Tranxjordan raid of 2th July (see your tolegram No, 58 of 
4th March, paragraphs 3 and 6); you will realise that Ist August is in fact the 
agreed date, to which His Majesty's Government must hold the Hejazi Govern. 
ment, if and when it becomes necessnry to name an actual date, But present 
formila is perhaps less likely to give rise to argument, which would again delay 
meeting. 

(Addressed to Jedda, No. 66. Repeated to Transjordan, No. 49.) 





(B 1997/387/25) No, 84 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderton—(Reoeived A prit 10) 
(Nos. 95 and 96) 


(Telegraphic) Jedda, Aprit 16, 1981 
‘OUR telegrams Nos. 65 and 66. 


1 am preparing statement, using memorandum form for sake of continuity 


and greater impressiveness, 1 shou! 
1 presue you stil contemplate mparate preliminary meeting. If so, think 
I should state this categorically. Paragraph 7 of your telegram No. 45 suggested 
Public anooancement as means of giving elect to propesl made by the King with 
express reference to prevention of raids during meeting, Ww sides have 
to be peculiarly scandalous. I eannot trace any other "original statement.” 
May I alter language slightly to cover these points, without, however, omitting 

‘words "at all times”? 
(2), oe telegram No, 45,28 retired here omitted portion from “(eto 
side inclusive. I have traced them in sections and will now incorporate 

them (End of R.) 


(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 114) 


Tike to be clear as to following :— 
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(B 1997/387/25) No. 85. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda). 

(No. 70.) 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, Arid 17, 1981 

YOUR telegram No. 99 of 16th April= Raiding situation on Transjordan— 
Hejaz-Nejd frontier. 

You may make slight alterations on the lines you propose 7 

Your assumption regarding separate character of preliminary meeting is 
correct, 

(Addressed to Jedda, No. 70. Repeated to Transjordan, No. 51.) 





[1B 2016/387 /25) No. 86. 


Str A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderton—(Roceiced A prit 18.) 
No, 98,) 
(Polegeaphic,) R. Fedde, Aprit 18,198 

“FOUR tologram No. 70. re 

Thave to-day sent memorandum, which with necessary alterations reproduces 
your telegram No, 65, except ns follows :— 

Paragraph 1 introduces statement of view of His Majesty's Government, but 
says that it does not aflect arrangements for preliminary meeting, to holding of 
‘hich ns soon as possible Hix Majesty's Government attach importance, 

Paragraph 2. Words repeat their original statement * are replaced by 

tot have inserted after’ have proposed" “and. that meeting should be 
procoded by."” T have omitted " at all times” later in thix sentence, and added 
fhaw sentence “they consider this prohibition and disavowal abould extend to all 
aide at all times.” 4 

Paragraph 3 mentions omission from your memorandusn of 10th March 
owing to telegraphic error of one phrase Teproduces correct text of 

raph 4 of your telegram No. 45 from "(2)" to the end. 
‘aragrapha 4 to 7 of memorandum correspond without material alteration 
to similarly numbored paragraphs of your telegram under refereace, 


(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 116.) 


(1B 2064/2064 /25) No. #7, 
A. Ryan to Mr. A. Hewtervon—(Received April 2.) 
Yedda, March 23, 1981 


‘you are aware, the curroncy system of this country rests on a double 
English gold sovercign and tho silver riyal, the equivalence of which 
ig logally fixed at 10 rivals to the € sterling. There in a large Aoating spy 
fof gold and the face valuo of riyals in circulation is estimated at from £1504 
to £180,000." ‘The value of silver in the riyal is sald to be aboat -/10 at present 
prices. Tt is reckoned for accountancy purposes into 11 piastres miri, whieh do 
hot exist as actual currency, the base metal coinage consisting of nickel piastres, 
which are theoretically worth 22 to the riyal or 290 to the £ sterling, but are 
always somewhat depreciated in the market, The currency thus consists of gold 
pounds, silver riyals and fractions thereof and the nickel piastre and its fractions, 
‘one of which, the quarter-piastre, is known as balala. I should explain that the 
tse of this currency is general i, the Hajax proper and that the cireulation of 
Maria Theres doflars ts negligible, although they remain, T understand, the 


principal currency elsewhere in Ibn Savd's dominions, including Asir. 
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3. Some weeks ago the riyal broke away from the sovereign and went down 
The Govern- 


iting the exportation of gold. ‘Uovernment expressed 

Ives to accept riyals for all purposes at 10 to the £ sterling, and 
enjoined this on everyone else, ‘They secured the support of the Nederlandische 
Handel Maatschappij (Netherlands ‘Trading Society), which undertook to take 
rials atthe offical rate, plus a small supplement in payment for drafts. The 
only other banking firm in Jedda, Mesors Gellatly, Hankey and Co, (Sudan) 
(Limited), took up a more conservative attitude and declined to commit themselves, 
although they aro in fact dealing at the official rato up to a, limit, 

5. Lenclose a translation of a communiqué issued in the '* Umm-al-Qura” of 
the 6th March.(’) ‘The same number of the paper had a leading article attributing 
the crisis to the fraudulent mancavres of speculators, denying that there has 
beon any real crikis at all and describing the action of the Government, 

6. ‘Tho measures taken have produced stability for the time boing, the riyal 
bein ‘at. 10 to export-probibited gold. "The effect hax becn not. to 
rehabilitate the riyal so much as to bring gold down to ita level. In view of the 
poor pilgrimage prospects, it ix difficalt to me what the outcome will be in a 
country with no export trade and little ompacity in the highost places for any 
form of earning other than that of postponing, where powible, tho payment of 
debts Tt is to be supposed that the level of prices will rive, The action of the 
Dutch Bank has been of material assistance to the Government, but it iv not clear 
fon what, basis that action rests When he embarked on’ it, the 
‘Mr. Jacobs, appeared to be confident and to think that the Hojaz was good for any 
amount up to the total value of riyals in circulation. He professed to rely on 
the honour of the Government and thus found common ground with Mr. Philby, 
who in one conversation suggested that anyone who did not share this simp! 
faith might as well give up trying to do busines bere 

7. sacobs seems to bo a prtty astute financier and had no deubt rome 
more solid basis to work on. On the face of it his bank make six halalas por £ 
or about 14d. at par on every draft they vail. and they also charge comuniaion 
of 1 per cent, As they are in offect londing gold or its equivalent abroad on 
the security of riyals, the:value to them of these two profits would appear to 
depend not only on the eventual solvency of the Government, but on the length 
of time for which they have to carry any riyals not required for current business, 
‘They doabtless have some redemption arrangement, bat I have been unable 
ascertain its exact nature. It is within my knowledge that on the 3rd March 
the Minister of Finance produced a certain quantity of gold for this purpove. 
My latest information at the time of writing is that Mr. Jacobs is not aa well 
satisfied as he was three weeks ago. He told a member of my stall on the 
‘22nd March that he would get out of the arrangement if he could. 

‘8 I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 
T have, do. 
ANDREW RYAN. 
(0) Net printed, 
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(1B 2200/387/25) No. 88. 


Secretary of State for the Colonies to the High Commissioner for Transjordan. 
(Receined in Foreign Office, April 2 


jejdi raiding 
and of Transjordan 
It is not intended to raise 


tocarry out, I should prefer to amplify the formula, and 1 suggest the following 
form of words -— 


Hejazi or Nejdi nationals who have taken part in raids in Trans- 
jordan territory and have returned to the Hejaz-Nejd, and who attempt to 
penalties impoved on them for raiding by fleeing into Transjordan, 
ansible, be prevented, upon the receipt of notification from the 
of the Hejax-Nejd, from crossing the frontier into Transjordan 
nsjordan the’T'ransjordan authorities will, on receiving the 
formation from the Hejaz-Nojd_ authorities, use their best 
endeavoitrs to prevent them from remaining in Transjordan, and, if possible, 
to expel them into the Hejaz-Nejd 
“This undertaking i given on the understanding that the authorities 
of the Hojar-Nojd wil dal in the name manner with Tranejordan raiding 
criminals in similar circumstances. This undertaking may be termina 
cither by the HejazNejd Government or by the Transjardan Government on 
two months’ notice, and shall thereafter apply only to thone raiding criminals 
who have cromed the frontier before its termination 


Tk might be dificult at present to negotiate a formal extradition agreement 
with Thn Saud, and T should prefer that we should content ourselves for the 
moment with some formula which could be agreed upon in much shorter time 
than would be required for negotiation of formal agreement. 

Please let me know as soon as possible whether you agree to this procedure 
and to the form of words now suggested. If 0, His Majesty's Minister at Jedda 
will be instructed to submit this formula to the Hlejazi Government and to enquire 
whether they will be prepared to give a similar undertaking, which, if agreed 
‘upon, might ba embodied in an exchange of notes 

(Repeated to Jedda, No, 74.) 


[B 2180/387/25) No. 89, 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Reevived April %.) 

109. 

(Telographic.) R. Jedda, April 26, 1981 
‘OLONIAL Otlice telegram No. 74 to ‘Transjordan. 

T suggest phrase in formula beginning " upon receipt should read : “ upon 
direct notification of names and other available particulars by Hejaz-Nejd 
frontier authorities to corresponding Transjordan authorities."” 

‘This would reduce area of possible dispute and facilitate practical 
co-operation on lines of article 3 of Hadda Agreement. 

also, that communication should refer expressly to explanations 
fejaz Minister in London. 
fed to Transjordan, No, 126.) 


1 


E 2181/387/25) No. 90. 


Sir 4. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Receiced Aprit %6,) 
(No. 110.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Jedda, April 28, 1981 
MY telegram No. 98 
Following is summary of Hejaz Government's answering memorandum of 
‘Mth April enclosed in formal note to me of same date 


Government wish to explain that the steps taken with a view to 
nbb and Ibn Zeid will lead to its taking place within the next. days. 

2. They have emphasised, and still emphasise, necessity for application of 
provisions of Hadda Agreement as regards cessation of raiding on both sides 

hey are doing what they can with this object, but they have already stated that 
their measures are unlikely to succeed unless sitnilar measures are taken on other 
side. In their recent memorandum they expressed wish that raiding shou 
at least during meoting, only they had not observed any tangible re 
Previous arrangements to prevent it. They are glad to intimate concur 
Publication of general announcement prohibiting raiding on both sides because 
they cousider prevention of raiding essential now and in future and at all times 

3. | They consider question of summoning certain sheikhs to meeting-place 
should be left to representatives, because it is of courao understood that there will 
be no reciprocal trials or interrogation, but that nttendance of sheikh will be for 
Fepresentatives to consider and will be for tho purpose of their personal 
consultation only, Representative of one party should } nterfere 
with sheikhs of the other party or to put quostions to them 

4. Hejaz Government noto t y conor in 
principle that representatives’ decision wi 
the two Governments. 

5. They note that His Majesty ur in suggestion that 
representatives should be provided with all necessary information rogarding onses. 
‘They have explained in paragraph 3 above their views as to attendance of peraons 
concerned 

6. They agree that investigation should include all raids mentioned in. para- 
graph 6 of British mom of 18th April 

7. ‘They note paragraph 7 of Briti wrandum and await promined reply 
of His Majesty's Government regarding surrender of criminals . 


(Repeated to Transjordan, No, 204,) 





(B 2921/81/25) No. 91 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received April 29.) 


Jedda, Aprit 1, 1931. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith the Jedda report for January and 
February 1951. The report has been delayed by pressure of other work, but 1 
have thought it preferable to confine it to the first two months of the year in 
accordance with new arrangement mentioned in the prefatory note. 

2; Lam sending copies of this despatch and enclosure to Caito, Jerusalem, 
Beirut, Damascus, Bagdad, Basta, New Delhi, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Aden, 
Addis Ababa, Lagos, Khartum, Port Sudan, the Senior Naval Officer in Red 
Sea Sloops, and the Royal Air Force Officer Commanding in Palestine and 


Transjordan 
Thave, &. 
ANDREW RYAN. 


io. 122.) 
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Enclosure in No. 91. 


Jedda Report for January and February 193) 


Innex, 


Veafalory Note New etrangements | 
2 | 2V— Air matters — 
L=<Tntarnal affaire Paragraphs. | "Yizgins gue Force 
Ton Beud : Arabian air route 
Ministry for Forsign AMuire 
Vg Mliary mattere— 
T1_—Frontier queations— va Regular Army 
‘Tranyjontan— 
‘MasDociell investigation so seat abbens= 
‘Current raiding vets 
‘General frontier « a= 


Boa-Voininage,"" fe ‘VET —Pilgrimage— 
Too Mashhur 20 | Forged rupee noter 
Movement of plgrinne 
| Control of Nigerian pigrima 


| VIL —Siarery 


| Tk Mnadtsanooe— 
| Reuter serview 
Taw oa talons 
| Beton stank 
Approsch to 
Meany cedar agreement wiih | falco vite 
India | Yacht“ Sister Anoe'” 
Hojue Railway a) Teestin ata 
Tou oud'e Biying propomsi 83 | Wetl'on tampa 
|) Matentcpd 


Appeodix— 
Pisa on nationality 


Pauratony Note. 


IN view of the increased pressure on the Legation at Jedd: 
decided, with the approval of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to issu 
these reporta at intervals of two months in future. It is hoped that this will 
not materially reduce their value to the recipients, and that it will enable the 
Legation to issue the reports more punctually, although on the present occasion 
special reasons have caused delay. r 

The following arrangement will be adopted in future-— 


ings. Sub-sections will be shown by unnumbered cross-headi 

Paragraphs will be aumbered consecutively throughout to facilitate back- 
reference, . as r 3 

‘This oppuranity ie taken of menioalng tas th sping Sota a con, 

foreign Office usage. Whatever may be said for inst it, 

ir cascaireat sgh tip Pitco wees tos Tapaiion Gs ‘should be known in official 
English by a fixed name. If other posts can reconcile it with their philological 
rinciples to adopt the Foreign Office version it will be much appreciated. “The 
Regation is conscious of many defects in its own spelling and. will weloome 
suggestions from other posts as to the spelling of important place-names in their 
respective spheres. 
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I —Ivrenxat Avrams. 
Ibn Saud. 


1. The King returned to Mecca on the 20th January and spent the whole 
of Ramadan there. He came to Jedda on the 25th February and stayed over the 
end of the month. | On the day of his arrival he held a formal reception of foreign 
Tepresentatives. The principal object of his visit was to receive the rich 
American Mr. Charles R. Crane, who, having come from the United States 
specially for the purpose, arrived in Jedda on the 25th. February, accompanied 
by Mr. G, Antonius, An nccount of a previous visit by Mr. Crane to Jedda 
will be found in the report for December 1928. It may be remarked incidentally 
that, at that time, he was mal ow in French and British circles owing to his 
conuexion with Syrian revolutionaries. At present he creates the impression 
of being an innocuous old gentleman, with wide interests and a passion for 
reoording the many things he has seen pass" into history.’” Ibn Saud showered 
attentions on Mr. Crane, for whose benefit « Bedouin review was held on the 
27th February (see paragraph 9). ‘The foreign representatives were also present, 
and the King entertained them and Mr. Crane at dinner the same evening. On 
the following day he bonoured Mr. Philby with his company at tea, the principal 
members of the party being much tho same. Ibn Saud appeared to have derived 
benefit from his visit to Nojd and was in his best form during his stay in Jedda, 
‘The unusual coolness and pleasantuess of the climate earned liis commendation 


Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

2. The unsatisfactory state of affairs resulting from the illness of Fuad Bey 
Hamza (December ‘paragraph 1 (2)) continued throughout January, and 
no business could be done'by personal interview. ‘The Emir Feisal visited dedda 
‘on the 8th and 9th January for the celebration of the King’s accession, He 
received Sir A. Ryan at a specially arranged interview on the Sth January, but 
it was almost entirely of a formal nature, It was afterwards explained tat 
hhe had visited Jedda as Viceroy of the Hejaz only. He returned on the 28th 
January, accompanied by Sheikh Yusuf Yasin. Owing to Fuad Bey's illness, 
which culminated in his departure for Egypt on the 30th January, Sheikh 
Yusuf Yasin became Acting Under-Scoretary for Foreign Afiairs, remaining at 
the same time private secretary, head of the Political Section of the Divan and 
general factotum to the King. ‘The Prince having formally received the foreign 
representatives, appareaty with some exceptions, on th 24th January, arranged 
to receive His Majesty's Minister for business on the 30th January Wi 
Sir A. Ryan went to keep this appointment the palace resetbled that of the 

ing Beauty, with the Beauty’ and nearly everyone olsen the background, 
Neither the Prince, Under-Secretary, A.D.C. nor servants wore to be seen, and 
Sir A. Ryan left, after a lively conversation with the A.D.C., who appeared as 
be was going oot, In the event it appeared that the principals had a good 
excuse for everything except mismanagement, ‘The Prince had been taken ill 
after going to mosque, | Sheikh Yusuf had been seaing Fuad Bey of, and was 
ly taken aback when Sir A, Ryan passed him without stopping on his way 
k to the Legation. As for the subordinates, they were «doubtless sleeping 
through the Ramadan fast. Notwithstanding all this, the reception accorded to 
the British representative on his first business visit to a new Minister for Foreiy 
Affairs appeared to be too cavalier to be tolerated. Sit A. Ryan demanded 
satisfaction, and after a first insufficient attempt to placate him, Sheikh Yusuf 
called and offered an unqualified apology. All was thus happily settled by 
dinner-time. 

3. This incident, although regrettable, cleared the air. Sir A, Ryan had 
leet be known that expected his formal visit to be returned, a urteyy which 
4 Minister of princely rank might have thooght he coud dispense with. The Emit 
called on the foreign representatives on the Ist February and stayed half an hour 
at the British Legation, He had on the previous day received Sir A. Ryan for 
business, but after his round of visits he collapsed with severe malaria. He 
returned to Mecca on the $rd or 4th February and went into the country for 
hance Sheikds Yusuf remained and pat in much wark before going bark to 
‘Mecea on the 6th February, He proved more reasonable in discussion than had 
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been anticipated. His chief, the Emir, recovered in due course, but up to the 
end of February he showed no interest in or capacity for foreign affairs. Sheikh 
Yusuf effectively dealt with them throughout the whole period. He is very much 
the King's man and Ibn Saud bas shown a tendency to pat him in the forefront, 
although it is clear that he himself still pulls the strings. 


Finance. 


4. The financial situation went from tad to worse early in the year. Pilgrims 
have come forward in somewhat greater numbers than was anticipated, but the 
total number from overseas seems unlikely to exceed 50,000. Revenue must suffer 
accordingly. ‘The two most notable indications of Treasury straits have been a 
heavy increase in customs duty on most staple imports, which was announced in 
the * Umm-al-Qura "of the th February; and a temporary decline of the silver 
‘currency, which beeame acute in February. The silver riyal, the value of which 
is officially fixed at 10 to the gold pound Sterling, slumped to 13 of even lower in 
Jedda and Mecea. ‘The Government found themselves short of gold, although it 
always seems possible to produce some at a pinch. They made strong efforts to 
restore the balance between riyals and pounds. It may be said in anticipation 
of the next report that they succeeded, but only by prohibiting the export of 
and by arrangements with the Dutch ‘Bank in Jedda, the exact nature of which 
has not been disclosed, to accept rivals at 10 plas staall margin in payent for 
drafts on foreign countries It was suggested that Mr. Crane might in some 
way cote to the help of Tbn Saud. ‘There is no indication that he did'so. Further 
rumours of American financial assistance were floated when, about the same time 
as Mr. Crane, Mr. Dickerson, the commercial seoretary of the United States 
Legation at Cairo, visited Jedda in the course of an extensive tour. On hearing 
that the bazaars were talking of an American loan to the tune of £1,000,00 
Mr. Dickerson laughed. 

5 His Majesty's Minister took up with Sheikh Yusuf Yasin on the 
5th February the outstanding claims of the Government of India, the Eastern 
‘Telegraph Company and Messrs. Gellatly, Hankey and Co. (September to 
November report, paragraph 3 (b)). ‘The position at the end of February was that 
the Government of India claim wax alll completely in the air: the astern 
‘Telegraph Company had some prospect of being paid, but the Government were 
trying hard to engineer a settlement in riyals; and Messrs, Gellatly, Hankey's 
situation was a good deal easier. In the last-named caso the financial authorities 
on tho Ist February deposited with the firm 59,000 riyals, with promise of 
redemption in six weeks to cover the halance of £5,000 xtill due in respect of their 
loan to the Government, At one moment it looked as though they might be hit 
hy a refusal to accept drafts on customs, of which they held large quantities, 
in payment of duty, this being the only means of realising them without loss 
The idea of thus dishonouring their own drafts was, however, relinquished by 
tho Government, ‘The wages of the unfortunate Sudanese chasifleurs (December 
report, paragraph (2) ), were still greatly in arrear at the end of February 

6. The Government are heavily indebted in other directions. They are said 
to owe the Qusaibi firm some £80,000 and the rich Governor of Jedda £4,000. 
In January, however, the director of the Dutch Bank expressed the view that the 
whole floating debt did not exceed £500,000, and that the country should be 
solvent with good management. Good management is, unfortunately, the last 
thing that can be hoped for. The only economy consistently practised is that af 
evading payment of debts, although certain services are starved, ¢.9., the supply 
of doctors in the sanitary service has decreased in recent years, 


General. 


7. There was no news of any important development in the interior in 
January and February, although silly rumours of the usual kind were circulated 
in connexion with the King's visit to Nejd, how, for instance, there had been 
dissension in the Royal family; the King had practically fled from Riadh, &c 
Early in January there were reports, more substantial in appearance, of trouble 
with the Ajman tribe, but they were not confirmed 

8. Ibn Saud's' accession was celebrated in the Hejaz on the 
Sth and 9th January in a manner similar to that of last year (report for 
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January 1980, patagraph 23). The view held by some that such celebrations 

un-Islamic seems to have been definitely set aside. z id 
2, Much excitement was aroused in Febr 

on the secon 


would appear to 


to perfo Phis 
happy accident theo Piha samo Vind 


though on a x 


9th January. 

Jedda on the 

but only the princes 

very gracefully in front. of 
ho is Minister for Foreign 

o show what they could do, 

le scale touk place outside 


‘Anyhow the Nejdi 
ath February. 


10. These events have probably a political significauce. ‘The Nejdi dancing, 
is a revival of a practice which has, it soems, been in abo 

twenty years, although the skill shawn by the dancers. pres t have 
been kept np somehow, even though not officially countenanced, It may be taken 
as a working theory, provided it be uot assumed too confidently, that Ton Saud 
is anxious to efface some of the differences botwoen the Hojus and Nejd, and is 
prepared to ride his subjects in both kingdom of a looser reign than is adinitted 
by the extreme tenets of Wahhabism. — Drums were a notable feature in, the 
doncing demonstrations and even more rnsica 

tolerated. Tha Saud built formerly on an agg 

turned against him by the rebels of 1920. Hi 

on compromise with a world in which it pay 

which, in the Hejaz at least, has always been Ww 

Moslem to have much use for the devil, at any 


Li Fronrien Questions. 


Transjordan, 
MacDonnell Investigation, ae 


11. No information reached Jedda during January and Februar 

the tion taken by li Majesty's Government on Me: MueDonnals aotearoa 
was any reply returned to the Hejazi Government's note of the 2 n 
regarding the Beni Atiya (December report section 5 (ay), ne December 


Current Raiding. 


section 5 (b), continued until Jate 
fone rid from Nejd on the 26th January 

jazi Government had a df 4 

jordan on a date between the rd and 7h February and two others os the tian 
And 13th February. On threo occasions His Majesty's High Commiuioner for 
Transjordan drew the attention of the Legation at Jedda. to reports cr 


tions for raids. ly communicated to the 


pursuance of the py 

13. Corresy 
taken place in the latter part o1 
lative to the raids and rumours of raids mentioned in the last paragraph, the 


q st antumn, 
ing various raids alleged to have 
is as well as in the correspondence 


Legation sought to impress on the Hejazi Government the i of tak 
mene oo hess Covent the impertane of aking 
especially of arranging for direct communication between the authorities ca tone 
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sides of the froutier, as provided in article 3 of the Hadda Agreement. The 
correspondence thus bore not only on particular raids and rumours, but on the 

eral situation. Its details were, however, submerged in the crisis to be 
jescribed in the following paragraphs. 


General Frontier Situation. 


14. While the correspondence mentioned in the two preceding paragraphs 
was proceeding, the visit of Sheikh Yusuf Yasin to Jedda at last enabled 
Sir A. Ryan to carry out, on the Sed February, his instructions (December report, 
section 5 (c)) to discuss the general situation of the frontier orally. He took the 
sheikh over the whole of the recent ground, reproached the Hejazi Government 
with their failure to reply seriously to the British memorandum of October, 
disposed of the interim reply which had been their only attempt at a direct 
answer up to date and strongly deprecated the practical condonation of Nejds 
raids in Puod Bey Hamzn's noie of the 20th November. Sheikh Yusuf Yasin's 
reaction was tmexpectedly favourable. He, indeed, made play with arguments on 
his own side, He developed the thesis that His Majesty's Government were 
really responsible for Transordan and dha thei interposition between the Parties 
served us a protection to Transjordanian raiders. He manifested openly the 
hostility of his Govertment towards Captain Glubb, a hostility dating from the 
time when that oflicer was employed tn the Southern Desert of Iraq. He 
explained, however, that the Hejazi Government were preparing a statement of 
the measures they were taking on their side of the frontier. He added that the 
King was taking active stops to bring article 3 of the Hada Agreement ito 
operation. His Majeaty ha ‘ppeinted Stelkt Abdol Axi-bin Zoi the former 

fojnzi agent at the MacDonnell investigation, to be Inspector of Bedouin on the 
frontior. En Neahmt had been rewnoved from the Governorate of Jauf. ‘The 
sheik aaked for suggestions ax to the teat means of proving for the commun 
cation contemplated in article 3 of the Hadda Agreement, 

15, Bofore this conversation was reported home a storm of indignation had 
boon aroused in Downing Street by a report from Captain Glubb. This re 
dealt mainly with the situation remulting from the last considerable raid from 
Nejd, which had taken place in October and the victims of which were the 
Howaitat tribe, Captain Glubb’s main conclisions were that the Howaitat, 
deprived of the camels then captured, wero in a state of starvation and could not 
‘easily be restrained from counterst 
were known to ba pasturing clove to the 
seconded by En Neahmi, was directly responsible for the raids conducted of 
encouraged by the latter in 1990; and that the King was purming a deliberate 
policy of seducing the Howaitat into. bis own allegiance, a plan which, if 
Mieceastul, woul bo disasteoun to British prestige. » Captain Glubb's views were 
endoraed, subjoct to vome differences on points of detail, by the principal British 
futhorition in Transjordan, including His Majesty's High Commissioner, who 
‘expressed an even more serious view of the consequences of a secession of Trans- 
jordan Bedouins to Ibn Saud, in view of the difficult situation it would create in 
the event of tronble in Paloatine. 

16, On the sth February the Foreign Oficeinetructed Sir A: Ryan to make 
the atrongettponlbl representations: “As thew instructions bad in effect crossed 
his report on his own recent action, he suggested that, having regard to the more 
favourable turn taken by his conversations in Jedda, it might be unwise to take so 
strenuous a line ax that contemplated at home, There ensued an active corres- 

ice, the result af which was that the Foreign Office consented to an attempt 

(de to reach an understanding with Tbn Sand, but indicated the lines on 

which the representations were to be made to him in a precise memorandum, the 

terms of which were in no way to be weakened and a copy of which was to be left 

with the King, if Sir A. Ryan thought it advisable. Every effort was to be made 

to obtain a definite reply within four days and the King was to be informed, if 
;, that this was expected by His Majesty's Government. 

17. On receipt of his final instructions His Majesty's Minister, who had 
contemplated a strong hut conversational onslaught on the King, thought that, 
the basis of the representations was to be a long memorandum in set terms, i 
‘would, after all, be hetter to communicate it first to the Hejazi Government and 
see the King afterwards. His Majesty's Government having concurred, the 


Legation forwarded it to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 28th Febr 
slightly modified in accordance ‘with sugyestions made by His ‘Majesty's High 
Commissioner for Transjordan. ‘The memorandum was accompanied by a short 
covering note requesting an early audience to discuss the question and intimating 
His Majesty's Government's desire to obtain a definite reply to their memorandum 
as soon as possible. A separate note sent earlier in the same day, also under 
instructions, strangly repudiated the aspersions which had been east on Captain 
Ginbb in the course of the conversations and correspondence in February 

in their memorandum of the 28th February His Majesty's Government 
propounded the following points in of siggestions o1 i 
Tecteceeary euplanatort Conmenter=2 n°" mugsentions cr demands, with 


(1) Noting Thn Saud's expressed readiness to bring article 8 of the Hadda 
Agreement into operation and having in view the proved nevessity 
for immediate co-operation between the authorities on both sides of the 
frontier, they’ proposed, in pursuance of Sheikh Yusuf Yasin's request: 
for suggestions as to the method of initiating such co-operation, that 
Captam Glubb and Thn Zeid should meet (@) to examine all repre- 
sentatives and claims regarding aida since the Ist. August; (b) to 
arrange for immediate restoration of loot on both sides; and { to 
arrange for the intercommunication of information and mutual 

gy festoration of loot in future. 

(2) They asked that Ibn Zeid should be invested with full executive powers, 
and that he and Captain Glubb should have power to call upon the 
Fopresontative sheikhs to put forward claims, &o 

(3) Hoy explained tho inability of the ‘Tranajordan authorition to 

ntain the recent improvemont of the aitnation unless immediate 
steps should be taken to return the loot captured from their tribes 
since the Ist August, His Majesty's Government dwelt on various 
flagrant features of those raids, including the proved culpability of 
En Neshmi and hix pablic statemont that Thn Saud pormittod ding 
into Transjordan, statement widely believed and not effectively 
disproved, ‘They said they ‘* must insist that if this has not already 
boon done, the strongest measures should be taken to counteract the 
effect of En Neshmi’s action in giving countenance to raiding and to 
make it publicly knows that His Majesty King Abdul Aziz expressly 
disavows and ‘condemns it.” ‘Thay exproseed hope that w recent report 
of En uni's appointment to the command of trib 

co nemgieaies spe bal forces would 

) Tho tho Hojazi Government to inform them ax soon aa possible 
that eh agreed, to the proposed meeting and that Ibn Zeid would 
receive full powers to deal with the matters proposed, including the 
immediate restitution of camels and other loot captured from Trans. 
jordan tribes since the Ist August. They added that Captain Glubb 
‘would be authorised to arrange for the restitution of any loot identified 

__ as having been taken from Hejazi or Nejdi tribes. 

(6) Finally, His Majesty's Government, having regard to the urgent necessity 
for restoring the camels looted from Transjordan, fered British 
co-operation in the Wadi Sirhan, if the Hejazi Government. should 
find themselves confronted with any practical difficulty in returning 
them immediately. 


19, ‘The sequel to this firm all-but-ultimatam will be related in the mext 
report. To complete the present section itis only necessary to add that during 
the period under review it was decided under Captain Glubb's advice to introduce 
various modifications into the scheme adopted last autumn for the improvement 
of the frontier control on the Transjordan side. 


Druse Refugees in Nejad. 
20. The question of the disposal of Sultan Al Atrash and his followe rho 
have for some time been in Nojd loee to the Transjordan frontier, again engaged 
tention early in the year. There were last year, two alternative 
viz, that Ibm Saud should be asked to move them further into the interior or that 
arrangements should be made for the party to be allowed to settle in Iraq. No 
(0181) Mt 
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had antly been taken up to the end of February, ‘The presence of 
th rofagees ee does to Ye ien thorn inthe sie of Tranajondan. According to one 
account, Which cannot be vouched for, the French are for their part displeased 
with Ibn Sand for alfording hospitality to the party. 


Iraq. 
“ Bon-Voisinage,” de. . 

1. Following on the transactions related in section 6 (@) of the December 
rey a and after ficther consultations between Bagdad and London, King Feisal 
{elographed to Thu Saud on the Tth February proposing that his Prime Minister 
should take advantage of a recess of the Iraq Parliament to visit Jedda 
immediately after Ramadan in order to sign the "' Bon-Voisinage’” Treaty, and 
daca all outstanding questions including extradition, A Bagdad telegram to 
the Colonial Office of the 8th February showed that Nuri Pasha also proposed 
to deal with claims, trade cooper oe pee ene oe heats ima 

laining to Ibn Saud the new Iraq—Transjordan Treaty (1 was to sign 
oe ‘en route) and discussing the case of Ton Mashhur. Ibn Saud replied 
at once in terms of cordial acquiescence. Things looked all the rosier because 
it was known that the Iraq Government were nots uncompromising about 
extradition as might have been supposed from their letter of the middle of 
December and becatiae Thn Saud on his side accepted in a letter written by his 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 29th January King Foisal's explanation 
Togarding his £30,000 award, adding otly tat the tony would be paid when a 
settlement of other outstanding questions had been reached. A more conciliatory 
iter on the former print was ares by the Tra Goverment to the Meat 

inistry Affairs on the Lat February 

ae 22. por ‘roses that bloomed in Dag a3 Ne pre tm 
i his pleasurable anticipation and full of preparations for the 

aoe Oe nteptatar tas talon sents mamege cn the 1b Fetruary troagh 
Sir. Humphrys and Sir A. Ryan expressing regret that, owing to delay over 
pending oil negotiations, he was compelled to postpone his visit. His delay 
Rronsed suspicieas in the Hejazi mind, which the Legation in Jedda sought to 
allay, Things would not have been #0 bad, had the delay been short or had not 
the ‘Breas annonnoed that Nuri Pasha was to visit Jedda on Ibn Saud's 
invitation to discuss the Arab Alliance. Sheikh Yusuf Yasin camo to see Sir A. 
Hiyan on. the ch February, waving » Tada newspaper, in wich ‘hie 
tendentious statement was attributed to Nuri Pasha himself. In the course of 
a conversation on the whole position Sir A. Ryan administered all the 
cathy ayrup he could, but the outlcuk was not a happy oneat theendof February 


Ton Mashhur. ; Cinna” its 
i 1, of course, bobbed up again, It always 
1 January he Hejadi Minato for Foroign Aaics wrote a’mild note to the 
tion paying a tribute to King Feisal’s attitude and enquiring astothenumber 
tnd names of the 
‘over and the an 


dati itude of i. The note put two specific questions: 
clucidating the attitude of his Government. The noto put two spec ‘is Feth 
what 


24 This note i ir 
i Yasin on the B1st January. the second with the sheikh alone on 
in TW Rabruary Sir A. Ryan cngnged in them not ony becanse of the wish 
expressed by the Emir, but also because he wished to give His Majesty's Govern 
iment plenty af time to consider their attitude. In the first conversation he stated 
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the position as he himself saw it, giving reasons why, in his opinion, His 
Majesty's Government had never bad a formal responsibility for the return of 
Tho Mashhur, though they had done all in their power to promote it,He strongly 
objected to the concluding. phrase in the Minister's note, and elicited a lame 
explanation that it referred to the value not of British but Iraqi promises. The 
secund conversation was acrimonious bat fertile 

25. The matter cropped up again in the discussion on the 26th Februnt 
(Gee Paragraph 22) of the general position between Iraq and. Hejar-Ne 
Sherkh Yusuf remarked that his Goverument had been willing {o postpone ‘ie 
Jou Mashhur question until it could be discussed with Nuri Pasha, and had 
refrained from publicity. He accused the Iraq Goverument of having rushed 
into print with their version, and suggested that the Hejazi Government might 
have to alter their attitude. Le was referring, it appeared, to the leading article 
in the “Near East." of the Sth February. Sie A. Ryan drew his attention to 
the letter in the same paper of the 25th December, in-which Mr. Philby, a. person 
known to be in the closest touch with the Hejazi Government, had publicly 
ventilated their grievance in a mare extravagant form than they Ueruselves had 
officially given it, for Mr, Philby had uot only accused Hix Majesty's Government 
of failure to fulfil an obligation, but had stated that the obligation was one which 
thes had admitted. “The rost of the conversation ot Uhix point is not worth 
recording. 

28, “On the 2nd February the Legation had forwarded to tho Minister for 
Foreign Affairs a list received from Bagdad of persons and property which the 
were prepared to hand over on the frontier at any date convenient to Ton Saud, 
{mn reply to an advance intimation of this on tho Ist February, Sheikh Yuxat 
remarked that no arma were mentioned, This gave rive to some inconclusive 
correspondence between Sir F- Humphrys and the Iraqi Government, aid 
Sir Francis thought the matter bad better be left for Nuri Pasha to discuss in 
Jedda. As for the Emir Feisal’s note of the 2th January, which directh 
Aflecied His Majesty'x Government, they had not replied to it up to the endo 
February. 


Koweit and Bahrein 
Persian Gulf Negotiations. 


There were uo important developments in January and February ia 
with the proposed discussion af Koweit questions, or, as Ibn Saud 
would like it to be, a general discussion of " Persian Gulf Questions.” A certain 
amount of correspondence passed on incidental matters with resulta which may 
‘be summed up ns follows :— 
(0) The proporal that the Polit 
Saud (December report, 7 (a)) followed the King to Riadh, but 
him too Inte to be acted on. On his return to Mecca, be 
addressed a friendly lotter to Sir A. Ryan on the 26th January 
expressing regret and offering to receive Colouel Biscoe in Jedd, 
‘This sagestion was negatived by Mis Majesty's Government, and 
Sit A. Ryan was instructed on tho 4th Febroaty to return a suitably 
elite reply. Te conveyed the substance of this through Sheikh Yusuf 
Yasin, but owing to various delays postponed auy direct communica 
tion. to the King ‘until he could make it orally. geveral position * 
at the end of February was that it was hoped that an opportunity 
for a mecting between [bu Saud and Colonel Biscoe in Nejd might 
Present iteelf Inter, aud it was considered that there was no such 
emergency about the Koweit questions as to necessitate their being 
discussed before the antumn. | Meanwhile, it appears from various 
reports of the Political Resident. that there has, enn. eenietn 
rapprochement between Tha Saud and the Sheikh of Koweit, 
‘ion was put forward in February that Colonel Biscoe mi 
take advantage of Ubu Sand’s invitation to Jedda to write himself to 
the King. Tt was considered at the Legation that it would be better 
not to do this and to coufine action for the time being to the 
_ communication referred to in the preceding sub-paragraph, 
(6) His Majesty's Government decided in F to take a fem line with 
the Iraqi and Hejazi Governments regarding the allocation of the 
n2 


cal Resident in Bushire should visit tba 
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£10,000 paid by the Hejazi Government last stunmer in fulfilment 
of the promise given by {bn Saud to Colonel Biscoe in January 1930 
(ee report far September to November, 11 (2). It was arranged 
that £7,000 should be given to Traq and £3,000 to Koweit, as 
intended, ‘The necessary drafts were seat by the Legation 
jad and Bushire on the 10th February, and the Hejazi Govern- 
ment were duly informed. They did not rvply, but it is clear from 
the earlier correspondence and various conversations that they are 
unlikely to contest the allocation, which interests them only as far 
as it will affect the total amount eventually payable to Traq under the 
settlement mentioned in paragraph 23 
question which arose early in 1930 regarding the treatment of 
hrainis in El-Hasi gave rise to instructions to His Majesty's 
Minister in May to make general representations on their behalf to 
the Hejaz Government, if he saw no objection. ‘The execution of 
these instructions having been delayed for more oF less accidental 
reasons, Sir A, Ryan reconsidered the matter on his return from leave 
On the 10th February, 1931, he reported that, in his opinion, it would 
now be preferable to postpone action pending developi 
connexion with the Hejazi Law on Nationality and the possible 
general discussion of Persian Gulf questions 


New Trade Route. 


28. Little more was heard in January and February of the pro 
ronte for pilgrims and trade from the Tusa Coast tothe Fejaz (Dever 

section 8). ‘The matter still appears to be engaging attention, however, 

courve of general conversation at Mr. Philby’s toa party on the 28th February, 
Tho Saud admitted that it was intended to bore for water at Ras Tanuran, which 
has heen thought of as a possible site for a future port. His Majesty said that 
no actual boring had taken place, but that he had ordered a start to be made 
after Ramadan. 


Yemen and Asir. 


29, ‘There were still no sigus in January and February of any serious 
repercuasion on the relations between the Imam and Ibn Sand ax a result of the 
Intter’s annexation of Asir, Both sides have been reported to be strengthening 
thoir military forces, In January the Italian Government manifested in Londou 
anxiety lat the two parties should come to blows, and muggested that they and 

is Majesty's Government. should exert a tooderating influence on the Tnam 
and the King respectively. His Majesty's Minister was authorised, if at any 
timo he received categorical information pointing to a danger of conflict, to make 
such tations as he might consider wwful. No situation arose up to the 
end of February which would justify such intervention, nnd on the 23th February 
Sir A. Ryan was directed to take no action, It seems improbable than Ibn Sand, 
in his present financial straits, would embark on an adventure in the extreme 
smith, though the temptation may ultimately be too strong for him; and there 
has been nothing to show that the measures which the Imain has almost certainly 
taken on his own side of the Asir frontier are more than defensive 

80. On the 14th February the Foreign Office reviewed the position in 

rd to Asir in an important paper addressed to the Colonial and India Offices 


Teamalysed the legal situation as regards the consequences of Ibn Saud's action 

on the status of Asir, and as regards the treaty between Great Britain and Asir 

concluded in 1917, ‘The legal conclusions were doubtful, but tended, as regards 

the treaty of 1917, to the view that, even if it had not previously ceased to operate 

for other reasons, it must now be regarded as having lapeed ‘owing to the apparent 
as 


extinction of the Idrisi as an international person, and as not being in its nature 
‘an instrument the benefits and obligations of which could be held to have passed 
to a succession State. On the other hand, the Foreign Office cited the agreements 
reached between His Majesty's Government and Italy in the course of the Rome 
Convention of 1927. ‘The final conclusion from all these considerations was that, 
in Mr. Henderson's opinion, it would be best, subject to the concurrence of the 
departments addressed, to instruct His Majesty's Minister at Jedda not to 
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commit His Majesty's Government to recognition of the absorption of Asir into 
Tho Saud’s dominions, or to take any action implying such recognition without 
farther instructions. "Tt was suggested that the position regarding, the 1917 
treaty should be left intact in view of the possibility that it might usefully be 
invoked, if a turn of the tide should restore some measure of independence to the 


TIL—Retations wera States Oursine Amana, 
British Empire 


His Majesty the King telegraphed congratulations to Tbn Saud on the 
occasion of the anniversary of the latter's accession, and a suitable reply was 
returned after an interval just long enough to admit of its having beet drawn 
tap by Tn Saud himself at Rindh. After correspondence with the Foreign Ofte, 
His Majesty's Minister attended varions ceremonies on the Sth nnd 9th January, 
notwithstanding the recent death of the Princess Royal, a bereavernent on which, 
in his father's absence, the Emir Feisal telegraphed ‘condolences both to His 
Majesty tho King and to the Legation in Jedda, ‘The Hejaz-Nejd Minister 
in London postponed his reception in honour of Tbn Sand’s accession until after 
the Court had gone ont of mourning. The deferred reception was held at the 
Hyde Park Hotel on the 20th February. 


Consuls at Bombay and Singapore. 


82, The question of the proposed appointment of Hojaz-Nojd covsule at 
Bombay and Singapore (December report, ection 10 (2)) was discumed between 
Sir A. Ryan and Sheikh Yusuf Yasin on the 6th February, after it had been 
decided that the Shaseees appointwment might be agreed to in principle subject 
to safeguards roughly similar to those for Bombay. Sir A, Ryan had 
been authorised to handle the matter on the lines suggested in his telegram of 
the 2th December. He obtained from the sheikh an adminion that such 

ppointments mast be the subject of international agreement. He emphasived 

ve readiness of His Majesty's Government to agree to the appointments in 
principle, but pointed out the necosity for safeguards for pilgrims, and asked 
for an. assurance that, if the two conkuls were appointed. Tbn Saud. would be 
prepared to receive British consuls ia his dominions, Both points were clearly 
unpalatable to the sheikh, who promised to submit the matter to the King, but 
did not retarn to the mbject up to the end of Febrmoary. 


Money Order Agreement with India. 
33. ‘The Indian Posts and Telegraphs ft intimated to the Hejazi 
Director-General of Pst, fc. by a letter of the Stet December, thet readiness 
‘waive the proposed claim in the Money Order Agreement regarding interest on 
ontstanding Balances. "Up to the end of February’ however. the agreement was 
sill unconcluded owing to diffioulties of pure form. 


Hejaz Railway. 

34. On the Oth February Sheikh Yusuf Yasin expressed a wish to discuss 
‘on some future occasion the question of the Hejaz Railway, which had been in 
abeyance fora considerable time. He did not retura to the subject up to the end 
of the month. His Majesty's Government are not anxious to pursue this subject 
unless it is forced upon them and Ibn Saud’s personal attitule ie ‘obscure, as it 
is not certain how far he really wishes to raise the question or merely allows it to 
be played with for the edification of Moslems. 


Ton Saud"s Buying Proposals. 

35. The King’s request that His Majesty's Government should act as his 
intermediary for purchases in Great Britain (July-August report, section 4 (c)) 
was carefully considered during and after Sir A. Ryan's visit to England op 
leave. The conclusions resched were embodied in a Foreign Office despatch of 
the 15th January prescribing the reply to be returned. Ibn Sand was to be 
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informed that His Majesty's Government could not act as buyers on his behalf, 
but they expressed willingness to give advice in connexion with particular 
transactions of importance, as they had done in the case of the Marconi wireless 
contract (September-November report, section 5). Sir A. Ryan was to urge 
tupon the King the desirability of doing business through established houses. 
le was given discretion to, point out the advantages presented in this respect by 
Messrs. Cllatly, Hankey and Co., an old-established firm with wide connexions, 
and to impress on the King the importance of following sound methods as regards 
punctual payment, ée., if his Government wished (o do business with British 
firme on favourable terms, Owing to pressure of other affairs, these instructions 
had not been carried out up to the 28th February 


France. 


36, ‘The negotiations for a treaty between France and Hejaz-Nejd were 
resumed when the Hejazi Ministry tor Foreign Affairs returned to life at the 
and of January. Progress appears to have been made, but both sides have been 
reticent, It is partly clear that France will not iasist on the slavery article 
(December report, section 11), ‘The French consulate hoped to find some way 
Tound the dilfculty over the Algerians at Medina, which is apparently not 
disposed of by the new Law on Nationality (paragraph 58). 


Healy, 


37. The m ions for a treaty between Italy and Hejaz-Nejd were also 
resumed early inthe year. Ttaly sn apparent intends to abandon the slavery 
article. The Italian consul spoke to Sir A. Ryan, vaguely of obtaining some 
substitute for it in the form of a declaration by Thn Saud, but gave no. indication 
of what exactly he had in view, if anything. Otherwise there has been much 
reticence about these, as about. the French negotiations. 


Germany. 


German Government apparently decided some little time ago to 
snake Hery de Hane eptembur-Noversler report, section 18 (0) consol nt Jed, 
but he had not up to the time of writing ‘comminication to his future 
foreign colleagues, Ho is without oilictal we, and may bo having 
difficulties in gotting his position clear with the Government. There are 
two versions: one that he wished to present credentials of some sort to the mt 
the other that he has applied for and is awaiting an exequatur. Meanwhile, 
appears to be n somewhat enterprising business man, and has been first favourite 
TP Fihe competition for the Goverament benzine contract, formerly held. by 
Messrs, Gellatly, Hankey and Co, on behalf of Shell, but not renewed for 1031. 


Egypt. 

nip 1 is understood to b tinued his conversation 

‘29, The Rgyptian consul is understood to have continued his 6 
with a view to «eetloment between Hejaz-Nejd and Egypt. A few days after 
his return to Jedda, (December report, section 12), the Egyptian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs denied in an interview given to a Cairo paper that the cousal 
hhad been instructed to carry on negotiations, although it was admitted that 
M. Achmouni had brought back a letter from King Fuad to Iba Saud in reply 
tocone from the latter. 


Aida Incident. 
40. A small incident which might have complicated relations betwoen 
ja 1d Egypt occurred Tth-sth Fe Admiral Tomlin, 
Halal a gt cred othe, th eee Asai Ton 
“Jedda in the course of a cruise of inspection in the administration's vesse! 
ida.” He ad informed the Bgyptian Government and. supposing them to 
ecessary arrangements, artived in Jedda on ruary 
JAE Heypuian Governtent ‘ha ia foc done nothing, although. bolas 
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telegram reached the Egyptian consal more or less simultaneously with the 
“Aida's”” arrival. The Hejazi Government took great offence. On the 
8th February they addressed oral enquiries to Sir A. Ryan, who, though he had 
actually heard of the impending visit from Suez on the 6th February, naturally 
disclaimed any concern in the matter. Later in the morning the Egyptian consul 
called at the Legation in n state of great agitation, as he had arranged for 
Admiral Tomlin to call on the Acting Gorernor of Jedda, and had learnt that 
the latter had been instructed not to return the call. As the matter threatened 
to be disagreeable and to involve a British officer in the Egyptian service, His 
Majesty's Minister offered to use his good offices as a friend of both parties, and 
was able to put the matter in such a way that the Hejazi Government relented. 
Not only was the admiral's call Properly returned, but presents of sheep, &c. 
were sent ou board the" Aida." ‘The impression left by the incident. was that, 
although Thn Saud had mounted his high horse, not without reason, he was 
pleased enough to ride out of the affair on a friendly British intervention. 


Other Powers. 


41. There is nothing of importance to record. The Persian Legation 
remained closed during the two months (December report, section 14). ‘The 
Netherlands Chargé d’Affaires was absent from Jedda on a tour in the Sudan 
for two or three weeks, and left again on the 25th February to visit Aden, 
Kamaran, the Yemen, and, if possible, Hadramaut, betwoon which country and 
Java there is said to be mach intercourse, 


TV—Am Marrans. 


Hejas Air Foreo, 


42 The deplorable situation in this force (December report, section 15) 

became more deplorable in January, ‘The four remaining mechanics resigne 

about the end of December and left on the 11th February, the other two having 

already gone, This reduced the force to three pilots, one of whom, Mr, Lowe, 
ot a speaking, arms with his colleague, engaged apparent in int 


With certain local officers and boycotted the Legation. Sir A. Ryan doubted 
whether he could usefully interven, but Hix Majesty's Government still hoped 
at the onal of January that the elitination of Mr, Lowe woutd do good. On the 
2od February, acting under instructions, he discussed the nituation with 
Sheikh Yasui Yasin and strongly advised the discharge of Mr. Lowe, The ins 
and onts of the matter aro too complicated to be stated briefly. The position at 
tho end of February was that the other two pilots had threatened some time before 
to resign, if Mr. Lowe were not dismimed, but all throe were still employed 

Late in January His Majesty's Government furnished material for a 
reply to the Hojasi Government's request for assistance in connexion with the 
spare parts for the aeroplanes (September-November report, section 21), ‘The 
reply regarding instructional machines and machine guns reached the Legation 
‘on the 25th February, but action on the despatch was dolayed by the Transjordan 


frontier criai 
Legation succeeded after long efforts in recovering 
reraroent 9 balance of €14 7s. due in respect of travelling 
expenses back to Irag of tho pilot lent by the Royal Air Foros when the Hejaz 
Air Force was transferred to Jedda. This trifle is placed on record, as it was 
the one solid diplomatic triumph achieved during the period under review. ‘The 
gilt, was taken off the Minister's gingerbread when the Command Accountant 
iD Mag bons him to recover £30 more, which had been advanced to the officer: 
before he started and which he had apparently overlooked. Sir A. Ryan, having, 
as he thought, disposed of the matter financially on the bases of the earlier 
claim, suggested that, if a farther claim were to be made, it should be submitted 
to the Air Ministry to be dealt with in consultation with the Foreign Office. 


Arabian Air Route, 


45, The question was raised in February whether a renewed effort should 

be made this year to obtain Thn Saud’s consent to British airoraft flying aver 

the Hasa coait (eee report for July-August, section 24), ‘The Legation was 
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informed towards the end of February that the project of pearling flights between 
Babrein and Traq had been dropped. His Majesty's Government were, however, 
anxious to secure general facilities for the use of the El Hasa toute by British 
aircraft, whether military or civil. His Majesty’s Minister was giver discretion 
as to how much should be asked for in the first instance, and as to how and when 
the matter should be broached. The objective was, not to request general 
permission to fly over Nejd territory, but to ensure that any aircraft compelled 
to enter or alight therein, should receive general assistance and good treatment ; 
that no objection should be raised to the despatch of assistance by air, if 
necessiry; and that the pilots should have knowledge of the position of landing 
grounds between Koweit and Bahrein, of which there sbould preferably be three, 
to be spaced at intervals of about 60 miles and to be chosen, if possible, in 
consultation with the Air Officer Commanding in Traq. ‘These instructions were 
issued on the 2th February 


V.—Muiuirany Marrers. 
General. 

40. There is nothing definite to record about military movements. Reference 
tas been made in paragraph 29 to alleged despatches of forces to Ant. The King 
would appear to have brought back a good many Nejdi fighting men on bis return 
from Riadh to Mecca. Their prowess as dancers bas described in 
paragraph 9. 


New Regular Army. 
4. The organisation ofa mula army in the Hoax, though very embryonic 


has made some progres. The Director of Military Onganinatin mentioned io 
nection 26 of the September-November repart gave pl ty after his appoint 
ment to, another Syrian exTurkish officer, German-trained, named Fuudh 
ab Kawokji, This olcor fought against the French during the Syrian revolt 
camo to the Hojaz as a refuges, The results of his efforts to create « regula 
army were sea at review in Jee on the King’s Accasion Day. ‘The march 
Past consisted of two detachments of infantry, about 400 men in all, reasonably 
workmanlike and disciplined; pack animals with various equipment and about 
100 men in charges, two armoured cars; a disorderly rout of less than forty 
horsemen posing as '* coral jand a much more impressive camel corps of from 
‘300 to 400 men. Although the army is being organised in the Hejaz, most of the 
then in it appear to be Nojdis “The Bavdouin review on the 27th, February 
(oaragraph 9) began with a smal turn out of regular infantrymen. Those, after 
performing their European evolutions, sought and obtained the King’s permission 
to take part in the war-dance. Faudhi Bey scems to be a man of intelligence 
and initiative, He told Sir A. Ryan in February that he intended to start 
school for no.o's. This is probably sensible, as trained ex-Turkish officers are 
available for present requirements in the higher ranks. It appeared from 
Faudhi Bey's conversation that the King’s ultimate ideal is to have a regular 
army for the whole of his dominions. 


VI—NavaL Marrens, 
Brit 
48, The Senior Naval Officer, Red Sea Sloops, arrived in Jedda on the 
13th February in HLMS. “Lupin” and stayed three days, The opportunity 
was taken of discussing with Captain Dicken various matters of naval interest 
including the follows 
(a) Rowtrictios, if any, to be placed on searches for arms in Hejasi 
Territorial waters and in dhows of Hojazi nationality outside them 
(Tuly-August report, section 34) 
(©) Possibility of more frequent visits to Jedda and of reviving the practice 
if visiting other ports. 


of 
(0) Naval salutes for Hejazi dignitaries, 


A practically complete measure of personal agreement was reached on these 
subjects, but, as final decisions have still to he taken at home, any further account 
‘of them is deferred owing to considerations of space. 








French. 


49. The French sloop “* Baccarat" visited Jeddu from the 6th to 
10th January. The officers were much in evidence during the festivities in 
honour of the King’s accession. 

50. Rear-Admiral Deville, Commander-in-chief of the French naval 
division in the Levant, arrived at Jedda from Port Sudan in the naval yacht 
“Diana” on the 18th February and left for Suez on the 20th February. “ This 
Tag the last stage of lengthy jonrney by land and sen acrons Syris aod Irag 
and round from the Persian Gulf. ‘The admiral was good enough to cal 

ly af the British Legation, and expressed much appreciation of the courtesy 

id received throughont his journey from British authorities. The 
“Diana ded a salute of thirteen guns to the Acting Governor of Jedda, to 
‘whom it had been decided that FLALS. ‘Lupin "' should not give a saluto in view 
of his subordinate position and the unsottied state of the general question, 


VIL—Piverimace, 
Forged Rupee Notes. 

51. See December report, section 19, No definite news reached Jedda in 
January or February regarding the progress made by the French authorities in 
Syria. "It was ogg tovar the end of February that it might be well for 
the member of the Legation Stall who dealt with the matter last Your to address 
4 final letter to the broker in Syria, in order to disarm the suspicion that might 
result from complete silence. This suggestion was referred to His Majesty's 
consul-general at Beirut for his views on the 9th March 


Movement of Pilgriass. 


52. A much reduced pilgrimage was still anticipated at tho end of February, 
although the prospect as ly numbers was perhaps a little hetter than 
December. The “ Umm-al-Qura "of the 13th March put the total of arrivals up 
to date at 20337. ‘The total number of Dutch East fndian pilgrims, including 
the last arrivals in March, is about 15,000, not including children, or rather lees 
than half the figure for last year Pilgrim ships from India brought 1,070 
filgrim up to tho 25th Febriary, On this same date 397 had arrived from 

ya. ts dificult to estimate the probable number of Fgxptians who are for 
obvious reasons late starters. The Khedivial Mail Steamship Company would 
‘appear to have lost the contract for transporting them, but the information in 

ida on this subject is meagre. It is stated that the pilgrimag from Algeria 
has been prohibited for sanitary reasons, a decision which, if confirmed, will 
seriously affect the movement from French North Africa as a’ whole, 


Control of Nigerian Pilgrims. 
53. Arrangements were made more or less informally in February for the 
Commissioner at Port Sudan to visit Jedda in order tod hie’ 
further, with a view to the elaboration of a scheme which might i 
igerian Government as an effort to secure their main desiderata 
ing the means at the disposal of the Sudan Government and the 
Legation in Jedda (December report, section 21). 


VINI—Staveny. 


54 The number of slaves manumitted by the Legation in January and 
Fe ‘was three, all of whom were male. One other man, an Abyssinian, took 
refuge, but relinguisbed his desire for freedom. ‘There is reson to suppose that 
the focal authorities have taken measures to make it more difficult for slaves to 
obtain access to the Legation, «.., by prohibiting the movement of negroes in the 
interior without permits. Information of this kind is difficult to control. A 
concrete instance of obstruction of another kind occurred on the 17th January 
when the Acting Governor of Jedda, acting under instructions from Mecca, 
showed hesitation in giving the necessary paper to enable a freed slave to be 
embarked for Maseowah next day. The notice given was admittedly short, but, in 
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order to discourage the tendency to obstruct, the Legation telegraphed to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in Mecca, with the result that orders were given in 
time for the man to be embarked acoording to plan; but only after the Legation 
had, by considerable use of the telephone, tracked the progress of its own telegram 
through all stages. 


1X.—Misenuranroos. 


Router Service 
55, No progress appears to have heen made. 


Law on Nationality. 


56. ‘The ‘ Umm-al-Qura of the 18th February published the text of a 
regulation amending the Regulation on Hejazi Nationality promulgated in 1926. 
In view of the importance of these enactments an attempt has beeu made in the 
appendix to this report to produce a consolidated English text. givin 
combined offect. ‘The law of 1926 was much criticised by foreign Power 
1927 His Majesty's Government sought to establish certain principles which they 
hoped might be embodied in an exchange of notes. Negotiations in 1928 
led to no result, and, as the law was not in practice giving rise to much difficulty, 
the matter was allowed to stand over until the summer of 1080, whea it was 
thought desirable to reopen it in order to facilitate the settlement of certain 
particular questions affected by it. Little progress waa then made beyond 
ascertaining that the Hejar (iovernment were dispored to satisfy Hin Majesty's 
Government on certain points but, through jealousy of their sovereign rights 
wished to proceed by way of legivlation of their own. On the other hand the 
Logation found it necessary to wk further guidance from Hix Majesty's Govern: 
ment on various matters, a final decision on which wax not taken until the 
6th February, when instriictions were sent to Sir A. Ryan. 

57. Before thone instructions reached Jedda, Shoikh Yusuf Yasin bad 
intimated that the Hejaz Governmont were anxious to get on with the now law 
and expressed a wish to discuss the matter unofficially, ‘This ted to a conversation 
on the 4th February, to which Sir A. Ryan consented rather than run the risk of 
seeing an unsatisfactory new law promulgated without previous discussion. Tt 
appeared from Sheikh Yuusf Yasin's explanations that the Hejazi Government 
Proposed to meet the views of Hix Majesty's Government on two itnportant point 
viz,, the wording of article 3, which orginally nwerted tho Hojazi nationality of 
Al petsons born in the Hejaz, without right of subsequent option; and the wordi 
gf article 0, which, tn is origins] form, provided that any foreigner "residing © 
in the Hejaz who was not in possesion of documenta proving his nationality 
would be deemed a Hejazi ns from the date of the law, The amending regulation 
promulgated shortly after the above conversation provides ore satinfactory texts 
of those two articlea; although Hix y's Government would have preferred 
article 3 to bo given such a form that Hejazi nationality acquired by birth did not 
take effect rmtil the child had attained his majority, aubject then to a right of 


Ue 
omitted 


rebruary. 

lor the acquisition of Hojazi 

of British parents as necessarily 

intervening in certain’ circumstances 

rents. He had in mind such a case as that of 

the technically Hejari minor danghter of a Tiritish subject being abducted, in 

yphich ease it should te posible to intcrvene at the instance of the injured 
rather. 

59, It is important to note that the law his now been expressly extended 

to the whole of Thn Sand’s dominions, thongh without any express mention of 
Asir. 








Beacons at Yanbo. 


80. Two beacons were swept away by storms in December and January 
thus increasing the danger of approaching this always difficult port. ‘As it i 
principally frequented by Khedivial steamers the Legation strongly urged that 
the beacons should be restored without delay. This work had not been completed 
by the 28th February, but the prospect of its being done was good, helped perhaps 
by a personal conversation which Mr, Hope-Gill had with the Emir of Yanbo on 
his voyage to Suez at the end of January. ‘The Khedivial Company themselves 
propounded a scheme for suppiving a complete cuthitof five or six beacons at a 
ttle over £100 each, but the Hejazi authorities found this beyond their means 
and preferred to undertake the essential work themselves. 


Approach to Jedda, 


61, Sir A. Ryan had sotne general conversation with the Emir Feisal, during 
the latter's formal visit on the Ist Fobraary, about the desirability of port 
improvements. The Emir assured him that the whole subject was receiving 
‘earnest consideration. Inshallah | 


Indian Visitors, 


62. Three members of the Round Table Conf 

intention of paying short visits to the Hejaz on their Two of thom, 
including Sir Akbar Hydari, abandoned the visite. ‘The third, Nawab Mar Jang, 
Foreign Minister of the Nizam of Hyderabad, arrived with his family on tho 
10th February and left on the 15th February after visiting Mocen and Medina 
‘The Legation had asked for ordinary facilitien ‘The result was that Tbn Saud 
took complete porsession of the Nawab and himself mado all arrangements as 
for a Royal gueat. 


Yacht ** Sister Anne.” 


63, Tho yacht “* Sister Anne,” having on board the owner, tho Hon, Mrs. R. 
Fellowes (a French lady, fe Decarea), and two other ladies,’ visited Jedda in 
February, She called at Yanbo on her way north, with the assent of the Hejari 
Government, intending merely to lie off for the night. In the event the ladies 
wero very hospitably wolcomed on shore by the local authorities 


Legation Staf. 
64, Mr. Wikeley returned from sick leave on the 20th January after 


undergoing an operation for appendicitis in Egypt. Mr. Hope-Cill went on Tong 
leave on the 30¢h January. ‘i : 


Book on Stamps. 


5 Captain CC: Lewis ofthe Legation Staff project bok oa Hejaz-Nojd 
stamps since 1926. His Majesty's Minister has asked unofficially on his behalf 
for facilities and permission to dedicate the book to Ibn Saud, Sheikh Yusuf’s 
reaction in February was favourable. 


Meteorological. 


66. After the middle of January the climate was unusually clement until 
the end of Fe hot much hotter than in a really warm English summer, 
minus the rain, of which there was very little. Owing to Mr. Hope-Gill's absence 
it is proposed to reserve the meteorological record until the May-dune report 

ind then, if possible, to give the figures for the first six months of 1931. 





























Aprenptx. 
Nationality Law. 


Consolidated text eat the effect of the Amending Regulation of 
February 1931 on the original Regulation on Hejazi Nati 
Rabi-al-Awwal, 1345 (the 20th September, 1028} 


which is not expressly changed, are nevertheless affected by the extension of the 
Regulation to Nejd as well as the Fejaz 


Reoutavion or Haz-Nejet Nationatsry. 


(Article 1 of the Amending Regulation provides that the regulation, the 
title of which is thus altered, shalt apply to subjects of the Hejaz and of Nejd and 
its dependencies, Article 4 provides that “All dealings and acts done in 
accordance with the original regulation since its promulgation up to the 
promulgation of this amendment shall be deemed lawtul, effective and 
unchangeable.") 
Article 1. Persons of Hejaz origin or residence, who were Ottoman subjects 
before the Great War, are considered Hejazis, 
Art, 2 Persons born of Hejazi parents, or whose father is a Hojazi, are 


is 
"MATL. 8 (modified throughout) —Keery person born in the territories of the 

Hejas or Nejd will be deemed a Hejasi or Nejdi national, subject to the provision 
that persons born in those territories of foreign parents shall have the right to 
apt for the original nationality oftheir parents during one year after they reach 
the age of 18, and if they fail to notify the Hejaz-Nejd authorities of their 
choise during that fred period they shall lose their right to eet, 

‘Art. 4 Any Moslem who is not a minor and has resided in the Hejaz for 
threo consecutive years is entitled to adopt Hejaz natiouality after ap) 
to the authorities either directly or indirectly. 

Art, 5, Hejaz nationality may be granted by a «pecial Royal irada to any 
Moslem, when auch appears to the advantage of the Hejaz 

‘Art. 6. A Hejazi eannot adopt foreign nationality, either in the Fojaz or 


abroad, without proper authorisation from the Hejaz Government, which can 


only be by Royal irada, 

(Article 6 of tho Amending Regulation adds the further provision. that 
““Hojazi_ or Nejdi nationalk who renounce their nationality and become 
naturalised ns tiationals of a foreign State without permission of the Hejaz-Nejd 

avernment will not be allowed to reside in or return to the Hejaz or Nejd."") 

Art, 7. Hejazix who accept military service under a foreign Government 
without previous anthority from the Hejaz Government may lose their Hejar 
nationality, Such persons may also be prohibited from returning to or residing 
in the Hejaz 

Art. 8. A woman of alien nationality who marries a Hejazi becomes « 
Hejani, and will not lose her Flojaz nationality on termination of the marriage, 
unless she reside abroad and readopt her former nationality. A Hejazi woman 
who marries an alien reassumes her Hejax nationality on termination of the 
marriage. 

__ Art, 9. When a Hejazi adopts « foreign nationality, his young (minor!) 
children do not assume that nationality while they are resident in the Hejaz. 

If thoir residence is in a place other than the territories of the Hejaz or Nejd 
and the nationality regulation of the country in which their father has been 
naturalised does not entitle them to adopt that nationality, they will remain 
Hojazis or Nejdis, but if such regulation of the country in which their father hae 
deen naturalised entitles them to adopt that nationality, they will have the right 
to renert to Hejasi or Neji nationality when they reach the age of 18 if they 
choore to do #0. 

(0) Printed in itatlen 
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Art. 10 (modified throughout)—Eeery person who was resident in the 
territories of the Hejaz or Nejd at the date of the promulgation of the Regulation 
on Nationality of Rabi-al-A wwal 1345 shall be deemed Hejazi or Nejdi unless 
Ais foreign nationality iz proced by official documents, 

Art. 11, This regulation is to he considered effective as from the date of 
promulgation. 

Our Viceroy is charged with the application of this law. 

(Article 9 of the Amending Regulation empowers the Viceroy to issue 
instructions relative to the application of the provisions of both regulations, 
Article 10 brings the Amending Regulation into force from the date of 
promulgation.) 





(1B 2222/2922, No. 92. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Menderson.—(Reeeiced April 29.) 
0, 128) 
Sir, Jedda, Aprit 2, 1984 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 5 of Oth January last, T have the honour 
to state that, in the coursc of general conversation with Sheikh Yousuf Yasin 
on the 20th’ March, T remarked that T maw by the " Near Kast" of the 
12th February that he was making good progrens with the nogotiations with 
France and Italy. The sheikh seemed to think that I was getting at him in 
somo way, Ho said that he had not sen the " Near East,"" and would have 
preferred that nothing shoald be published until all was settled. 1 told him 
that 1 was only interested in tho matter in a general way, just ax the Hojaz-Nojd 
Minister in London might be interoated in ¢ naval nogotiations. 1 had 
raiuch too rach b f otherwise. 

2. This elicited a very alight burst of confidence. ‘The sheikh said that the 
negotiations with France and Ttaly wore getting on, but that the attitude of 
Great Britain had created some difficulty. d surprise, and asked 
what he meant. He explained that he was not ret » interference, but to 
the fact that France and Italy wanted certain things that had been conceded to 
His Majesty's Government, notably an article on slavery, which the Hejaz 
Government wore not prepared to agreed to. I said nothing further about the 
French and Italian position in this matter, but observed that alavery was, of 
cours, a very important question. It interorted my own Government greatly, 
and it was an international question which intorested all Powers belonging to 
the League of Nations. I referred to my conversation with Fuad Bey {Hamza 
last summer (see my despatch No, 187 of the 28rd July, 1930) 

3. Sheikh Yussuf was emphatio that. Tbn Saud bad taken the moat steingent 
measures to prevent the importation of slaves. He had also taken measures to 
prevent persons being sold into slavery in the interior of hix dominions, #.g., by 
persons coming on pilgrimage. 

4. The most interesting points in what the sbelkh sald were his admission 
that the pilgrimage might be an occasional means of bringing slaves on to the 
market, and a remark that it was contrary to religious law that people should 
be sold into slavery in this way. 

5. Lhave no means of ascerteining to what extent any prohibition of import 
of slaves is enforced. [tis obvious that 10 long as there i a supply and a demand, 
such measures can be easily circumvented, either with the connivance of competent 
local authorities or by landing slaves from dhows away from seaports, It is at 
least satisfactory that Thu Saud, while unwilling to commit himself to other 
Powers and entirely recalcitrant to any idea of supprowing slavery ax an 
institution, is conscious of his cotmitment to His Majesty's Government. It in 
‘useful to remind him of it from time to time, ax opportinities occur, 

T have, &e. 
ANDREW RYAN, 
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(B 2225 /387/25) 98. 


ir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderson.—(Received April 29.) 
(No. 126) 
Sir, Jedda, April 2, 1931, 

I HAVE the honour to state that Sheikh Yussuf Yasin called on me on the 
1st April to talk over privately the general state of the relations between His 
Majesty's Governinent and Ibn Saud. He had proposed this visit, without 
indicating its object, at the end.of a personal letter informing me of the settlement 
of the question of the arrears due to the Eustern Telegraph Company. When he 
came, he explained that he had hung his request to see me on to that mutter, 
bocatise there was a connexion between it and the 
now had in view. He had thought of putting what he ha 
the King had preferred that he should do it by word of m 

2. ‘The ahoikh expatiated, in the kind of langu 
accustomed, on Ibn Saud’s desire for sincere friendship wit 
Great Britain, From a general statement, of which this wax 
extracted four points, which, after hearing it, 1 enumerated for the purposes of 
my reply. They were as follows :— 

(1) The King and hix Government had of Inte been reduced to a state of per- 

plexity by the severe attitude in the recent past of His Majesty's 
Government and myself. They were atious lon thin attitude sbeald 
reflect a change of policy towards this country. 

(2) The sevurity in question hind been exhibited more particularly in 
connexion with the Transjordan frontier question, (In this part of 
his statement, the sheikh «poke of the frontior question ax one in which 
his Government regarded thempctves as being the injured party.) 

(8) Similar soverity bad marked my representations in connexion with the 
Eaatern Telograpl: Company clrir 

(4) The sheikh binted, eather than said, that my own recent language had 
been peculiarly stiff and rigorous and had contributed to the 
dinquietnide of the King and the Hejari Government, 


5 plied ut considerable length to Sheikh Yount Yasin, thinking that st 


‘auld bo useful 1 npeak to him candidly, thoagh temperatly, provide 1 confined 
myself to personal expressions of opinion. ‘The general tenive of the conversation 
was tore fmportant than its details nnd it is therefore unncesaury to record what 
passed, excopt in brief ontline 

4." Having isolated Sheikh Yunuf's points ax above, I took them in reverse 
order. explained my personal position ax being that of & Minister who had beon 
appointed hero in rather unosual circumstances in order to promote the growth 
OF good relations already existing, I hud held in agreement with the King and 
Fund Boy Hamza that frankness, even if it womotimes entailed disagreeably strong 
language, was the beet diplomacy. If my methods led tothe failure of my eflort, 
Tafould not shrink particularly from being relicved ‘of post which bad ts 
disadvantages, despite my interest in my work and the Kindness which T had 
rece 

5. ‘Turing to particular questions, T reminded Sheikh Yussuf that 1 had 
dlimsused many questions of importance since Ube beginning of February, and Lint 
the two he had named were the only two which had given rise to sorious trouble, 
Tho others had not all been settled, but some of them had been disposed of an 
the rest were following # normal course 

6. Thad, Tsaid, taken n strong line on the question of the Eastern Telegraph 
Company, simply because it had gone on for years and had become a scandal, 
owing to the failure of the Hejnzi Postal Administration to carry out its 
obligations under the agrvement. 

7. Trvcapitulated the history of the Transjordan frontier question through 
out the period during which I had dealt with it ultimate conyersation with 
Sheikh Yusuf Yasin eurly in February had been faitly satisfactory. dust ake 
that time, however, His Majesty’s Government had been strongly impressed by a 
report from Captain Glubb, whose views were endorsed by all other competent 
observers in Transjordan. “They considered it necessary to make the strongest 
possible representations and after mature consideration of every material factor, 


mm 


including my latest conversation, they had decided that it was imperative to take 
strong line 

8. Ltold Sheikh Yussuf that 1 was a talkative man. He would have noticed 
that, except for two passing relerences, 1 had kept complete silence on this 
question since my audience ou the Zud March, The reason for that was that His 
Majesty's Government were themselves dealing with the matter. 1 had no 
Authority to discuss it further, If I were to express my personal opinion, it 
would be that the recent communications from the Hejazi Government had been 
unsatisfactory. ‘The matter was, however, out of my hands and I could not say 
what its outcome would be. 

9. I then took Sheikh Yussut’s first point. 1 said that there was uo general 
change in Lis Majesty's Goverument towards Ibn Saud. Neverth ‘less, particular 
Questions might alfect the relations of States, if they were of sutlicient importance, 
The Eastern Telegraph Company question was tot of that itmportance, The 
Transjordan question might be. Even #0, it was the practice of His Majesty's 
Goverument to deal ax {ar ax possible with all questions, even the most Impartant, 
on their individual merits. ‘They had not, for instance, allowed the Transjordan 

tion to stand in the way of Nuri Pasha's visit as they might bave done even 

yh they were no longer directly concerned in th otintions for which he 
was coming, They had, like the Hejazi Government, given no publicity to the 
existence of au acute controversy, Had they lot it be known, Tbn Saud might 
have sustained damage, ¢g., it would have affected the Indian pilgrimage, the 
only clement in the whole of this year’s pilgrimage which scemed likely to be up 
to last year's strength. r 

10; As for myself, ¥ said, I had continued to discuss other questions which 
were already in hand.’ The only change 1 had made was that'T had delayed 
cortain communications pending a settlement of the one capital question, I ad 
been at pains to avoid any fresh cause of quartel, ¢g., 1 sai one cane voted 
with great restraint over a new non-political question, that of the Coveraient 
chauffenrs. We then had some conversation on that subject, on which 1 have 
reported separately 

11 My main object throughout thix conversation was to impress Sheikh 
‘Yursuf with the extreme importance of the Transjordan frontier question, without, 
Involving myvelf in any discussion of its recent phases, Though perturbed aver 
it, he gave mo the impression of thinking that it hnd caused to be acute, as, for 
instance, when he said that iad waited until things were easier to make his 
general communication. When he was Jeaving T axked him to convey my. Pespecte 
to the King and to assure Hix Majesty that I wan always striving for-a good 
understanding; but T added that there was one cloud, and that that clotid had not 
been oo 

r ‘am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's» High Commu. 
sioners at Jerusalem and Bagdad and to the Government jin, Fore, 
Political Denar: usd nent of India, Foreign and 

T have, &o, 


ANDREW RYAN. 


ee 
(B 2230/2/25) No. 94. 


Sit A. Ryan to Mr. A, Henilerson—(Reoeieod Aprit 29) 
ety AO i (Received sprit 20.) 
Sir, Jedida, April 19, 198, 
WITH reference to ty telegram No. 81 of the Oth instant, T have the honour 
to submit a fuller accomit of the Pivceedings during the visit of the Prime 
Minister for Traq to this country, Although it may be some little time bofore 1 
can wend thin despatch, 1 think it will conduce to clarity if T embody in it all 
that T know of what passed while Nuri Pasha was actually here and reserve for 
# forther report anything that I may hear from the other side in due course, 
Nuri Pasha arrived in Jedda by Khedivial steamer fron Suer on the 
morning of Easter Sunday. the Sth April, accompanied by three other delegates, 
pamely, Taha Pasha Fl Hashimi, Muwaflag Bey El Alousi and Abi 
Manaiisi,  Considerin it appropriate in the circumstances to show special 
courtesy, although the mission were the guests of the Hejazi Government, f ment 
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‘Mr. Wikeley to present complituents to Nuri Pasha on board and myself met him 
‘on the quay. 

From what the Pasha told Mr. Wikeley, it appeared that he expected to 
find Ibn Saud in Jedda. As a matter of fact, not only the King but our nominal 
Minister for Foreign Affairs sat tight in Mecca. Minor officials greeted Nuri 
Vasha on board, and Sheikh Yusut Yasin, with the Governor of Jedda and 
others, received him on the quay, A respectable guard was turned out and there 
were plenty of cars, but the reception otherwise was, perhaps, hardly adequate 
to the principal visitor's rank, according to oriental ideas. 

4” [had understood that Nuri Pasha would be accommodated at the villa 
outside Jedda usually assigned to official European visitors of high rank, and bad 
supposed that the main negotiations wonld take place in Jedda. It was, in fact, 
the intention that the mission should be put up at Kandara, at any rate forthe 
first night, and that Yusuf Yasin should give a dinner, to which I was to be 
bidden.” This plan was upset, apparently by Nuri Pasha himself, and the mission 
vant on to Meee in the eftetnoon. I at frat supposed that this might be due to 
an objection on the Pasha's part to being put off with Sheikh Yusuf Yasin, but 
Teannot affirm this now. ‘The Pasha had expected to arrive on the 4th April and 
to leave on the 11th. The Khedivial time table did not allow of his getting here 
before the Sth and necessitated his leaving on the 8th or th. Expedition was 
theroforv easontial, and it was certainly a more practical plan, as Thn Saud elected 
to remain in Meced, to mobilise everybody concerned there as soon as possible. 

5. The same need for haste probably accounted for the fact that the Pasha 
did not call on me after his arrival, although he sent a card. Nothing in our 
‘subsequent intercourse could justify mo in supposing that he wished to ignore me 
‘or come the Promier over a Hritiah representative of inferior rank. When I met 
him ho hailed mo aa ait old friend, for he had come to se me in 1918 or 1914 
when he was a young officer in Constantinople for some political purpos, T 

thered afterwards that it had to do with the events which led to the arrest by 
the Turkish Government of the well-known El Masri and the intervention of the 
Hritiah Rmbasry to provent bis bing pat to death. 

6. So the mission and Sheikh Yusuf Yasin hurried off to Mecoa on the 
afternoon of the Gth April. I heard nothing further until the 7th, when the 
telephone wires buzzed with enquiries about steamers to take Tabs Pasha and 
Muwatfag Bey to Hodoidah and Nuri Pasha himself to Suez. T received the xame 
day a reply to a suggestion T had broached just after the mission arrived th 
they should dine at the Legation any night that would fit in with the official 

rogeammne. T had not pursued this further after the mission's departure for 
Mecca, but T received a spontaneous intimation on the 7th that they and Yasuf 
Yasin would dine with us next evening, but that the Emir Feisal could not leave 
Mecca ‘There waa till no news of the progres of the negotiations 

7, On the afternoon of the Oth Sheikh Yuauf Yasin telephoned to ash 
whother we sbould mind if he and Nuri Pasha were late for dinner. He added, 
ou Nuri Pasha’s bebalf and his own, that things were going well and that 
‘everything was nearly settled, I replied that, if they brought news of a complete 
agreement on all important matters, it would be a happy evening for me as well 
‘an for thom. ‘This little bit of encouragement wax my only intervention in the 

Later, I heard that all the important questions had been 

it difficulty, ond when the Pasha and the Sheikh arrived late 

tion they were extremely pleased both with themselves and with each 

ther. The utmost good feling prevailed at our parts. which was attended by 

Nuri Pasha, Ahmed Bey, Sheikh Yusuf, with other’ local notables, selected 

mombers of the British community and the representatives of countries bordering 
on I 


‘BT have related theee individaslly trivial incidents in detail, as they show 
the setting of the frst meeting of eapital importance in which Iraq and Hejaz- 


Nojd have met, concious of the presence of His Majesty's Government in the 
background, but uot looking to them for guidance event has proved me 
wrong in my forecast that they would be unable to agree without British 
mediation. Tt almost looks as though both sides wished to show how well Arabs 
could get on if left to themselves; but it is only fair to add that, when T warmly 
congratulated Nuri Pasha and Sheikh Yusuf Yasin on the outcome, they 
acknowledged handsomely how much they owed to Great Britain and her 
representatives. 


us 


9. As regards the actual negotiations, I can add little material to what I 

telegraphed. Sheikh Yusuf ssid that he hoped to see me in two or three 
days after a necessary return to Mecca, Meanwhile I have only the information 
which Nuri Pasha gave me on the evening of the 8th April. He expressed 
spontaneously a wish to tell me something about what had passed. We talked 
privately for over an hour after dinner, but I confined myself to asking only such 
Suestions as arose out of hs explanations and! put only one important question 
of my own, namely, whether he had disposed of the Mashbur affair. He 
replied to this question affirmatively but without going into detail 

10. Nari Pasha did not dwell on the question of the desert posts, but it 
appeared from his rather vague statement that it had once more been agreed to 
have recourse to arbitration after a further attempt to settle the matter amicably. 
He had had difficulty in getting the " Bon-Voisinage" Agreement actually sighed, 
The Hejazis raised all sorts of points of detail, and it was evident fram what 
the Pasha told me that they were ail reloctant to commit Uonselves nally to 
“ Bon-Voisinage " without 


riven to the 
clause on political offenders in the textof the Extradition Agreement, Sari Pasha 
spoke more of the play which he had made with the Traqi law on raiding and of 
the letter in agreed terms which it was finally sottled that he should write. on 
that subject, He gave me no detail of the wubsidiary questious which the King 
had wished to discuss, such as wells ncar the frontier, tho collection of taxes it 
the neuteal zono and Wakfs, but said that the King liad acospted his view that 
these mattors could bo settled best in later correspondance. He left Mecca without 
having actually signed the Extradition Agreement, but the text signed 
Minister for Foreign ASairs on tho 8th April was brought to Jedd: 
and Nuri Pasha signed it here on the morning of the 9th April. Tt ix interesting, 
{o note that the Prinee Minister apparently played no role excopt mw nighatory 
of texte, 
11. Nuri Pasha seemed to he confident, of putting both the agreements 
through the Iraq Parliament before the end of the'preselt. Noun 
1. T'was strack by the Pusha’ eagerness 12 get the question of Sultan 
Al Ateash and hia followors settled on the basin of their being received in Iraq. 
That taunt be ny tintin for, trbling you with a Peparate telegram on & 
yject with whi ve ‘cousion to deal previously, al 
ia eee Gee nae cua eee 
Nuri Pasha sai bbeon anxious to explain to the King his 
reasons for sending Taha Pasha £1 Hashiai and Muwallog Bey to Sang ed ve 
asur himwelf that i would not ndispose Ibu Saud if they went on straight from 
here. ‘To me he explained that Taba Pasha had beon employed as Chief of Stall, 
1 did not gather whea of by what Goverament, in the Yetnen and knew the Imax 
i. He was tarofore pesulaely qualified oxplore a situation of which 
ttle was known, He believed that His Majesty's Government themselves had 
only scanty information, Taba Pasha and his colleagues were unable to catch a 
soath-bound steamer leaving here on the Sth April and stayed behind in Mocca 
vt The Punks mento meal 
1 1a mentioned one matter not recorded in my telegrams, q 
that he had reconciled Thn Saud to Dr, Abdullah Dazaluji- and had recotved a 
fricndly message from His Majesty to deliver to that gentleman 
_ 18. Nuri Pasha left Jedda on the Oth August by the Khedivial steamer 
which had brought him and which delayed ite return to Suez twenty-four hours 
to give hin more time. He was sen off by mach the same local notables as had 
received him, except. that I think Sheikh Yusuf Yasin went on board. ‘The 
Turkish and Persian representatives, Mr, Wikeley and T alno weot to the quay 
16, Altogether the mission has been a greater success than T Had dared to 
anticipate. sides have shown qualities of satesmanship. ‘They. will 
doubtless quarrel a great deal in the future, but the present agreement with 
them marks a notable advance along the toad which His Majesty's Government 
wish to see the Arab States follow in their relations with each other. If Nuri 
Pasha bas a fault it is, perhaps, that he exaggerates his personal succoss with 
(6131) 1 
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people like the King: and Sheikh Yusuf Yasin” He is, 1 fancy, too much of a 
3 in externals and too little of a practising Moslem to appeal to. them 
really. On the other hand, he ssame vo Rave beok both bosinectice and son, 
ciliary, and his general qualities could not fail both to impress and to attract 
others, however different their outlook, "He seems to have a gift for remembering 
ple. Changes of hair and headdress make recognition diffieult. in the Near 
East of to-day, but it was delightful to see the Prime Minister of Iraq twice 
chuck the Hejazi Director General of Military Organisation uader the chin when 
the former discovered an old colleague in the latter; and the Pasha and the 
‘Turkish Chargé d'Affaires were with difficulty parted at 1 A.t. after they had 
loeated a common past i 

7, I am souding copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Hit 

Commissioners for Tong and Transjordan. mene sea 
Thave, 0. 
ANDREW RYAN. 





(B 2181/387/25) No. 95. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda) 
(fslegrepbic) Re a ae 
‘olographic.) R. Foreign Office, April 30, 1931, 

Your telegram No. 110 of 26th April ; Raiding easier the Trans. 
jordan-Hojaz-Nejd frontier. 

1 Javernment do not rep regarding local mpervision of arrango- 

uil restoration of loot, sir failure to do so, if deliberate, is most 
unsatisfactory, and they should in any case be pressed to accept proposal of His 
Majesty's Government, and to agree that restitution should take place in every 
‘case an soon as sanction of Governments is received. 

Conditions attached by Hejazi Government to attendance of sheikhs 
som likely to render their presonce purposoless. His Majesty's Government 
desire that in cases where Government reprosentatives think it advisable, repre- 
sentative sheilchs, who are people direetly involved and responsible, and are alone 
possessed of full knowledge of fucts, should be enabled to give evidence to the 
reprowmntative of either Government, ‘Tf you think fit, you may say that restrictive 
conditions which Hejazi Government seek to impose on this point threaten to 
dofeat chiof object of meeting and ean only convey impression that Hejazi 
Government ure not genuinely ‘anxious to reach satisfactory settlement. 

%, Hin Majesty's Government propose that pronouncement against raiding 
abould be made on aame dato by both sides. Please urge Hejazi Government to 
‘agree and to propose ently date for simultaneous publication in terms proposed. 

“4. Please take notion on above lines as soon as you learn that High Com- 
‘missioner for Transjordan has no objection. I leave manner, form and force of 
‘your representations on each point to your discretion in light of your appreciation 
of ber attitade. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No, 55.) 


(1B 2181 /387/25) No. 06. 


Acting High Commissioner for Transjordan to the Secretary of State for the 
‘olonies.—(Recrived in Foreign Office, May 7.) 


(No, 40.) 


legeapic.) May 5, 1931, 
ILLOWING addressed to sJedda, telegram No. 30 — 


* Secretary of State’s telegram No, 56 of 30th April, paragraph 4. 1 
‘have no objection." 
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(B 2417/387/25. No. 97. 


ir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson —(Received May 7.) 
(Tele .) R. Jedda, May 7, W931. 

“FRANSJORDAN telegram No, 39 to me, repeated to Colonial Ole, . 

‘As all Hejaz personages concerned are at Mecca, I took following action on 
6th May :— 

T addressed note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs consisting of formal 
preamble and numbered paragraphs stating points in your telegram No, 76 
trangy ‘so as to follow order in which they arise out of recent correspondence. 

ragraph 1 is based on your paragraph 3 with addition of request for 
information as to manner-in which Hejax Government propose to give necessary 
publicity to announcement. : x ; 

Paragraph 2 is based on your paragraph 1, omitting suggestion of deliberate 
omission, but restating desideratum in express terms, 

Paragraph 3 closely follows your paragraph 2, omitting words "‘can any 
{sic} only convey " to the end. 

Concluding paragraph states that these points are put forward with the sole 
object of making meeting the means of arriving at settlement whereby frontior 
situation may be on sound basis, and recommends them to the earnest attention 
of the King and Government. 

T addressed simultaneously to Fuad personal letter, of which the following 
very condensed summary :— 

“ Correspondence up to date has produced two results, viz. ugreement on 
preliminary meeting and agreement on further roceting ax won ax details of 
rocedure are settled to dispose of recent raids. I need not now aay anything 

Further about the former, except to repeat what I said to Yusuf Yasia as to 

importance of elasticity, "I cannot conceal unfavourable impression made on 

His Majesty's Government by restrictions with which Hejaz Government 

have sought to murround the other meeting. Please read note to-day in the 

light of this statement, which I prefer to make personally in view of our 
int desire to bring matters to xuccessful issue, His Majesty's Government 

Taving reluctantly agreed to decisions being ad referendum, itis all the more 

important that there should be 00 daub or delay over restitution once they 

ard sanctioned, His Majesty's Government havo also agreed that sheilcha 
should be summoned only when essntial, Surely they should then be at the 

Gisposal of hoth representatives acting in agreement. I should have 

referred to dicuss these and other points personaly.” 1 cannot suggest 
lay in official correspondence as His Majesty's Government desire earliest 
ible sottlement, but if we could meet within two or three days it would 

Contribute to the aitainment of our common object.” 


(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 144.) 





( B 2418 /387/25) No. 98. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson. —(Received May 
(No. 


(Te ie.) 

MY ‘immediately preceding telegram. 

While using latitude kindly allowed me as regards form, I have followed 
your instructions as closely as possible, adding only request for information on 
inethod of public announcement. I consider it important in looal conditions to 
obtain explicit statement on this point. I do not think any answer returned 
can be of such a nature as to embarrass Transjordan authorities. Personal letter 
has two objects. First is to emphasise distinction between the two meetings, which 
memorandum of Hejaz Government ignored ond which may be important if 
discussion of precedure at second meeting is further prolonged; second object 

[6131] 12 


Jedd, May 7.1981, 























16 


is to play upon Fuad's probable wish to get credit of overcoming such difficulties 
as may be attributed to Yusuf Yasin, while acting for him. If he comes to 
Jedda in the near future I will follow letter up in conversation, 

T trust T may receive earliest possible information regarding final arrange- 
ments and, of course, of preliminary meeting. 

(Ropeated to Transjordan, No. 145.) 


[8 2481 /1110/25) No, 99. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda), No, 185, and to Mr. R. 1. Campbell 
(Washington), No, 648, mutatis mutandis, 


a Foreign Office, May 9, 1931. 

1 HAVE to inform you that a member of the United States Embassy in 

London called at this Department on the 7th May in order to convey the 

information that, under instructions from the State Department, the United 

States Ambassador had, on the 2nd May, formally notified the Minister of the 

Hojas and Nejd that the United States Government officially recogoised King 
ad, 

2. ‘Tho United Statex Fmbasy had no information as to whether the United 
States Government to send a diplomatic or consular aiicer to Jedda, but 
‘appeared to consider it unlikely that any such step would be taken in’ the 
immediate future, 

3. A similar despatch is being addressed to His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Washington. ease 

am, 


ARTHUR HENDERSON. 


Si 


[8 2399/1098 /25) No. 100. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Si R, Graham (Rome), 
(ho. 994, 
ir, Foreign Ofice, May 11, 1951. 

AB you are aware from the euslonure in my despatch’ No 103 of the 
16th February, regarding the absorption of Asir into the dominions of King 
Ibn Saud, it Was proposed to instruct Hix Majesty's Minister at Jedda not to 
commit His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom to the recognition of 
thin change in the status of Avir, nor, in the absence of further instructions, to 
take any action wich could be regarded as implying such recognition. 

2." Before the concurrence of the interested Departments in this course of 
action could be obtained, the situation waa, however, changed by the receipt from 
Sir A. Ryan of the telegram of which a copy is enclored.() Ax Sir A. Ryan 
pointed ont, the request contained in the Hejazt Government's note assumed the 
Acquiewence of His Majesty's Government in the newly modified status of Asi 
With the result that any reply returned to that note would imply such recognition, 
‘unless the contrary were explicitly stated, 

3. Your Excellency will remember that in 1927, at the time of the Rome 
converastions regarding the interests of His Majesty's Government aud of the 
Italian Government in the Red Sea, an undertaking was given to the Italian 
Government to the effect that His Majesty's Government would not volunteer 
recognition of the Treaty of Mecca, by which King Ibn Saud’s original 
protectorate over Asit was established, and that, while it might be impossible 
to dofer this recognition indefinitely, they would in any case withhold recognition 
‘of the territorial provisions and implications of that treaty. It esems clear that 
this undertaking would 4 fortior’ preclude recognition of the new status of Asir 

ting trom the later afrangenaat recently concluded between ing Ton Saul 


res 
and the Tdrisi, by which Asir is now for practical purposes ceded to King Tha 
Saud in full sovereignty. lis Majesty's Gorernent are, however, ofthe 

that it would be difficult to abstain from retorning an answer to the 


() Prom Jedd, No. 62-2, Telograpble, March 14. 


7 


Hejazi Government's note of the 11th March, and to other communications 
affecting Asir which may be received in the future, and that it would be 
undesirable to. refuse explicitly to recognise what must in their opinion now be 
regarded as the de facto and de jure status of Asir. 

4, I shall be gind if, in the light of these considerations, you will now 
discuss the positon frankly with the Italinn Government. You should point 
‘out. to them that the situation has materially changed since the date of the 
undertaking given by yourself and the late Sir G. Clayton at Rome in 1927; 
that, as the result of the complete surrender by the Idrisi of all his powers of 
internal government to King tba Saud, it eeome clear that the Idrist's lerrito 
can now ouly be regarded, from the standpoint of international uw, as a part 
of King Ibn Sand's dominions; and that there are considerable practical obstacles 
in the way of refusing to communicate with the Hejazi Government regneding 
Asir, as exemplified by the prevent case. In these circumstances, His Majesty's 
Government propose, subject to any observations which the Italian Government 
may wish to offer, forthwith officially to recognise the elects of the new arrange- 
ment made between Iba Sand and the Idrisi and the new status of Asir. 

5. L trust dhat the Italian Government will be ready to return a favourable 
reply on this subject at an, early date, more especially as the complete absorption 
of Asir into Ibn Saud’ dominions is a fact which they will themselves almost 
certainly be obliged to accept, if they conclude with the Hejazi Government the 
treaty which they are at petal in procees of nagtinting. 

a, 


ke. 
ARTHUR HENDERSON. 


(1 2484/28/25) No. 101. 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderton.—(Received May 12.) 


148) 
Jeitda, April 17, 1981, 

WITH reference to my tlogram No, 19 of tho Sad February, T havo the 
honour to stato that Fuad Bey Hamza returned to Jedda on the 13th April and 
informed me by anes letter of the 19th April that he had resumed his 
dutios, ive. thove of Under-Secretary for Foreign. Affairs, 

2. Although Fund Bey’s illnos in December and January was undoubtedly 

wine, many people thought him unlikely to retuen to the Hejaz: “Now that 
he hax come: it mem to be seen what balance will be established between 
him and Sheikh Yusuf Yasin, whose position with the King is strong and who 
has since the beginning of Febranry beon thrust into close contact with the foreign 
Fopresentatives, It will no be interesting to see how much of his tin Fuad Tay 
wall spend in Jodda, either as a visiting representative of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs or as head of 8 properly-oranived local branch of the Ministry. 

3. Tt has been evident during the Inst two or three months that tho 
Emir Feisal himself plays no effective role as Minister for Foreign Affairs, He 
does not appear to have had anything to do with the recent negotiations. with 
Tag except when texts had to be T doubt whether he has even fallawod 
the correspondence about Tranajordan. On one occasion when T xn 
Sheikh Yusuf Yasin that certaln Britis persons on sehose, 
iiad made oral representations to him lind been rebuked hy the Hajaai Goveto 
ment for appealing to the hie maid that there could be no connexion 
because only he, the King, my Ay. and myself had had knowledge of our 
conversation. ft did not occur to the sheikh to include in his list the Minister 
whose Acting Under-Secretary he theoretically was at the time. 

4 aun sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's High Commis. 
sioners for Traq and ‘Transjordan, the Honourable the Paitical Resident. in the 
Persian Gulf and to the Secretary to the Government of Ludin in the Foreign 
and Political Department. WARK be 

6 


ANDREW RYAN 
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[B 2498/387/25) No. 102. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson —(Received May 12.) 
(No. 130.) 
‘Tel 3 Jedda, May 11, 1981. 


T urged only way out of 
condi 


only 


(Repeated to Tranajordan, No, 154) 


[ B 2513/87/25) No. 108. 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Receteed May 12) 


(No. 131.) 
fe ‘uphio.) R. Jedd, May 2, 1981 
TORLOWING is wommary mentioned in my immediately preceding 
telegram »— 
1. Hejaz Government agree that publication whould be simultaneous 
In their opinion, it should take place on earliest possible date. ‘They suggest 
1th May. As to method, they propose to instruct all Governors by telegraph 
to spread annotincement amongst Bedouin in their areas as soon as possible. 
‘a2 Hajax Government have, from the outst, not.oppossd eatiest 
possible restitution of loot. They welcome anything, which will expedite 
settlement of past incidents, ‘They have thorefore instructed Tha Zeid that 
‘when final decision has been approved by both Governments restitution shall 
be effected reciprocally in respect of all claims from date of MacDonnell 
en 


aul up to now, 

“"3. Opinion held by Government regarding attendance of sheikh is, ax 
‘tated already, that presence at the same meeting of sheikhs from both sides 
may produce unfavourable consequences, as on previous occasions when 
fruitless meetings have taken place, 

““Hlejaz Government consider continued coleting of Bedouin without 

a 


being able to secure for them part of their rights may diminish their 
consideration in the eyes of tribes. Having seen no result from past meetings, 
they cannot be made to attend except under compulsion, and if they are 
forced they may commit acts, such as disturbance of serenity of meeting. 
Occurrence of such incidents is not naturally desired by Governments, and 
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Hejaz Government cannot accept responsibility for them. Moreover, when 
louin realise that they are being called to meeting with a view to recovery 
of loot in their ion, they will not come willingly, and if Government 
use compulsion they may fly into Transjordan. I must request Hic Majesty's 
Government to undertake not to give asylum to persons seeking it in these 
circumstances 
“On the receipt of His Majesty's Government's reply on the first two 
questions mentioned above, instructions can be issued. Text is not clear ax 
to which questions are referred to.” 


(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 155.) 


(B 2800/208/25) No. 104 
Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Passfiold—(Communicated by Colonial Office, May 4.) 


Sir, Bagdad, April. 9, 1931 

T HAVE the hononr to transmit to you for information copy of a letter from 
the private scoretary to King Feisal on the subject of the visit of the Prime 
Minister of Traq to Transjordan, Egypt and Heyes 

2. Copies of the first to enclosures have been sent to His Majesty's 
Minister at Jeddah, and of the other enclosures to His Majesty's representatives 
‘at Cairo, Trapsjordan and Aden, respectively, 

have, &e. 
¥, H. HUMPHRYS 


Enclosure 1 in No, 104 
Abdullah-al-Haj to Major Young. 


The Royat Court, 
Dear Major Young, Bagdad, March 30, 1981, 

1 AM commanded to forward to you, for the information of his Excellency 
the High Commissioner, copiex of letters which Hix Majesty the King has 
addremed to the Kings and Rulers of the countries now being visited by the 
mission headed by hix Excellency the Prime Minister, Nuri Pasha Al Said, 

Youre sincorely 


Enclomure 2 in No. 104. 
Translation of Letter from King Feisat of Iraq to King Ibn Saud of Hejaz 
‘and Nejd. 


Neje 
My dear Brother, 
BEACE te pon you and the mercy of Gad 
Your letter, dated the 19th of the blessed month (of Ramadan), has bad a 
most pleasant eifect upon oor son}, O dear brother! in view of ite contents of 
exprosiions of kind and noble santizoents towards Hix Majesty, my father, and 
myself, and of the welcome tiews it contained of your Majesty's wellzbeing and 
good health. Task the Almighty to preserve vou and grant you Jong life 
In regand tothe question of Tha Machhur, I have supplied. my Prime 
Minister, Nuri Pasha, with the necessary details on this subject, and, having 
done so, T see no need to add anything here. 1 trust that tho treation a 
Agreements which are to be concluded between our two Governments will Tonve no 
‘opportunity for similar incidents to arive in future, 
"Finally, T wish your Majesty, © my dear brother! health, happiness and 
prosperity. 
Done in Bagdad this 19th day of Ramadan, 1349, corresponding with the 
17th day of February, 193) cs 
FEISAL. 


(ai31) 4 
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Enclosure 8 in No, 104. 
Translation of Letter from King Feisal to King Ton Saud. 


My dear Brother, 

IT is a cause of great pleasure for seize the opportunity of the 
dispatch of our loyal and trusted Prime Minister, Nuri Pasha Al Said, on a 
mission to the conrt of our brother to convey to him our most sincere greetings 
and good wishes, together with our deep thanks for the noble sentiments he has 
expressed in his last telegram.  : 

I bee. my dear brother to know that whenever I recalled my crepe with his 
dear self and the good understanding and friendship which, thanks to God, were 
achieved at that meeting, I felt more and more confident that the bonds of 
friendship which developed at the anid meeting would prove most happily 
effective in cementing the relitious of amity and brotherhood between our two 
kingdoms, It is now most geatifying to me to find that that friendship bas 
tore fruit in ovr common interest nnd that of the whole Arab nation, whom, we 
trust, God will help ux to serve nnd enhance the position thereof, 

‘the object of the deputation of Nuri Pasha Al Said, who admires the high 
character of our brother, and who longs for the honour of attending on hix 
magnificent person, is, firstly, to aign the Agreement of ° Bon-Voisinage,’ 
atrongthen al} the various other relations and Connexions normally of interest to 
friendly sinter countries, and submit our views on the question of the extradition 
of criminals between our sister kingdom, which, but for the fact that it affects 
our relations with other States, would have been settled a long time ago. Our 
dear brother may feel aasored that we shall apare no eflort for the realisation of 
‘our common axpirations in thi« connexion. 

‘As regards other matters which affect the Siding of strong hases calculated 
to help us both to repulse external (! foreign) arohitions and strengthen the 
position of our Arab nation and enhatce ite prewigy among (other) natios, we 

wave confided to Nuri Pasha Al Said the contemplations of our mind on’ the 
‘subject, and T bog tny dear brother to bo #o good as to lend his special and careful 
attention to his (Nuri Pasha’s) representations 

Finally, I wish my dear brother perfect health and prosperity, and his 
people every snccess and happiness, 


Done at Bagdad, this 23rd day of Ramadan, 1349, corresponding with the 
Vith February, 1931 =e 


Enclosure 4 in No, 104. 
Translation of Letter from King Petsal to King Fuad of Egypt. 


My dear Brother, 
PEACE be upon you nnd the mercy af God! 
J take the occasion of the departure of my Prime Minister, Nuri Pasha 
Al Said, for the capital of your Majesty's kindgom, for the signing of the Treaty 
of Htradition beteen ont uno Goveraments as valuable opportnity which { 
should size o introduce him to yu in order that be sould have the boogar of 
atten tw if person, expressing my great res} wo ir noble and 
renewing the Pledge of friendship and nity which Veruse Sill lst for al tine, 
1 HyBtay God to keep you and the grent Royal household in health, prosperity 
sand happiness 


Done at Bagsad, this 29th day of Ramadan, 1349, corresponding with the 
37th day of February, 1931 - . ~ 


11 


Enclosure 5 in No. 104 


Translation of Letter from King Feisal to Imam Yahia of Yemen. 


My dear Brother, 
PEACE be upou you and the mercy of God and his blessing! 
I pray God that this may find you enjoying perfect health, haypiness and 


prosperit 
TThe motive:for the submission 6P uh moeuigo ie the deni to-reauaie the 
relations of friendship and amity vith your Majesty, for Lave always been and 
continue to be among those who admire your Majesty's brilliant. nchievements, 
your good intentions, and your continuous efforts for the mnintenance and 
‘enhancement of the prestige of the ideal faith, and the protection and improve- 
‘ment of that country (of yours) in order that it'should continne to bo, ax it Was at 
the time of your illustrions grandfathers, the most precious som and tho mont 
impregnable stronghold among all the countries of Arnbin 
’e have pleasure in introducing to you the bearer of this our message, who 
enjoys our confidence, Al Fariq Tala Pasha Al Hashim, Chief of Staff of our 
army, and one of our loyal subjects, who had spent long years in your prosperous 
land ‘enjoying the sympathy and high attention of jour Majaty. “He will 
express t0 you the feelings of friendship and amity we cherish towards your 
Majesty. and make representations concerning the increase of the old relations of 
friendship and pledges of amity, in the hope that God (may He bo praised) may 
make of this initial step the bozinning of an early coming eta of common ‘welfare 
for us and for all Arabian countries, 
His Majesty my brother King Ali seizes this occaxion to desive me to submit 
to your Majesty an expression of his friendship, together with his brotherly 


ins 
Finally, we pray the Almighty God to lengtben your fife and grant you and 
your country happiness, prosperity and glory. 


Done in our Bagdad, this 28th day of Ramadan, 1349, 


at 
corresponding with the 16th day of February, 19381. 


Enclosnro 6 in No. 104 


Translation of Letter from King Feival to Amir Abdullah of Transjordan, 


My dear Brother, 

I HAVE great pleasure in deputing, my Prime Ministor, Nuvi Pasha 
Al Said, to your Highnow' court to sign the Treaty of Friendship, and to convey 
to you ny for and bother, my respec and cordial grevtnus 

T bave confided to Nuri Pasha full instructions in regard to all matters 
affecting the common interests of our two comnitries, and charged him to explain 
my views on the Arab alliance idea, advising him to be guided with your views in 
this connexion 

Teruat that with the help of God, our aspirations wil be realised, and that, 
with your help, we shall be able to work for the enhancement of the standing of 
our nation among the nations (of the world). May God help us to do what is 
Fight. He is the source of success. 


Done in Bagdad this 20th day of Ramadan, 1349, corresponding with the 
17th day of February, 1931 









































['E 2526 /387 /25) No, 105. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedi). 

(No. 82) s 

(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, May 14, 1931. 

(TeeR OER ialegram No. 100 of 26th April;-Reciprosa undertaking by Trans 

jordan and Hejazi Governments regarding expalsion of raiding criminals fleeing 

ritory of the other. 

te raree to both your suggestions. Please now submit formala to Hejazi 

Government in manner proposed in final paragraph of Colonial Office telegram 

No. 2 of 24th April to Transjordan, repeated to you as No. 74, 
(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 60.) 





[B 2608 /387/25) No. 106. 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson —(Received May 16.) 


fre erties 2B Jedda, May 6, 1981 
:) YOUR telegram No. 82. tee, 

T have submitted formula ax enclosure to note describing it as proposal of 
His Majesty's Government mado after considering matter “in consultation with 
the authorities concerned in Transjordan.”” ag 

T tako it that words " if possible ” refer to physical porsibility, and have no 
reference to legal difficulties. "I would propose to explain this orally if necessary. 

Tf Hejaz Government agree, I presume I may proceed with exchange af notes. 
Should 1,'in that caso, give undertaking in the name of Hix Majesty's 
‘ment only, or sould T mention the Amir, or otherwise refer to Transjordan 
‘authorities? (End of R.) 


Last point in view of constant insistence by Hojaz Government 
of sole responsibility of His Majesty's Government. 
(Repeated to Transjordan, Nos, 162 and 163.) 





(B 2518/387/26) No. 107, 
Sie R. Vansittart (for the Secretary of State) to Sir A. Ryan (Jedida). 


(No. 84.) 
hic. Foreign Office, May 16, 1931, 

{ep vdlggrem No; 191 of 12th May and my telogeam No.S3 of 1h May 
Transjordan-Hejaz-Nejd frontior situation. 

siaai reply regarding restitution of loot seoms, on the whole, acceptable. 
If you agree, question of attendance and evidence of sheikhs alone remains 

ing. lo “ 
Oaitis, Majesty's Government remain strongly of opinion, which High 
Commissioner for ‘Transjordan appears to share (see Transjordan_ telegram 
No. 26 of 25th March to Colonial Office) that satisfactory investigation and 
tettlement of clsims by Captain Glubb and Thu Zeid will be impracticable un lees 
they ean summon and cross-examine sheikhs concerned. Before decision on this 
question is taken, please telegraph (a) real reason of Tbn Saud’s reluctance to 
‘iccept proposal; (2) whether there is hope of his giving way as n result of further 
SEE en Gf oy on was oe iy should be made, 

Tf question of sheikiis is pursued, Hejazi request for undertaking regarding 
refusal of asylum to fugitive witnesses (see last sentence of penultimate para- 
graph of your telegram) might be met by application to these cases of formula 
feferred to in my telegram No. £2 of 14th May, subject, of couree, to views of 
Tr jordan authorities. 

(Addressed to Jedda. Repeated to Transjordan, No. 62) 
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(B 2630/387/25) No. 108. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Ruceived May 18.) 
(Xo, 199) 
(Telegraphic:) Yedda, May 17, 1881 

YOUR telegram No. $4 u 

Paragraph 1. Tconcur. Dilfliculty will be to agree on decisions rathier than 
to secure their subsequent execution, 

Paragraph 2. Reply to (a) can only be conjectural, In my opinion objections 
stated in paragraph 3 of Hejax Government's note of 11th May are genuine 
far as they go, but rest on more fundawental considerations, viz, intense 
rmistrust of Club) and Amir Abdallah and considerable, suspicion” of His 
Majesty's Government and myself. These feelings are almost. certainly 
stimulated by certain features of correspondence since February, #.g., violent 
explosion on part of His Majesty's Government after Ibn Saud has'at {ast shown 
signs of willingness to produce statement of his measures to contra situation and 
to bring article 3 of Hadda Agreement into operation; affer”” of military 
assistance in his territory ; and adoption by Transjordan of fixed formula " Send 
victims of raids to Glubb.”" His internal situation is none too secure, and he 
has to reckon with possibility of trouble in area south-east of frontier if 1t should 
grow worse. All these are reasons why he should not do anything to risk his 

wrestige with his or to. promote direct contact betveen them and 
ransjordan authorities, who might, in his view, seek to soduco thet, 

Tu thos circumstances I think answer to (8) ix negative, especially as my 
personal influence with the King is at low ebb, excopt in a far ax he may be 
afraid of me and of influenion he xupposes me to use with Hin Majeaty's Govern 
ment to his disadvantage, 

Ax rogards (¢), I might attempt compromise with Fund on basis indicated in 
last sentence of parayraph 3 of my telegram No. 180 if Transjordan authorities 
are prepared to give undertaking regarding fugitive witnesses inform you 
su or any other shape. Proxpects of wucoess are, however, amall, It tay 
thorefore by better to let mecting take place without further discussion and xee 
what comes of it, Alternatively, would it be possible to say that unless 
representatives are authorised to hear sheikhs jointly ax investigators, not as 
tribunal using judicial forme like oath, we must drop prosent proposal and 
request formation of tribunal under article 6 of Hadda Agreement to deal with 
raids since Yat Augnst? 

T atm not aire whether that article is now regarded as dend letter for all 

nr 


Tt would help me to know (a) for my own information position regarding 


award to be based on MacDonnell investigation, (b) whether, as Fund think 
Prelitninare mectinye hay taken place. and if s0 with what rostlt 
(Repeated to Transjordan, No, 164.) 


8, 





E 2693/387/25) No. 100. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedda) 
(Xo =) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 21, 1981 

POOR tetogeams Nos. 187 and 138 of 10eh May Fortaule foe mutaal 
surrender of fugitive raiders between ‘Transjordan and the He)n 

It would be preferable to avoid defining phrase " if possible” more closely, 
‘a8 cases might conceivably arise where, although it might be physically possible to 
surrender criminals, such surrender would be inadmissible on other grounds, atch 
as nationality, &e.’ You should therefore try to avoid discussion of precise 
implications of phrase, which is one in general use, and is obviously not intended 
to bear any meaning which would vitiate main purpose of axteement, 

Undertaking should be given, not in the name of His Majesty's Goyerntnent, 
but in name of the Transjordan Government i 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 65.) 
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[B 2781/387/25] No. 110. 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Honderson.—(Receiced May 22.) 
(Nos. 145 and 146.) 


(Tel ic.) 
MY telegram No. 187 
In reply, dated 18th May, Hejaz Government express satisfaction at result 
which may be an important factor in pacification. Desiring that proposed 
solution should be permanent and not liable to creation of misinterpretation, they 
feel bound to make the following observations — 


(1) Phrases containing words ” if possible "? and '' use the best endeavours 
tare likely to produce uncertainty and disputes as to interpretation, 
Hejaz Government desire to substitute words which will not be 
elastic or susceptible to different interpretations. 

(2) They wieh undertaking to include not only prevention of entry and 
‘expulsion, bat also surrender by respective Governments of persons 
flocing into this verritory. 

(@) ‘hey wish prevention of entry; expulsion and surrender, to apply not 
‘only to persone raiding {vie, but it looks wa though word should be one 

imilar in form which means "fleeing" } into territories of the other 
party, but also to all persons raiding into territories of tho other party 
‘or attacking that party's mbjects, wherovor they may be. 

(4) 10 is understood that expulsion from each side will be in direction of 

territories of the other party and not inte third country, 


Jedda, May 2, 1931 


Note ends with expression of hope that Hix Majesty's Government will agree 
to the above points being embodied in communications to be exchanged 

‘Pointe dbviously require cow scrutiny ad elucidation, such as could only be 
obtained in oral discussion of text. L might suggest such discussion when Fuad 
‘Comes to Jedda with the King, if were furnished with instructions as to general 
Tines on which it should be conducted with a view to producing revised formula 
for submis 
tor aay formule which tntroduces criterion of nationality J bound to lead to 

the case of frontier tribes. Apart from more obvious abjections to 

Point (ite acceptance would greatly increase this particulae danger, Tt is 
dicurely worded, but is susceptible of interpretation that any: Nejdi raiding in 
‘Transjordan, or attacking other Nejdis there, should be driven back into or 
surrendored to Nojd.. If this were agreed to T anticipate Tha Saud would olaim 
all sorts of persona as Nejdis, and ons of determining their nationality would 
Tie on Transjordan authorities, in whose territory they were. Same difficult 
‘irises in connexion with your own formula, but would not be so acute, as ft 
contemplates expulsion, Xe, of persons sho have (a) conducted raid in 
Transjoedan, and (b) taken’ refuze in Nejd, thoreby themselves supplying 
primd facie evidence of their Nejdi allegiance. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 172) 





[B 2772/2762/25) No. 11 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received May 37.) 


Jedda, May 4, 1931. 


if my despatch No, St of the 6th March. relative to 
PeCeE wick iosScdde, 1 roenticnad an cee which be had male to 


Tho Saud to arrange for the engincer whom he employs in the Yemen to visit 
‘count iter possibilities. 

ae seeirie engineerin question ea United States citizen named Twitchell, and 

is engaged on the construction of the new motor road, which is being made under 


125 


Mr. Crane's auspices from Hodeida to Sana vii Hajaa, He arrived in Jedda 
‘ou or about the 17th April with his wife, an Englishwoman, and was reccived by 
Tho Saud on the 20th April. Since that date he and Mrs. ‘Twitchell have made 
two journeys inland. 1 have not been able to discover their range, but doubt 
whether they have been far from Jedda. 

3. On the 24th April the Mecca newspaper‘ Umm-al-Qura” produced a 
leading article headed ‘Two Great Projects."” The writer, after rebutting, with 
the support of a citation from an Italian orientalist, the common belief in the 
barrenness of the Arabian Peninsula, refers to Tha Saud’s efforts to improve the 
‘country in all directions. He speaks, in particular, of two out of many schemes, 
namely, the sinking of artesian wells and prospecting for minerals, and says that 
for the former purposes the King has now brought an expert, who is makiny 
experiments in the Vicinity of Jedda, This obviously refers to Mr. Twitchell, 
whose visit is mentioned in the news columns of the «ime issuo of the 
““Umm-al-Qura. 

I have little doubt that a systematic survey for water would produce 
appreciable results in various parts of the country. { donbt, however, the King's 
ity for directing it with the necessary comprehension and peraoverance, and 
still more his willingness to give any foreign expert a sulliciontly free hand to 
achieve much. As for mining, the prospests are even more nbulooa: Until the 
“Umm-al-Qura” article appeared Thad heard of no definite scheme, but when 
the Commissioner of Port Sudan was visiting bere early in March Mr. Philby 
told him that the King had decided on a geological survey of the country, with a 
Yew, 1 gathered, to concessions being eventually given subjeot to suitable 
aafegg 

5. If Ibn Saud knows little about how to set about applying modern 
contrivances to the development of Intent water resources, he’ is probably 
infinitely more ignorant of the difficulties surrounding the location and exploita- 
tion of minerals in a country like this, In my opinion, of interest at 
Present of the matters mentioned in this despatch is the indication they aflord of 
‘an inclination on Tha Saud’s part to explore tentatively possiblities of economic 
development. However little grasp he may have of the conditions necessary to 
achieve real success in that direction, he is quite intelligent enough to realise the 
noed for soe new basis of prosperity if the country is to hold its own, So far 
as the Hejaz ix concerned, its almost complete dependence on the pilgrimage as ite 
ole industry is a patent source of weakness; and the weaknews has nover in toon 
years been #0 patent as during the present season, which has brought only some 
40,000 pilgriins from overseas to Mecoa. 

1 am sending copies of this despatch to the poitioal resident in Aden, 
who is interested in Ar. ‘Twitchell, and to the Deparuneat of Overseas Trade, 

ave, eo, 
ANDREW RYAN. 


E 2795/2/25) No. 112, 
High Commissioner for Iraq to Lord Passfald.—(Communicated to Foreign 


Office, May i) 
Confidential.) ait J 
ly Lord, Bagdad, May 6, 1931. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit copies in translation of correspondence 
berveen King thy Sau and myseli() between the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of the Hejax-Nejd Goverament and Nuri Pasha, and between King Tn Saud and 
Nari Pasha,(') and also the texts of the “ Bon-Voisinage "* Treaty, Arbitration 
Protocol and Extradition Treaty, signed at Mecca on the 7th and 8th April, 191, 

2. Nuri Pasha has not yet issued » report on his tour, as the secretary 16 
the mission has not yet returried to Bagdad. Nuri Pasha has, however, told me 
the gist of this discussions at Mecca, and, in any case, the results of his mission 
are sufficiently illustrated hy the instruments that he fegotiated and signed. 


CI Not printed. 
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3. Before he loft Bagdad Nuri Pasha discussed with me in detail the 
questions that he proposed to raise with the Hejaz-Nejd Government, These 
were— 

(i) The * Bon-Voisinage "’ Treaty and Arbitration Protocol. 

(ii) Extradition, 

(tii) Thn Mashhur. 

(iv) The payment by the Hejaz-Nejd Government of the balauce of £23,000 

outstanding on account of Iraq tribal claims, 


Nuri Pasha told me that he had no intention of discussing the project of « 
pan-Arab alliance, except in so far as measures for the removal of customs and 
passport barriers, which he intended to propose, could be said to farther this 


formed nie of his intention vo send Taha-al-Hashimi, the chief of 
the General Stafl, on a mission to the Imam of Yemen, and undertook, on my 
suggestion. to acquaint King Ibn Saud with his intention first, and to ensn 
that His Majesty had no objection 

Finally, in view of Sir John Shuckburgh's demi-official letter, dated the 
19th November, 1980, I asked Nuti Pasha to ascertain whether King Ibn Saud 
still harboured any resentment in regard to the appointment of Dr. Abdullah 
Damluji ns Lragi Minister for Foreign Afinirs 

4, Aw regards the iststruments signed by Nuri Pasha at Mecca, your 
Lordship will observe that the texte of the " Bou-Voisinage ’* ‘Treaty and 
Athitration Protocol correspond closely to the texts initialled in Bagdad @ year 
‘ago, Such amendinents as have been made conform generally to advice tendered 
by thie High Commission, ‘The exceptions are the incorporation in the preamble 
chaaietial ieare paragraph referring to" the desire of their Majeation to 
‘exert evory possible effort to compore the affaira of the Arab nation and unite her 
word,” and the insertion in article 13 of the words “or nationals of the two 
contracting parties.”’ The former amendment, which seems innocuons, may be 
attributable to a desire on the part of Nuri Pasha to justify the declaration made 
hefore his doparture of his intention to promote the cause of Arab unity, The 
scond amendment, which extends to Tray and. Nojd nationale the restrictions 
which in the original draft were applicable only to foreigners, appears, at first 
‘ight, to conflict with article 6, which provides for complete freedom of movement 
of tribes for grazing purposes, Lam advised, however, that the specific ebliga- 
Vion involved in article 6 would be considered ax overriding the seneral 
prohibition contained in article 13. 

5. Tho Extradition Treaty provides in article 3 that the surrender of 
political offenders shall not he permissible. At the same time, as your Lordship 
Will observe from the notes exchanged between Nuri Pasha and the Minister for 
Foreign Affaira of the Hejaz-Nojd Governmont, the former has given an 
‘assurance that offences normally committed by Bedouin teibeamen fall within 
tho category of extraditable offences and cannot be described as political. I see 
no objection to the nature of the assurance given by Nuri Pasha, and I consider 
that ho is to be congratolated on having settled this vexed question, which has 
disturbed relations botween Iraq and Nejd for many years. 


6. Ax rogards the Ibn Mashhur affair, Nuri Pasha informs me that Kin 
Tha Saud ix now quite satisfied, and that with the surrender of his family an 
property the affair will be considered closed, This is confirmed by His Majesty's 
ter to myself, 
7, In regard to the balance of £23,000 outstanding in respect of the 
sation to be paid by the Hejaz-Nejd Government for the Iraq tribes, Nuri 


Pasha informed me that King Ibn Sand did not attempt to deny the obligation 
to pay the amount in full, His Majesty explained, however, that owing to a 
temporary Jack of ready money it would be n y for him to borrow the 
motiey if he was to pay it to Nuri Pasha before the latter's departure. Nuri 
Paaha replied that, in the elreumstances, he would not press for immediate pay- 
ment, and saked that the balance due might be remitted to Bagdad in the course 
of the next two months, 

8. T understand that the matter of customs and passport procedure was 
discussed with satisfactory results, of which farther information will, no doubt, 
bo furnished in the official report. Nuri Pasha informed me. also, that King 
Thu Saud welcomed the proposed mission to the Yemen, and that, in regard to 


a 


Dr. Abdullah Damluji, His Majesty was quite reconciled to the appointment of 

his former Minister to the Iraq Foreign Office, and did not desire to raise any 

shjentionon that score. c 

9. So far as T am able to judge at present, Nuri Pasha's visit to the Hejaz 

seems to have been an unqualified success, and augurs well for the Iraqi Govern 

ment’s ability to control their relations with neighbouring States. I lost no 

time on the return of Nuri Pasha to Bagdad in conveying to him the message of 

congratulation from His Majesty's Government contained in your Lordship's 

telegram No. 148 dated the 10th April, 1981, a mesa which, dx T have already 

to your Lordship, he greatly appreciated ‘ 

Jo. Fam sending enpies of this despatch to His Majesty's Minister, Jedd, 

the High Commissionor, Jerusalem, and the Political Resident in the Persian 
Bs 

T have, & 
fH. HUMPHRYS, 
High Commissioner for Iraq. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 12 


Treaty of Friendship and” Bon-Voisinage”’ between Iraq and Hejax and Nejd 
and Dependencies. 
(Tranalation,) 
4W the wane of God, the Mereiful, the Composant 


HIS Majesty King Foisal the First of Iraq, son of King Hussein, of th 
part, and Mis Majesty King Abdul Azizbin-Abdal Rabwan-al-Felealal-Sand 
of Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies, of the other part: 

Fame of tee meting cn the Zird and 2ith days of the holy month of 
amadhan of the year 148 of ijrah (co i 
Hainan of fhe rear 1348 of the Hijeah (corresponding with the 22nd and 

Having regard to the proliminary discussions which took place at the time 
between representatives of the Gaverninents of their Majesties Jor the conclusion 
of a Treaty of Friendship and * Bou-Voininage ” between the Kingdom of Traq 
and the Kingdom of Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies, and to the suitable bases 
ror which aeremmect was rested 

In view af tho desire evinc © two Government deter 
win ier Ge Wy the two Governments for a final deter 

In view of the desire of their Majesties to oxert every possibl 
compose the affairs of the Arab nation and unito her word’ Pls eflort to 
bes Mave decided to conclude a treaty for this purpose, and appointed as their 


His Majesty King Feisal the First of Iraq, son of King Hussein 
Excellency Nuri Paxha Al Said, Prime Minister: 


His Majesty King Abdul Aziz-bin-Abdal Rahman-al-Feisal 
HasxantNoeenl neces 


His Highness Emir Feisal, jesty's Vi ink 
Roral Highoors Emir Feisal, Wie Majstys Vieroy and Minister 


who, having. commanicated their powers, found in guod and Ave order, have 
Axrteun 1, 
‘There shall reign inviolable permanent and true friendship bet 
the Kingdom of Iraq and the Kingdom of Wejaz and Nejd and Depeadecsios, 
‘The two high contracting parties undertake to exercise their utmost to preserve 


the same, and settle in a spirit of ful ul friendlis i 
differences likely to arise eer dem. Se ee 
































Anricee 2. 


Relations of diplomatic and consular representation shall forthwith be 
established between the two kingdoms, in accordance with the procedure 
obtaining ander public international law. 


ARTICLE 3. 


Each of the two parties undertakes to preserve friendly relations with the 
other party, and to endeavour by all the means available to him to prevent his 
country being ured as a base of oF Preparations for unlawful acts, including raids, 
‘timed against peace and security tn the country of the other party. 


Anrioux 4. 


‘As soon as information reaches the competent authorities prescribed in 
article 8 of preparation. being conducted in their territories by ove or more armed 
individuals with tho intention of committing highway robbery, or 
other unlawful acts in the zone in the neighbourhood of the frontier 
kingdoms, these authorities shall matually inform’ one another, oF the ofeiale 
‘or tribes of the other, of the same without d 


Anricee. 5. 


In the event of either of the two high contracting parties receiving informa. 
tion of ant ofthe acta mentioned i article 4 above having been committed within 
his torritories, he shall have the right to notify the other party with a view to: 
adopting the necessary measures for the puniehinent of the aggressors after thei 
return to his country if they he of his mbjects and to provent them crossing the 
Trontier if they be subjects of the informant or other Government. 


Aurtene 6, 


Notwithstanding the provisions of the first clause of article $ of the Bahra 


t, the tribes of both parties shall have complete freedom of movement 

fin place, to place (ar migration), in the Ceriteries of the two kingdom for 
poses of grazing or “uuabila" (purchase of provisions), and each of the 
Riek contracting partion undertakes not to place the least obstacle in this respect. 


Avricux 7. 


Neither of the two parties shall coerce the subjects of the other party, when 
within his territory, to join his forces, regular or otherwise, to suppress & 
rebellion or take part in military operations 


‘Anrtene 8. 


v tent authorities charged with the organisation of general co-opera 
tion and responsibility for the measures 10 be taken on the frontiers for the 
application of the provisions of this treaty are:— 

(On the Iraq side: the highest administrative official in the desert or the 


te Tra a 
Peron the Hejaz-Nejd side the highest administrative official in the desert 


or the person acting for him. 


Only these officials shall have the right to correspond with each other for 
the purpose of co-operation and solution of disputes arising on the frontiers and 
Setween the tribes from time to time They shall exchange forthwith informa- 
tion pertaining to incidents occurring in the region of either of them of a nature 
affecting the safety or security in the region of the other 
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Anricue 9. 


In order to facilitate the execution of the provisions of this treaty and, in 
general, the maintenance of good neighbourly relations, there shall be set up a 
Permanent frontier commission composed of four officials selected from time to 
time for this purpose, half by the Iraq Government and the other half by the 
Hejaz-Nejd Government. This commission shall meet once every six months 
oF more often if eircumstances 20 require. 


Anvicue 10, 


‘The commission mentioned in article 9 shall meet for the firvt time in the 
neutral zone and thereafter by rotation in Traq of in Nejd oF itt the neutral zone 
in a place appointed by: it before the end of each mecting. ‘The duties of thix 
‘comminsion shall be to attempt, with the object of giving ellect to the provisions 
of this treaty and of ensuring good neighbourly relations, the amicable settlement 
of all such questions concerning the application of the provisions of this treaty, 
relating to grazing, migrotions (or movements) of tribes, tribal disputes, ansess- 
mont of minor losses and other matters concerning frontier aflairs, on which no 
agreement could be reached between the local frontier officials concerned. Any 
decision agreed upon by the commission abould be enforced within three inonthn 
by both Governments, each in 20 far ax concerns it. In the event of difference 

rising between the members of the commission on any of the matters within the 
commission's competence, such difference shall be referred by the members to 
“ their Government” (I their respective Governments) for decision, excopt in the 
cave of matters within the competence of the court provided for in article 2 of 
the Bahra Agreement, which shall be referred to the said court for consideration 
in accordance with the terms of the said agreement, 


Awnici 11 


‘The two high contracting parties undertake to enforce any decision that may 
be pamed by the tribanal set up under article 2 of the Bahra Agreetnent, within 
4 period not exceeding six months commencing from the date of ie issue 


Annee 12. 


‘The two high contracting partion mutually undertake to prevent officials 
under them crosing the frontiers and mingling with the tribes or chiefs of 
Uribes of the other party, whether they be pedestrians, horsemen, in care ot 
acroplanes. The Government whore territory such persons sball have crossed: 

be respansible for their safety should such crossing take place without 
its permimsion, mubject to the exception of afficials crossing the fronticrs in 
execution of the provisions of article 4 of thin treaty 


AnrieLe 13. 


‘The two high contracting partios mutually undertake to adopt the necesary 
theasures (0 prevent foreigners residing in or coming from their “country” 
({ terrivarien, or nationals of the two contracting partica from crossing the 
frontier of the other party's country for the purpose of touring, exploration, 
shooting or any other purpose, without obtaining previous permission either from 
the consulates of the party concerned or from the authorities of such party 
referred to in article & Subject to the provisions of the Bahra Agreement and 
other agreements concluded between the two parties concerning tribes and their 
‘migrations, the Government whose territories such pervonx cross shall not be 
responsible for their safety if their crossing is not done by its permission, 


Anrtour 14. 


‘The two high contracting partes declare their desire to enter, atthe eariat 

opportunity, into negotiations for the conclusion of ‘agreements concerni 

cLovomte, oavalse, residence and nationality five, ad 
{erst} K 


















































130 


Annee 15, 


Any difference that may arise between the two high contracting parties in 
connexion with the provisions of the present treaty of of the treaties or agree 
ments coueluded between the two kingdoms before the date of the present treaty, 
and any difference that may arise after the date thereof ax a result of the 
provisions of the uew treaties and agreements concluded between them, shall be 
referred to arbitration, which shall be conducted in. accordance with the protocol 
accompanying the present treaty. 


Anricur 16, 


‘The preset treaty hs ben drawn up in Arabic in duplicate Tt shall come 
ino forse with effect from the date of exchange of copies thereof rated by both 
parties, exchange to be effected in a place to be agreed pos between ther. 


Done at Mecca on the 20th Dhul Qi‘dab, 1349, of the Hijrah, corresponding 
with the 7th April, 1981, a.n, 
NURI-AL-SAID. 


FEISAL ABDUL AZIZ. 


Enclomure 2 in No, 112. 


Protocol on Arbitration 


(Translation) 
Tn the name of Gel, the Merefvl, the Compassionate 


IN pursuance of the desire expressed by the two high contracting parties in 
article 19 of the Treaty of Friendship and  Bon-Voisinage ” concluded on the 
Zoth Dhul Qi’dat, EH8 (corresponding with the 7th April, 1031), between the 
Kingdom of Traq and the Kingdom of Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies 
concerning the settlement of xuch disputes arising from the provisions of the 
treation and agreements “ ratified” between them as may prove impossible of 
settlement by diplomatic means :—— 


Jo, the undersigned plenipotentiaries of His Majnty the King of Iraq and 
Hix Majeaty the King of Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies, respectively, having 
‘een duly authorined, met together this 20th day of Dhul QFdat ofthe year 1340 
(corresponding with the 7th April, 1981), i order to wigu the Arbiteation 

Protocol to the above said Treaty of Friendship and " Bon-Voisinage,” and have 


‘signed the following »— 


Anricue 1. 


Arbitration shall be conducted by arbitrators not to exceed six in number, 
to be nominated equally by the two high conteacting parties under the presidency 
af u person to be nominated from time to time in agesement between the said 
two parties 


Awrienk 2. 


If oither of the two high contencting parties wishes to refer to arbitration 
‘any of the cases which should be referred under the provisions of this protocol, 
he shall thereapon notity hin desire to the other party, stating the names of his 
arbitrators, and the other party ehall alvo state the names of his arbitrators to 
the first party. ‘The meeting (of arbitrators) sball take place within six months 
from the date of notifloation by the first party of hin desire to xo to arbitration. 


Anrtcue 3. 


‘The president of the board of arbitration shall be nominated in agreement 
between the two parties within the period mentioned in article 2 of this protocol 
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Anricte 4. 


Each of the two high contracting parties shall forward to the other party 
and to the president of the board of arbitration a memorandum explaining his 
case and setting forth the arguments in support thereof, and the party te Whom 
the memorandum is forwarded may reply thereto provided that he shall do so 
within the period of six months Inid down in article 2 above. 


Anrtcux 6. 


‘The arbitrators shall meet at such place as may be ngroed upon between the 
two lovernments, and the board of arbitration shall issue theit decision within 
three months 


Awricr 6. 


‘The two high contracting parties undertake to aflord the bonrd of arbitra- 
tion all beg facilities and assistance that the board may ask for for the execution 
of its task. 


Awrtene 7. 


Each of the imo high contracting parties may nominate ane oF more 
individuals to expound before the board of arbitration his point of view on the 
question under dispate. 


Anmioux 8, 


The two high contracting partes definitely undertake to acept and give 
effect to xuch decision ax the arbitrators shall issue on the question referred to 
them. The arbitrators may, if necewary, inste thir decision by a majority of 
votes 


Anricin 9. 


Bach of the two Governments shall pay the salaries and expenses of the 
arbitrators nominated by it, and half the salary and expenses of the president 
Aud secretaries snd auch other stall as the arbitentore may require for their 
assistance. 


Anrrcux 10. 


This protocol shall come into force with effect from the date of exchange 
cof copies thereof ratified by the two parties 
Done at Mecen this 20th day of Dhul Qi'dat, 1349, corresponding with the 
7th day of April, 1031 
NURLALSAID, 
Prime Minister of the Iraq Gonerament 
PEISAL ABDUL 
Viceroy and Minister for Foreign Aas of His 
Majesty the King of Hejas ond Nejd and 
Dependencies 


(e181) 
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Enclosure 3 in No, 112. 
Extradition Treaty between Iraq and Nejd and Hejas, 


(Translation.) 
Tis tho name of God, the Meriful, the Companslooote ! 


HIS Majesty the King of Iraq, of the ove part, and 
His Majest) the King of Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies, of the otber 


rt 
Pere Desiiogs of concluding a treaty relative to the surrender of offenders, 
fugitives from justice, who escape from the Kingdom of {req into the Kingdom 
of Hoja and Ne sjd and Dependencies and from the Kingdom of Hejaz and Nejd 
and Dependencies into the Kingdom of Iraq; 
Bayo appointed as their plenipotentiaries 
His Majesty the King of Iraq : 
His Excellency Nuri Pusha Al Said, Prime Minister; 
His Majesty the King of Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies 
His Royal Highness Emir in-Abdul Az 
Rahman-al-Saud, Viceroy and Minister for Foreign Affairs; 


who, having communicated their powers, found in good and due form, have 
agreed ax follows 
Awricur 1 
‘Tho Government of Hojaz and Nejd and Dependencies undertakes to 
surrender to the Government of Leng any Leaqi nationals who. having committed 
‘within the frontiers of Traq any of the offences mentioned in article & of this 
treaty, aro found within the frontiers of the Kingdom of Hojaz and Nejd and 
‘Depenidencies, 
Awriou 2. 
‘The Traq Government undertakes to surrender to the Government of Hojax 
and Nejd and Dependencies any nationals of the Kingdom of Hejaz and Nejd and 
Dependencies who, having committed within the Kingdom of Hejaz 


nd Dependencies any of the offences mentioned in article 3 of this treaty, are 
{ound within the frottiers of the Kingdom of Lag 


Auriene &. 


The surrondor of political offenders chall not be permissible. The affences 
in resy ‘of which offenders should be surrendered (and which are not to be 
te ‘es political offences) are: Brigandage, theft, robbery, plunder, murder, 
wounding: raiding “or” (1 and) scvere assault, whether the offender be, an 
individual ora grovp (of individuals) and whether the ofence be directed ngainst 
‘an individual o a group (of individuals) 3 * 

"ANY attempt against the person of either of their Majesties or against any 
momber of their respective fasnlies shall not be deemed « political offence. 


Awrichr 4 
‘A demand for extradition made by the Iraq Government sball be addressed 
to the competent authority of the Government of Hejax and Nejd and 
Dependencies, and should be accompanied by the following documents :— 
(a) Description sheet of the offender and any information available for his 
identification, on ee 
(b) Short sammary of the offence commit offender. | 
{} Copy of any court judgment already passed azainst the offender if he 
Mas already been convicted. 


‘All the above documents shall bear the seal of the competent authorities. 
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Asmion 5. 

A demand for extradition made by the Government of Hejaz and Nejd and 
Dependencies shonld be addressed to the competent authority of the Traq 
Government and should be accompanied by the documents mentioned in article 4, 
all the said documents to bear the seal of the competent authorities, 


Anricte 6, 


No person shall be surrendered under this treaty for any offence committed 
previously to the date of its coming into force. 


Anmiete 7. 

An offender surrendered under this treaty shall not bo tried for any offence 
other than the one in of which his surrender was applied for. An 
offender shall not be tried for an offence cotmitted by him previously to the date 
of his surrender and in ee ‘of which no provious request for his surrender has: 
been made, unless he has first been given a reasonable opportunity to leave the 
country and has failed to avail himself thereof. 


Annicix 8 

This treaty is drawn np in Arabio in duplicate, It shall come into force 
with eflect from the date of exchango of ratifications thereof by the two parties, 
exchange to take place at the place to be agreed upon between them, ft shall 
remain in force fot a period of three years and failing uotice by eter party to 
the other—three months before ite expiry—of his desire for its substitution or 
revision, shall remain in force for furthor period of three years 


Done in Mecca on the 2ist of Dhul Qi'dat, 1349, 4.#,, corresponding with the 


8th April, 1931, a. 
NURLAL SAID, 
FEISAL ABDUL AZIZ. 


Enclowre 4 in No. 112, 
‘ConnrsroxoENce erwxes Nort Pasma ano Eatin Frisat, 


(ty 
Nuri Pasha Al Said to Hie Royal Highness Emir Feisal-al-Saud, 


Gee : a st Dia dat, 1948, 
‘our Royal Highness, il 8, 

ONTAS cur efforts for the conclusin of an EXxtendition Treaty hve bean crowned 
with success, and in view of the desire expressed by His Majesty the King in the 
course of conversation between us on the morning of the 20th Dhul Qi'dat, 1949, 
that T should submit a special formal letter on the subject of offences committed 


by 

T have’ the honour to submit W your Highness that offences normally 
committed by bedouins are bound to come within the acts of assault with violence, 
robbery, plunder, highway robbory, theft of the various kinds, wounding or 
murder, committed by one or more individuals against an individaal or a group. 

1 assure your Highnu dt all dee oflences and alo that of raiding, which 
ase provide for in the Bahra Agreament and in the Iragi Law No: 47 of 1027 
for the prevention of raids and plunder, are con ordinary offences in 
respect of which ecteadition will be earried out, and which iis tmpoasible to 
“construe” as political offences. 

T trust that this, my letter, will fully satisfy the desire of His Majesty the 


ieee alana, Se 


e1si} 
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@ 
Hejaz-Nejd Minister for Foreign Affairs to Nuri Pasha Al Said, 


Translation.) 21st Dhul QPdat, 1349. 
‘our Excellency, (April 8, 1931.) 

I HAVE received your Exoellency's letter dated the 21st Dhul Qi'dat, 1349, 
corresponding with the 8th April, 1931, and I have noted your statement in regard 
to offences cormitted by bedouins, who know only offences of raiding, robbery and 
plunder, &c., which are very far from beit wribed as political offences. I 
would like you to feel sure that what yon have stated in your letter will be 
scrupulously executed by us on the principle of reciprocity. I trust that, 20 long 
fag mutual goodwill and confidence exist between the two countries, co-operation 
will have the best effects which tend to strengthen the good relations between the 
two parties. 

lease accept, &v, 


No, 113, 
Sir A, Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson —(Receioed May 2.) 


(No, 152.) 
Telegeay . Sedita, May 2, 108. 
“6BE 


varions points in recent 
correspondence. Upshot of conversation was as follows — 


(a) Proclamations against raide—Referring to note from me stating that 
‘Transjordanian proclamation would be issued on 30th May, Fuad axked reasons 
for the delay. Te accopted my explanation that it was due to diflieulty 
concerning stmoltancous action, but contended that if anything untoward 
happened during interval between the annouocemente TranejordaDla, must be 
held responsible. Subject to this, we agreed that matter was now aottled, 

(b) Arrangements for restitution of loot—Wo agreed that this also might 

ried us vettled, 

(0) Bvidence of the tribal sheikhs—Fuad stated that the two parts of 
rection # of note wummarised in my telegram No. 131 hung together, and that 
intention was to agree to representatives hearing sheikhs jointly in cases where 
their evidence was required, subject to undertaking that witnesses taking refuge 
in territory of the other side would be turned back. T said we had been considering 
extonsion of formula regarding raiding criminals to cover this case. Fu 
suggested this would delay meeting unnecessarily, and proposed veparate under. 

in simple torms that any witnesses fleeing during or soon after meeting 
should be surrendered. He is to give me written draft % 

(d) Formula relative to raiding criminals.—Fuad, who now scents anxious 
to clear the way for meeting, agreed that this was a separate question, I asked 
for explanation of note summarised in my telegram No. 145. T explained, without 
giving precise definition, that if words like '*if possible * were not used, formula 
Wwould be so inelastic as 10 produce danger of constant dispotes like that over 
Tbn Mashhur which His Majesty's Government were determined to avoid. Fuad 
‘said that object of providing for surrender as alternative to expulsion was to cover 
‘eases in which representative authorities were in the position to arrest and hand 
‘over particular criminals as well as cases in which larger bodies could only be 
driven out by pursuit or other measures, ¢g., pressnre on their own tribes not to 
harbour them. He limited point 8 to eases provided for in your draft formula 
and cases where Hejar-Nejd subjects feo to Transjordan after committing 
attacks in Hejaz-Nejd territory on other persons, whether subjects of either 
Government or of any third Government. T said that point + was expressly 
‘eovered by your draft subject to words “* if possible, 
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(0) I deprecated language of last Hejaz note on alleged violation of Nejd 
Servitory by aeroplanes and cars, I said that it was merely offensive to reiterate 
charges which had been subject of reasoned reply without, adducing’ specific 

cts, 


Comments on above :— 


As rogards (9. Fund's suggestion is not quite in accord with explanation 
given by Hejaz Minister in London, 1 agree that question should be kept 
separate from that of raiding criminals in order to expedite meeting, but I 
consider in case of wituesses also we should avoid any commitment which we are 
not certain of being able to fulfil, 

As regards (d), Fuad's explanations have reassured mo to some extent, 
although I think we should insist on reasonable elasticity and I still foresee 
disputes turning on nationality. T asked Fuad whether he would like to produce 
counter-draft. He preferred to leave it to us to propose revised form of under- 
taking drawn up in the light of Hejaz Government's observations on original 

ft. 


(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 179.) 





(B 2781/387/25) No. 114. 
Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A Ryan (Jedda). 
(No, 93.) 


(Telegraphic) rorcign Office, May 29,1691 
YOUR telegrams Nos. 145, and 146 of 2txt May: Denial of rofugo to 
fugitive offenders between Transjordan and the Hejar Net 

1, | In view of length and nature of frontier and limited range of foros 
available, it is impracticable for Transjordan authorities to give unqualified 
undertaking, | Moreover, exceptional ease might occur where it would. be 

for Transjordan authorities to refuse asylum, for example, on legal or 
humanitarian grounds. It is therefore undesirable, as explained in my telogram 
No. 87 of 21st May, to attempt to define position more closely, and it {x essential 
that full moastre of freedom allowed by present formula ahould be retained. You 
may, however, bearing these conxiderations in mind, discuss with Hejazi Govern 
ment drafting amendments, which should be submitted to me for consideration of 
His Majesty's Government and Tranajordan authoritien 
. Point 2 is an extension of original Hojazi roquest and fs open to sorlone 
objection. Apart from practical difficulties Involved in capture, retention in 
custody and personal dolivery of fugitives to Hejar-Nejd authorities, possibility 
that captives thus handed over by British authorities might bo subjected to 
barbarous penalties would be unacceptable to public opinion in this country. 
‘You should therefore inform Hajazi Government that this eve requetcanot be 
agreed to, emphasising, if necessary, practical difficulties involved. 

Point 9. This request is obscure, bat appears to amount to wide extenrion 
of original proposal. It is unlikely that Transjordan authorities would be 
willing to undertake to capture and surrender raiders caught red-handed in 
Transjordan territory and thus sacrifice complete freedom to deal with them as 
circumstances require, You should inform Hejazi Government that this point i 
not fully understood, but that in any case it appears to involve #0 great a 
extension of request which present formula is designed to meet that it would 
Tequire mature consideration and should not be allowed to hold up settlement of 

resent formula. Meanwhile yon should give no indication of attitude likely to 
adopted by Transjordan authorities on this point. 

Point 4 appears to be met by terms of second sentence of formula. 

(Addressed to Jedda. Repeated to Transjordan, No. 09.) 


(6131) 
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[1B 2849/387/25) No. 15 


Sir A, Ryan to Mr, A. Henderson (Received May 30.) 

(No. 153.) 

(Telegraphic) R Jedda, May 2%, 1931 
MY telozram No, 192, heading (¢), 
Following is translation of Fund's draft ;~ 

‘The two Governments have agreed that sbeikhs shall appear before 

representatives to give evidence and to make statements on matters in regard 
to which the two representatives consider it necessary that such evidence and 
statements should be taken direst, subject to condition that if one of thee 
sheikchs should flee to the other country, whether when called upon to give 
evidence or during or after meeting, the Government of the country into 
which he has fled nndoriakes to hand him over to hie Government.”” 


Tn further discussion to-day I said that 1 understood “after to mean 
within such a time that there would be clear connexion Letween flight arid 
J. T paid if this were understood between 


convenience. 

und suid be must ace the King, but promlied bls mupport. He returns to 
Mocea to-morrow. If the King accepts my proposal, may 1 record agreement on 
all outstanding points in suitable note t 

Fuad begs His Majesty's Government to expedite arbitration on earlier raids 
He expresses strong desire that whole ground should be cleared, and that when 
Glubb and Thn Zeid have met we should discuss results with a viow to eatablishinys 
firm basis for the future before 1 take leave 

(Repeated to Transjordania, No. 180.) 


(B 2850/723/25) No. U6 


Sir Ay Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson—(Receieed May 9.) 
No, 154.) 


‘Telographie.) Jedda, May 30, W981 
POU talogram No. 88 


T gave Fuad, on 28th May, memorandum for the King’s consideration on the 
Vinee suggested in my telograin No. 57. I added a reference to the desirability of 
pilots knowing the situation of any existing oF proposed landing grounds, and 
aid TE should be glad to discuss this when decision had been taken on the general 

ynestion, 
‘ee Pand anid that the Government wore about to issue n goneral regulation on 


Jnnating: grounds, de, which would apply to alrcraft of all vationalities | T 


‘gather, from further’ conversation on that it would mark advance 
towards moro liberal attitude, bat would be on the lines of highly centralised 
control, [said I was anxious to reach yood understanding within the seope of 
fany general regulations before going on leave. I intimated that in the present 
state of aviation more than one landing ground would be necessary for complete 
security. although I did not anticipate continual use of them. 

Unless Fund reverts to the matter meanwhile, I propose to await the 
regulations and see how they affect the matter, 
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No. 117. 


A, Ryan to Mr. A. Hendercon—(Receiced June 1.) 
(No. 157) 
(Telegraphic,) Tedda, May 31, 1981 

YOUR telegram No. 93. 

You will now have received my telegram No. 152. Fuad has returned to 
Mecca, and owing to uncertainty of internal situation T donot know when T shall 
see him or the 

T submit following observations :— 


Point 1.—In my conversation with Fuad I endeavoured to follow instructions: 
in your telegram No, 87. T avoided preciso definition of words "if possible,” &o 
‘on the grounds that every contingency could not.be forescen, but I could not. avoi 
all discussion of their meaning. I defended them as beitig intended to protect 
Transjordan against obligations of genie impossibility of fulfilment without 
dofeating main purpose. I gave hypothetical example and [1 group omitted ] 
later to possible difficulty of determining nationality. 1 emphasised fact that 
—_ are generally eo oa lar connexion. I ie 

it now appears that words have much wider none tha su Land 
imply in effect "so far as Power giving undertaking conviders te ible with 
its conception of law and humanity.”" “Even if they havo this effect in. goneral 
international it-in not Thy Sands understanding of them. If 1 puratie 
discussion with this reservation in my mind but without giving any indication 
it, any subsequent attempt. to give effect to it will expon mo and perhaps 
Hin Majesty's Government to accusation. of having been disingenuous 

In my opinion, only safe and dofensible alternatives are to. dso plainer 
language, in the text oF to stato frankly in discussions that. in spite of what L 

Fuad, words are, in fact, very elastic and cover wide range of contingencies 
of all kinds which cannot be indicated beforehand. This would probably render 
agreement impossible, which might not bo a bad thing, 

Point 2 IL clear Uh yx do not wish me to mies that Iba Saud cannot 
bo trusted to treat his own subjecta with humanity, I must, howevor, offer sine 
explanation of refwsal to agree to surrender in case wiggestod by Fuad. An 
criminals are to he named persons, explanation based solely on practical difficulties 
will be more likely tp arouse King’s suspicions than to convince him. 

Point 8.—Extenson on Ines now propos by Fund rec to mo reasonable 

int 4.—I agree, 

Without wishing to make diflioulties, | recommend my observations on first 
two points ta your mot earnest consideration, 

t would bo better to have no agreoment. than one productive of future 

quarrels. I suggest that I should be authorised to,conclude main negotiations as 

in my telegram No, 153, and that you should proposo revised formula 

ing criminals. We can afford to play somewhat with this question now 

i Pund tata preent stage further oral diacumson depres 

jou approve, to Le ‘at present stage further oral discussion is desirable, 
nd thac Twill await his return to Jedda. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 183.) 


(1B 2849/887; No. 15, 


Mr. A, Henderson to Sir A, Ryan (Jedda), 
(No, 05.) 
{Teiegrephic) Re. Forvign Office, June 2, 1981 

YOUR telegrams Nos, 162 of 28th May and 158 of 29th May: Transjordan 
frontier situation. 

Solutions of points (a) and (8) are satisfactory. Questions dealt. with under 
(4) and (¢), and result of Macdannell investigation, do not concern Glubb—Tbn Zeid 
ee oad set es Ce we cael Me i 

+ regards (¢), formula regarding fugitive witnesses is clearly only intended 

taiapply te sono who Sea into tretioteat ee AMY 8 a direct coneaquence 
of being called upon to appear or give evidence, and not to classes of fugitives 


















































falling to be dealt with under other formula now under separate discussion, In 
these “circumstances, three ulternatives suggested in Fuad’s draft seem 
inappropriate, and’ His ys Goverument would suggest following 
alternative for inst portion: "“Subjject to condition that if one of these sheikhs 
should refuse to obey the orders of his Government to appear of to ive evidence 
before the representatives, and should attempt to take refuge in the country of 
which be is not a national, the Government of that country will do everythi 

its power to apprehend and hand him over to his own Government.”” 

Please propose this alternative to Hejazi Government and make every effort 
to secure their early acceptance of it, thus enabling main meeting to proceed 
without further difficulty or delay. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No 72.) 





[E 2948 /387/25) No. 119, 
Sir A. Ryn to Mr. A. Henderson—(Received June 4.) 
ms 159.) 


(Te 1, Jedd, June 4, 1981. 
POOR telegram No. 95 


1 agree that (() and) in my telegram No. 182 as wall ax arbitration sit be 
dealt with saparaiety ‘evertheless, Ibn Saud sees frontier situation as a whole. 
Owing probably to internal difficulties described in other reports he now seems 
anxious for settlement all along the line which ha» also been aim pursued by Hix 
Majesty's Government during the past year. 

King is, however, wspisions and considers certain requirements essential 

of these is that nothing should impair his authority over his own subject 
‘This underlay his attitude regarding witnesses. He has consented under pressure 
to their being heard jointly when their evidence is necessary, but in note sum. 
marived in my telegram No, 181 he emphasised danger of sheikhe’ respect for 
Government being diminished and sugested that if persons in possession of loot 
wore forced to attend they might flee. Such flights might be resorted to wot only 
to avoid attendance but also after attendance had been ensured by compulsion, if 
sboikhs thought they were in danger from their own aide ax resilt of enquiry. 

Tt may bo argned in the latter alternative they would be in similar position 
to fugitive criminals. ‘Thix argument ix unlikely to satisfy the King Even if 
‘assimilation were complete, agreement rezarding surrender of criminals is not yet 
complete. ‘The King’s suspicions will be increased by express reference: to 
nationality in your redraft, Thad hoped thix might be unnecessary in it 
‘aso, although it is important in formula regarding critminals which will have 
mors extended application and tauit therefore be more guarded 

Tt must be remembered that T nm no longer in personal toveh with Fuad nor 
do. your instructions allow me any latitude in negotiations, If above 
considerations appear to you immaterial I will propose redraft in writing, but T 
feet bound to warn you ‘against danger of further prolongation of discussion 
Which may result 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 186.) 


E 2948 /387)/25) No, 120. 


Mr, A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryun (Sedda) 
(No. 98) 


(lelegraphic,) 

‘Sour telegram No. 150 of 4th June: Transjo 
situation, 

Formula in my telegram No. 8 of Ind June, which was carefully devised to 
meet nuineroun difficulties from various quarters was intended to cover all cases 
in which Hejaz-Nejd sheiklis might attempt to flout Ibn Saud's authority in 
Connexion with, or ae result of, his orders that they shonld attend and ire 
evidence. It should therefore meet the King’s anxiety lest compliance with’ 
Majesty's Government's desire for attendance of witnesses should impair hi 


Forcign Ofc, June 1981 


lan-Hejaz-Nejd frontier 
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authority over his own subjects. Cases of attempted flight after evidence had 
been given could only he covered, howerer, fst could be shawn that ight followed 
on disobedience of King’s orders in connexion with attendance at meeting. It 
was particularly desired to cover as far as possible all such cases connected with 
meeting, in order that further discussion on general question of fugitive 
criminals, which has no direct connexion with question of attendance or attempted 
escape of witnesses, might procesd independently and not cause further delay in 
main meeting between Captain Glubb and Ibn Zeid. Criterion of nationality 
seems inevitable, sine it would obviously be impossible to surrender or drive tack 
to Nejd sheikhs who could prove that they were of Syrian or Iraqi allegiance, Tt 
was adopted in order to avoid vague phrives to which so much exception has been 
taken, and I trust that you may succeed in wetting Hejazi Government to accept 
it without having to embark on further detailed explanations. 

In these circumstances you should present revised formula forthwith: unless 
you feel strongly that it ix unsuitable when I will at once consider alternative, 
provided yon can devise one which will meet objestions from other quarters, as 

realise danger of further of dincussion 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 76.) 


( 2979/387/25) No. 121 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson—(Received Sune 8.) 
(Nos. 160 and 161.) 


(Tek ic.) edit, June 5, A981 
Tea tela No, 150, 


Note from Minister for Foreign Aflaire of Std lune, weitten without 
reference to provious correspondence, reprodiices sinister information which, if 
verified, will greatly tend to destroy hopes entertained in connexion with the 
frontier question, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs reminds me of Fuad’s observations in. recent 
spuversations regarding the unfavourable effect of delay in publishing the 
‘Trausjordan proclamation and Glubb's delay in meeting 1hn Zeid, but aay the 
effect of these delays, however great, ix weak compared with that of the action 
reported to have béen taken hy Glubb ax follows :— 

(2) In November or Decomber certain Heni Sakbr tribesmen looted 18 camels 
from Ibn Saadina but returned them, While he wus returning with the camels 
Glubb mot and detained him, but be escaped on a camel belonging to Iba dati, 
Whose gun he also took, Glnbb later captured 4 Shararat caravan, including 
men, counting of 18 camels carrying sat on the pretest of retaliation for Thu 
‘Tazi’s camels and gun. 

(2) Mesaad-al Fogle and party wore rocently moving, west towards Haim 
to obtain restitution of the camels held in Transjordania, Glubb detained him 
and the camels by way of compensation for the camels alleged to have been looted 
by Al Awazi from Al Auwat in the past, “ 

(8) It ix alo reported that Glubb wired 40 cainels from Daraan of Rnalla 
by way of compensation, he said, for the camels belonging to Abt Rukab-al- 
Sharari, who resides with Beni Sakhr 


Bedouin and declaring to 
i ver Ibn Sand nor 


(End of R,) 


Incidents at (1) and (2) appear to be connected with those dealt with in Trans 
jordan despatches tome numbered C.F./735/20 of 18th April and Oth April 
‘action on which T postpened for reasaus stated in my telegentn to Transjondan, 
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No. 158 Information contained in them does not suffice to dispose of present 
secusation, T cannot counect incident at (3) with anything previous 

Th Sand’s hostility towards Glubb remains unabated. I fear [one group 
ndecypherable] in his genoral attitude, unless means can be found to expedite 
iain meeting eacees of which is most doubefol, bt which will atleast open new 
phase. 
POT am sending interity reply of general nature in order to counteract 
insinuations of avoidable delay in preamble of Mimster for Foreign Affairs’ note 
and convey information regarding message sent by Glubb (see Transjordan 
telegram to me of Let June) 

(Repeated to Transjordan, Nox. 187 and 188.) 





{B 298/387 /25) No. 122. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A, Henderson,—(Received June 8.) 


(flagraphic:) a 
(Pelographic:) Sedda, June 8, 1981 
POUR tetagram No: 08 

In course of telephonic converéation with Fund on other subjects on 6th June 
I gathoved that the King stood by formula of 28th May regarding: witnosses 
without even the amendment 1 had persooally suggested, Fuad intimated 
intention of coming to Jedd early thix week. 

Ty these circumstances T have thought it best to propound officially the 
formula proposed in your telegram No, 0). I cannot be certain that the King 
will reject Ht. If tie does it will still afford concrete baxix for discussion 
with Fund, 

My immediately following telegram gives the main points of my note. I will 
‘uw your further arguments orally. May I, if necessary, amplify reference to 
oxplanations furnished by Hejaz Minister in London by xiying that they clearly 
rolatod ‘only to contingency contemplated in your redraft! 

(Repeated to Tranajordan, No. 190.) 





(8 9020/3020 /26 j No. iva. 
‘Sir A. Ryon to Mr. A. Henderson —(Received June 10.) 


Jeidda, May 13, 1931 

AS you are awaro, it has become the practice of Ibu Saud to give a banquet 

for Moslem notables of all nations each yoar at pilgrimage time. ‘This year it 
took place on the evening of the 24th April, and was attended by a rather vinusual 
rumor of Mosiome of high standing, if in most cases of no great, political 
importance. The King had on his right ex-Ring Amanullah of Afghanistan, 
and,on his left Sheikh’ Ahmed-os-Sentsai, Among othere preseut were Prince 
Ahtied Tevhid of Turkey, whoso vinit T have reported separately, the members of 
Nadir Khan's official delegation, the Afghan Minister in Cairo, Sir Abdul-Kerim 
Ghuznavi, of the Council of the Governor of Bengal, and various minor 
aaa etthe. King delivered. th I spesch of th 1d. spoks 
2 King delivered the principal spesch of the evening an 0 
stzangly on one of his favourite, abject the weakening of Islam by disunion 
and by the purmit of false ideals like that of xupposing the imitation of 


Europeans to be the only way to progress. Had any of the exponents of this 
wore asked, augceeded in salting a needle, an aeroplane, a ie Of & gut! 
is 


No; they imitated uke Europeans only in those things contrary to Tslaz. 

3. AL this point the King took up a reference by an earlier speaker to an 
utterance of the Indian leader, Shauqat Ali, during his recent tour about * our 
brothers the Jews.” This drew from Tbn Sand a tirade directed not so much 
againat that people as against any wea of fraternity save in Islam, which, was 
he said, the means of happiness in this world and the next. He swore a triple 
oath atlirming his wish that all peoples should accept Islam, and declared his 
preference for the life of one eating herbs on a mountain top, and worshipping 


ui 


God, over all earthly grandeur. God, he said, had divided Moslems into two 
classes, the warriors ever in readiness to defend their religion, and those others 
engaged in industry, agricultare, éc. He reproached Moslems with their 
internal strife. Pointing to the Turkish Prince present, he described how his 
ancestors had fought those of the prince rather than call themselves servants of 
the " Commander of the Faithful.” ‘They were the servants of God only. 

4. The King attenuated the militant tone of his speech by saying towards 
the end that he did not profess to be fighting against the people of the world and 
used the courtesy prescribed hy Islam unless he was injured in his religion and 
his country, He ended with a call to all Moslems to turn to the services of God 
‘and the good way of their forbears 

5, This speech was rendered into Urdu by the Indian Ismail Ghuznavi, 
‘Various other speeches wore also delivered in the course of the evening, including 
one in English by Sir Abdal-Kerim Ghuznavi. 

6 bore account of the proceedings is based mainty on the authorised 

ort in the” Unm-al-Qura” of the Ist May, Although it gives tho King’s 

jdress az a connected whole, he would appear to have in fact spoken both 
before and after dinner. T understand from privato sources that the guest who 
indlmretly quoted Shanget All was an Egyptian. Not al the oratory was, i 
seems, to the King’s taste. and not all the gests were entirely pleased with His 
Majesty. My informant describes the fanotion as having enced. in an atmosphere 
of tension. Ono of the speakers who prainod the King was Saif-ur-Rahman, who 
hax been mentioned in other reports as having becothe the apokeaman of the official 
delogation from Kabul on various occasions. It ix said that Amanullah Khan 


lso th it of saying ay but t ht better of it. 

7. L am vending copies of Sis despateh to the Secretary to the Government 
cof Indin in the Foreign and Political Department, and also to His Majesty's High 
Commisionor at Jeraxalem, in case Tbn Sand's remarks about the Jews should 
have any echo in Palostine 

T have, &. 


ANDREW RYAN, 





(B 3024/2064/25; No. 
Sir A, Ryan to Mr A. Henderson —(Receiend June 101) 


Yedda, May 15, WS, 
2E 1 wrote my dexpatch No, 108 of the 28rd March, the éxshary 
uation in this country bas gone through various vicissitudes, of which it ts 
now pomiblo to give a more or Toes connected acconnt, although no account by an 
outsider can be complete or at all points accurate owing to the ampazing dificulty 
of obtaining coherent information ja the conditions which prevail 
_2 The arrangements with the Dutch Bank, as the Netherlands Tradin 
Society is popularly called, worked for five or six: weeks on the lines described 
in my previous despatch, i, the bank eld drafts on abroad in exchange for 
tiyals at 10 to the © sterling” plus « small premium of 14 current piastres, and 
charged for the draft a high commission, the normal rate of which was at first 
1 per cent., but was afterwards raised to 2 per cent. The currency remained 
fal ay fixed at the legal rate of £1 gold sterling to 10 riyals, equalling 220 current 
nickel pinstres, 

3. About the middle of April, however, the arraugement with the Dutch 
Banik broke down, apparently for two reasons, namely, that the Goveruhen was 
working on a limit of £10,000 in gold for redemption purposes and threw back 
‘on to the market an excessive quantity of the redeemed silver and nickel, At 
this stage the Government would appear to have relaxed the prohibition of the 
‘export of gold, though I cannot discover that any public announceinent was made; 
and the bank attempted to carry on by selling drafts for half gold and half 
giver, ie, "This did'nt last ery Jong. and preety the bank more oles dut 

wn ite ines, In itis It even to asertain at any 
‘given moment whether a bank is open or closed. " 
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4 In any case, it was now close to the pilgrimage day, which fell on the 
27th April, avd which put a stop to all big business from a day or two before the 
actual date ofthe standing on Arafat until at lease five days later, "The pilgrims 
had all arrived before the 25th April, and their adyent, naturally, brought money 
to replenish temporarily the Goverament chest. ‘The demand for currency for 
retail operutious is also naturally greatest at the height of the pilgrimage. These 
reasons probably account for the fact that, although the riyal has been wobbly 
since the middle of April, there has been no spectacalar depreciation. It has 
stood at rates varying from a little over the legal rate of 10 to a rate of 12 to 
the £ sterling of Lat 

4, Shortly before the pilgrimage day, on the other hand, the nickel currency 
broke loose from all standards, and as it plays an important part in retail 
business great uneasiness prevailed. It was accentuated by the publication of a 
communiqué on the 23rd April to the effect that, in view of the frauds which had 
been practised, the Government had decided to accept nickel at the market rate, 
whioh would be announced each cree | by the financial authorities. This was 
followed by a considerable dislocation of retail trade, and. some days later, there 
was manoething of a panio in the bazaars of Jedda and Mecea.  Piastres went to 
vory low rates, and at one moment all but lost effective value as currency. ‘The 
Government took stop-gap measures in Jedda to withdraw nickel by collecting 
supplies of rice, &., and selling in a shop or shops of their own. . I do not know 
what bapponed at Mecou, except that prices in piastres went up considerably, 
such to the diomfture af pilgrims. 

6, A meeting was held in Mecca on the Ist May to consider the whole 
situation, and a new communiqué ised in the  Umn-al-Quea” of the Ist May, 
which actually appeared on the 3rd May, announced that the Government had 
opened shops to change nickel for riyalx at the legal rate of 22 to the riyal, 

furious other remedin were adopted about the sue time, notably an, arrange: 
ment which amounts to a forved loan raised by the Government, althony 
theory, it is supposed to be worked by committees of representative merchante. 
‘Tho principle of this arrangement appears to be to withdenw from circulation 
254,600 of nicks), the Government putting up £8000, the merchanta the eek 
ech of thet being amwoned at a stated amount, The nickel thus collected was 
to be held by tho Ministry of Finance, and repayment of the money levied on the 
public was to he made ata later date. Tt war further decided alont the 7th May 
{o close all tho shops of the money changers, who are acensed of riguing the 
‘currency market, 

‘The measures taken have rehabilitated nickel for the time being aud, as 

T have said, the riyal has not fallon unduly low, Nevertheless, the nituation is 
obviously precarious, for the crisis has occurred at what should be the period of 
greatest prowpority.' The months between now and the beginning of the next 
Pilgrimage soason late in the antumn, when the 1932 pilgrism will begin to 
arrive, must necessarily be very lean months The manager of the Dutch Bank 
was a very disillusioned man towards the end of April, but he was then 
negotiating # fresh arrangement with the Government, He did not tell we ite 
exuct nature, but he said that the Government would have to put up £60,000 
in gold to back it. After the festival he did not reopen hia bank for exchange 
Nokines and rumours, were silos that the bank contemplated retirement from 
the country. On the 10th May, however, Mr. Jacobs told me that he wae still 
negotiating. He no longer had any doubt that the Government could dispose of 
any necessary amount of gold up to £60,000, but he said he was awaiting the 
King’s guarantee of the transaction, whatever it might be. He complained 
bitterly of the changeableness and incapacity of the Government. He put much 
of the blame on Mr. Philby, who, he said, had been dangling before the Kin 
the idea that it would be an eaxy matter to arrange, with his (Mr. Philby’s 
axsistanco, to introduce another bank, which would give all the help required. 

5. The situation is complicated by factors which are even further from 
my ken than the matters which T have attempted to summarise above in a form 
more intelligible than most of the reports on which my account is based. ‘There. 
fetter to be, for instance, some £30,000 worth of nickel coins in circulation, 
but rumours of inflation by the importation of forged coins have teen current 
tnd have helped to destroy confidence. "Another obscure factor isthe dificlty 
gf opalaising in Nejd the wie ofthe silver and nickel coinage current in the 

feja. 
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9. You will doubtless be struck by the smallness of the amotints on which 
these locally important ft needs at most, it appears, £60,000 in 
id to sustain a silver currency which is legal tender to an unlimited amount 
perations in nickel to a total of £30,000 can throw the market into convulsions 
As [have observed in at least one previous report, it is characteristic of this 
country that the Government are reduced to all sorts of shifts to cope with what, 
according to our standards, are quite small liabilities, It is not the first time 
that Tho Sand has been in low water, but I doubt whether he has ever been eo 
embarrassed or had so little credit. Tt is just possible that the present financial 

situation may react on his political future. 
10. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Departwent of Overseas 


Trade. 
T havo, &¢. 
ANDREW RYAN. 





(B 2875/387/25) No, 125, 


Mr. A. Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Jedia), 
(No. 102.) 


(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, June 11, 1931, 
‘OUR telegram No. 157 of Stet May: Denial of rofugn to fugitive criminals 
between Transjordan and the Hejaz 


Scope of discussion regarding raiding Is has been greatly enlarged 
(0) by additional points 2 and 3 taised by Hajasi Goverament, (0) by. apparent 
necessity to define moro precisely cases in which undertaking to refuse xylan 
would not operate, It appears hopeless in these circumstances to try to agree at 
short notice ou comparatively simple forsnula, and inovitable that negotiations, 
if pursued, should siecomitate lengthy and detailed discussions 


no your reply, 
i probable effect on Hejazi Government, to 
‘whom, however, you should uot mention suggestion, even informally 


-). 
8123 /387/25) No, 126, 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderson.—(Receieed June 13.) 
(No, 167.) 
Colegremte) R. Jodda, June 13, 1981, 
‘OUR telegram No, 103, 

My point was that original request for undertaking could readily cover both 
alternatives mentioned in last sentence of second paragraph of my Lelegeant 
No, 159, and that Fuad’s draft defined it in that possible sense, whoreas your 
redraft appeared to cover first alternative only, 

Matter has, however, lost its importance, as Fuad has come to Jedda, and I 
saw him yesterday before I received yout telegratm under reference... He 
redraft subject to King’s wish to be assured that if, #.g., fugitive Nojdi witness 

through to Syria and then returned to Transjordan he would be handed over. 
said I had no authority to amend redraft, but T reduced my understanding 
Broposed addition to writing as follows for submission to You, namely, ‘this 
condition will apply equally to case of any such sheikh taking refuge in a third 
country if being a Hejaz-Nejdi national he should subsequently enter Trans- 
jordan territory or being Transjordanian national he should subsequently: enter 
fiejau-Nejd territory. 

Fuad informed me this morning that the King would accept redraft if above 
addition were made. 

{Repeated to Transjordan, No. 193.) 
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(1B 8147/387/25) No. 127. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr, A. Henderson. —(Received June 15.) 
(No. 109.) 
(Telegraphic,) Jedda, June V5, 1931. 

“YOUR telegram No. 102, 

Tdea that eventual aim should be to broaden the treaty basik of relations 
between Transjordan aod the Hejaz-Nejd, as in the case of the Hejaz-Nejd and 
Traq, has for some time been present to ny mind: but Tam unaware to what 
extent such an aim could be made to square with the position and policy of His 
Majesty's Goverment in regard to Transjordan. I proposed to discuss this 
question with your Department while on leave. 

The proposal made by the High Commissioner for Tranajordan in his 
teleigvam vo the Colonial Office, No, 26, that a fornial extendition treaty should be 
inagotinted involves & move in the direction indicated above. I myself thought of 
roviving that proposal ax possible solution of the difficultins regarding the 
proposed formula, when preparing my telegram No. 157. My reasons for not 
meutioning it were >— 


1. Judicial machinery, use of which any normal kind of extradition treaty 
woold necessitate, would give less xpeedy results than the administra 
tive action which, owing’ to diaturbed conditions on frontier, were 
contemplated in the formula. 

2. Main cases will, 1 imagine, still be those contemplated in original draft of 
formula, notwithstanding Hojazi desire to widen its cope (se my 
despatch No. 181). Formula provided for handing over to Thn Suad 
of persons who, having originally committed offences within jurisdic 
tion of Transjordan Government, attempted to evade puvishment 
inflicted by Ibn Saad and vice eersd. Such cases would not be covered 
by any normal extradition treaty, 


T find it hard to guest what position Thu Suad would adopt if you now 
proposed an extradition treaty instead of formula. Normally, he might be 
‘expected to rtise objections, in substance if not in form, similar to my points 1 
and 2 above, He is, however, being compelled by intorual difficulties to consider 
how relations botween His Majesty’ Government and himself can bo improved 
Realising that disputes connected with ‘Transjordan must be settled, if he is to 
achieve this, he might be more willing than he would have been a ahort while ago 
to drop his own proposal and adopt altornative of extradition treaty 

Since commencement of now series of conversations on 12h June, Fuad has 
‘not referred to “criminal formula.” 1 could, if you wished, find an occasion to 
tofer to unexpected difficulties arising from its discussion and sound the ground 
for alternative proposal discreotly, But, before embarking on alternative, I 
should require to know whether you contemplated normal exteudition treaty or 
Agreement sitnilar in form, but especially designed to obviate difficulties suggested 
inhove, and T should have to be given some latitude in my conduct of the 
convernation.. 


(B 8123/387/25 No. 19%. 


Mr. Av Henderson to Sir A. Ryan (Seda). 
(No, 106.) 
(he hie.) R, Forrign Office, June 16, 1981 
FOUR. telegram No. 167 of the 19th Jane.” Transjontan-Hejaz-Nejd 
frontier, formula regarding fugitive witnesses, 
His Majesty's Government agree to addition to formula of words proposed 
in your telegram. 
hss now apparently been reached cn all points connected with 
ps main meeting, His Majesty's Government consider that it can best be 
[ett'to Captain Glubb and Ibn Zeid to settle early date, place and detailed 
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arrangement for meeting. If Hejari Government agree, they will, on learning 
that necessary instructions are being given to Ibn Zeid, request High Commis- 
sioner for Transjordan to instruct Captain Glubb to make concrete proposals to 
Ibn Zeid direct. 

(Repeated to Transjordan, No. 83.) 


(B 8227 /387/25) No, 120. 


Seoretary of State for the Colonies to the Acting High Commissioner for 
Transjordan.-Receited in Foreign Offer, June V8.) 


(No, §4,) 
(Telographic.) Colonial Office, June V7, 

‘he ERENCE. telegram from Jedda to Foreign Office, No, 15; 
‘Bist May, repeated to you, on xubject of formula regurding raiding oriminals 
Tt appears desirable to clarify position, Ax you will have learned from the 
tolograms which have passed, I am of opinion that it is essential that the 
‘Transjordan authorities shonld have reasonable measure of latitude. 1 am also 
doubtful ax to the advisability of undertaking actually to surrender criminals 
Tt may, however, now be necessary moro procixely to define the circumstanoos in 
which it may be considered impossible to expel fugitive criminals, and the Hoja: 
Nejd Government will also want some further explanation with regard to our 
objections to currendering criminals, As it may be difficult to arrive at an 
agreement by further telegraphic correspondence, T have beon considering, in 
consultation with Secretary of State for Foreign Affa ible alternative 
methods of procedure. ‘Two possibilities have been sugges! 


1, To abandon the formula and endeavour to nogotiate a formal agreement 
between Transjordan and Hejar-Nejd so framed as to provide for 
extradition in such cases as those under discussion. Probably this 
could be beat carried throngh by the despatch to dedda of a mall 
Transjordan delegation, 

2. To send a snitable official conversant with frontier conditions from 
Transjordan to Jedda, who could try to reach agreement with the 
HejazNejd Government on a revised formula. 


1 remember that in your telegram of the 25th March, No. 26, you recom: 
mended the negotiation of a formal treaty. bnt it may be pointed out in favour 
of second alternative above that meamure of latitude which we desire might be 
casier to obtain from the Hojaz-Nejd Government in n formula than in a formal 
agreement, 

Whatever course ic taken, i appenrs to to to be easentil that ne conditions 
should be accepted which would have eflect of restricting the Tranajordan 
Government's freedom summarily to punish raiders intercepted in Transjordan 
during the course of a raid. Please furnisl your observations ax soon as possible, 
together with any alternative suggestions which you have to offer 





(B 3233/2064) 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson —(Receieed June 20.) 
fo, 170) 
(Telegraphic,) Jedda, June 19, 1931. 
HAVE discussed outstanding questions with Fuad, and did not, therefore, 
think i neomary to pursue them st this stage with the King, who sayed here 
for three days from 4th June and goes to Nejd in the near foture., ‘The King 
intimated to me his desire for some sort of permasient understanding with Great 
Britain at a long audience on. 17th June, when he diseussed at length our general 
relations A full report goes hy bag to-morrow. Both Fuad and the King 
emphasise the serious financial situation which necessitates help from some 
quarter. The King explained that the exchange situation was 10. process of 
[6131] L 
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‘successful rebabilitation. He also ssid that he required a bank which would, to 
all practical [Rivpeses, serve as a State bank, Could His Majesty's Goverament 
help him! He had had offers from other sources, but would prefer a British 
institution. The matter was urgent, as he must take an early decision. If any 
British bank were prepared to give the matter consideration, would they send a 
representative! T undertook to submit the matter for your consideration, but 
hinted that it was full of difficulties. In. my opinion, it would be a very risky 
$RPeriment for any British bank to undertake the business. I believe that the 
Eastern Bank has heen suggested to the King, and he may have had this in mind 
‘The Egyptian Lutfullah Bank recently sent a representative here who may have 
made same roposa, but other offers are probably nebulous. I believe that 
negotiations with the Dutch Bank have failed. Seo also my despatches Now. 177 
ani 





E 8267/1600/25) No, 131 
Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A, Henderson-(Received June 23) 


ca 200. Secret.) 
Sir, Jedda, May B, 1931, 
TITAVE had docasion in various recent report to refer to various indications 
of a weakening of Th Saud’s position in this country. Although the available 
data are meagre and uncertain, I think the time has come to attempt a review of 
the King’s situation on the eve of an absence from the Hejaz which may last 
several months, if he carries oat his intention of going to Nejd, x reported in my 
toga No. of de ih May 
2. Thn Saud impose himself on the Hojaz by force of arma. He maintains 
himself by forve of personality and by n reserve of material force responding to 
his personal direction and still capable of being applied with sulleient elle at 
‘any particular point to eniable him to cope with anythin short of a fairly general 
overeat of opposition. Sach. 8 moverneit could harly originate away the 
Dataaitie populations of places like Mecca and Jedda, although thele inhabslants 
would almont certainly weleote change of rigitus. ‘The tribes have bo nich 
cohesion ns to produce of themselves an organised movement in opposition to a 
Sing whos be and pat explit npire respect and ear 
30 far wo goon, from Ibn Saud's point of viow, Nevertheless, he has to 
reckon with more remote factors. One hears vaguely, but somewhat persistently, 
of a restive spirit in the north of the Hojas. flail and even Medina, nee 
potential centres of disaffection. Iehind them are the Transjondan frontier and 
‘ounteies ruled by members of the Shoreefan family, a family which, thoueh 
eliminated at presont from the Hojazi scheme of thiigs, would he the nates 
rallying centre for olements bald enough to try conclusions vith the present 
eine, Such elementa niay ennerge in the north, even though it be imposible at 
resent tbat or inl the Their hls would rhe an who mo of 
‘equal boldness, but of sympathy, in Mecca and Jedda, where people chafe oe 
restrictions and rwnt Nei ation. beet rabiceal 
ing’s religious prestize has diminished as his temporal power has 
own. He tonda to fall between two sols Heit kommer eetnone eoch ae 
‘ahhabis of the old school. "He is too Wahab for Hejanis and for the otoee 
‘of lion Mosletns who frequent the Hejaz at pilgermage time, ‘Notice es 
foreign Moslems react on each other to some extent. The descration of airing 
since-tho Wahabi invasion is a canse of widespread feeling shared by fercioe 
pilgrims, who have venerated these from afar, and tives accustomed mot oa 
‘enerate them, but, in some cases to make money ot of them In the 
5. Thore are other factors in this nebalously alarming picture, Ike economic 
depression, maldministration, and an almost desperate financial situation Ac 
for economic depression, the Hejar cannot escape trom: the fan of 
“world cases.” ‘Their effect is manifested in the reduction of the ertecs 
pilgrimage to Jess than half the numbers for last year. Malataninistertion ess 
familiar in a country like this to be in itself w potent cause af disentent “a7 
impresses foreigners more than it is conscionsly felt by: the bulk of the wath 
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population, ‘The dangerous feature in connexion with my present subject is not so 
‘much the badness of the administration as the quasi-paralysis which threatens 
many of those responsible for it, owing to the increasing difficulty of devising 
shifis to get out of difficulties. Mr. Philby, that most charitable of critics when 
be is dealing with the aflairs of this country, dwelt particularly on this aspect of 
the situation in our last conversation. He convicted the King himself of 
floundering, of making mistakes through ignorance, and of clinging to authority 
amid a posse of advisers, all the more capable of whom were worn out with 
overwork, He remarked on the complete occultation of the Emir Feisal, to whom 
it was thonght last autumn that the King might delegate some of his powers. 
6, The crox of the matter is the financial situation. Thn Saud has no doubt 
always lived up Co his income aud a bit beyond it. ‘The trouble now is that he can 
he most serious embarrassment hy cutting his cloth to fit a greatly 
diminished income, again because of the slump in the pilgrimage, which haa been 
too great to be balanced by increased taxation, and which ly likely to be 
repaired next year, whatever later prospects may be. He and his family are 
haturally extravagant. ‘The expenditure, for instance, on a move to Riadh in 
enormous in cotnparison with resources. This extravagance in itself causes 
adverse comment. The most intelligent foreign pilgrim I have met this year 
remarked on the poorness of the lighting of the sacred precinct at Mecca as 
contrasted with the installations in royal houses, and was very much inclined to 
ask generally why Tbn Saud should affect to miscellaneous State or other purposes 
money brought hy Moyles cing bere as of ight 9 fll a reigioun obligation, 
Royal extravagance in personal expenditure might, however. pass, if° royal 
requirements for other purposes were not so great a drain, The King’s strength 
find prestige must dopend on his ability to. pny, pny, pay. At Iolamiied 
read tn il 


‘Dutchman here, not hostile to him, has exp bt aa to whothier the 


King means to go to Nejd at all this summer. His doubt is probably unfounded, 
but hin reasons for it are interesting, Custom demands that all who come to the 
Ki 


threshold in Riadh should receive food, clothing and gifts. What an 
excellent plan, then, for His Majesty to put it about that ho ix going thither! let 
the expectant Bedouin turn their steps in that direction also; retire to Tait; and 
Teave an eldest son to gratify ax best he may the hopes of the Bedonina! 
Mr. Philby again, in the conversation to which I have already referred, asked 
me, with Unusual diffidence, what T thought of the financial outlook, and had 
nothing hopeful to suggest when I said I could not soe where any money was to 
come from until late in the autumn. 

7. There is little in this despatch that 1 have not already adverted to 1 
special counexions in other report. In putting all the facts together’ in one 
statement, I may have painted too gloomy a picture, Tt is not the firet time in 
Tha Saud's history that he has been confronted with difficulties, nor ix there 
anything in hin record to suggest that he would easily relinquieh what he hax 
gained. He has often been hard up, and contrived to carry on, Hie whole 

ition was endangered by the 1929 rebellion, and he came out on top. My object 
{not to suggest that ho is now on the point of collapse in the Hejaz, but to ahow 
that his position here reats on foundations xo unstable that a strong puah from 
any direction might upset it, and that his downfall, if it could be compassed, 
‘ould not be unrelcome to the population, however incapable the most. visible 
clesnents may be of compassing it themoelves, My intelligent pilgrim, admittedly 
‘ hostile witness, unlike, Mr. Philby and the Dutchman, was full of the King’s 
unpopularity, and mentioned a prophecy, of which T had tet previously heard, 
that Thn Savd’s rale in the Hejar would last seven years from the start, My 
Frvach colleague tellv me that he hears the samo tales as myself of unsettled 
feeling in the Northern Hejaz, and agroo with me in thinking that their 
importance lies more in their persistency than én the valve of partichlar reports 

8. While drafting this despatch T heard that a council of representatives, in 
some sense elective, has been convened to meet at Mecca on or about the Ist. June, 
to consider matters affecting: the general interests of the country. According to 
my informant, it will be a considerable ng comprising tventy representa 
tives from Mecea, ten each from Medina and Jedda, and represen from 
other towns. This piece of news has an interesting bearing on the subject-matter 
of the present despatch, which, however, I do not wish to delay. If my informa. 
tion is confirmed, I will report separately anything T may hear regarding the 
council and its proceedings. 

(6131) 12 
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9, Tam sending copies of this despatch to the Secretary of the Government 
of India in the Foreign and Political Departinent, His Majesty's High 
Commissioners at Bagdad and Jerusalem, and His Majesty's Resident in 
Persian Gulf. 

Uhave, &e 


ANDREW RYAN. 





(E 9301 /387/25) No, 192. 


Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderion.—(Received June 2%.) 
(No, 174) 
(Telegraphic) R. ‘Tedda, June B, 1931 
OUR telegram No, 106, 
I adds note to Ministry for Foreign Afairs on 18th June intimatiny 
ur concurrence in proposed addition to formu of foal text, which 1 enc 

Tesla this completed agreement and embodied last sentence of your telegram 
‘under reference, 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs replied on 21st June Hejaz Government concur 
and are instructing Ibn Zeid to meet Globb on receipt of latter's invitation 
Fuad requests in acoompayying pervonal letter that Glubb should delay his com 
‘munication for some days to enable Ibu Zeid to receive mail sent to him by car 
from Mecca about 15th Junie. Fuad again expressed the hope that His Majesty's 
Government will expedite settlement in regard to raids investigated by 
MacDonnell, 

(Repeated to Tranajordan, No, 201,) 


 8901/725/25) No. 133, 
‘Sir A. Ryan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received June 30,) 


(Nos. 175 and 179:) 
(olegrapbic) Jedda, June 29, 1931 
Y tolegram No, 154. 

After summarising my memorandum, the Hejazi Government reply that 
igecal regulations raring ovation in sanctioned areas are being prepared by 
i that the necessary instructions regarding landing, control oF 
‘eroplanes, &c., are being draivn up by the competent authorities, | Meanwhile 
the Hejazi Government wish to enquire on what terms His Majesty's Governmens 
‘would come to. mutual agreement in this respect #0 that they may study them 
at the same time, 

‘The object of this reply seems to be to combine considerable vaguenoex with 
‘appearance that your request has had a friendly reception. It dows not appear 
that the proposed regulations are as far advanced us 1 was led to believe by Fuad. 

‘The meaning of the last sentence is not clear, Since Ibn Sand’s attitude 
towards every question is now strongly inilenced by consideration of lack of 

, it may indicate that a proposal to rent the landing grounds would be 
considered. our telegram No. $7 of 1080 foresaw this peambility. Time in ton 
short now to do anything before the King leaves for For this rearon T 
think it would be bet to walt tll Fuad comes bere again and then question him 
T should be glad to know (1) what attitude T should adopt if he should hint at 
some financial arrangement, and (2) how important it is to reach a satisfactory 
olution of the question in view of the situation as regards Persia. 

With regard to (1), if Ibn Saad is thinking on thso lines, I expect his ideas 
fare extravagant. With regard to (2), T think that the chances are poor of getting: 
a really favourable settlemont, hut that, if there were any possibility of « general 
understanding on the lines given in the conversation alluded to in paragraph 1 
‘of my telegram No. 170, the chances would be hetter 
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CHAPTER I.—SYRIA, 


| B 356/206/89) No. tii. 


wos 9) Cane Hole to Mr, A. Henderson—(Recsieed January 23) 
(No. 6 
Sir, Damascus, January 14, 1981 

I HAVE the honour to report that ex-King Ali arrived in Damascus on the 
evening of the 12th January, and proceeded to Bagdad on the 13th, 

2” He had passed through Damascus on the 11th, on his way to Beirut, 
where he dined with M. Ponsot. ‘The French hospitality had aroused a certain 
interest in Damascus, where the possibility of a Hashimite King of Syria is still 
canvassed in. some quarters. 

3. On his arrival Rikabi Pasha called on him with a number of retired 
military officers, who still cherish the monarchical " idea” and its promise of 
future employment, and a curious crowd stormed the entry of the hotel where he 
was staying. So far as T know, no personages of mark called on. him, and the 
candidature of any member of his family, or, indeed, of any other, would. be 
resolutely resisted by the Nationalists 

4. Tam sending copies of this despatch direct to His Majesty's High 
Commissioners at Bagdad and Jerusalem, to the British Resident at Amman, 
and to His Majesty's consul-general at Beirut, ws 

ave, &e, 


FE. C. HOLE, 


(B 656/656 /80 | No, 185. 


Consul Hole to Mr. A. Heuderson.—(Received February 9.) 
(No. 16.) 
Sir, Damasous, January 30, 1991 

TTAVE the honour to transmit extracts from two interviews given to the 
local preas by Hashem Bey El Atassi and Jamil Beg Mardam Beg.(’) ‘They mark 
‘a revival of interest in political questions, which had been dormant sitice laat 
spring. 
P'S The promulgation of the Constitution and the subsequent dissolution of 
the Assembly had Jong been discounted, and the various manipulations of the 
Council of Ministers that took place in the second half of the year iaterested no 
‘one but the new Ministers. Indeed, the present Government is a0 untepre- 
sentative of anything, that itx evolutions recall irresistibly certain passages of 
: in Wonderland.’ ‘The Nationalists themselves had applied themselves 
rather to econotnio than political matters. 

3. Tho two interviews mark a distinct advance in co-operation between the 
Nationalists and the High Commivsion, and hold out some promise of a solution 
of the present deadlock, The declarations of Hashem-cl-Atassi are ns guarded 
as those of Jamil Mardas are the contrary, but both express readiness to xwallow 
the High Commissioner's interpolations in the Constitution and to take part in 
clections, provided that the present. Government is prevented from illicit inter- 
ference with them, and if there is a real prospect of concluding a treaty on the 
lines of that between England and Iraq. Jamil Mardam Beg is more ou 
in his desire that the broad lines of the future treaty should te made public before 
the Nationalists take part in the elections, but the same hope, mote discreetly 
expressed, may be found in the declarations of Hashem-l-Atass 

Government newspapers have shown some ingenuity in deducing a split 
in the Nationalist party from differences in the language of the two leaders, 
Some Nationalist circles have protested against Mardam's too thorough-going 
scceptance of the Constitution, and he has been obliged to publish a mise au point 
emphasising his semewhnt perfunctory protest against article 116. On the 
‘whole, Lam inclined to believe that the two interviews reflect the general trend 
of the Nationalist opinion. 

(0) Not print. 
(erst) 18 
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5. As was inevitable in this country, various newspapers at once fixed the 
dates of the forthcoming elections, on confidential information from the highest 
sources, and called forth the customary démenti from the Bureau de la Presse. 

T au sending copies of this despatch direct to His Majesty's High 
jioners at Jerusalem and Bagdad, the British Resident at Amman, His 
consul-general at Beirut, and His Majesty's consul at Aleppo, 
Thave, &e 
EC, HOLE. 





[ B 2339/2339/89) No. 196. 
Consul-General Satow to Mr. A. Henderion.—(Received May 5.) 


41) 

Beirut, Aprit 23, 181 

THAVE the honour to transinit to you herewith a copy of High Cotaiixsion 
Decree 8939, regarding veal estate. This, although dated the 12th Novetuber, 
1030, was oly printed in the Butletin officiel” of the Bist January, 19% 
which itself was actually distributed only a few weeks ago. The delay in the 

rance of the decree ts, I understand, Jargoly due to the fact that its 
ion {nto Arabic Look longer than was expocted. 

2. Tani not competent to express an opistion as to the succes achieved by 
this attempt to replace the Turkish legislation on this highly complicated and 
technical question by something more clear and comprehensible, ‘The matter is 
one which in the main concerns the natives of the country, but one part of the 
dooree i of direct interest to foreignors, Article 231, after laying down that a 
foreigner can ouly inherit real estate from Syrians and Labanose if his national 
Jaw allows them the name right, states that the succession, whether intestate or 
testamentary, to the roal estate left by a foreigner is governed by his national 
law, Article 282 states that in the caso of donations inter wieor the local law is 
applicable to forvigners. 1 ain asking the Fronch High Commission to let me 
know what is the local law referred to in this aeticle 

3, One of my colleagues having expressed doubts ax to tho possibility of 
applying article $81 without causing grave inconvenience to foreign beirs, T 
recently convened a meeting of the conmilar body to consider the matter, ‘The 


general opinion of tho mecting was that, although a certain amount of 
Fuconvenience and delay must inevitably occur becausy the local courts will have 
to apply a variety of foreign laws, the change ix on the whole, beyond doubt, much 
to tho advantage of the foreigner. 

4. At some time or other T shall undonbtodty be asked by the local courts 
for information as to the dispositions of the British law to be applied undor 
artiole 231, T should be grateful for instructions ax to how in such a case T 


should reply. A 
re, Re. 
i. E. SATOW. 


P.S.—Copies of the decree have ben sent to Hix Majesty's High Com: 
missioners for Traq and Palestine, risen 
H, BS. 


Enclowure in No. 136, 
Extract from Arrité No. 3331. 


Titer 1X, Chapitre I —Des Successions ab intertat ot testamentaires en 
Matien mobiliére. 


Article 231.—Le droit de succession immobilitre, ab intestat ou testa: 
mentaire, n'est accordé A I'étranger que si sa loi nationale Vaccorde aux Syriens 
ot, Libanais. 

La suvcession immobilidre, ab intestat ou testamentaire, de I'étranger ext 
glo solon lex dispositions de a loi nationale. 
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(E 2689/656/89) No. 137, 


Consul Hole to Mr. A. Henderson—{Received May 20.) 

51) 

Damascus, May 9, 1931, 
. 1 HAVE the honour to report that a public meeting was held on the 6th May 
in memory of a nomber of Arab leaders executed by Jemal Pasha during the war. 
This anniversary lias been celebrated with more and more emphasis during the 
last few years, and has now reached the full status of an official holiday 

2. ‘The commemoration of the “' Martyrs" lends itself to the ventilation of 
public grievances; and on this occasion the presence of members of the Syrian 

Government gave an additional savour to the speeches, in which they were 
vigorously criticised 

3. After a reference by the first speaker to the Italian atrocities in Libya, 
and an ode contributed by a Transjordan poet denouncing the Government's sub- 
servience to French advisers, the chief speoch was made by Aref-el-Nakady, the 
late Government Attorney, the cireum»tances af whove distiisaal wore reported in 

ragraph of my despatch No, of the 28ed August, 1980. He pointed ont 
first of all how the Syrians had not bean allowed by the French to make any 
progress towards autonomy, and how the Syrian Government and Administration 
were completely under the heel of the mandatory Power, who allowed them no 
freedom of action in oven the smallest matter. 

4 Ue proceeded to chastino the Nationalist lenders (most of whom were 
prosent) for their suplueness. Their inactivity was draining tho strength of the 
countey. They should nite and provoke a new revolution not by arma, because 
the French were too strong for them, but by political action, in which they were 
at lenst ox intelligent. Tt was quite uscloss to wait for tho French to do anything 
for thern, as they evidently had no intention of doing vo. 

5. The only indication of the methods of his peaceful revolutions that he 
gave was xn injunction to tour the villages regularly and tench the rural 
Population thelr rights and duties 

6, Tam sending copies of this derpatch direct to Hix Majesty's: High 
Commissioners at Bagdad and Jerusalem, the British Resident nt Aminan, His 
Majesty's consul general at Beirttt and Hix Majosty'« consul at Aleppo, 

Thave, & 
|. HOLE 


(e131) 
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CHAPTER III.—PALESTINE. 


[1B 663/296 65) No. 188 
Mr. A. Henderson to Sir R, Lindsay (Washington) 


(No, 42. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 10, 1931. 

LHAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No, 2007 of the 18th December, 
1930, regarding the attitude of Zionists in the United States and of the United 
‘States Government towards the policy of His Majesty's Government in Palestine, 

2. I approve the language which you held to Mr. Cotton, as reported in 
paragraph 4 of your despatch, 1 leave any further action to your Excellency's 
discretion, but if might be as well if you were to take any favourable opportunity 
that may present itself of improssing on Mr. Cotton the disastrous effect on 
Angle-Atmerican relations which, in the opinion of His Majesty's Government 
would be produced by any attempt at official repreventations by the United States 
Government ns a result of Zionist pressure 

Tam, & 
‘ARTHUR HENDERSON 


[® 2963/1821/31) No. 199. 


High Commissioner for Palestine to Secretary of State for the Colonies 
eoeived in Foreign Offer, June 6.) 


My Lord, Jerusalem, April 28, 1981 

I HAVE the honour to refer to your Lordship’s despatch Confidential B of 
the 27th March, 1981, on the subject of his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury's 
vinit to Palestine, 

2, The archbishop arrived at Jerusalem by car from Tiberias on the 
afternoon of Wednesday, the 15th April, and was my guest at Government Foun 
throughout his stay. 

Th nocordanice with his Grace's exprow desire, hix engagements were kept to 
the minimum, 

3. On the morning following his arrival the archbishop visited the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, accompanied hy the local Government officials and the 
Anglican bishop and clergy. 

‘The three religious authorities resident in the Holy Places, namely, the 
Orthodox and Armenian Patriarchs and the Apostolic Delegate, were given 
formal notification of the hour his Grace would arrive at the church. 

His Grace was recived atthe dor by representatives of the Orthodox and 
Armenian Patriarchs, and was conducted by them to the Tomb and Calvary, the 
‘Armenian and Franciscan Chapels and the other commemorative shrines 
‘Afterwards a short service was held in the Orthodox Katholicon, the part of the 
Charch over which the Orthodox Eastern Church exercises complete internal 
control. 

‘During this service an address of welcome to the archbishop was read in 
English by Timotheos, Archbishop of the Jordan, who bad attended the Lambeth 
Gonferance last your as the delegnte of the Orthodox Eastern Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, 

$s Holling Dia viel tp the Char of the Holy Sepulchre, ie Grae 
accompanied only by the Anglican bishop and clergy and sy personal staff, pai 
alison the heads of the three principal religious communities Mgr. Valet the 
‘Apostolic Delegate, was absent in Egypt; and his Beatitude the Latin Patriarch, 

Barlassina, received his Grace on behalf of the Apostolic Delegate 
‘Mgr. Barlassina gave a cordial welcome to his Grace. 

‘At the Orthodox Patriarchate there was a large gathering of the Orthodox 
clergy, headed by the Patriarchal representative, Exdors, Archhishop of 
Philadelphia, and including representatives of the Russian, Serbian and 
Roumanian Orthodox Churches. 
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His Grace gave a short address in which he touched on the question of the 
reunion movement between the Anglican and the Orthodox Eastern Churches. 

At the Armenian Patriarchate his Grace was received by the locum Lenens of 
the patriarchate, Bishop Nisbanian, and a number of the patriarchate clergy. 

‘During the morning Archdeacon Stewart left cards on his Grace's bebalf on. 
the heads of the minor religious communities that are represented in Jernalem. 

5. In the afternoon of the 16th April his Grace received the return calls of 
the religious representatives at Government Honse between the hours of 3 and 
4.m. Notification that his Grace would be at Government House at that hour 
to receive any of the religious representatives who might desire to return his call 
had: previously been given to the three. principal religions. authorities ty my 

wrivate secretary and to the minor religious representatives by Archdeacon 
Stewart. 

The Latin Patriarch returned his Grace's visit in person, and the Apostolio 
Delegate’s secretary came to express Mgr. Valeri's regret that he was unable to 
be present in Jerusalem to receive the archbishop 

‘The Orthodox Patriarchal itative, the Joewm tenens of the Armenian 

triarchate, the Russian archbishop, the Syrian Orthodox Metropolitan and tho 
io Superior, with their attendant clergy, and representatives of the Greek 
Catholic and Armenian Catholic convents attended as well 

Ta the evening his Grace, accompanied by Bishop Macinnes drove up to the 
Mount of Olives and visited his Beatitude Damianos, tho Orthodox. Eastern 
Patriarch. Despite his infirmity, his Beatitnde was able to receive his Grace, 
‘and remained in converse with him for some length of time, 

6. On Saturday morning his Grace visited the Church of the Nativity at 
Bethlehem, whore he was received by the Orthodox and Armenian repror tative 
in a similar manner as at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and visited the 
Grotto of the Nativity and the Latin Grotto of St. Jerome, Another address of 
‘eleane was rea, to which his Grace replied and gave his blesing 

‘On Saturday afternoon his Grace, in company with the rest of Mr. Pierpont 
Morgan's party, visited the Harem-esh-Sherif, being reevived by the president of 
the Supreme Moslem Council 

Tits Grace's cards were lft by the member of the Chapter of St, George's 

athodral on Rabbi Mein, Chiet Rabbi of the Sephardic Jaws. Rabbi Kook, Chief 

Rabbi of the Ashkinazic Jews; and Rabbi Sonnenfeld, Chief Rabbi of tho 
Asguudath Isrel; thew calls were duly acknowledged. 

During his stay his Graco also visited Hebron. and various places of interest 


in Jerusalem, including Gethsemane and the tomb of the Grand Duchess 
Elizabeth. 

7.. No unusual interest was taken locally in the archbishop’s visit to 
Jerusalem: and certainly no serious consideration appeared to be given to the 
report that his visit had some ulterior political or religious moti 


have, de, 
JR. CHANCELLOR, 
High Commirsioner for Palestine. 
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CHAPTER IV.—IRAQ. 


No. 140, 


Mr. Morgan to Mr. A, Henderson.—(Received March 23.) 


Angora, March 18, 1981 
WITH roference to your despatch No. 142 of the éth March, regarding 
oil in Iraq, I have the honour to report that the Turkish press has recently been 
displaying some quite pardonable curiosity as to the date when Turkey may 
expect Lo derive pecuniary profit from the exploitation of the Iraq oil-ields 
2 The" Vakit” of the 13th March asks its cue of its headlines Why do not 
iglish exploit, Mosul oil!” and, underneath, states that the Turkish Govern- 
me ago, urged tho Iraqi Government to take measines for the prompt 
exploitation of the oil-ields. It goos on to allege that the completion of the pipe 
Tine or pipe-lines to the Mediterranean cannot be expected before 1085, and that 
consequently exploitation of the Iraq oilfields cannot be looked for before that 
dato. Evert then exploitation may be indot yyed, as the oil company 
(65 por cent. of which in under British conteol) is oil-felds elsewhere, 
‘ind will find It more profitable to delay exploitation of the Mosul fields in order 
to provent a drop in oll pricek, Turkey will miflar as she will not recelve ber 
share of royalties until the fields are exploited, ‘The Traqi Goverment 
fiflor more, and it was in that Government's interest to adopt 
suggestion of early exploitation, 
On the following day the “Vakit published ‘a leading’ article on 


Turkey's sharo in Mosul oil royalties, In ite article tho *' Vakit'" stated that 
the Iraqi Goveromont wore in nogotiations with the Anglo-Franco-American 
Company formed to exploit the Mosul oil-fields with w« view to securing # yearly 
aulvance in respect of its share in the oil:tiolds, and that the company had 
Proposed ta advance £400,000 storing per annnm tothe Tragi Gonornment: The 


‘ovornment were inclined to accept the proporal on condition that exploitation 
should begin within the nevt five years, but the company wished to inake it a 
Condition of the advance that no date should be fixed for beginning exploitation, 
‘Turkey rust not bo loft out of consideration in thea negotiations. Tho amount 
af tho advance now proposed wakes it reasonable to suppose that, when exploitation 
hogins, Iraq's income from the fields will be at leaxt £500,000 sterling and possibly 
£1 million sterling per annum, Tt waa important, therefore, that exploitation 
should begin son and that the tempor icy of the British shareholders 
of the oil company should be checkmated. ‘the article concluded by reminding 
the parties to the negotiations that, if an advance is made to the Iraqi Govern 
tniont by the company, one-tonth of the advance helonga to Turkey 

4. Lam sending a copy of this despatch to the British High Commissioner 
at Bagdad, 

T have, &e. 
JAMES MORGAN, 





[B 1920/38/98) No. 141 
Mr. A. Henderson to General Dawes, 


Your Excellency. Foreign Office, Aprit 22, 1981 

T HAVE the honour to invite a reference to Lord Monteagle’s letter of the 

, 1929, to Mr. Atherton regarding the proposed new Anglo-fraqi 

Indicial Agesuent and the position of United States nationals in Iraq in judicial 
matters. 

2. As your Excellency is aware, the position of the nationals of the United 

States in judicial matters in Iraq is regulated. by the convention between the 

United Kingdom, Iraq and the United States, signed on the 9th January, 1930, 
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under article 1 of which the application of the Anglo-Iragi Judicial Agreement 
of the 25th March, 1924, is extended to United States nationals. Article 6 of the 
convention further lays down that no modification of the special relations existing 
between His Britannic Majesty and the King of Iraq, as defined in article 1 (othet 
than the termination of such special relations as contemplated in article 7 of the 
convention) shall make any change in the rights of the United States as defined 
in the convention, unless such change bas heen assented to by the Government of 
the United States 
3. Tt was explained in Lord Monteagle’s letter of the 18th February, 1928 
that His Majesty's Government for the reasons set forth in that letter and in the 
memorandum which accompanied it, had decided in February 1920 to approach 
the Council of the League of Nations with a request that they should approve in 
principle the abolition of the Anglo-Traqi Judicial Agreement of the 250) March, 
1924, and the institution of a uniform system of justice in its place; and that they 
should authorise His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom to prepare, 
for submission to the Council at a Inter session, detailed proposals in collaboration 
with the Tragi Uovernment. The Council, at its meeting an the th Marcb, 1929, 
Pranted to His Majesty's Government the genera} authorisation roquired. The 
raft of a new Judicial Agreement to replace the Agreement of 1924 was 
accordingly negotiated with the Traqi Government and was eventually initialled 
at Bagdad on the 30th June by the representatives of His Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom and the Iraqi Government, and submitted to the Council 
of the League at ite sexsion of September 1990, ‘The Council reforred thin draft 
agreement to the Permanent Mandates Commission for examination at ite 
November session, and that body reported to the Counell that it had come to the 
conclusion that the new agreement, while abolishing the xpecial privileges granted 
to the nationals of certain foreign States rinder the agreement of the 25th March, 
1924, seemed to offer to all foreigners in Trag the ewential guarantees for the 
proper dixpensation of justice, and also an improvement in criminal procedure 
Ir favour ofall persons in the country subject fo Traqi criminal jurisdiction, On 
the 22nd Jannary last the Council of the League approved the new Judicial 
Agreement in a ferolution in the following termn :— 


“Phe Council, considering the opinion submitted to it by the Mandates 
Comminsion to the effect that 1t seo n0 objection to the approval, aubject to 
the consent of the Powers concerned, of the draft of a new Judicial Agree 
ment between the British Government and the Government of Iraq, iuitinlled 
‘it Bagdad on the 30th June, 1990, approves the term of the agreatnent of the 
‘80th Jane, 1990, subject to the consent af the Powers whove nationals enjoyed 
privileges under the agreement of the 25th March, 1024." 


4. The fourteen Powers concerned have now all signified their willingnoss 
to accept tho now régime, and the Secretary-General of the League of Nations was 
accordingly informed on the 2ist March last that His Majesty's Government 
Ieper forthwith to bring the new agreement, which vas signed in Bagdad by 
the High Commissioner for Iraq and the Iraqi Prime Minister on the 4th March, 
into force as oon ax poasible. A copy of the new agreement ix enclosed herein,(') 

5. T now have the honour to request that. your Excellency will inform your 
Government that His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland desire to obtain the ascent of the United States 
Government under article 6 ofthe convention etween the United Kingdom, Iraq 
and the United States, signed on the th January, 1930, and of which ratifi 
cations were exchanged on the 24th February, 193i, to the substitution of the 
Tadicial Agreement signed on the 4th March, 1081, for the wzreement of the 
25th March, 1924, and to the application of the former to United States nati mals 
in Trag in the pce of the existing regi. 

In making this request to you, I have the honour to enclose herein a copy 
of an explanatory note in which the extent to which the position of foreigners in 
judicial matters in Traq will be affected by the new agreement is explained, 
together with an extract from a draft law amending the Bagdud Cximinal 
Procedure Regulations,() which gives effect to certain provisions in the new 
agreement and in the note annexed thereto, In the opinion of His Majesty's 
Government the new agreement. will establish the position of nationals of all 


Not petotet 
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foreign States in Iraq in judicial matters, not only on an equal, but also on a 
firmer and more equitable, basis. I desire, in particular, to draw your attention 
to the fact that, as will be seen from the contents of the explanatory note enclosed 
herein,(') no United States national will, in practice, suffer on account of the 
withdrawal of existing judicial privileges. 
Thave, &e. 
ARTHUR HENDERSON 
(CY Not printed 





(B 2164/5/93) No. 142. 
General Dawos to Mr, A. Hendtervon.—(Received Aprit %.) 


United States Embassy, 
My dear Henderson, London, A prit 23, 1931. 

T HAVE just received a eabl mm from my Government stating that it is 
informed unofficially that the Lraq Governient and the Lraq Petroleum Company 
have signed an agreement by which the company obtains a petrolenm concession 
of approximately 36,000 square miley to the east of the Tigris River. According 
to information received it appears that the Traq Government ix to commence 
negotiations on the st May with the British Oil Development Company. which 
Ppresuiaably will seek a concession for allo a part of tho remaining oil Fearing 
lands in. Traq, 

In this relation T am desired to say to you that in view of the provisions of 
article 2 of the Tripartite Convention of the th January, 1980, and the provisions 
of paragraph No. 1 of the protocol signed on the sumo date, the Government of 
the United States is confident that the Iraq Government will not rant the con= 
cession covering any of the oil lands in question before affording individuals and 
corporations of American nationality an equal opportunity to bid thereon. In 
the event that the Traq Government should attempt to grank a concession without 
affording American nationals an equal opportunity to bid, the Government of the 
United States would, of cours, rely upon the British Government to intervene 
to protect American treaty rights 

‘The views of my Government in this matter are being brought to the attention 
of the Teng Government through the American consal at Bagdad. 

‘Yours aincorely. 
CHARLES G. DAWES. 


[ 9976/38/98) No. 145. 
Mr, Atherton to Mr. A. Henderson,—(Recesved June 2) 


United States Embassy, 
Fs London, June 19, 1931 
LU HAVE the honour to refer to your note of the 22nd April Inst, a copy of 
which was transmitted to my Government, regarding the new Anglo-lraqt 
Judicial Ageeoment, 

Tn compliance with the reply which has just been received, I am pleased to 
inform you, with respect to the specific request contained in’ paragraph o of 
the note usider reference, that under the terms of article 6 of the Tripartite 
Convention of tho ur January, 1090 the Government of the United States 
consents to the substitution of the Judicial Agreement signed on the 4th March, 
1031, between the British and Iragi authorities at Bagdad, for the agreement at 
the 25th March, 1924, and to the application of the former to nationale of tho 
United States Taq opon ie entry into force in accordance with it terms. 

ve, Se, 
RAY ATHERTON, 
Chargé d’Affaires od interitn 


si 








(E 3155/21/93) No. 144, 
Mr. A. Henderson to Sir R. Graham (Rome). 


(No S01. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 27, 1931. 

I HAVE to inform your Excellency that the Italian Ambassador called at 
the Foreign Office on the 15th June and discussed with a member of this Depart- 
ment the question of the adnussion of Iraq to the League of Nations 

2, “Mt Bordooaro said that his Govbrament idl gortain miagivings ‘with 
regard to the procedure to be adopted for the termination of the mandate and 
the admission of Iraq to the League of Nations. He stated at the outset that 
his Government were not troubled about the particular case of Irag, but they 
felt that the proceedings in connexion with Iraq would create a precedent, whicl 
might be followed in the case of other countries where [kalian interests were 
mote directly concerned. 

3 His Excellency said that the point on which his Government desired to 
lay particular emphasis was that the League itself should have every means of 
satisfying itself that the conditions in Iraq permitted of the releise of that 
country from the mandatory régime, 

4. M. Bordonaro's attentiot drawn, in reply, to the fact that the 
Council of the League of Nations would be advised in this matter by the 
Permanent Mandates Comniesion, a body which bad always been found extremely 
wcrupulous in the discharge of ‘its duties, His Majesty's Government. were 
submitting to the commission at ite present session a apecial report covering the 
whole period of the mandatory régime in Iraq; they hnd requested the commis 

Ht examine this report at its proseut session, wo that if any further 
formation was required, the commission might be able to inform Hix Majesty's 
Government, who would endeavour to supply the information before the 
conumiaaion’s next session—thus enabling it to present in good time to the Council 
usion in the matter, 
ccellency raid that he was aware of this, but his Government still 
felt uat the League should have some more direct means of informing itself ax 
to the exact situation, and he eventually came out with it, that he would 
rugget was the despatch of a commission to Teng to investigate conditions on 
the spot. He said that the Italian Government would © this course. He 
had seen in the press that the Ttalian member of the Permanent. Mandates 
Commision, the Marquis Theodoli, would be prevented by illness from attending 
the present hess Feneva, and he did not therefore know whether at Ttalian 
member would be present, but at some stage his Goverument intended to make 
the proposal, and he enquired what would be the attitude of His Majesty's 
Government in regard to any such proposal 
6. M. Bordonaro was informed that His Majesty's Government had 


at a proponal of this kind might be mide in some quarter, His 


ipa 
Majesty's Goverumont had examined the matter carefully, but had come to the 
conclusion that they could not favour it, In the firat place, it seemed doubtful 
whether a commission sent out for a necessarily shart period to Iraq would be 
fable really to reach any valuable or reliable conclusions, or whether it would be 
Able usefully to nupplement the information ‘which had Neen applied take 
Mandates Commission by His Majesty's Government, and which was xubjected 
‘at Geneva to the closest scrutiny. In the second place, it was foreseen that the 
arrival of # commission in Iraq itself might give rise to certain difficulties. The 
Ambassador would readily understand that the arrival of a commission of that 
kind would be the signal for every malcontent in the country to produce to it 
his particular grievances. ‘The commission would attract to itwlf all the 
Siscontented elements, and it might be extremely difficult for the commissioner, 
or commissioners, to form a just view of the situation. Moreover. the arrival 
‘of a commission might give rise to local difficulties, His Excellency was 
informed that if the proposal were made at the present session of the Permanent 
Mandates Commission, the High Commissioner for Traq, who would be present 
himself, would indicate the misgivings of His Majesty's Government on this 
Point and would be bound to suggest to the commission the objections that Flis 
Majesty's Government felt might be entertained to a proposal of the kind. 
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7. The Ambassador raised one other point, by enquiring whether it would 
be to the advantage of the Ltalian Government to endeavour to negotiate with 
the Iraqi Government an agreement similar to that negotiated by the United 
States Government. His Excellency was informed in reply that the convention 
to which he referred between the United States, the United Kingdom and Iraq, 
regarding the rights of the United States and of its nationals in Iraq, had been 
designed merely to put the United States on a footing of equality with the 
members of the League of Nations, and that therefore it would be superfluous 
for the Italian Government to negotiate a similar instrument. His enquiry 
"appeared to be dictated by auxiety in regard to the judicial régime that would 
exist after Traq had boei admitted to the League. It was explained to his 
Excellency that, so far ax His Majesty's Government were aware, it would be 
for the members of the League.themselves to Iay down conditions safeguarding 
the interests of their nationals for the period when Traq should become a member 
of the League His Excellency was also told that there appeared to be some 
Probability thes the Leagoe would insist on the continuance, after. Iraq 
admission, of the judicial régime which had recently been instituted with 
consent of the Italian Government 

. I should be glad if your Excellency will take steps, in whatever manner 
appears most suitable to you, to discourage and déprecate the Ttatian Govern 

nt'e suggestion for the despatch of a commission to Traq to investigate 
vonditions on the xpot 
Tam, &. 
ARTHUR HENDERSON, 
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CHAPTER V.—GENERAL, 


[EB 56/48) No. 145, 


Mr. A. Henderson to Lord Lyrreld (Paris), 
(No. 49) 

My Lord reign Offer, Janurcy 7, 193) 
INCE. the receipt_ of Mr. Campbell's despatch "No, 1046, of the 
17th September. on the subject of the Syria-Trag and Syria~Tranxjordan fronticr, 
jovernment have had under consideration, ia conmltation with the 
of rag. and ‘Trausjordan, the varioss proposals for approaching 
the League Council with a view to reaching an equitable solution of this question 
2-"T have now to request that your Lordahip. will approach the. French 
Government, and invite their concurrence in the following brie? formula, which, 
if acceptable to the French Government, would be addressed by each Government 
to the Secretary-General of the League, in order that the question may be placed 
‘on the agenda of the sixty:third session af the Council, to be held in May 1081 -— 


" His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom abd the Govern- 
ment of the French Republic, having failed to reach agreement in rogard to 
the frontier between Syria and Iraq and between Syria and ‘Transjordan, 
have agreed to refer their differences on this mbject to the Couneil af the 
League of Nations 

“The two Governments accordingly request that “tho question of the 
froutior between Syria and Lrnq and between Syria and ‘Tranjordan * may 
te placed on the agenda of the sixtysthird session of the Council, to be held 
in May 1991. They propo before that date to soimit to the Counc 
separato statements indicating and explaining theie respective views on this 
queation."” 


3. The French Government and Hix Majesty"« Government wold accord 
ly submit to the Council separate statements indicating in detail thelr views 
rogarding the differences which have arisen between them, and ux to the procedure 
Which they consider most likely to lead to-an equitable aod permaanone salution 
Tam, de 
‘ARTHUR HENT 


[1B 9238/48/89) No. 146, 


Lord Tyrrell to Mr. A. Menderson—{Received Janvary 10.) 


43) 
HIS Majesty's eprosentative at Paris presents his compliments 10, t 
‘rei 


Secretary of State for fiaits, and has tho honour to trasuinit to hi 
copy of a note from the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs roxpocting the 
delimitation of the Syrian-Traqi and Syrian-Transjordan fronticrs 


Paris, January V5, 1981 


Enolosure in No. 146, 
Note from the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs 


PAR une note en date du 9 de ce mois, !'Ambassade d'Angletorre a bien 
voulu faire savoir au Ministére des Affaires dtrangtres quelle était charg par 
son Gouvernement de proposer au Gouvernement frangais le texte dune formule 
qui pourrait étre adressée par les deux Gouvernements au Secrétariat général de 
la Société des Nations en vue de soumettre au Conseil Jour diflirond relatit hla 
détimitation de in frontiére entre la Syrie, dune part, Uruk et 1a Transjordanie, 
de l'autre. 
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Le Ministre des Affaires étrangtres a Vhonneur de faire connaitre i 
VAmbassade de Sa Majesté que le Gouvernement de In République est tout 
disposé A adresser, le plus tit possible, au Seorétariat général de la Société des 
Nations et d'accord aves le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique, nne demande 
tendant A ce que In question de la frontitre susvisée soit mise & lordre du jour 
de la 63° session qui doit se tenir en mai 1931 

Toutefois, il ne lui parait pas possible que la demande qui serait ainsi 
adressée au Secrétariat général me fasse pas mention de la convention du 
28 décembre 1920, qui a déterminé la frontidre. Au demeurant, Varticle 2 de 
cette convention, aux termes duquel les conflits qui pourraient résulter de la 
délimitation de la ligne frontidre sur le terrain seraient portés devant le Conseil 
tle In Bociétd des Nations, trouve som application an différend netuel qal ext 
pendant depuis que la Commission d’Abornement « interrompu ses travaux. 

D'auteo part, les expressions employées dans le 1” ot le 2 paragraphes de 
a formule proposée par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté, \ savoir "la frontitre 
‘entre In Syrie et I'Trak ot entre la Syrie et la Transjordanie,” pourraient donner 
A. penser que les deux Gouvernenients sont disposés & délimiter séparément 
chacune do ces frontidres. Or, ainsi que x’en souviendra l'Am! de Sa 
Majesté, le Ministére des Affaires étrangéres a tonjowrs matntena, ct en 
particulier dans sa note du 7 juin 1990, que ta frontiére devait tre considéne 
dans son ensemble di Tigre A El-Hammé. L’Ambassade de Sa Majesté avait 
a'aillours, accepts ce point de vue par son mémorandam du 25 juin dernier 

Dana la peorée du Miniatiro dos Affaires dtrangiros, Ia formule suggirte 
par Ie Gouvernemont de Sa Majesté devrait done tre modifige de Ia manidre 
suivante 

“Jo Gouvernement de Sa Mnjesté britannique et le Gouvernement de 

Ja République frangaise n'ayant pu arriver A ke mettre d'accord, «ur tn 

délimitation dex frontibres déterminges entre la Syrie, d'une part, I'Trak et 

la Transjordanie, dautre part, par Ia convention du 23 décembre 1920, ont 
déeidé, conformément  Varticle 2 de ladite convention, de soumettre leur 
différend au Conseil de la Sooiété des Nations. 

"En conséquence, lex deux: Gouvernement demandent. que la question 
de In frontibre entre 1a Syrie, d'une part, Trak ot la Transjordania, 

part soit plaate& Vordre du jour do la 62" sation du Conse 

few en mai 1031. Tis proposent de soumottee nu Conseil des mémoirox 


séparés précisant ct exposant leurs points de vue respectifs sur In question,” 


Le Ministire serait reconnaissant A I'Ambassade de Ini faire savoir ai cette 
formule roncontre l'amontimont du Gouvernement de Sa Majextd 


Ministire des A flaires étrangires, 
Paris, le 14 janvier 1981, 


(B 134/194/31) No. 147. 
Mr. A, Henderson to M, de Fleuriaw 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office, February 12, 1981 

IN my note of the 28th October last, I had 
reasons for which His Majesty's Government found it 
of the four conditions, set forth in my note of the 15th Jul 
folt obliged to subject their consent to the reference to judicial decision of the 
claim of a French group in respect of an alleged concession for the extraction of 
salts from the Dead Sea. I further explained that it was not ‘ible for His 
Majesty's Government to accept the proposal of the French Government that 
this claim should be referred for arbitration to a tribunal other than the 
Permanent Court of International Justice at The Hague. 

2 [have received no reply to my note of the 28th October, and your 
Excellency will, { feel sure, appreciate the fact that His Majesty's Government 
are unable to hold open for an indefinite period thes fer to acrept reference 
of the claim to the Permanent Court of International Justice. Tn these eireum- 
stances, I shall be grateful if you will explain to the French Government that 
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if they cannot see their way to accept the proposals put forward in my note o' 
Ue 13th Tuly before the Tst May, the olfler of His Matesy's Government to refer 
the claim to the Permanent Court of International Justice will have to be regarded 
as having lapsed, and that His Majesty's Government will then be unable to agreo 
to the reference of this claim to any form of eee decision, 

ve, 


ARTHUR HENDERSON, 


(E 1921/134/31) No 148, 
AM. de Flouriaw to Mr. A. Henderson —(Received April 4.) 


EN $0 référant & la lettre que von Excellence le Principal Secrétaire d’Rtat 
de Su Majosté britanniqne pour les Affaires étrangores n bion voulu ni adrossar 
‘la date du 12 févrior 1031, M. lo Fleuriau « I'bonneur de faire parventr ci-jointe 
Mr, Arthur Henderson we note relative \ la concession des sola de potaase. de 
la mor Morte, que M, Briand V'a prié de transmettre au Gouvornement de Sa 
Majeaté britannique, Tl wainit, de. 


Ambassade de France, Londres, 
te 12 april 1931. 


Enclosure in No, 148, 
Vote, 


UN examen attentif de In communication que votre Excellence a bien voulu 
me faire tenir, le 28 octobre 1930, ay sujet de la concession vols de la mor 
Morte, et d'une nouvelle communication en date du 12 février 1031, n'a pas 
porinia au Gouvernement frangais de relever la moindre disposition du Gouverne- 
ment de Sa. Majesté d'entror dans les vues exposées par la note frangaive du 
4 septembre. 

‘D'une part, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique maintiont intégrale: 
ment les quatre conditions auxquelles il avait mbordonné l'acoeptation 
arbitrage par sa note du 15 juillet et iI ajoute, pour les justifier, certai 

ments de droit et de fait: d'antre part, i Goarte Ja suggestion qu’ 
presents le Gouvernement francais en eur dine forme d arbitrage, permettant, 

von avis, d'élader les divergences qui ont surgi quant aux modalités de la 
procédure hi suivre. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique n'a pas entrepris de 
connaitre, d'une manidre détaillée, ses vues sur la forme d'arbitrage que lui a 
propasée ‘en dernier lie le Gouvernement frangais. Tl a cependant, a 
Baragrapo 18 de ya note, dela’ tonir pour une péttion de prineip Ia formale 
le In proposition francaise visant une indemnité de dépossssion au profit du 
groupe francais. Le Gouvernement francais estimo que cette critique repose sur 
tun malentendu, ar i1 a’ pas voulu dite, et la formato pi ignifie pus, 
contrairoment X ce que paralt crvire ‘le Gouvernement britannique, qu'une 
indemnité serait due au groupe francais, méme dans te cas ob In concession 
originelle serait déclarve sans valeur par l'arbitre 

De mime que le Gouvernemont do Sa Majesté britannique n'a pas aru devoir 
cexpritner en détail son opinion sur la proposition frangaise, de méme le Gouverne- 
ment francais ne croit pas devoir discater en détail les arguments de droit et de 
fait développés dans a note du 28 octobre, Tl se bornera h observer que les cot- 
sidérations qui y sont énonotes et qui sont empruntées & des décisions rendues 
par In Cour permanente de Justice internationale ont une tout autre valeur quand 
2 e’agit pour Ia cour, saisie d'un litige, de pronoucer sur sa propre com) 

i agit pon deux Gonvernemtats de seutendre, en vue de déterminer 

cet la forme arbitrage la: mieux appropriée pour le rigement d'un 

read. Pour le surplus et eo faisant toutes reserves Végard des arguments 
(6131) M 
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présentés 
pas utile dea 


we, les Affaires 
‘Am! novembre 140, 


Le 2 mare 1931. 


(E 1921/134/31) No. 149. 
Mr. A, Henderson to M: de Bleuriau. 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office, April 22, 1931, 

UNDER cover of a memorandum dated the 12th April, your Excellency was 
‘4 good ae to commanicate to me the reply of the French Government to my notes 
Of the 28th October, 1090, and the 12th February fast, regarding the claim of 
Franch group in respect of an alleged concession for the extraction of elie from 
the . 

2. The claim is ono which His Majesty's Government have refuted in the 

and which they are not under any legal obligation to submit to arbitration. 

int in the desire for conciliation which animates them in all their relations with 
the French Government, they eventually declared themselves ready to agree to 
relor the question to the arbitration ‘of the Permanent Court of Taternational 
Justice at, The Hague, subject to the four conditions which were enumerated in 
iny note of the 18th uly, 1030. 

3. These conditions the French Government were reluctant to accept, and 
acoordingly, in my note of the 28h October, 1930, a full and careful exposit 
was given of the reasons why His Majesty's Government felt obliged to maintain 
them, and why, also, they could only contemplate reference of the question to the 
Permanent Court of International Justice at The Hague and could not agree to 
alse dla ie, th ele ene nteess,cumcsraed, afore sos bat 
tribunal, 

4. “His Majesty's Government cannot but feel some surprise that, in the note 
encloyed in your Excellency’s memorandum under reply, the French Government 
should virtoally ignore this full explanation, and should put forward a fresh 
proposal which is clearly incompatible with it, namely, that the question of the 
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validity of the original concession should be referred to an unspecified tribunal 
before which the French claimants, and not the French Government, would appear 
2s parties to the dispute. 

5. Nor can His Majesty's Government conceal their disappointment that 
the French Government's note shonld be entirely silent on the subject of the settle- 
ment of the British claims arising out of the disturbances in Syria in 1925 and 
1926. The history of the attempts to settle these claims was described at length 
in the latter part of my note of the 25th October, 1980; and it was the earnest 
hope of His Majesty's Government that the French Government would in 
consequence give the matter their serious consideration, and would be able 

mt forward some acceptable offer of settlement or to agree to arbitration 
without further delay. 

6. In short, His Majesty's Goverment regret that they are unable to find 

the note under reply anything to cause them to depart from the attitude taken 
P in my notes of the 15th July and the 2th October, 1930. They are still 
repared to refer the French claim to the arbitration of the Permanent Court of 
International Justice under the conditions enumerated in the earlier of those 
notes: but, unless the French Government are able to indicate before the Ist May 
their acceptance of thove conditions, His Majesty's Government regret that, as 
indicated in my note of the 12th February, they will have no alternative but to 
regard thei offer ax having lapsed, and ill thereafter be unable to agree to the 
reference of this claim to any form of international decision, or, in fact, to give it 
farther consideration 
Thave, &. 


ARTHUR HENDERSON, 


(1B 2980/250/65) No, 150, 


High Commissioner for Transjordan to Seeretary of State for the Colonies 
(Communicated to Foreign Office, May 
(Confidential) 
ly Lord, Aprit 11, 1981. 
THAVE the Renour to refer to the correspandence ending with your 
Lordship’s telegram No. 96, dated the 10th March, 1931, on the mbjeot of the 
Treaty of Friendship between Transjordan and rag, and to forward herewith a 
copy and translation of the Transjordan-Iraq Treaty, which was signed at 
‘Amman by the plenipotentiaries of the two countries on the 20th March, 1981. 
2 In the copy retained by the Iraq representative His Majesty King Feisal 
and Trag,are mentioned first throughout, while in, the copy’ retained by the 
‘Transjordan Governinent His Highness the Emir and Transjordan are mentioned 
first, 
3. only brought to the notice 
he the word Kings’ had 
been substituted for the word “Ralers” in the phrase "Arab Kings and 
Governments.” 
T have, 


» Se, 
J_R. CHANCELLOR, 
High Commissioner for Fransjordan. 


Enclosure in No, 150. 


Tranxjordant Treaty. 
(Translation.) ps ty i! 
HIS Highness the Emir Abdullah, Amir of Trans} 
King Feisal I, 


es sjordan, and His Majest 
‘King of Iraq, boing desirous of establishing frm and amicable 
relations between their two countries, and of offering a practical example of the 
good understanding which it is earnestly desired should exist between Arab 
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‘Kings and Governments, have resolved to conclude a treaty for this purpose and 
have appointed as their plenipotentiaries — 


His Highness the Amir of Transjordan : 


His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah Effendi Siraj, Chief Minister of the 
‘Transjordan Government; 


His Majesty the King of Lraq 
His Excellency Nuri Pashaes-Said, Chief Minister of the Iraq 
Government; 


who, having communicated to each other their full powers, found in good and 
due form, have agreed as follows :— 2 sin 


Anricur 1, 


His Highness the Amir of Transjordan recognises the Kingdom of Iraq and 
His Majeaty tho King of Traq recognises the Amifate of Transjerdan.* 


Annicie 2 


‘The relations between the two Goveroments of Transjordan and Traq shall 
be established on tho basis of firm co-operation and intimate friendship, 


Annicex 3, 


The Governments of Transjordan and Traq shall conclude between them, 
with the leaat possible delay, commercial, postal, custome, residential, travelling 
‘and extradition agreements. 


Awrioue 4, 


Both the Transjordan and Iraq Governments shall co-operate it the control 
of public order at the boundaries and shall prevent transgressions, and will take 
reciprocal sanitary measuros between the two countries. 

This treaty shall be ratified in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitutions of the two countries and shall come into force upon the exchange 
of vratifications, which sball take place as soon as possible. 


Jn faith whersot the above-mentioned plenipotentIsriew have signed the 
Provent treaty and have thereunto affixed their seals, 


For vets of (a) Treaty of Friendahip and * Bon-Voisinage " between Traq 
and jax and Nejd and Dependencies, and Protocol on Arbitration of the 
7th April, 191, and (0) Extradition Treaty between Iraq and Nejd and Hejaz 
of the 8th April, 1981, see under Arabia, No, page.) 


( 2027/294/89) No. 151. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Passfeld (Communicated to Foreign Office, May 18.) 

Reinet as J, May 1, 1981 
Bagdad, May 1, 1931. 

+ "WITH your Lordship's approval T arranged to pay a vist 19M. Pensot, the 
French High Commissioner in Syria, whiwe noquaintance 1 had not previcuah 
had the pleasure of making. in order to diseuss a number of questions. whi 
affected the mutual interests of Syria and frag. 

2. Tleft Bagdad early on the morning of the 10th April, accompanied by 

ny private seoretary, Flight-Lieutenant, Hawtrey. in my own * Puss Moth * 
aeroplane, escorted Gy two machines of the Royal Air Force, which carried as 
igers Mr. Sturges, my political secretary, and a wireless operator. The 
Journey of about 500 miles to Damascus was completed in five hours and we were 
escorted for the last 20 miles by twelve French military aeroplanes flying in close 
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formation. Twas received on the aerodrome by M. Solominc, the délégué of the 
French High Commissioner; the General Officer Commanding the French Forces 
in Damascus; Colonel Antoinat, commanding the 39th Regiment of Aviation; 
Mr. Hole, His Majesty's consul; and a ‘of honour. ter lunching at the 
house of M. Solomiae, I proceeded by car to the Residency at Beirut, where I was 
received by M. Ponsot and his staff and a picturesque guard of honour, which 
was formed of Bedouin camel sowars. Before dinner I conversed for an hour 
with Mr. Satow, His Majesty's consul-general in Beirut, who was kind enough 
to give me much valuable information on the subject of M. Ponsot's views on 
carrent questions affecting Iraq. At an official banquet the same evening I was 
introdaced to the principal French civil and military officers in Beirut. ‘The 
morning of the 20th was nt in conversation with M. Ponsot, and in the 
ai we motored together to the rains of Baalbek, and also visited the 
headquarters of uviation- at Rayak and tho interesting town of Zahli. At a 
dinner at the Residency that evening T met M. Debbas, the President of the 
Lebanese Republic, who scemed to he principally interested in the boycott of the 
Belgian Tramway and Electricity Company at Beirut, which had been in progress 
for three weeks, und had beon carefully organised in order to force the company 
to reduce its char 

3. ALG o'clock of the following morning M, Ponwot. accompanied. me by 
car to Tripal, distance of rather more than 00 tiles, along avery good 
which skirted the coast of the Lebanon. M. Ponsot showed a marked preference 


for Tripoli, and it wax evident that he looked forward to a time when it would 


become the principal contro of French activity in the Lebanon. He told me that 
the town, with ite auburb of El Mina, aleeady had a population of about 200,000, 
tnd enjoyed a superior climate and far greater fucilitien for expatsion than 
Beirut. Ite favourable situation at the northern extresuity of the Lebanon range 
lords ey ascens tothe interior of the country by the standard gnoge rallway 
to Homa. “This railway, M, Ponsot informed mo, would eventually be extend. 
to Palmyra and Deit-ez-Zor on tho Euphrates, at an estimated cost of 
230 million frames, but since it had recently been found that « railway wax not 
‘necessary to assist the construction of the oll pipe-line, he thought that the 
extension would have to be deferred for some years. Wo then’ motored tw 
Rasel-Lodas, an insignificant cape 6 kilom, to the north-east of Tripoli, where 
he informed me that it had been decided hat the pipe-line from Traq|’ should 
cater the sca, From this point the oil would be earried by A, stn pipe to an 
anchorage 1 mile from the shore. where the oll tankers would load. In order 
to facilitate this operation, it had been decided to build a breakwater connecting 
tho small islands which Iny off the promontory of El Mina, which would protect 
the anchorage from the prevailing wouth-westeriy ales, ‘This would ensor that 
the tankers would lond in safety at all times, with the exception of about fifteen 
days in the year when northerly winds prevailed. The breakwater wotld at the 
satus tie provide a smooth area of 1200 metres aqua, where hydroplanes could 
safely latid in all weathers. At prosent there was a service of French flying-boats, 
which flew once a week, both ways, between Tripoli and Marseilles vit Athena 
in two days, and it was to eliminate Athens and reduce the period to 
one day.“ M. Ponsot told me that the scheme for constructing « harbour at 
‘Tripoli for ships of 80 feet draught had been definitely abandoned, partly owing 
to the large expense involved, but, chiefly owing to the fact that aativfactory 
arrangements for the oil tankers to loud hd been put in hand as described above, 
M_ Ponsot was at pains to impress on me the natural advantages of Ras-el-Lodas 
as terminal for a pipe-line. 

4. We motored back at mid-day to Beirut, where I took leave of M. Ponsot 
and proceeded by car to Rayak. Here I was joined by my escort, and we were 
‘entertained to a complimentary luncheon by Calonel Antoinat and the offcers of 
the 89th Regiment of Aviation. Tn the afternoon we flew from Rayak to Ramleh 
in one and a half hours, escorted by twelve Freuct machines up to the Pasting 
frontier, and T spent the night of the 21st and 22nd at Jerusalem as the guest of 
Sir John Chaocellor. At Jerusalem various x connected with the 
Haifa-Ragdad Railway were discussed with the High Commissioner and 
Sir Frederick Palmer, who had arrived from England to inspest the alignment, 
On the 23rd we flew from Palestine to Bagdad in six and a half hours, ‘The 
whole journey of 1,500 miles occupied about fourteen hours in the air instead of 
teveraf days of motor travel by indiferent rond tracks, 
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5 puree my visit to Beirut | was enabled to have many hours’ conversa- 
tion with M. Ponsot quite alone, while Mr. Sturges held discussions with bis 
seoretariat. We ne views with great frankness and cordiality, and 
M. Ponsot professed to take me into his confidence on the question of the futare 
attitude of his Government towards the Syrian mandate. He told me that when 
he read the Anglo-Irag Treaty concluded in June 1980 his first impression was 
that it had established a close British protectorate over Iraq. n he read 
between the lines, however, it dawned on him that the treaty, while carefully 
safeguarding British interests, represented a generous and statesmanlike 
tndeavonr to meet the legitimate aspirations of the fraqie towards independence. 
‘When he came to Syria five years ago he formed the opinion that the British 
Government was proceeding too hastily in Iraq, and that a longer period of 
preparation would be required before this infant State could be reasonably 
oxpected to stand on its own feet. Recent experience, however, had caused. him 
to alter hie opinion, He was now convinced that. she British pliey wns right in 

were doubtless 


results, so far 
y the sacrifices we had made 


‘study of the problem. The 
diouliy, however, was to bring the Quai d'Orsay to the tame way. of thinkil 
‘a 


Ho proposed to proceed on lave to Paris aboot the middle of Mar, and would 
probably stay there for five months. During this period be hoped to work out 
with the French Foreign Office the details of an agrecment with Syria which he 
Mould stggeat shouldbe based roughly on the principles af the Anglo-traq ‘Treat 
of 1930, "At present, there was no ono with whom he could nogotiate. Tt would, 
therefore, probably be nevessary to hold elections on his return to Syria in the 
autumn and enter into negotiations with the Government which would therey 


any proposal that the Throne of Syria should be 
Tegards the . M. Ponsot held strongly that this 
its history since 1860 and of the special position of the 
‘of Turkey, would have to be established as a permanent 
Christian enclaye, It was impossible, in his opinion, that it should again become 
‘au appanage of a predominantly Moslem State. On the other hand, the French 
Government would be prepared to grant the Labanese Republic a full measure of 
independence, I thanked M. Ponsot for this interesting forecast, but told him 
that, if experience of the political mentality of the Iraqis could be said to form 
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any useful guide, I thought that the Syrians would take strong objection to,the 
lopping off of the Jebel and the Alouites from the parent State, though it 
yas posible that they might be reconciled to a separation from the Lebanon, 
M. Ponsot emphasised that the Alouites and Jebel Druse were at present 
administered by French Governors, and it was most unlikely that: they, would 
‘consent in the near future to come under the control of Damascus. He agreed, 
however, that they should be encouraged to join the State of Syria as soon as 
might be practicable. r 

6. In the course of our conversation on the subject of oil, M. Ponsot said 
that he had no complaint to make about the terms of the new convention ax 
rej to him, but he expressed apprehension that the agreement might not 
be ratified by the Iraqi Parliament and that the old state of uncertainty and 
delay in bringing the oll to production might continue indefinitely. T reassured 
him on this point. He told me that Syria had no interest in the building of 
railways towards the Iraq frontier in the zone south and east of a line drawn 
from Palmyra to Deir-ez-Zor, and it was therefore no hardship for her to 
subscribe for twenty-five years to a self-denying ordinance in respect of this zone. 
He realised that the Iraqi Governmont regarded, the early construction of 3 
Haifa-Bagdad railway as vital to tho interests of the country, and he assured 
me that Syria could take no legitimate objection to such » railway, He gave 
‘mo to understand, however, that it was his ambition to link up Tripoli with Mosul 

id Northern Persia by the Palmyra-Deires-Zor route, He said that the 
isibin railway to Alexandretta was so exposed to attack from Turkey that it 
seemed hardly worth developing as an important trade route, 

7. After a long discussion on the subject of the frontier, M. Ponyot agreed 
that a commission from ‘of Nations should mako a local enquiry, 
preferably next autumn, and should report firat of all as to the interpretation 
Of the 1920 Convention line accepted by Lord Curzon and M. Borthelot at San 
Remo and, at the same time, should recommend, on the principle of equal 
‘conceasions on both sides, what divergencies from this line would, in the opinion 
of the commission, be advisable on geographical, tribal and administrative 
considerations. He that these recommendations, which should cover 
the Syrian frontier with Transjordan (and therefore part of the Jebel Druse 
country) ax well ax with Traq, should be presented to the Council of the League, 
whose decision should be final. Great Britain and France would have ample 
opportunity of representing their point of view before the Council gave its 
decision, 1 am reporting on this subject separately by telegram, 

S. [explained to M, Ponsot that the Iraqi Government were anxious to 
cetablih a conmlate at Beirut, and be told me that be was willing to age to 
thix proposal for the sake of improvement of relations 1 promised that L would 
ddo my best to induce King Feisal to select for this post a suitable Traqi who would 
not be likely to indulge in improper activities. M. Ponsot suggested that 

fuestion should now be fornally placed before the Quai «Orsay by the London 

Moreign Office. As regards Sultan Atraah, tho robel chief of the Jebel Druse, 
M. Ponsot was quite content that he should remain in his present refuge with 
King Ibn Saud. He would have no objection, however, to his residence in Iraq, 
provided that he was not permitted to live close to the Syrian frontier, and he 
suggested his removal to some place eust of the Tigris. : 

‘9, Other matters, such as the case of the Amarat camels, which M. Ponsot 
promised to settle to the satisfuction of Iraq, Uh economic conference at Bagdad, 
the tribal conference at Albu Kamal, and the collection of widi, were amicably 
discussed and disposed of, and 1 feel that the personal contact which this visit 
hhas enabled me to establish with M. Ponsot will be of valuable assistance to me 
in dealing with any future problems which may arise. fl 

10, I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's High Com- 
missioner for Palestine and to His Majesty's consul-goneral at Beirut. 

T have, &. 
¥. H. HUMPHRYS, 
High Commissioner for Iraq. 
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(E 2785/5/93) No. 152, 


‘Sir P/ Humphrys to Sir J. Shuckburgh (Colonial Office) —(Receieed in Foreign 
Ofiet, Moy 23) 
Secret.) 


ly dear Shuckburgh, Bagdad; Moy 1, 1931 
I SEE that we have not yet sent you the enclosed letter from the French 
Chargé d' Affaires here, which gives the guarantee on the subject of railways in 
East Syria, without which the revised agreement with the Iraq Petroleum 
Company conld not have been concluded. Thave not yet had a copy communicated 
to me olficially by the Tragi Government, the reason being that they are most 
anxious for it to be kept absolutely secret for the present, but you will see from 
my report on my visit to Syrin that Ponsot had no objection to this self-denying 
ordinance. 
‘Yours sincerely, 
FH. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 1652. 
French Chargé f Affaires to Tray Minister for Porvigem Affaire 


Consulat de France, 
Baghdad, te 22 mare 9B. 
JE me fais un plaisir de fairo part A votre Excellence que le Gouvernement 
de la République frangaiso m'a autorixé et spéoialement chargé de signer en som 
hot stinni quan nom du Gouvernement syrien Vengayement—engagement que 
ai Vhonuour de donner officiellement a vote Excellence par cette. présente 
ttire=-dle Ne pax constraire lant vingt-cing ans, sans accord préalable et 
formel aveo le Gouvernement Trak, de voi ferrées de Paimyre A Rutbah ow 
en direction de Rutbah, de Palmyre & Abou-Kemal ou en direction d' Abot-Kemal, 
de Deir-ez-Zor & Abou-Kemal ou en direction d’ Abou-Kemal 
Veuillez agréer, de. 
Le Chargé d'Affaires de France en Irak, 
PAUL LEPISSIER 


(E 2861/48/89) No, 153. 


Sir F. Humphrys to Seoretary of State for the Colonies—(Reeeived in Foreign 
r Office, June 1.) 

Sir, Bagdad, May 15, 1981 

[HAVE the honour to transit to you, for information, & copy of a note 
addressed: to the French High Commissioner, Beirut, on the subject of the 
Sele lengi frontier . 

L_ Copies have also been sent to the Acting High Commissioner, Jerusalem, 
and His Majesty's consul-general, Beirat. 

T have, &e. 
F. 1. HUMPHRYS. 


Enelosure in No. 153, 


Sir P. Humphrys.to French High Commissioner, Beirut 


M. le Haut-Commissaire, Bagdad, May 15, 1931 

_ AS a result of conversations that took place during my recent’ visit to 
cit, L have formed the impression that the correspondence that has passed 
hetweven the British and French Governments on the subject of the reference of 
the Syrio-Iraqh frontier question to the League af Nations has bee attended with 
4 certain amount of misunderstanding Whereas it appears that the French 
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Goverment were under the mistaken impression that the British Government 
were anxious that the frontier question should be settled by the League without 
reference to the Franco-British Convention of the 23rd December, 1920, the 
British Government had been led to believe that the French Government were not 
Prepared. to agree that the League should be authorise to consider any 
‘modification of the boundary defined in the convention. It is easy to eee how this 
misunderstanding prevented agreement being reached on a combined draft 
formula referring the question to the League of Nations I understood, however, 
from what passed at Beirut, that your Excellency did not, in fact, object to the 
frontier defined in the couvention being modified in accordance with geographical. 
tribal and administrative consideration; your Excellency stipulated only that, 
in order to ensure that such modifications should be made as far as possible on a 
reciprocal basis, it was necessary to provide that any commission seat to conduct 
investigations Ga. the spot should first. come to some conclusion regarding the 
interpretation of article 1 of tho convention. If the foregoing ix a correct 
interpretation of your Excellency’s attitude, I fool aure that it would not be a 
dificult matter for your Excellency and wiyself to agree on a draft combined 
formula referring the question to the League, which id recommend to our 
respective Goveruments, and, with this object in view, the enclosed draft has been 

red. 
peat will be soon that the draft i+ bused ou the deaft prepared by. the 
‘Quai d'Orsay last September, amenited in sich a way ns to make it clear that the 
difficultion which have arisen are connected both with the Interpretavion. of 
article 1 of the convention and. with the reconciliation of tho frontier defined in 
that article with local conditions, and that the British Government have no 
objection to the frontier recommended by the commission being hased upon the 
couclusions reached by them mgarding the interpretation of article 1, provided 
that the French Government, for their part, agroo that the comission should be 
empowered to incorporate in the ‘frontier recommended by thetn . such 
modifications of the convention frontier as they consider that local geographical, 
tribal and adininisteative conditions require, An attempt hap been made in the 
enclosed draft to present both these aapects of the problem without emphasis 
either at the expenve of the other, and hope that your Hxclleney wil find i 
possible to accept it 
Pome T have: therefore, taken the pert of the visit of a party of the 
Royal Air Force to Rayak to send the draft by my political secretary, 
Mr. Sturges, inthe hope that your Excellency will agree ‘that it should be 
dincummed at the Residency, with the object of agreement being reached in time for 
the combined reference to be represented to the Council af the Leagno of Nations 
hefore the September session, ee 

avai 


¥. 1. HUMPHRYS, 
High Commissioner for Iraq, 


(E 3129/48/89) No. 154 


ir F. Humphrys to the Colonial Office (Communicated to Forergn Office, 
June 15.) 


The Rerideney, Bagdad, May 26, 1931, 
to you, for information, a copy of a note 
addressed to the Iraqi Prime Minister on the subject of the Sprie-Traqt frontier. 
2. Copies have also been sont to His Majesty's Acting High Commissioner, 
Jerusalem, and His Majesty's consu-general, Boirut, 
LT have, &e. 
FM. HUMPHRYS. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 154. 


Sir F. Humphrys to Nuri Pasha. 


‘My dear Prime Minister, The Residency, Ragidad, May 24, 1931. 

YOUR Excellency will remember that on the evening of the 15th May, 1 
showed your Excellency a draft of a combined communication by the British and 
French ‘Governments to the Couneil of the League referring the Syrio-Traqi 
frontier question to the Council for a decision. Your Excellency stated that the 
draft correctly reflected the views of the Tragi Government and that your 
Excellency welcomed the suggestion that I should attempt to secure M. Pousot’s 
acceptance of a combined communication drafted on these lines. 

Tam glad to be able to inform your Excellency as a result of negoti 
undertaken with the French High Commission by Mr, Sturges who visi 
Beirnt specially for the purpose, the draft has heen accepted by M. Ponsot with 
cortain minor imendments which do not affect its essential features, I enclose 
scopy of te deaft in the form finally agreed upon, and I sboold be glad to receive 
at the earliest possible moment your Excellency's formal approval of the action 
ha a ben taken é 

he renewed prospect of this question being referred to the League of 
Nations raives once more the question of the aves referred to in Mr. Sturges's 
lottor dated the 27th August, 1980, to his Excellency Ja’far Pasha. 1 under- 
‘stand that the French anthorities in Syria agree that arrangements should now 
te made to carry out a joint survey of the frontier zone as oon ax possible, and 
T should, therefore, be ‘obliged if your Excelleney would consider the question 
rained in’ Mr. Sturges's letter without delay and acquaint me with the views of 
tho Traqi Government. 

Taam sending a copy of this letter to the Rais of the Royal Diwan. 

‘Yours sincerely, 
F. H HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 154. 


Secretariat of the Council of Ministers to the Potitical Secretary to the High 
Commissioner for Iraq, Hagdad. 
Baydad, May 27, 1981 

REFERENCE. his Excellency the High Commissioner's letter dated the 
24th May, 1981, regarding the Lraqt-Syrian frootier. 

Tamm directed to inform you that the Traqi Government agree to the draft 
combined communication proposed for submission by the British and French 
Governments to the Council of the League of Nations regarding the reference of 
the Syrio-Lent frontier question to the said Council fra decision 

In regard to the question of carrying out combined arrangements for the 
survey of the frontier zone, you will be addressed later in this connexion. 


"ABDUL QADIR RASHID, 
Secretary to the Council of Ministers 


|B 3209/134/31) No. 155. 


Memorandum communicated by the French Embassy, June 17, 1931. 


PAR oa lettre du 22 avril dernier, sou Excellence le Secrétaire d’Btat pour 
lee Affaires étrangires avait bien vouln faire savoir & I'Ambassadeur de France 
que le Gouvernement britannique, estimant n’étre pas légaiement dans l'obliga- 
tion de soumettre & I'arbitrage les réclamations du groupe frangais in a 
1a concession accordée avant la guerre pour l'exploitation des gisements de sels de 
potasee de la mer Morte, maintenait entitrement les conditions auxquelles il a 
Antérieurement subordonné son consentement & porter ces réclamations devant la 
Cour permanente de Justice internationale; cette communication ajoutait que, si 
lea conditions énumérées dans la note britannique du 15 juillet 1990 n’étaient pas 
acceptées par le Gouvernement francais avant le 1% mai, le Gouvernement 


im 


britannique serait dans Vimpossibilité de donner son accord & lu soumission de 
cette affaire & une forme quelconque de décision internationale ou méme de la 
prendre en considération, 

Le Gouvernement francais a éprouvé Ja plus grande surprise & apprendre 
que le Gouvernement britannique entendait mettre fin aussi sommairement & cette 
Maire. Des Frangais pretendent avoir des droits dans une concession dont Ia 
validité est contestée, et ils en sont évineds, Que leur prétention soit ou non 
fondée, ils ont & tout le moins droit A trouver un juge, Le Gouvernement 
frangais a le devoir de protéyer ses nationaux. Il ne peut donc admettre qu’ In 
date du 1” mai, son droit d’intervention ait pris fin. 

‘Le Gouvernement francais n’avait pas manqué d’examiner avec le plus grand 
soin les explications contenues dans la note britannique du 12. fevrier, n'y 


trouvant pas de motifs déterminants pour accepter les conditions énonoées pat 

Je Gouvernement britannique, il n'avait pas cru nécessaire d'entrer A ce sujet 

dans les détails d’une controverse juridique. Il avait, cependant, pris soin de 

dire, pour réyondre aux consiérations que Ix pte britannique empruntait & 
i 


des ‘décisions de Ia Cour permanente de Justice internationale, que ces 
‘considérations ont une tout autre yaleur pour une cour statuant sur'sa propre 
Gompttence que pour deux Gonyersements gui cherchent Aw entendre eur I forme 
arbitrage fe mieux appropriée au réghement d'un difiérend, 

Cos explications ayant été jugées trop bréves, le Gouvernement. francais 
ajoute que, de toutes les décisions de la cour auxquelles tn note britannique s'est 
référde, une veule, celle concernant lee emprunta serbes, concerne une afaire qui 
ait 6t6 portée devant Ia cour par voie de compromis ; c'est également par vote de 
comprotuis que laffaire des potases de In mer Morte pourrait tre portée soit 
devant la cour, soit devant un tribunal spécial, Or, dans 'affaire des emprunts 
serbes, la cour n'a pas et dir si tel acte de la Serbio était ou non contraire au 
droit intornational, mais uniquement a dire quel mode de paiement était conforme 

par In Serbic envers les porteurs, De inéme, aujourd'hui, 
‘de déterminer si le groupe francais a bien les droits qu'il 


roils 

conséquenice, le Gouvernement feangais s'estime fondé i we pus acceptor 
des condition’ qui enieveraient, au litige am véritable Physioncmie et quit eu 
préventant au juge le litige dans des termes ne correspondant pax A la réalité, 
‘iaquoeaiet. 'sgratoer ‘60 juge vors uno solution qui ne serait conforme ai a! 
justice ni & T'équi 
Jf Gourersumens do la Rpubliqun, en préouice de conditions ton par We 
Gouvernement britannique et qu'il jugeait ne pouvoir adopter, avait cherché une 
issue pratique en suggérant une antre forme d'arbitrage que celle qui avait été 
tout d'abord considérée. Getto forme, comme il Ta indiqué dane xu note du 
28 octobre 1930, aurait rendu admissible ta disposition relative au paiement des 
frais par la partie perdante qu’a proposée le Gouvernement britannique. Le 
Gouvernement de ln République a eu le regret de constater que ses suggestions i 
cot Gand, formalées en octobre 1980 et, sone une forme modifide, en avril 1931, 
u‘avaient pas rega un accuell favorable. 

want ih In question des réclamations britanniques so rattachant aux 
di res de Syrie en 1925 et 1926, ai le mémorandum du 12 avril 1930 I'a passée 
ous nilence, c'est que la position dir Gouvernement francais A cet gard avait été 
tee netemént nonce at mots octobre préesteat, Il ny a aucun rapport entre 
Vaffaire des sels de potasse de la mer Morte et les récfamations relatives aux 
troubles de Syrie; le Gonvernement de la République ne peut dove admettre 
qu’elles soient liées l'une h l'autre, 

Le Gouvernement francais se refuse & penser que les divergences qui se sont 
affirmées tonchant les modalités d'un riglement. arbitral du présent litige doivent 
conduire 4 lnisser celui-ci sans solution et il est persuadé que le désir de 
conciliation qui, comme V'a rappelé Je Gouvernement britannique, anime ce 
dernier dans ses relations avec le Gouvernement francais, Iui fera partager ce 
sentiment. Il suggtre, dans ces conditions, d’utilier In yoie qu’offre aux deux 
1607, pour ie ighanent peetique 4s confi nteraiiastn. - Coaformeaat t 
1907, pour le it paci lits internrtionanx. ta 
ce totes dete Goctteianeas pourraient charger un tribunal arbitral, 
compose'de trois membres dela Cour. permanente Arbitrage de La. Haye, 
d’établir un compromis par lequel seraient déférées & ce tribunal lex questions 
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litigieuses relatives 2 Ia concession pour Vextraction du sel de la mer Morte: il 
pourrait d’ailleors étre peeioent entendy que ce tribunal aurait & suivre la 
procédure sommaire régiée par le titre IV, chapitre IV, de la Convention de La 
Faye du 18 octobre 190 

"Le Gouvernement de la République est prét, quant & Ini, & entrer dans cette 
voie et il attend avec confiance que le Gouvernement britannique veuille bien lu: 
faire connaitre #il lui parait possible de se rallier A cette suggestion 


Ambassade de France, Londres, 
Te 17 juin 1931. 





[EB 3220/5/93) No, 156. 


Conwut-General Satow to Mr. A, Henderson.—(Received June 20.) 
(No, 64) 
Sir, Beirut, June 10, 1931, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of the supplement 
to the Lebanse “Official Journal,"* No. 2509, of the Sth June, containing the 
abamese Inv of the 2ird May ratifying the Transit Convention of the 25th March, 
1931, between the Lebanese Government and tho Iraq Petroleum Company 
(Limited), I am sending copies of this to Hix Majesty's High Commissioners for 
Palestine and Teng. 

2... The supplement also contains an agreement between the Lebanese Govern- 
mont and the Government of Lattakia eeprding tbe. modification of their common. 
frontier, Reforence is made in articlo 4 of the agreement and in its preamble 
to the projected construction of the pipe-line in the vicinity of this frontier. 

have, &o, 
E. SATOW. 


Rnolomre in No. 156. 
** Journal offi ppliment du No. 2600 du Vendredé & Juin 1931 


i) 
Loi portant Approbation d'une Convention conclue entre la République 
POrUOM Ubandiae ot TTraq Petroleum Company (Limited) vate 


LA Chambre des Dépatia » vot, 

Lh Prixident do In Iépablique promulyue Ia loi dont Ja teneur suit 

Article 1". Est approuvée la convention conclue A Reyrouth, le 25 mars 1931, 
centre lo roprésentant de la République libanaise et M. John Skliros, agissant pour 
le compte de I'Traq Petroleum Company (Limited), au sujet du transit des pétroles 
de cotte compagnie i teavers Etat du Liban. 

"Ate 2 fat approuvé l'accord conclu h Beyrouth, le 12 mai 1931, entre la 
République libanaixo ot le Gouvernoment de Lattaquieh au sujet de la fixation de 
Jour comaiune frontidre et do I'établissement d'un régime spécial en ce qui. touche 
Jes grandes voies de communication qui longent ou traversent cette frontiéne, 

CHARLES DEBBAS. 

Beyrouth, le 23 maj W031, 

Par le Président de la République : 

Lo Président du Conseil, Ministre des 
finances et de I’ Agriculture, 
AvcusTe Apr. 


@ 


Convention de Transit dee Pétroles de U'lrag Petroleum Company (Limited), 
spel it travers U'Btat. du’ Liban. er: a 


Cotte Convention passée le 25 mars 1931 entre les soussignés son Excellence 
Auguste Pacha Adib, Président du Conseil des Ministres de Is République 
banaise, ngissant pour le compte dn Gouvernement libanais (ci-aprés dési 
“Je Gouvernement *), d'une part, et John Skliros, agissant pour le compte de 
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V'Fraq Petroleum Company (Limited), dont le sitge social se trouve & Londres, 
King William Street House, Arthur Street, ci-aprés dénommée '* la compagnie" 
(expression gui ‘comportera partout oh elle sera employée, non seulement Ja 
compagnie elle-méme, mais ses mandataires ou toute compagnie filiale ou associée 
diment constituée, ou toute autre société qui serait reconnue conformément. aux 
dispositions de l'article 26 ci-aprés comme étant constituée ou utilisée par la 
compagnie dans le but de construire, entretenir ou exploiter les conduites, les 
raflineries et les travaux y afiérents’ aux termes de cette convention), d’autre 
part, 
Tl a été exposé ce qui suit 

Attendu que la compaguie a 16 constitade Je 31 janvier 1911 sons Je régime 
de ta Loi sur les Sociétés, Compagnies (Consolidation Act) de 1008, sous la raison 
sociale “African and Eastern Concessions (Limited), " et qu’ la date du 
28 octobre 1913, cette raison sociale a été modifide ot ost devenue “ Turkish 
Petroleum Company (Limited) et qu’h la date du 8 juin 1929, cette raison sociale 
68 modifige et est devenue “Iraq Petroleum Company (Limited),” et 

‘Attendu qu’en date du 14 mars 1025, uu acte de concession (ci-aprés désigné 
“Concession d'Irak,”” expression qui comportera toute prolongation ou 
modification qui pourrait y étre apportée) est: interven entre le Gouvernement 
Irak d'une part et la compagnie d'autre part, anx termos daquel lo Gouyerne- 
ment a accordé A la compagnie lo droit exclusif d'explorer, prospector, forer, 
extraire et préparer pour lo commerce: pétrole, naphte, yaz saturel, ozokérite, 
St le droit denlover et de vendre ledits produits at lours dérivés, aux termes, 
‘Conditions et prescriptions contenus et énumérés dana ladite Concession d'Irak, et 

Attendu gue la compagaic, ex wun de exploitation de la Goncosion Trak, 
Aésire construire une on pluxiours conduites de I'Lrak dun point terminus situé 
‘sur la Méditerrance, 1a conduite traversant de ce fait fo territoire de Ia République 
libanaise (ci-aprés désigné ** le territoire de | tat"), et constraire et entretenir 
dans ce territoire des bureaux, stations do pompage, ateliers, entrepdte, réservoirs 
Bor le pétzole ot pour ea, pont maison pout lg employés, lignes’ de chemin 

fer ot do tramways, cibles ow Leansporteurs adrions ov soutcerains, baos, 
transports par ronte, par eatt ou par air, aérodromes, cibles électriques aérienn 
ot sonterrains, lignes élégraphiqnes ot 'éléphoniqnes, inallstions do radio 
télégraphic et radiotéléphonie, radineries, parce do résorvoirs, bopitans, stations 
de force motrice, conduites de pétroles, gaz et ait postos, enterrées ou immorgéon 
ft antres travax (qu'ils soient de la nature de ceux qui sont énumérés ci-dossux 
‘ou fon) connexes ou similnires y aflérents (toutes cos opérations sont ci-apros 
collectivement ineluses dans l'exprension " leutrepriso ''), ot 

“Attendu que le Gouvernement, en vue des avantages que le pays en retirera, 
désire faciliter, par lea moyens prévus par Ja présente convention, lex opérations 
de la compagnie se rapportant & I'entreprive, ‘ 

Tl a did convent et arrété entre ke Gouvernement et la compagnie co qui 
nit 


Anrrene 1 


Droits accordés 4 Ia Compagnie 


To Gouvernement, par ces présentes, conctde & la compagnie dans le terri- 
toire de I’Etat le droit (ci-apris désigné “la concession”) de construire, entretenir 
bot exploiter une ov plusieurs conduites ot tous travaux auxiliaires y afférents et 
de faire tout co qut pourrait étre nécessaire pour entreprise, ax conditions 
suiivantes; 


Anricun 2 


Durie de la Concession. 


La durée de Ia concession sera de soixante-dix ons i partir de la date de la 
signature de la. présente convention. 


‘Soumission les Plans. 

Avant de commencer la pose de la conduite, Ja compignic soumettra ou 
Gouvernement des plans indiquant les terrains dans lesquels In conduite sera 
poste, et les terrains sur lesquels des stations de pompage, raflineries ou autres 
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ouvrages de l'entroprise seront érigés, ces plans devant étre de nature & permettre 
au Gouvernement de vérifier les droits de propriété portant sur ces terrains 


Aboutissement de ta Conduite & Tripoli. 


Contiguité dee Conduites 


‘Si ln compagnie désire poser plus dune conduite, les conduites de la 
Compagnie seront comtiguis, wus cette réserve que la cabypagnie, at cas ob il 
serait nécessaire de poser des conduites qui ue solent pas contignés, pourra 
ces conduites aprés avoir préalablement soumis les plans susvisés et obtenu le 
consentement duu Gouvernement. de poser des condaites conformément i ces plans, 
ce consentement ne devant pas étre retardé ni refusé sans inotif raisonnable 


Prolongation ou Renourellement de la Concession. 


Si la compagnie prévoit qu’s l'expiration de ladite période, elle disposcra 
‘encore de pétroles de I'Lrak ou d”une autre provenance & (hacer en transit A 
travers le territoire de’ Etat, et xi elle présonte une demande de renouvellement de 
In présente convention dans un délai minimum de six mois avant la date dexpira- 
tio de ladite convention, le Gouvernement engage h examiner cette demande 
aveo Ia plus grande bienveillance et avec le désir d'accorder & la compagni 
Fenouvellement de sa concession dans les conditions les plus raisonnables i cette 

0, 


Abandon, 


Avant mime Vexpiration de ladite période, Ia compagnie aura lo droit de 
faire ubandon défnitit au Gouvernoment de tous ls drolte que fui accordent les 
prisentes, en lui donnant seulement notification éorite de son intention trois mois 
d'avance; cette convention prondra fin délinitivement & Ia date fixée dane ladite 
notification. Si cette notification est donnée avant vingt-cing ans A partir de la 
prévnte convention, la compagnie mra en droit d'enlover, quite de toua droite e 

taxes, toutes Tes installations, constructions, magasins, matériel et tous autres { sie) 
constituant sa propriété, dtant entendu que pendant ane période de trois mois, 
‘k dater do In récoption’ de ladite notification, le Gouvernement aura le droit 
d'acheter lew installations, matériel ot propriété cités plus haut, & leur prix di 

remplacement i la date en question, défaleation faite de leur dépréciation ; ce prix 
vera fixée par entente amiable ou, faute d’accord, réglé dans les conditions 
primes A Varticle 25 eisaprix 


Remise au Gouvernement des Biens immeubles de la Compagnie  U Expiration 
de la Concession 


des stations de pompage, des 
le torritaire de I'Etat et itilisés pour les opérations de Ia compagnie, deviendront 
a propriété da Gouvernement ans aucun déommagement. 


ANrICLR 3. 


Liewe réservés dU Bxercice dex Cultes. 


Aucune construction de J'entreprise ne pourra étre érigée dans les limites des 
ccimotidres, des lieux réservés & l'exervice des cultes ou des lienx renfermant des 
antiquités tels qu'ils sont énumérés et décrits dans les Lois et Raglements 
concernant les Antiquités, 

Les objets d'art et les antiquités découverts pendant Ia construction seront 
assujettis aux rdglements qui les coucernent. 
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Anrrour 4 


Exemption de Charges fiscales sar les Pétroles. 


Aucune taxe d'importation, de transit, d'exportation ou autre, aucune charge 
fiscale queleonque, ne seront prélevées sur les pétroles, naphte, ozokérite, gaz 
naturels, soit a l'état brut, soit sons n'importe quelle forme dérivée, qu’ils soient 
destinés au transit on utilisés pour le fonctiounement industriel de l'entreprise. 


Lieraison des Pétroles a la Consommation locale. 


Lesdits produits, brats ou raffinés, s'ils sont livrés A la. consommation locale 
dans le territoire de 1'Etat, ou utilisés pour des being autres que coux de 
Ventreprise, sont soumis atsx'mémes droits et charges fiscales, y compris les droits 
importation, qui sont imposables aux produits similaires sur lo territoire de 
VBtat, 

Les conditions de vente de ces prodiits sur lo marché local feront Tobjot 
dun arrangement entre le Gouvernement et la compagnie. 


Auricur 5, 
Droits d' Importation. 


La compagnie aura le droit d’importer sur le territoine de I'Rtat en franchise 
de droits de douane ou d’importation-—lesquels droits sont collectivement ci-apris 
désignés sous le nom de " droits d'importation "—tous approvisionnements, 
fouritares, matériaux et objets quelcongues qui pourront tre nécnauies aux 
travaux de V'eutreprine ot h nea transports, y compris tout matériel pour bureau, 
maisons, hopitaux ou autres bitiments qui seront la propriété de In. compagnie 
et utilisés pour son exploitation (losdite approvisionnements, fourmtures, 
matériaux et objets queleonques scront collectivemont clapres désignés sous le 
pom de "* matériaux ”). z a 

Les matérianx iniportés en franchise de droite dimportation, au oan ot ils 
seraient vendus par la compagnie pour étre employés dans le territoire do I'Rtat, 
seront assujettis anx droits d'importation applicables au moment de la vente anx 
matériaux similaires. La compagnie aura In faculté do réexporter en franchise 
de droits les matériaux imporuis en franchise 

‘Vu la nature exceptionnelle de Ventreprise, le Gouvernement consent i 
accorder i Ia com; ‘en cas de besoin, dos facilites particuliores pour 
Vimportation des matériaux en des lieux commodes pour la compagnie, et, sous 
résorve des roglementa internationanx régissant Jes ports maritimes, de permottre 
le chargement et déchargement de navires, importation ot l'exportation do 
cargaisons ih tous moments, de jour ov de nuit, et pendant les jours {6riés, La 
compagnie, de gon oité, s'engage a construire et A entrotenir tou bitiments 
spéciaux qui pourront étre res cette fin ot A payer los frain supplé- 
mentaires dea employés de douane, presorits par los nyglementa. 

Tous objets et matériaux importés ou exportés par les employes de la 
compagnie pour lours besoins personnels, ott qui seront importés par Ia compagnie 
pour etre vendus A ses employés, seront assujettix aux droits d’itnportation en 
vi 


wee Gouvernement ne sera pas tenn de rembourser lee droite payét eur les 
matériaux achetés dans le pays par la compagnie, mais les commuandes passées par 
Ia compagnie aux négociants du pars pour das tatéiaus qui, d'apets le vrmes 


de cette convention, sont exempts A Noite Spee sat goles moment de 
importation, également exemptées de droits d°imy ion. Toutes comma 
de cette nature devront ttre uotifiges au Gouvernement et appuyées par un 
‘ertificat signé du nom de la compagnie et approuvé par le Gouvernement attestant 
‘que ces commandes ont bien été passes pour le compte de la compagnie et pour 
les besoins de l’entreprise. 
Articie 6. 
Droits de Port. 
Le Gouvernement fera le démarches nécessires pour que Jes antorités di 
torités munieipales donnent effectivement & ln compagnie et 4 ses 

oe toutes facilites pour le déchargement et la manipulation des 
cargaisons. 
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Sous résorve des droits existants et sans pouvoir s'opposer A l'octroi par le 
Gouvernement de nouvelles concessions de port, la compagnie aura la faculté 
utiliser dans le port ses propres alléges, chaloupes et autres bateaux pour les 
besoins de ses propres affaires et d'emmagasiner ses cargaisons dans ses propres 
magasins et hangars. 

‘Tous bateaux appartenant & Ia compagnie, ou spécialement aflrétés par elle, 
seront Lonus de payer les droits de port suivant un bartme de prix A établir entre 
Tes auorités du port ct de In compagnie; mais ces droits de port ne seront, en 
aucun eas, supéricurs aux droits payables par d'autres personnes utilisant le 
port et ils seront établis en partant du codt, des services rendus. 

1a compagnie patera Jes taxee pour Vemploi dex appareils de lvage, la 
inise ik quai, Pallégement et les autres droits de port, d'aprés un barkme de 
prix A élablir entre les autorités compétentes et In compagnie, mais ces droits 
he seront, en aucun cas, supérieurs aux droits payables par d'autres personnes 
‘utilixant les mimes sorvices et seront de méme fxés en partant da coit des 
services ronda 

Anmicte 7. 
Construction d'un Port par la Compagnie, 


Dans Ia zono daboutissement de la conduite et pour les bewoink de Wentrep 
a Vexclusion de coux du commerce ginéral, le Gouvernement accordera toutes 
facilitée pour la construction ot V'entretien ‘par la compagnie, si elle fe désire, 
en un ou plusiours points fixés d'accord avec le Gouvernement, de tous port 
‘ou ports nécessaires A son exploitation et an chargemont des bateaux. 
witernes, 

Data Je limite du port ou des ports, qui seraient conatruits conformément & 
os prévitions, Ia compagnie pourra decor ave 6 Gouvernement, placer des 
bouder d'amarrage, de balimge ot d’élairage, établir des foux ‘et signaux 
Watterrissage, des brine-lames, des jetées, des quais, des conduites de chargement 
sous-marines, ot, d'une manidee générale, pourra entreprendre tous travaux de 
Gragago ot tous travaux d’aménagement, de conservation, d'assainissement et 
Aenteetion que In cotapagnie pourra estimer nécersaires pour Vexploitation 
‘licace de ce port on de ces ports, de jour ou de nuit. 

‘Les plans pour la construction de ce port on de cex ports weront soumis A 
Vapprobation di Gouvernement; cette approbation ne devra pas étre retardée ou 
refuxdo suns motif raisonnable, 

‘La droit d’entrée ov d'acchs & ce ou ces porte sera i Ia disorétion de ta 
‘compagnie. a 
Los bateaux utilisant les installations maritimes de Ja compagnie ne seront 
sourtis de o fait A aucune taxation gouverncmentale, 

Le bartme des taxes que Ia compagnie percovra du fait de T'utilisation de 
wen installations maritimes ferait éventuellement Vobjet d'un accord entre le 
Gouvernement et la compagnie, ‘ 

Thion dans cet article n'exempte des droits de phare les bateaux qui entreront 
dans le ou lea ports de la compagnie ov en sortiront, 

‘Les norvices compétents dy Gouvernement, suivant dea modalités déterminées 
d’accord avec In compagnie, assureront les services de douane, de quarantaine, 
immigration et de surveillance de police. Pour ces services et tous autres 
services spéciaux rendu par le Gouvernement, la compagnie ou les bateax qui 
Utiliseront Jes ports de la compagnie paieront suivant un tarif A débattre, établi 
en partant du coat des rendus, 

‘L’amarrage dans le voisinaye des pontons de la compagnie ot des conduites de 
chargement sous marines, ainsi qu’au voisinage des conduites immergées au point 
de traversée des rivibres, sera interdit par les soins du Gouvernement. 


Anmtoux 8. 

Tarif des Chemins de Fer. 
Pour les besoitis de la construction et de exploitation de Ventreprise, la 
compagnie pourra utiliser le chemin de fer de Tripoli & Homs et prolongement 


vers Test, suivant un tarif A fixer entre la compagnie et les autorités des chemins 
de fer. Le Gouvernement usera de son influence pour que la compagnie puisse 





obtenir des autorités des chemins de fer, & des termes et des conditions i fixer 
d’accord aver ces autorités, et en tenant compte des obligations internationales 
existantes, des tarifs spéciaux réduits, eu raison de importance considérahle du 
tonnage des marchandises et du trafic de voyageurs de la compagnie, et le droit 
pour la compagnie pendant les périodes de construction de fournir son propre 
‘matériel de transport si I’ Administration des Chemins de fer n’est pas en mesure 
de fournit du matériel roulant convenable ou d'assurer les transports de In 
compagnie sans délais excessits 


Antics 9. 


Construction de Chemin de Fer par la Compagnie. 

Le Gouvernement acwordera & Ia compagnie le droit de construire toute voie 
ferrée nécessaire pour le service de Ventreprise, au cas ot les chemins de fer 
existants ou en projet ne satisferaient pas aux besoins de la compagnie 

La compagnie « engage, avant de procéder i toute construction de cette nature 
autre que Ja construction dune voie de chantier, & soumettre A. Vapprobation du 
Gouvernement un plan de construction, d'entretion et d'exploitation dv. chemin 
de fer; cette ligne ne sera pas utilisée poar le transport public de passagers, 
@animaux ou de marchandises ¢t In compagnie no jouira pas dea droits ni ne vera 
soumise aux obligations d'une entreprise de transports publics en ce qui couicorne 
Te chemin de fer, mais lex marchandines et Ie personnel di Gouvernement pourtont 
‘dtr transportés auivant des dispositions et aux termes et conditions \ fixer 
d’accord avec le Gouvernement. 

‘Le Gouvernement aura le droit, si Nintérét public V'exige, d'achetor, A un prix 
A convenir d'un commun accord, ov, & Aéfant d'accord, a. fixer. suivant fos tormew 
de V'article 25 de la présente convention, toute voie forrée construite par In 
compagnie dont Ia largeur entre les rails excédera 0782 mitee, mais, en cas 
achat par le Gouvernement dane vole ferrée, le Gonverncment aura lobligation 
de transporter les marchandines et les voyageurs de la compagnie i des conditions 
| fixer en partant du eoiit des services rendu, 


Anerson 10, 
Utilisation des Rontes par ta Compagnie. 


La compagoie aura les mimes droite que le public en ce qui concerne I'usage 
dn résean routier consteuit, 


Construction de Routes par la Compagnia 

La compagnie ne pourra prétendre A aucune contribution de revenus publics 

au cot d'etaliswenocnt ou entetien de routes coustruites pala compagute pour 
les besnins de Fentreprise 


Antione 1 


Main I Bwere, 

La compagnie # engage & utiliser la main d'auvre Iecale pour les besoins de 
Ventreprise sur le territoire de I'Btat. 

En cas d'insuffisauce de main d’guvre locale approprige, le Gouvernement 
s'engage A ncoorder les facilités spéeiales qui seraient nécessaires i I'entréo sur le 
territoire de I'Etat de main d'ceuvre étrangére pour les besoins de Ventreprise, 

‘Au cas oi les importations de main d’uyre répondraient A un besoin tempo- 
raire de la compagnie pour une tiche déterminge la compagnie s'engage, cette 
Liche accomplie, & rapatrier toute personne admise dans ces conditions et qui ne 
serait pas autorisée par le Gonvernement A demenrer sur le territoire de I'Btat, 

‘La compagnie aura le droit d’ de travail de telle sorte 
que la construction, Ventretien et l'exploit Ventreprise pmissent se 
Poursuivre sans interruption de jour, de nuit et pendant les jours fériés, sous 
réserve des conventions internationales relatives i la réglementation du travail, 

Pendant toos travaux spécinux de contraction ou de réparation qui 
exigeraient temporairement une main d'quvre abondante, le Gouvernement 
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accordera des facilités spéciales pour }a libre et facile circulation des employés 
de Ia compagnie, de ses véhicules et matériaux, de jour et de nnit, & certains points 
de frontibre & fixer d’ncvord. 


Passages de Prontiere 


Tenant compte des besoins spéciaux de entreprise qui exigent un travail 
ininterrompu, le Gouvernement accordera i tout moment toutes facilités pour la 
circulation dix personnel dirigeant de la compagnie, de ses employés et ses 
matériaus aux points convenns pour In traversée de la frontibre et accueillera 
favorablement et, si possible, adoptera touted mesures de réeiprocité a cet égard 

la compagnie poorra obtenir avec les Gouvernements des territoires voixine 

‘Tous frais exceptionnellement encourns par Je Gouvernement en facilitant 
‘ainsi Ia circulation aux points de passage convenus des frontiéres seront d'abord 
convenns entre le Gouvernement et Ia compagnie, et seront supportés par In 
compagnie. 


Restrictions 


Le Gouvernement pourra interdire. dans Vintérét de ta sécurité publique, & 
toute personne emplovée par la compagnie, de pénétrer ov de sdjoarner dans rine 
gion déterminée, 


Anmicur 12, 


Taxation. 


Pour les opdrations de l'entreprise, In compagnie ne sera soumixe A aucun 
impot foncier, aucun impét «ur le revenn, ni A aucune perception ou charge fixcale 
do quelque nature que ce soit, que ces Laxes x’appliquent snr ses biens, son revents, 
son chifire d'affaires ov mur l'importance de son personnel. 

La compagnie restera soumise an droit commun pour ce qui concerne sou 
achivite mar lo oarche local, comme pour le dividendes gol seratent digribade & 
sles contribuables dans le pays ou les salnires payds aux ouvriers ot employts, pour 
Antant qu'ils seront imposables dans lo territoire de I'Btat 

Aucun droit de timbre ne sera prélevs aur la présente convention, ni sur lea 
documents y annexés, ni mir ancune autre convention complimentaire, plans, 
spécifications, ou pidces somblables exéoatées pour le Gouvernement et soumis i 
‘son approbation ; cette exemption ne w'étend pax aux transactions autres que celles 
qui sont spécifides dans le prérent article 

Au. cas oi: dane la mesn Ia compagnie awmirorait A sex frais, dans lew 
Jimites des terrains acquix pour yes ports, raflineries, stations de stockage, stations 
de pompage, &e., des services approprids se rattachant oa destings } l'éducation, i 
Ja police, h I*hygitne, A Valimentation en eau, A V'éclairage et A d'autres services 
do'caracthre municipal, ln compagnie serait dégagée de fobligation de payer ler 
taxed we tapportant aux services ainsi rganiads, roais rien, dans lee prieentes, 
Almpese 3 a compagnie une obligation qvelcunque d'onganinot de tele services, 
Ii neT'autorise h Tex dtendre an delh de ses besains exclusife 

Par contre, toutes les installations de la compagnie dans le territoire de 1'Rtat 
ou toutes les opérations qu'elle eflectucra dans lo territoire de I'Rtat qui ne 
swraient pas destinées au fonctionnement de T'entreprise ou ne seraient pas 
juatifides par V'exploitation de cette entreprise, entreront dans le droit commun et 
‘seront passibles de toutes les taxes applicahles snivant les lois en vigueur, 


Awticur 13, 


Communications, 


La compagnie aura le droit d'installer, d'entretenir et d'utiliser, pour les 
nous besoins de Ventreprise et sons la murveillance du Gouvernement, des lignes 
télégeaphiques. et téléphoniques sérieanes o& souterraines, ainsi que toutes 
installations de radiotélégraphie on radiotéléphonie, en se conformant Ala 
riglementation Jocale et internationale en vigueur, de manidre A ne pas entraver 
Jes services officiels on aatres qui pourraient exister. 

En cag de besoin, il sera permis aux fonctionnaires du Gouvernement charsés 
de la séonrité publique de faire nn emploi Faisonnable de ces installations. 
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La compagnie aura le droit d'utiliser pour Ventreprise tous services publics 
qui pourront exister dans le territoire de I'Etat, méme non spécialement men- 
tionnés dans la présente convention, moyennant le paiement éventuel des sommes 
qui seraicut imposées i d'autres entreprises industrielles pour l'utilisation de ces 
miémes services. 


Arricux 14 


Transporte, 

La compagnie aura le droit d’utiliser tout mayen de transport par terre, par 

eau ou par air pour la circulation de ses employés ou de ses matérinux, tout en 
observant les Jois et réglements régissant l'utilisation de ces moyens de transport 


Anricur 15. 
Matériel de Construction 


La compagnie aura le droit, sous néserve des droits existants, d'employer pour 
Jes besoins de l'entreprise toute terre, angile, ballast, chaux, gypse, pierre ot autres 
matériaus appartenant au Gouvernement et sans autre charge quo lo paiement 
des droits de licence en vigueur pour exploitation des carritres, 

Les arbres, bois et brotissailles néceasaines i Ventreprise ponrront &tre coupes 
dans ies foréts du Gouvernement, sous réserve dew droits existants et compte tenn 
de la névessité de préwtver les fordts, aux tormen et conditions dex rhgloments 
alférents 


Anriene 16. 


En accord aves Je Gouvernement, In compagnie aura te droit, sous réorve dos 
wate, de creaser des puits, de construire des barrages, de capter ot 
ner los eax de surface ot de prendre toutes mesures utiles pout se 
procurer T'eau necesatire aux beavins de A'ontreprine, sana allre redevance ni 
charge que le prix di terrain acquis h cet effet conformément aux dispositions de 
Trarticle 17 ci-apria. 
La compagnie aura te droit, avec lo consentement du Gouvernemont, de 
prélever sur low rivitres et les acs talles quantités deat qui soratent du 
accord considérses comme nécowaires pour les besoin de Ventreprise, 90 
que les droits acquis ou préalabloment accordés serout dabord satinfaits et que 
Ja compagnie ne privera en aucun cas li population locale d'une quantité d'eau 
raisonnable et qui serait néossaire A cette population pour wes besoins domestiques, 
industriels et agricoles et pour l'abreuyage dex troupeaux ot I'irrigation des terres 
Tes enix sur leaquellex des droite d'isage apéciaux ont été acquix on nocordés 
seront, si le Goavernement estime que ces eaux sont nécesanires pour les bosaine de 
Tenteeprise, expropridet dana les formes prévues par la loi et aux frais de In 
compagnie, étant entends qu'une expropriation do cette nature ne privera en 
‘aucun cas ia population locale d'une quantité d'eau raisounable ot gut Ink soenit 
nécessaire pour se besoin, domestiques, industriels et agricoles et pour 
Vabreuvage des troupeaux et I'irtigation des terros 
La compagnie prenden toutes mesnres raisonnables pour rendre disponible 
pour lntilization locale l'eau usée provenant de ses établissementa industriel, 
Aucune disposition de la présente convention n'exempte Ia compagnie du 
paiement de redevances pour Teau qui serait fournie & In compagnie par les 
antorités locales 


Annet 17. 
Terrains d Beat, 

Le Gouvernement accordera A la compagnie pout une durée qui ne sera pas 
supérieure Is durée de 1s privente coavention, moyennant tin loyer notinal, les 
locations des terrains d°Etat qui seront nécessuires pour les besoins de l'entreprise 
En ce qui conceme les propriétés d’Etat qui seraient cultivées ou baties situées i 
Vintériear ou A proximité des villes e¢ qui seraient nécessaites pour les besoins de 
Veatreprise, la compagnie paiera au Gouvernement un loyer annuel équitable et 
calculé sur la base de Ia valeur locative de ces propriété, 

Tl sera payé une compensation raisonnable aux oocupants des terrains cultivés 
en cas d'évietion 
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Terrains pricés. 


Les terrains névessaires i entreprise qui n'appartiennent pas au Gouverne- 
nent seront acquis 4 T'amiable entre la compagnie et le proprigtaire intéreasé. 
A défaut d'nocord, si Je Gouvernement considére V'acquisition de ces terrains 
‘comme névessaire pour les hesoins de l'entreprise, il les acquerra aux termes de Ia 
loi Wexpropriation en viguour A ce moment, mais tous Tes frais resteront A la 
change de Li compagnie. 

Toutefois, il est entenda que, dans estimation de la valeur de ces terrains, 

mploi auquel la compagnie les destine ne sera pas pris en cousidération et qu'il 
he sera teuu compte que du prix moyen des terrains de méme nature dans le 
Voisinage immédiat et que lex terrains ainsi acquis par le Gouvernement. et 
enregisteés it son nom seront mis, moyennant un loyer nominal, & Ia disposition 
do In compagnie pour une duré qui ne sera pas supérieure i Ia dunce de Ia 
présente convention. 
Anricue 16, 
Steurité 

Le Gouvernement prendra les mesures appropriées pour assurer la protection 
normale de 'entreprise et les employéa de la compagnie bs 

Ta compagnie engage ‘construire ses propres frais les logements 
nécemaires pour In police cans les localités ott le Gouvernement et la compagnie 
*ccordoraiont & reconnaitre que de telles constructions constituent une Tesure 
nécexsaire de protection en raison de absence ou de Vinsuffisance dex forces de 
police on vex points 

Pendant les périodes de construction, Je Gouvernement prendra, d'accord 
aveo Ia compagnie et vec son concours, les testres exceptionnelles de protection 
qui apparaltraient néessaires 


Anrieue 19, 
Participation en Aetions, 
Lorequune émission en actions sera offerte au public par la compagnie pour 


Jo beaoine de Vontreprise, des listes de souscription seront ouvertes sur le 
territoite de I’Rut en mame tempa que les listes seront onvertes ailleurs 


Averici® 20. 

{La compagnie devra, dans les trois niois & partir de Ia date de cette convention, 

ouvtir un bureau A Beyrouth et désigner un repréentant local ayant pouvoir de 

trniter touter questions relatives A lexploitation de Ventreprise et Pexdeution 
de Tn. priviente convention, 


Anrtore 21 


Exxécution de la Concention, 


La compagnie prendra toutes mesures raironnables en yue de Vexécution des 
objets de la. prévente convention 

Si, i Pexpiration d'un délai de trois ans A partir de Ia date d'entrée en 
viguent de ta présente convention, Ia compagnio nest pas en situation d’assurer 
cette exécntion, on ni, sous Tiwerve ds dispesitions de Particle 23 el-apris (Foree 
majeure) In compagnie n'a pas achevé, i Vexpiration d’un délai de huit ans & 
partir de cette mame date, ta pore de In on des conduites portées sur les plans 
soumis au Gouvernement conformément aux dispositions de l'article 2 ci-dessus, 
Je Gouvernement aura toute liberté et pouvoir de résilier la présente convention 


Protection accordée par le Gourernement 


Le Gouvernewent prondra toutes mesures raisonnables pour faciliter 
Nexécution des objets de la prisente convention et lorsque, dans la sphisre d’action 
de V'outreprise, le Gouvernement accordera un contrat, une licence ou une con- 
cession autre que colle-ci, il sera tenu de sauvegarder los droite acquis par la 
compagaie en vertu de la présente convention. 


1st 


La compagnie s'engage it prendre toutes précautions nécessaires pour éviter 
1a pollution dex Gléments (air, eau, &e) am volsinage de ses installations. Mais 
Jo Gouvernement reconuait que des circonstances existent oli certaine pollution 
des éléments est inévitable du fait des opérations de l'industrie du pétrole et il ne 
demandera pas & In compagnie, pour éviter cet inconvénient, des mesures qui ne 
soient pas raisonnables 

Annictr 22 


Droit de Riquisition des Propriétés dé la Compagnie par le Gourernement. 


Au cas ob le Gouvernement se trouverait en état de guerre avec un autre 
pays, le Gouvernement aura le droit de réquisitionner et dutiliser les chemins de 
Fee ies ponts, lea quais, les télagraphies et les télephones de lt compayzie dans le 
territoire de i"Btat moyennant paiement d'une compensation svivant les lois en 
vigueur, 
Axrioie 23. 


Dommagesrintéréte, 


La sanction, en cas dé rupture de cette convention, sera établic sous forme 
dommages-intéréts, dont le montant sera fixé d’un commun accord ou dapres les 
termes de l'article 25, 


Awrout 
Foree majeure 


Avcan matiquement 00 omission, eit de tn part de la compagnie, soit de la 
part'du Gouvernement, dobserver ot do remplir quelque stipulation, accord ow 
Condition contenus dan Ii prdgente convention, ot dout Lobservation et I'exéoution 
incombent sit 4 la compagnie, soit au Gouvernement, ne donnera Liew & une 
plainte ov rélamation coutze I'tine des parties, ne détermincra un pedjudioe quel 
ongue pour cette partic, ui ne sera considéné comme une rupture de la présente 
fcomntion, #il est démontré & la satisfaction raisonnable de T'autre partic que 
tn faate provient de Vane dex casos sivante = force majeure, vols, éeates 

mwerres, EFves, machinations ou ock-out de la. main 'ceuvre, ov autres cirvon: 
Mances exceptionbelles on imprivnen qui devraicnt ére considéréee comme éar 
en dehors dit contréle de Ia compagnie ou di Gouvernement 


Anricix 25, 


‘Au cas oi, pendant la durée de cette convention ou apros, un doute, ul 
différend ou une contestation viendraicnt A #’éley Jouvernoment et li 
‘compagnie, atz sujet de V'interpeétation ou de I'exéoution de Ia présente convention, 
fou aur un autre point ¥ contenm ou y afférent, ou au sujet des droits et obligations 
do V'une ou Vantee des parties, le diflérend, & défaut daccord nitive entre lex 
parties d'ime autre maniire, sera soumia i deux arbitres choisis chacun par lune 
Ges parties et A vu tiers arbitro qui sera choisi par les dewx premiers arbitres 

savant de prooider 4 l'arbitrage. Chaque partie nominera l'arbitre de 

hoix dans les trete jours qui suivront ln requéte derito qu’elle en aura toque 

de l'autre partic. Si lee arbitres ne peuvent, we mettre d’accord sur Te choix dit 

tiers arbitre, le Gouvernement et In compagnie, en accord mutuel, nosmeront un 

tiers arbitte et, au cas ot ils ne réwairment pas i se mottre d'accord, its detan: 

deront au président de la Cour permanente de Justice internationale de nommer 

tre, La décition dex arbitres, ou, s'il so produit un déacoord entre 

‘eux, 1a décision du tiers arbitre, sora decisive,” L.’arbitrage aura lien & tel endsutt 
{que lea parties pourront décider: en cus de déeaccord, il aura liew A Paris 


Anniche 26 


Riverce relatice aux Actes internationmis, Pricildges ou Accords ¢istants, 
La présente convention be peut tre interprétée comme imposant au Gouverne 
ment aucune obligation contraire & toute autre obligation qui lui incomberait di 
fait d'un acte international 
(6131) 


o2 





















































182 


La. présente convention, non plus qu’aucune des dispositions qui y sont 
insorites, ne peut étre interprétée comme portant atteinte ou dérogation & aucun 
droit on priviléze établi par nne concession existante on par un accord engagesnt 
le Gouvernement. 

Annicue 27 
Ditagation par la Compaynie des Droits qui tui sont conférés par la Concention. 

La compagnie pourra confier A un mandataire le soin d’exécuter la présente 
convention ou autrement disposer de In présente convention ou de tous intéréts ou 
pouvoirs qu’elle tient de la présente convention, sous la réserve de V'obtention 
préalable du consentement du Gouvernement donné par éerit. Ce consentement ne 
jpourra.étre refnsé ou retardé sans motif raisonnal 


Armicie 28 

Les annotations portées en marge de la présente convention n'y sofft portées 

que pour fuciliter les références, et he peuvent aflecter le sens et V'interprétation 

dei convention 

Anricie 29. 

Pour tout ce qui touche & Vexéeution de la présente convention, les rapports 

tre le Gouvernement ot In compagnie «'établiront, pendant la durée du mandat, 

pat Ventromise du Haut-Commissaire de la République francaise en Syrie et au 

Liban, 

ARTICLE 30. 

La préente convention deviendra exéoutoire par Vaccomplissement des 
formalités prévues par les textes constitutionnels en vigueur & la date de la 
signature do Ia présente convention, et apres approbation du Haut-Commissaire 
de'la République frangnise en Syrie et an Liban, 


Awetene 31 


Le Teate francais fait Jo 
En cas de divergence entre lex interprétations des textes frangais et arabe, 
Jo texte frangais fera seul foi 


Fait A Heyrouth, lo 25 mars 1981 
7 Pour le Gouvernement 


Le Président du Conseil des Ministres, 
AUG. ADIB, 
En prdsence de 
A. Povrox, 
DAdqud pi. du Hawt-Commissaire 
cauprés de ta République libanaive 
whnaclatig tna, = Pour la Compagnie 
J. SKLTROS. 
En présence de 
Jour & Rooxns, 
Iraq Petrotewn Company (Limited) 


(3) 

Accord éntre la République dw Iban et le Goueernement de Lattaquieh relatif 
d la Fivation de love commune Frontiore et 0 U'Rtabliszement d'un 
Régime spietat on ce qui touche ler grandes Voies de Communication qui 
Longent ou trarersent cette Frontiere 


Prdasnonr 


Le Gouvernement de In République libanaire et le Gouvernement de 


Lattaguieh, 
Vir Farrété du Haut-Commissaire No 3007 di 29 dévembre 1025, qui fixe 


Jears frontidees respectives: 
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Désireux de procéier & la cloture définitive des travaus destings & fixer sur 
le terrain cette frontitre en tenant compte des conditions éonomiqnes spéciales 
A cette région; 

Désireax, en particulier, d’éviter les complications et les difficultés d’ordres 
divers qui résultent de ce que les grandes voies de communication entre Homs et 
‘Tripoli se trouvent & plusieurs reprises sectionnées par la ligne front 

Désireux enfin de faciliter I’établissement, exploitation et Ia surveillance des 
canalisations de pétrole qui doivent traversor vette méme zone, 

‘Ont convenu ce qui suit 


Anriete 1” 


Ente le pont d’Aridah et Jo pont de Djisr-l-Almar, ln frontibre suivra te 
lit. du Ni bir, tel qu’il a éé déterminé par la ‘Commission mixte de 
Délimitation le 25 aodt 1980, dont les conclusions sont consignées au procs. 
verbal annexé an présent accord. 


Anricte 2 


exclusive de l'exploitation ot de 
Ventretien de la grande route depuis la frontibre de Syrie jusqu’a Tripoli 
‘Toutes dépenses afférentes & cet objet seront supportées par I'Btat du Liban, 


ARricux 3. 


Le Gouvernement libanais pera, dans los mémes conditions, substitud au 
Gouvernement de Lattaquieh dans I'ipplication de ls convention de réadaptation 
des actes concessionnels de la Société D. H. P. en date du 12 octobre 195 et de 
‘son annexe. 


Axricun 4. 


En prévision de ia construction de caualixations de pétrole dans la. zon 
frontibre, le Gouvernement de Lattaquieh déligue an Gouvernement de 
République libanaive Vexercice dow droite ot la responsabilité den obligations 
définies par la convention relative au teansit du pétrole 'Trak conclue le 
2% twars 1931 entre le Gouvernement de In République Wibanaise ot I'Traq 
Petroleum Company. 


Anticer 5, 


En considération des droits ot obligations résultant pour lui des trois articles 
qui précddent, le Gouvernement libanais concede dans los mémes conditions an 
Gouvernement de Lattaquieh le droit d'administration générale sur Ii eone situge 
dans la bovcle di Nabr-el-Kéir ac nord de Ja grande route de Tripoli h Hors 
entre Djixrel-Aridah et Djisr-el-Akmor, aveo lee vantages fiscaux qu'il 
comporte 

Le Gouvernement de Lattaquich «engage A vorser chaque année 11 Gouverne- 
roca litunals, par prélivement sur les rect fcales fetes dans cette zane 
une somme forfaitaire de mille livres libano-eyriennes. 


Anricer 6 
Dans In zone dout l'administration Ini ext conosdés en vertu des articles yut 
prichdent. chaeun des deux Gouvernement eat délégus par l'autre pour toute ta 


durée du présent accord dans Vexercice de tons les attributes de ta souveraineté. 
Le phrimbtre municipal de Tell Kala est excopté de ces dispositions 


Awnieue 7 


Le Goovernemant de ta République litannite et Ye Gouvernement, de 


quieh wo fout reiproquement abandon, chacan pour ce qui le cuncerne, des 
réclamations pour tmpOte pergtix ou dépenses elfectuées antérieurement A In 
signature du présent accord dans les zones affectées par cet accord. 






























































1 
Arricte & 


Le présent accord est concly pour une durve de soizante-donze ans) cumpter 
ssa signatare. 


Anriets 9. 
Une carte annexe précise les divers points mentionnés dans cot acovrd 


Anmicue 10, 

difficalté surgissant a Voceasion de I'interprétation et de 

application du préent accord, et sur le réglement de laquelle les deux 

Gonvernements intéressés n‘auraient pu se mettre d'accond, mera obligatoicenent 

\ Varbittage d'une commission composée de deux inembres désignés par 

los Gouvernements et d'un président désigné par le reprisentant dit 
Gouvernement frangais 


Fait A Reyrouth, en trois exemplaires, te 12 mai 1931 


Pour le Gouvernement de In République libanaise 


Le Président dy Conseil des Ministres, 
AUGUSTE. ADTR. 


Pour le G Lattaqnieh 


Le Gouverneur. 


SHOEFFLER, 





(B 9288/59/25 
Sir J. Chancellor to Lord Passfield—(Comminicated by Colonial Ojjce, June 22) 


(Confidential) Tigh Commissioner for Palestine, 
My Lord, Jerusalem, June 11, 1981. 

IN confirmation of my telegram No, 51 of the 4th June, I have the honour to 
inform your lordabip that King Hussein died at Amman at $ 4.st. on the 4th June. 

Daring his stay at Amman King Hossein had been visited from titme to time 
by his sons King Faisal, King Aly, the Amir Zeid and other members of hix family 

2. As soon as it was known that King Hussein's condition was desperate, 
King Aly informed Haj Amin Effendi-al-Humeini, the President of the Supreme 
Moslem Council, who was then at Amman, that it had been the wish of the family 
Uhat King Hussein should be buried at Mecea, but that since the difliculties in the 
Way of realising that wish were insuperable they desired that he should be buried 
in the Haram-eeh-Sherif at Jerusalei 

3. Haj Amin Effendi welcomed the suggestion, and, on the eve of King 
Howsein’s death, reported the fact to Government with the request that facilities 
should be accorded by the Palestine Government for the burial of King Hussein 
vith all the honours due to the Arab ruler who had persunded the Aruba to throw 
in their lot with the Allied Forces during the Grent War 

Teaused Haj Amin Effendi ta be informed that all proper facilities would be 
granted for the coreno 

4. On the 4th June, at 10 At, the body of King Hussein left Amman by 
motor-ear, 

The cortiige was formed of the sot and relatives of King Hussein, including 
King Aly, the Amir Abdullah, the Ainirs Zeid, and Talal. ‘The British 
Resident,’ Ammasy, tbe Officer Commanding the Arab Legion xnd many Arab 
notables were alvo present. Along the route from Amman to Jerioalen frequent 
halts were made to enable delegations of villagers to pay their respects to the dead 
King 

‘The Amir Abdullah and King Aly were met at the Allenby Bridge on m 
behalf by Rui Bey Abdulhadi, assistaut secretary, accompanied by a British 
police officer, The party waa there joined by several delegations of Palestini 
Arabs, representing different towns aud bodies, 
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Pal. the cortége reached Jerusalem and stopped at Herod's Gate, 

nent representatives, members of the consular corps, ecclesiastical 

dignitaries, Arab notables awaited it. Representatives of the Chief Rabbinate 

and of the Executive of the Jewish Agency, although they had not been invited, 

were also in attendance. The Italian onsul-general, whe was aleo oeritied thoy 
the list of invitations, was not present 

6. At Herod’s Gate a procession was formed, headed by the band of the 
Arab Legion. The procession included the mayors of Jerusalem, Haifa, Jaffa and 
other towns, the consular body, delegations representing various Moslem and 
Christian sovieties from many parts of Palestine with their banners, and pasties 
of boy scouts and schoolboys. The procession approached the Haratu.esh/Sherif 
by the Damascus Gate and the old city, ‘The streets and buildinge along which 
it passed were crowded with interested spectators. 

I was represented in the procession by my private secretary and aide-de-camy 
‘The acting chief justice, the chief secretary, the Officer Commanding, Transjordan 
Frootier Force and Heads of Deparimeste were in attendance Aare fee, 
Young, counsellor of the High Commission for Traq, who happened. to be in 
Jerusalem, was alo present. 

A guard of bonour was furnished by the Royal Warwickshire Regiment and 
saluted the coffin as it entered the old city at the Damascus Gate. 

7, At 4 Pat the coffin was carried into the Dome of the Rock, and imme- 
diately afterwards the Amir Abdullah and King Aly received the Government 
Tepresentatives, consuls and other non-Moslenm notables, who, after expressing 
their sympathy with the Hashimite family, eft the Harain Aveo 

At 4:30 r.a the cofln wax carried to the Mosque of Al-Aqea where, after 
tho unnal religious ceremonies, funeral orations were delivered by the president of 
the Suy preme Mosien Council, Sheikhs Abdul Kader-al-Mozaffar, Txent Effendi. 
al-Nashashibi and Dr. Khalid-al-Hakin. 

At about 9 pst. the burial took place in a small and beautiful old mosque 
which abuts on the Haram Area a few yards from the tomb of Mohammad Ali and 
on its northern «ide, 

A window has been specially opened in the wall of the Haram to connect the 
tomb with the Haram Area. 

8. No untoward incident of any kind ocourred during the funeral: and the 
Amir Abdullah and King Aly expromed to me their deep appreciation of the 
ime made by the wnment for the funeral of their father. 

lags were flown at half-mast on Government buildings and at the Royal Air 
Force and mili itary stations and on the consular offices on the day of the funeral, 

9 7 ited King Al zat Amir Abdallah to dine and to spend the night: 
at Government Houre. The King and the Amir expressed thoit gratitude for 
this invitation which they accepted. 

T have, a 
J. R. CHANCELLOR, 
High Commissioner for Patestine. 





